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Natural fireworks!

I wonder how many times in its history the northern lights 
have danced over Gamlingay? Surely not so very many. But 
this year, we have been treated to not one, but two extra
ordinary displays. It’s not something I thought I’d ever see 
– let alone from outside my own back door! For those who 
missed the spectacle, I hope you enjoy these images which, 
surely, must be a once (or twice) in a lifetime occurrence. 

On the other hand, the solar cycle may not peak until 
early 2025 – so perhaps it’s not over yet. If you want to 
make sure you don’t miss out next time around, here are 
a few tips…

First, download an app that will let you know when 
you’re in with a chance. I have one called “AuroraWatch 
UK”. Adjust the notifications so they only pop up on a “red 
alert” otherwise it will be too annoying! From my limited 
experience, it’s only really worth going out to look when 

the disturbance level gets over about ()600nT.
Second, don’t expect the aurora to be easy to see, or 

to look just like these photos – you will be disappointed! 
Instead, use a camera to help you find it (smartphones 
on night mode work sur prisingly well). Point the camera 
north, and if you can see colour, then go to a dark open 
space (graveyard, field, play ground…) and enjoy. Your 
camera will help you see the display more vibrantly as it 
takes in more light – but for the best chance of seeing it 
with the naked eye, put the electronics away so your eyes 
can adjust.

Good luck – let’s hope there’s more to come. And for 
some easiertospot lights in the sky, don’t miss the Friends 
of GVP Fireworks Spectacular on Sunday 3 November 
(details inside).

 Catherine T

Gareth Squance captured this incredible 
shot using a drone on 10 October 2024.

Northern lights over the War Memorial on 10 May 2024.Northern lights from the ground on 10 October 2024.
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About the Gazette
About us:
The Gamlingay Gazette is an inde
pen dent publication that aims to 
in form people living in and around 
Gam lin  gay of local news and events. 
It is fund ed solely by adver tis ing. 
Every care is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of con tent but the Gazette 
cannot be held liable for any errors. 
Views express ed do not necessarily 
represent the views of the Gazette 
Committee.

To advertise: 
Please email Jan Bremner:  
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk.

Announcements:
The Gazette will share announce
ments of arrivals and departures.

Please send your notices, of no 
more than 50 words, to:  
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk.

Submit an article: 
We welcome contributions of 
articles and pictures – without them 
there would be no Gazette!

To submit an article, simply email 
your contribution on editor@
gamlingaygazette.uk.

Article text can be submitted 
within an email or as an attach ment. 
Images should be submitted separ
ately: please do not lay out or design 
your submission for us.

Please state who took or owns 
each image, and en sure that you 
have permission from anyone shown 
in clear ly recognisable form.

Do let us know if you would like 
to be added to our monthly article 
submission reminder emails.

Please note that the Gazette re ser
ves the right to edit all content for 
style, length and accuracy.

Editorial
Positive vibes for the autumn
Gathering together the content for 
this month’s issue, I was struck by 
the re curring theme of the im port
ance of gratitude and positivity. This 
does not always happen: often the 
articles we are sent are completely 
ran dom and unrelated – and this is 
no bad thing! But this month’s issue 
definitely has a bit of a “theme”. 

The Baptist Church and St Mary’s 
articles make relat ed points about 
the importance of gratitude and 
the ability to influence how you 
feel and think by mak ing positive 
choices. Both articles are thought
pro vok ing and well worth a read, 
what ever your religious be liefs, or 
lack thereof. And then we have an 

interview in the “Personal Per spec
tives” column with someone who is 
liv ing her life as positively as she can, 
despite hav ing faced cir cum stances 
most of us can, thankfully, barely 
imagine.

November can be glorious, excit
ing, atmospheric – and it can also 
be dark, dreary, lonely and full of 
epic todo lists. I personally will be 
attempt ing to carry through some of 
the advice and inspiration from this 
month’s articles and stories to make 
sure I retain my sense of perspective 
and take the time to appreciate the 
many positive things this month. 
Even when it is raining.

Catherine

Announcement
Brian Darlow of Blythe Way 
passed away very peacefully on 

23 September, aged 89, following 
a long illness.

Living in this area all his life, he 
was a muchloved Dad, Grandad, 
Great Grandad, Uncle and Friend.
At his request there was a private 

cremation.
He will be sadly missed.

Repair café reminder
Saturday 2 November from 

1.00pm to 4.00pm at the Eco Hub.
All sorts of fixes available: 

electrical, electronic, mechanical, 
sewing and jewellery repairs…

If you haven’t booked already, there 
may still be slots available. Email 
gamlingayrepaircafe@gmail.com 

for more information.
A free event, but donations are welcome.

Gamlingay 
and the 
Great War
Gamlingay History Society 
provides a preview of the 
forthcoming November talk 

Over two hundred men and boys 
left Gamlingay to join the armed 
forces in the Great War of 1914
18, and their absence profoundly 
changed village life. The initial 
excitement of going to war quick
ly abated and over a third of those 
who left to fight never returned.

‘Gamlingay during World War 
One’ is the title of our next talk, 
to be given by our Chairman, 
Peter Wright, in the Main Hall 
of the Eco Hub on Tuesday 
12 November at 7.30pm.

Please do join us there. There 
will be a display of WWI arte
facts, as well as photographs and 
information relating to Gamlingay 
from that time.

To find out more about Gamlin
gay History Society’s forthcoming 
talks, do visit our website: 
www.gamlingayhistory.co.uk 
or pick up a paper programme 
from the Eco Hub.

Our sister website of historic 
photos of our village, 
www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk,
is also well worth a visit.
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Gamlingay Show 2024
The show committee provide a round-up of this year’s show

The annual Gamlingay Show took place on Saturday 
21 September at Gamlingay Village Primary school. 
The weather was kind, apart from one rather dramatic 
downpour just as Jezo was getting going with his magic 
show! This year’s show had the usual mix of competitions, 
classic cars, craft stalls, food and drink outlets, arena 
events, music acts, raffle and – new for this year – a live 
arena auction. Here’s a roundup of some of the action.

Competitions
The competition marquee was packed this year, with 245 
entries ranging from lengthy runner beans, tasty jam and 
home brew to stunning flower displays, miniature furni
ture, pottery and an array of wonderful art. The heaviest 
marrow weighed in at 11¾lb (5.33kg) and the heaviest 
pumpkin at 26½ lb (12kg). 

The children’s categories showcased an assortment of 
models, collages, drawings and photos, with everything 
from coconut pirates to lego dinosaurs to be found. The 
categories for primaryschoolaged children were par
ticularly competitive!

The list of winners is too extensive to publish here – but 
well done to everyone who received a certificate, and to 
every one who entered: this year’s display was a testament 
to the creativity and hard work of our villagers.

We were pleased that so many people made use of 
our new preregistration facility, which streamlined the 
process of bringing entries on the day.

Arena
The arena events kept everyone entertained, with displays 
from Asahi Shotokan Karate club and Miss Alice Lucas 
School of Dance as well as Cyndi’s Dog Show and Jezo’s 
amaz ing Magic Show. New for this year was a live auction 
of a flight with international stunt pilot Mark Jefferies, as 
well as a fighter jet simulator experience. The show wound 
up with classic children’s races followed by the now
legend ary tug of war, all ably overseen by Jezo. 

Music stand
This year’s music acts were organised by Mike Roberts 
from Gamlingay Baptist Church. Jasper Stone topped 
and tailed the programme with ’80s hits; Will Makower 
performed a mix of original songs and covers; and the GBC 
band gave a flavour of contemporary Christian music. 

Vintage cars
The wonderful vintage vehicles turned up again this year, 
with over 60 beautiful cars and motorcycles along with the 
Gamlingay fire engine. The winners this year were:

• The People’s Choice Best in Show: 1968 bright red 
Pontiac GTO

• The Modern Classic: A smart, sleek 1991 black VW 
Scirocco GT2

• The Concours d’Elegance: a beautiful original 1930s 
yellow & black Austin 7 Chummy Tourer

• The #Mechanic’s Choice: a practical 1965 green 
Austin Mini Van.

Stall holders
This year there was an array of stall holders, displaying 
and selling a range of locally produced products. We 
were also pleased to have stalls from some of our village 
organisations, such as the library and the Parish Council, 
who offered a chance to vote on what you’d change about 
the village. The Scouts ran an excellent BBQ, as ever, and 
there were many other refreshment options too.

… and a lot of thank yous!
Thanks to the main show sponsors: Brogan Group, 
Hadley James, KMG Systems Ltd and Pinewood 
Structures.

Thanks to all the local companies who supplied 
lots of raffle prizes: Worboys Garage, Anna’s Florist, 
O’Sarracino, #Hashtag Mechanic, Imperial War Museum 
Duxford, Cloud Nine Beauty, Waresley Park Garden 
Centre, Woodview Farm Shop and Gamlingay Gym.

Thanks to everyone who helped on the day including 
Tinuwen Rangers, Steve, Hayley, Cat, Philippa, James and 
Paul.

And a special thanks to Gamlingay Village Primary 
School for allowing the organisers to use the school 
grounds to put on the show.

[Note from the editor: the committee have omitted themselves 
from this list of people to thank! So, on behalf of all those who 
attended, a huge thank you to the hard-working show committee, 
without whom our village would of course have no show at all.] 

Photo credit for all show pictures: Stan Saunders ARPS
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What’s next?
Make sure you save the date for next year’s show, which 
will be on 20 September 2025.

Meanwhile, the show committee will be meeting im min
ently to discuss plans for distributing the proceeds 
from this year’s show. Money made from the show all goes 
back into the village community, and we’ll be writing 

more about this in the next issue of the Gazette. 
The show is organised and run by a small committee 

of eight villagers: Jayne Dawkins, Steve Palmer, Victoria 
Critchlow, Peter Condon, Ken Burgin, Diane Reynolds, 
Gem Kelly and Sarah Callis. If you’re interested in joining 
the committee or helping out at next year’s event, do 
drop them a line on gamlingayshow@hotmail.com.
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The Great Gamlingay Rake-Off is not quite 
rained off!
By John Evans
The Great Gamlingay RakeOff in
vol ves col lecting as much cut grass 
as pos s ible to en cour age the growth 
of wild flow ers on Millbridge Brook 
Mead ows, and it is now in its third 
year.

This year, heavy rain forced a de lay 
of a week – but on 3 October the sun 
re turn ed, and so did the rakeoff vol
un teers! Here you can see them out in 
force on Lower Field.

Raking the hay helps wildflowers 
thrive in less fertile sandy soil like that 
in Gamlingay. Organiser Gwyn Wil
liams explains: “If the grass cut tings 
were allow ed to rot down, nutrients 
would be re cycled that would fer ti lise 
the soil and help the more vigor  ous 

grass species to outcompete most of 
the wild flow er spec ies that we are 
seek  ing to encourage. Deplet ing the 
nutri ent sup ply encourages the wild
flowers we want to see more of, such 

as cowslips, hay rattle, lady’s bed straw 
and meadow sweet. Raking off cut hay 
at the end of sum mer is one way of 
re mov ing a lot of nutri ents quickly. It 
certain ly seems to be working.”
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www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk | phone: 01767 651 226
email: manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk

Facebook/X: Gamlingay Eco Hub
All the latest What’s On on our Facebook page, X feed and website.

Email is the best way to get hold of us or you can leave a message on our answerphone.

Our general manager is Kate Laugharne, supported by Tony Hurst and John Berry.

News from the Eco Hub

Repair Café
The Repair Café, organised by Climate Action Gamlingay, 
will be running on Saturday 2 November from 1.00pm 
to 4.00pm. If you haven’t already booked items in to be 
repaired, there may still be slots available – visit the Eco 
Hub website.

There will be a café and members of Climate Action 
Gamlingay will be at the event – so, even if you have 
nothing to be repaired, it’s worth coming along to enjoy a 
coffee, find out more about green projects in the area and 
discover what you can do to reduce your carbon footprint.

Christmas Craft Fair
Why not kickstart the festive season 
with a visit to our annual Christmas 
Craft Fair?

Running over two afternoons on 
Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 Nov-
ember from 12.00 to 4.00pm, 
talented local crafters will be selling 
handmade Christmas gifts, stocking 
fillers and much more – you’re sure to 
find that unique and special gift. 

There will be over 35 stalls each 
day, with some in situ for the whole 

week end, and others visiting for one 
day only – so do try to visit on both 
days so that you don’t miss anything.

Entry will be just £1 for adults; 
accom panying children are free, and 
one ticket will be valid on both days.

For the little ones, Santa and Mrs 
Claus will be in their grotto and 
looking forward to seeing you all, 
and deli cious coffee and refreshments 
will be provided by the Backroom 
Café.

Mindful Moments
Are you fed up with not being able to switch off after work? 
Do you have trouble sleeping because you are wor ry ing 
about the future? If so, then we have a new class which 
could help you. 

Mindful Moments is a beginners’ class about the 
fundamentals of mind fulness and relaxation. Come along 
to learn how to focus on the pre sent moment for a truly 
relaxing experi ence. The class is held on Thursdays from 
7.30pm to 8.30pm; contact Tammy at mindfullyyou@
hotmail.com to find out more.

Macmillan 
Coffee Morning
Thank you to everyone who attended 
the Macmillan Coffee Morning 
on 27 September, which was run, 
as usual, by the volunteers of the 
Connect Café.

Together we raised an amazing 
£525.95 for this very worthy cause.

The Macmillan Coffee Morning

Check out the “What’s on” section at 
the end of the magazine for a full list 
of events at the Eco Hub, including 
other one-off events in November 
such as jewellery and gold valuation 
(7 November), meditation (15 November) 
and sound bath (22 November).
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Save the date for

Christmas Cheer
at The Cinques!

Christmas eve
Mulled wine, cider and hot chocolate | Sweet and savoury treats 

Music
This year we are raising funds for young people’s mental health

The William Templeton Foundation

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Community Transport Scheme
Call 07519 493 701

On Friday 31 January and Saturday 1 February 2025, the Gamlingay Players will 
be performing the hilarious stage adaptation of the hugely successful TV series, 

The Vicar of Dibley.  
Come and see some of the best-loved and iconic scenes from the TV classic, 

from how Dibley reacts to their first ever female vicar, through to Alice and Hugo’s 
wedding of the year.

More details to follow in next month’s Gazette.
A stage adaptation by Ian Gower and Paul Carpenter.

Based on the original TV series which was produced by Tiger Aspect Productions 
and written by Richard Curtis and Paul Mayhew-Archer

The Vicar of Dibley is coming to Gamlingay
And if you were expecting “a bloke – beard, bible, bad breath” – 

Think again…

ONLINE
ARTHRITIS ACTION GROUPS
JOIN US ON ZOOM TO MEET
OTHERS, SHARE HINTS AND
TIPS, AND LEARN ABOUT
SELF-MANAGEMENT
TECHNIQUES

REGISTER BY EMAILING 
EVENTS@ARTHRITISACTION.ORG.UK 
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Message for November
“We ought to give thanks for all fortune:

if it is good, because it is good; if bad, because it works in us patience,
humility and the contempt of this world and the hope of our eternal country.”

C.S. Lewis
Sometimes, it’s hard to be grateful. Have 
you ever found that? I remember be ing 
irritated as a young person when my par
ents, or any other adult for that mat ter, 
would say something along the lines of, 
“You should be grateful for x, y, or z. 
There are many around the world who 
don’t have that!” – even though I knew 
it to be true. We studied the world eco
nomies, and how many cul tures were so 
different – and so there was a knowledge 
and understanding of what it meant to be 
grateful… But we soon for get… Well, 
perhaps that isn’t fair. I soon forget; may
be you can relate?

As I write this, I have just returned 
from a relatively brief trip to Uganda ser
v ing alongside a Christian Charity called 
Willow Resource Foundation (www.
willowresource.com). They are based in 
Masaka, Uganda – an amazing area in the 
Pearl of Africa. 

The first thing that struck me was the 
beautiful and extensive welcome we re
ceiv ed alongside the hospitality, that en
sured we felt like honoured guests. From 
greetings, food preparation, and quite 

simply, huge smiles as we met people 
– there was just instant joy that rushed 
through us. 

It was my first time in any African 
coun try, and it definitely won’t be my 
last. A friend described it beautifully in 
say ing “the dust of Africa permeates the 
soul and brings joy, wonder and smiles 
that last all day”. I couldn’t have said it 
bet ter. But why was this? I mean there 
were plenty of things that a west ern er 
like my self could have com plain ed about: 
the heat (man was it hot, and there was no 
AC or fans); the pot holes (Church Street 
has nothing on these dusty red roads, 
which were more pot hole than flat sur
face); the cold showers (though, at times, 
with the heat, this was also a blessing); 
the driving (again, if you think people 
are bad drivers in this village, well, at 
least there is some sem blance of rule and 
order!)... So, there were plenty of things 
I, and others, could have com plained 
about… (and in deed plenty of things I do 
com plain about back in my ‘com fortable 
daytoday.’). 

Yet what I noticed was that there were 

We will be launching our Christmas 
donation appeal very soon to enable 
us to distribute food hampers to our 
regular families. 

We would therefore be grateful 
for donations of any Christmas
related items: puddings, mince pies, 
gravy, cranberry sauce, custard, 
sweets, wrapping paper, crackers, 
etc.

If in doubt, please speak to one of 
our wonderful volunteers.

Thank you for your continued 
support.

no complaints. It was actually quite the 
opposite… What I saw in the locals was 
such gratitude for everything they had: 
for food, for sunshine, for transport, for 
visits and friendship… there was just 
such a level of gratitude and it came with 
such joy – the joy that my friend and I 
both felt. 

We read in the bible, in  
1 Thessalonians 5;1618: 
Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

Sometimes it takes a change in per spec
tive, a simple time of reflection per haps, 
to allow us to recognize the things we 
can be thankful for. I wonder – could you 
take five minutes, and spend some time 
thinking about what you could be grate
ful for? Don’t misunderstand me: I know 
that life can be really difficult at times, 
and sometimes, that difficulty and those 
challenges we face make it hard to see the 
things we can be thank ful for. But just 
because we can’t see them, doesn’t mean 
they aren’t there. Take some time, and 
you might be sur prised.

I am genuinely thankful for the com
mun ity in which we live, and I am 
thank ful for the opportunity to meet and 
see so many. I am thankful for so many 
things, even when I go through my mo
ments of feeling ungrateful, I am re mind
ed that there really is so much that I can 
give thanks for!

Fancy catching up and chatting about 
the amazing things we can be thankful 
for? Why not get in touch, or come meet 
up at The Backroom Café , or perhaps 
at one of the many events happening at 
GBC over the coming months, from Re
membrance, to all the different Christ
mas gatherings. It would be great to see 
you.

Many blessings,

Rev Adrian Semerene



November 2024 | 11 

GBC Diary 
November

Sunday services
Hymnal praise at 9.30am
Worship service at 10.45am
Communion is held on the first 
Sunday of the month.
Services are livestreamed on  
www.gbchurch.org.uk/latesttalks
Remembrance Sunday on 
10 November at 10.45am.
Following the Act of Remembrance at 
the War Memorial, the village service 
(jointly with St Mary’s) will take place 
at the Baptist Church.
Baptism Sunday on 1 December at 
10.45am.
Please join us for the celebration.

GBC kids and youth groups
Meet every Sunday (except for the 
third Sunday) at 10.45am for age
appropriate activities.

Third Sundays
17 November:
The Backroom Café is going ‘on 
tour’! On Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 
November, we will be sup port ing the 
Eco Hub Craft Fair serving tea, coffee 
and homebaked cakes. Check weekly 
news and online for more details.

Unplugged Worship Hour
Sunday 10 and Sunday 24 November 
6.00pm to 7.00pm.
A time to praise and worship with 
simple and stripped back music.

The Backroom Café
Opens every Monday from  
9.30am to 3.00pm.
Meet friends, have a chat with good 
coffee and cake.

Small groups
Meet every week in person and online.
For more details get in touch at 
office@gbchurch.org.uk

Men’s breakfast and 
FirePit Fridays
Contact mens@gbchurch.org.uk for 
more information.

Ladies’ prayer and study
Saturdays 9 and 23 November, 
10.00am to 12.00noon.
A time for con versa tion, study and 
prayer.

Please consider following us on social 
media to keep updated with all our 

events:
Facebook.com/

GamlingayBaptistChurch
Instagram: @gb_church
X (Twitter): @gb_church

VOLUNTEER 
DRIVERS
Community Transport Scheme

For more information 
telephone
07519 493 701
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St. Mary’s Letter for November
Dear Friends,
As I write, we haven’t celebrated our 
Harvests in churches and schools yet 
– but thoughts must now turn to re
mem bering, as November brings that 
season. In the Christian calendar the 
Saints and the faithful departed (All 
Souls) are remembered at the be gin
ning of this month, and in the secular 
calen dar November 5th reminds us of 
‘gunpowder treason and plot’ – and 
then of course we have Remembrance 
Sunday reminding us of the events and 
losses of two World Wars. 

As November turns to December, 
we shall be beginning the new church 
year again with the season of Advent, 
waiting and preparing for Christmas. 
More on that next month but, for now, 
here is a quick ‘headsup’ that we are 
planning ‘Advent Angels’ around the 
village in Gamlingay, and perhaps be
yond if there is interest. There will be 
a theme for each week of Advent, with 
an angel story to illustrate, and hope
fully display in the village. 

Back on the subject of 
Remembering, though – this season 
has led me to won der: how much does 
it help you to ‘remember who you 
are’? I have watch ed with interest some 
of the BBC series Who do you think you 

are?, in which cele bri ties are helped to 
discover some thing of their ancestry. 
Thinking about where we have come 
from can help us with who we are – 
but actually, we are each unique and, 
although a product of what has gone 
before, there is no one exact ly like 
anyone else – even iden ti cal twins. We 
don’t have to be de fin ed by our history, 
or even by our pre sent. We have far 
more choices than we often believe or 
exercise. 

I recently discovered a new word: 
‘neuroplasticity’ (even the spellcheck
er on my computer doesn’t know it). It 
basically describes the way our brains 
can work to make things easier for us 
– whatever we repeatedly do and think 
becomes progressively easier to do and 
think, as new pathways are set up by 
the cells of our brains. One definition I 
read says that it basically offers hope to 
everyone, from those who have had a 
stroke to those with dyslexia. I hadn’t 
thought about knowing something 
about how our brain works offering 
hope, but I did think it was worth re
flect ing on the implications. It means 
we actu ally can change how we feel 
and think by actively engaging with 
those thoughts and feelings; cognitive 
be hav iour  al therapy is based on that 

fact of course. In this context it means 
we can choose what and how we re
mem ber – and that can change our 
lives. 

The example I was struck by was of 
a man whose son had died as a young 
man of 21. At first the father, who had 
enjoyed a wonderful relationship of 
friendship and respect with his son, 
could not live himself after his son’s 
death. Every morning he woke with 
the thought ‘my son is dead’ and was 
unable to function. But somehow the 
realisation came to him that repeating 
the loss to himself was destructive, 
and more than that, that he had a 
choice in what he told himself. Not 
that his son could be brought back to 
life, nor that it didn’t matter that he 
was dead, but the father started to 
tell himself every morning ‘my son 
lived’ and he found that his capacity to 
live himself changed. Instead of being 
lost because of what he had lost, he 
found new life himself and lived again 
because of what he had had, and the 
memories he still had.

Remembering who we are (not just, 
or particularly, who our parents and 
other ancestors are or were, but who 
we are – precious and loved child ren 
of a divine parent, above all else) can 
throw a different light on even the 
worst circumstances. That is, pro vid
ed we don’t start blaming the div ine 
parent for not giving us (or others) a 
better time! Remembering is at the 
centre of the Eucharist/Holy Com
mu n ion all Christians share – bring
ing to mind what God gives to human 
beings. Truly, counting bless ings can, 
and needs to, counter the bad feelings 
of hard times. We owe it to ourselves 
to tap into the Divine, whose nature is 
love, in order to be more lov ing. And 
it is through real wor ship (of which 
prayer is part) that this tapping in takes 
place. Real worship and prayer are 
good for us; let’s remember to take 
part.

Every blessing, Hilary

QUIZ
in aid of

St. Mary’s Church funds
Friday 8 November, 7.30pm at

St. Mary’s Church Hall Gamlingay
Quizmaster: Ian Parker

Nibbles provided; bring your own drink.
£5.00 per person

Teams of four or less to max of six.
Solo applicants are invited and we’ll 

put you in a team!
Teams must be booked via a church 

member or by contacting:
stmarysgamevents@outlook.com

CASH ONLY PLEASE
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Services for 
November

Thursday 31 October:  
All Hallows Eve
6.00pm:  Service of Light at 

St. Mary’s, Gamlingay 
– meet at the Rectory 
before hand or at church; 
bring a candle (baptism or 
confirmation par ticu larly 
appropriate)

Sunday 3 November:  
Trinity 23, 4 Before Advent, 
Celebrating All Saints
9.30am:  Parish Eucharist at 

St. Mary’s, Gamlingay for 
All Saints

11.15am:  Parish Eucharist at 
St. Mary’s, Everton

6.00pm:  Commemoration Service at 
St. Mary’s, Gamlingay

Sunday 10 November:  
Remembrance Sunday
9.30am:  Said Eucharist at 

St. Mary’s, Gamlingay
10.45am:  Gathering at the War 

Memorial for 11.00am 
Act of Remem brance 
follow ed by walk to 
Gamlingay Baptist Church 
for Remembrance Sunday 
service

10.45am:  Act of Remembrance, 
St. Mary’s Churchyard, 
Everton followed by service 
of Remembrance in church

11.00 am:  TBC: Act of Remembrance 
at Hatley St. George’s 
Church war memorial

Sunday 17 November: Trinity 21
9.30am:  Parish Eucharist at 

St. Mary’s, Gamlingay with 
a focus on healing

4.00pm:  Evensong at St. Mary’s, 
Everton

Sunday 24 November:  
Last after Trinity, Dedication 
Festivals (Bible Sunday)
9.30am:  Parish Eucharist at 

St. Mary’s, Gamlingay
11.15am:  Parish Eucharist at 

St. Mary’s, Everton

Advance Notice
Sunday 1 December:  
Advent Begins
9.30am:  Parish Eucharist at 

St. Mary’s, Gamlingay
4.00pm:  Benefice Advent Carol 

Service at St. Mary’s, 
Everton
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November update
Becca Badger provides an update on what to 
look out for this autumn

Appreciate your local hedgerows
Our hedgerows offer diverse “edge” habi tat for wildlife, pro
vid ing shel ter, cor ri dors and food. If you are res pon sible for 
look ing after a hedgerow that needs cut ting back, please con
sider leav ing it un til the berries have been eaten. Winter mi g
rants like redwings and fieldfares are often seen in large flocks 
feasting on the bounty! 

Here are some of the berries you might find in your local 
hedgerows at this time of year:
• Hawthorn: small, dark red, slightly ovoid berries, with a 

dark circle at the end. There are two types of hawthorn in 
our area: the common hawthorn, and the less common mid
land hawthorn, which is found in some of our ancient wood
lands. Mid land hawthorn berries look simi lar to com mon 
hawthorn, but they have two seeds per fruit.

• Rose: large, deep red, ovoid berries on thorny stems.
• Black bryony: large, shiny, bright red, spherical berries on 

a climbing plant.
• Sloes: single purple/blue berries, often with a matt coating.
• Ivy: spherical clusters of green ber ries ripening to black over 

winter. These berries are important for wild life as they are a 
food source later in the winter.

Why not go on an autumn walk to see how many of these 
ber ries you can spot? If you are in one of our nature re serves, 
please admire the autumn fruits without foraging.

Visit our Christmas fair
Coming along to our events is a great way to support your local 
Wildlife Trust, and to meet staff and volunteers to chat about 
our work. 

Our annual Christmas fair is on Friday 29 November 
from 3.00pm to 7.00pm at our head office in Cam bourne. You 
can buy naturerelated Christmas gifts, take part in a festive 
raffle, entertain your children with some sus tain able crafts, and 
enjoy a mince pie!

Another way to support our work is to volunteer. Please get 
in touch to ask about opportunities to do practical work, sup
port our community work, or be involved with indoor tasks.

Stay in touch
• Email: cambridgeshire@wildlifebcn.org
• Website: www.wildlifebcn.org
• Social: @wildlifebcn
• Reserve closures: www.wildlifebcn.org/explore/

reserveupdates

November 5 and 11

Days to Remember
A poem by Keith Warburton

(Then)
The starshell burst above them
and their faces quickly ducked,
pressing into the dirt.
Please god let them not see me
– let them see someone else

The crackle of rifle fire
the boom of the guns
the shriek of incoming rockets,
incessant, close and close and closer 

still.

Pray god not me, not yet, not this time

And now the screams and cries of men
wanting their mothers,
the comfort of the breast.
Fighting now not for king or country,
but fighting to control bladder and 

bowels.

(Now)
The old man looks through the 

rattling window.

Flashes and crackles illuminate his 
room.

The screams of children, excited as 
another rocket

races towards the heavens and booms 
sudden brightness

And he prays: Please stop. No more.
He closes the curtain
and sits trembling in the dark
Hands over his ears,
and tears on his cheeks.
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Photo of the month

This month’s photo was taken by 
Gareth Squance and shows an aerial 
view of the 2023 Gamlingay fireworks 
display in full swing.

This display is organised each year 
by the Friends of Gamlingay Village 
Primary to raise funds for equipment 
and experiences for the children 
of GVP. You may be interested to 
know that, for the last few years, the 
fireworks themselves have been done 
by the same people who do the New 
Year’s Eve fire works in London. Not 
bad, for a village show!

This year’s display will be on 
Sunday 3 November. 

Fireworks can be a divisive topic, 
espe cially for pet own ers (and in deed 
the poem opposite offers another 
inter esting per spec tive on the sub ject) 
– but, as this striking photo well illus
trates, they are certainly spec tacular! 

Many thanks to Gareth Squance for 
permission for us to use his photo.

Please send your photos of local 
views, nature, wildlife or landmarks 
to: editor@gamlingaygazette.uk 
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The craftspeople of Gamlingay
This month, we look at some of the people from Gamlin gay’s 
past who had a special craft or skill, either in their work or 
hobby or both – some were more unusual, and some were 
found in everyday life. In a small rural village many years ago, 
some people would make a wage from skills that would today 
be considered hobbies. Some people would have had skills in 
their jobs that have changed greatly through the years. Some 
people’s skills didn’t need many tools – just a spanner and 
screwdriver or two, and they did the rest.

Pic 1: Mrs Susanah Panter was born in 1826 and lived at Dennis Green. She was a 
lacemaker and a seller of tea. These two skills were very different from each other 
but, together, enabled her to make a living. She went on to teach her skill to others; 
some of her lace is still around today and lacemaking is still practised in the village.

Pic 2: Bakers hone their skills over many years, sometimes mixing, kneading and 
baking hundreds of loaves in a single morning. This baker is Jack George, who 
worked for Lindsay’s Bakery in Church Street until his retirement in the 1970s. 
He would meet the flour and grain lorries on delivery day, help unload them, then 
make the bread – with the first batch ready for 8.00am for shop opening or the 
delivery van to take bread to Lindsay’s other two shops. As a sideline Jack would 
use the bread ovens to roast turkeys for the people of the village on Christmas day.

Pic 4: Building an ornamental bridge in the gardens of the First School in around 
1957 proved to be the start of a successful career for Len Jarvis (left), starting out 
in what was to become his trade for the rest of his working life, as a master builder. 
Len specialised in renovating old buildings and was highly respected in the region.

Pic 3: Keith Worboys is seen here outside the family garage in Mill Street in the 
1960s, with his skill being a motor mechanic and engineer. Traditional mech anics 
like Keith could strip down a whole engine and car and rebuild it so it ran like new. 
This skill was usually learnt doing a one or twoyear apprenticeship, probably with 
day release at college. Their skills would then continue to be honed through many 
years of practice and experience.

1

2

3

4
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Pic 10: This photo shows a smithy at Home Farm (farmed by COPOs) in 1941. 
Nowadays, farriers have vans and gas forges, but the skill of shaping and working 
the horseshoes to fit perfectly – whether to work, to race or to ride for pleasure – 
is basically unchanged. As well as its travelling farriers, Gamlingay had two smithies 
in Church Street: one where the Chinese take away now is, and the other on the 
end of the Almshouses Chapel.

Pic 5: This picture from around 1970 shows Colin Knibbs in his butchers in 
Church Street, where he worked with four generations of his family. The skills of 
meatcutting and cooking for cold meats and pies ran through his family and many 
who worked in the shop. I was once told a butcher would sometimes keep their set 
of knives for their whole career, sharpening them daily to their own preference.

Pic 9: Harry Larkins, shown here in around 1941, was a hurdle, fence and gate
maker from a family that ran through five generations in Gam lingay and Potton. 
He began work with a partner, George Clarke, near the station, then later worked 
by himself in Little Heath. Harry had his work sold all over Bedfordshire and, 
impressively, his hurdles and fences were used at Newmarket.

Pic 6: In this 1911 photo, we see workers taking a break at Wrights Wheel
wrights on Green End. The adults shown from left to right are: Arthur Wright, 
Sam Rainsford, Albert Wright and George Wright – all skilled carpenters. The lad 
seated second from the left made the tea and ran errands. Wrights was founded 
by Edward & Albert Wright in 1750. It opened as a wheelwrights, then became a 
carpenters and sawmill. A large saw used by the firm was invented and patented by 
George in 1918. 

Pic 8: This photo from the 1950s shows Bob Jakes, market gardener and flower 
grower, in the greenhouses that stood close to where Bell Foundry Close now is. 
Market gardeners were a hardworking bunch, working from 5.00am until some
times late into the night as the seasons went by. Many owned or rented land around 
the village and travelled around each day to do their work. They were skill ed in 
grow ing many crops and would either have their crops collected by lorries in the 
after noons, or deliver produce themselves around the village.

Pic 7: Gamlingay once had two windmills – the better known of these was on the 
lefthand side as you leave the village on Potton Road, near Brogan Group’s yard. 
The bestknown miller was Alfred Coarse, who worked closely with his dog Clyde 
and had a skill of his own in Gamlingay. 
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Gamlingay … a personal perspective
One of a series of features giving villagers of all ages a chance to  

share their views and experiences of Gamlingay
Name: Sarah Jeffrey

Age: 51

Tell us a bit about yourself…
I moved to Gamlingay in 1999 with 
my (then) husband. I grew up in 
Bushey, then fell in love with Wales 
on a holiday, so the original plan had 
been to relocate there. Moving up the 
A1 felt like a first step towards a more 
rural life, and it was certainly a lot 
cheaper than Bushey! Gamlingay felt 
like home from the start, so I stayed.

I’m trained as a primary school 
teacher and taught for many years in 
Royston and Steeple Morden. In 2002, 
my son Evan was born. Not long after 
that, my marriage broke down. 

Evan was a oneoff. A brilliant, 
funny, kind, nerdy boy who loved 
maths, physics, PokeMon and his 
friends  and whose ridiculous ideas 
and dry oneliners had us all in stit
ches. He was first diagnosed with liver 
cancer when he was eight. After some 
gruelling treatments, we thought he 
was cured. It was a com plete shock 
to discover, just before his fiveyear 
checkup, that the cancer had returned 
and that this time it was incurable. 

During his final illness, Ev wanted 
to raise funds for Addenbrookes. As 
a result of his efforts, they now have 
an interactive floor in the children’s 
cancer unit. He was also determined 
to reach his education goals and man
aged to take his Maths GCSE be fore he 
passed away in 2016. He was the first 
(and so far, I’m pleased to say, only) 
person to be buried in the child ren’s 
section of the new cemetery.

Just before Ev died, the County 
Council decided that I’d had enough 
time off work, and they terminated 
my teaching contract. For years, I’d 
been a teacher and a mum: suddenly, 
within a few weeks, I was neither. But 
the evening after Ev passed away, I was 
at the hospice with my friends, and I 
found myself saying “I’m so lucky”. My 
friends were like… “What?!”. I meant 
it though. I could have been doing it 
on my own, but I wasn’t. They were 

there to support me, and I’ll never 
for get that, or have enough words to 
thank them.

I had to work out what to do next. 
I took on some upcycling projects and 
found that I enjoyed them. Parents 
also started asking me to tutor their 
children, and I began building both 
things into businesses. Then I got 
chronic fatigue syndrome, and had to 
cut down – so I decided to focus on 
the tutoring. 

I was able to recover from chronic 
fatigue using MindBody Reconnect. 
I’ve since trained as a practitioner and 
I’ve helped people across the world 
(from LA to Finland!) suffering from 
chronic fatigue, fibromyalgia, anxiety, 
depression and other autoimmune 
diseases. 

More recently, a new chapter of my 
life has begun with my marriage to 
Gary in 2021. I am so lucky to have 
him in my life. 

What do you like about 
Gamlingay?
I have an incredible base of friendship 
here. I’ve experienced firsthand how 
people rally together when some thing 
goes wrong. My biggest fear in the 
longterm is being lonely, but there 
is no need to be lonely in this village. 
There is so much to bring people 
to  gether – The Connect Café, the 

Back room Café, The Eco Hub acti vi
ties, the Christmas lights, fetes and 
par t ies. I honestly couldn’t get up 
every day without the support of this 
com mun ity and I will never be leaving 
it!

Is there anything you would 
change about the village?
Absolutely nothing: I love it here. 

What is your favourite place in 
Gamlingay, and why?
I would say my home. It’s full of Ev, 
and it’s full of Gary – and people 
know that my door is always open. I 
have Ev’s dog, Dilly, too – her uncon
ditional love helps other people feel 
comfortable when they are talking to 
me.

What is your least favourite place 
in Gamlingay, and why?
Perhaps the potholey roads, or 
per haps some of the more negative 
threads on Facebook… but you’re 
going to get that wherever you are.

Can you tell us a story about 
the village or something that 
happened here?
My wedding to Gary in 2021 was 
some thing else – a real community 
thing that brought everyone I love to
gether. It was in a marquee in a field 
own ed by a pupil’s family, decorated 
by my friend Sam, with fish and chips 
and an ice cream van. Everyone there 
knew what I’d been through and were 
all there to wish me well on a new 
journey.

Is there anything else you’d like 
to share?
I try to live my life as positively as I 
can. If I see someone looking miser
able, I try to cheer them up. You have 
to make the most of the time you have. 
And you have to get up and do some 
thing. And if you see someone who is 
struggling, who is ill, or who has re
cently lost someone – don’t cross the 
road. Talk to them, and don’t worry 
about saying the “wrong” thing.

As told by Sarah to Catherine Travers. If you’d like to be featured in a future issue, please email 
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk. You can be interviewed in person, by phone, or send your thoughts by 

email in your own time.

Sarah with dog, Dilly
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Gamlingay Village Primary
Congratulations to all involved with 
Gamlingay Village Primary, which 
has been judged ‘Good’ at its latest 
Ofsted inspection – and especially to 
the pupils, who clearly made a big and 
positive impression on the inspectors 
with comments such as “Pupils value 
that staff have thought carefully about 
how best to cater for their needs. 
Where pupils struggle with their own 

behaviour, staff support them to cope 
well. This means that lessons are calm 
and focused and interactions around 
the school are positive and kind.”

School place appeal panel  
volunteers
All parents or carers have the right 
to make an appeal to an independent 
appeal panel if their child is not offered 
a place at their preferred school. Vol
un teers are urgently needed to sit on 
these independent appeal panels. 

The role of the panel is to decide 
whether a child who has been refused 
a place by Cambridgeshire County 
Coun cil should be given a place. All 
par ties involved must be given an 
ap peal hearing that is transparent, 
access ible, independent and impartial.

The appeal panel is independent of 
the local authority and its decisions are 
bind ing on all parties, unless over turn
ed by the courts. Volunteers will sit 
on the independent admission appeal 
panels and ensure that parents feel 
they have had a fair and independent 
hearing and have been given every op
por tunity to put their case and have 
been taken seriously. 

The time commitment depends on 
how much time volunteers are will

ing to give. While appeals are held 
through out the year, the peak months 
are between April and July. The 
appeals are arranged either for half 
a day or a full day, and hearings are 
currently held online using Microsoft 
Teams. Anyone interested in applying 
or who would like an informal chat 
about the role should contact clare.
cronk@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Vaccination update
Vaccinations are now available for elig
ible people against a range of con di
tions including Covid, flu, pneumonia, 
shingles and respiratory syncytial virus 
(RSV). Local GP practices are calling 
up eligible patients. You can also find 
out more at www.cpics.org.uk/the
vaccinators/ and book with a local 
pharmacy or attend a convenient drop
in session without an appointment.

Bluetongue
In late September, the Bluetongue 
Restric tion Zone, which had previous
ly covered most of the east coast of 
England, was extended further in land, 
incorporating Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough. This brings in cer tain 
restrictions for keepers of sus cept
ible animals in our area. The re stric
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tions can be viewed at gov.uk but, in 
essence, they seek to restrict move
ment of susceptible animals, to re duce 
the spread of the disease from the re
stricted parts of England to the areas 
that fall outside the zone. Some move
ments are permitted under General 
Licence, whilst other movements need 
a specific licence to be issued.

Bluetongue (BTV) is a viral disease 
which affects ruminants (such as cattle, 
sheep, goats and deer) and camelids 
(such as alpacas and llamas). It is caus
ed by a virus that is spread by bit ing 
midges. It is classified as a ‘notifi able 
disease’, which means livestock keep
ers have a legal obligation to re port 
any signs of the disease in their stock 
to the Department for En vir on ment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) im
mediately on 03000 200 301.

It does not pose a risk to public 
health or food safety. 

Weeds
The first round of weed treatment, for 
those communities wishing to have 
this, is now coming to an end, and the 
second round will begin in October. 

Winter gritting
Preparations are underway for the 
2024 winter, which – from a gritting 
per spective – starts on Friday 1 Nov
em ber: salt barns are being replenished 
and gritting vehicles are being ser viced.

Climate change progress  
report and carbon footprint
For Cambridgeshire as a whole, in 
2022 (the most recent available data) 
total greenhouse gas emissions were 
6.45 million tonnes CO2e, a 3% fall 

from 2021. Transport (27%) remains 
the highest emitting sector in the 
coun ty, followed by land use, land use 
change and forestry (LULUCF) (23%), 
agri cul ture (15%) and domestic energy 
use (13%). The risk of not reaching the 
Council’s carbon targets has reduced, 
but still remains considerable. Delivery 
of these targets relies on collaborating 
with our partner organisations.

More broadband
Openreach’s broadband upgrade plans 
for Cambridgeshire were announced 
at the end of May, meaning full fibre 
broadband is heading to a further 16 
Cambridgeshire towns and villages 
(including Steeple Morden), as part of 
a huge upgrade.
 
Household Support Fund
The government has just announced 
an extension to the Household Support 
Fund for the next six months, to 
support struggling households with 
bills and essential costs.

The £421 million extension gives 
certainty to councils in England over 
the winter months – up until April 
2025 – as they work to help those 
struggling with the cost of energy, 
food, and water. 

Many councils also use the funding 
beyond emergency support, including 
working with local charities and com
munity groups to provide residents 
with key appliances, school uniforms, 
cookery classes, and items to improve 
energy efficiency in the home.

Pen sion ers and others struggling 
to heat their homes or afford other 
essential items over the colder months 
should contact their council to see 

what support may be available to them. 
Details on the latest scheme will be 
communicated in the coming weeks.

Pension Credit
Pension Credit is worth, on average, 
£3,900 per year and unlocks additional 
support including the Winter Fuel 
Payment, help with Council Tax, NHS 
dental care and a free TV licence for 
those over 75. Pension Credit back
dating rules mean it is possible for in
di viduals to apply for Pension Credit 
and have the claim backdated by up 
to three months if they were entitled 
to claim in that time. This means that 
the latest date to apply and still quali
fy for a Winter Fuel Payment is 21 
December.

The Department for Work and 
Pen sions has produced a tool kit to 
sup port councils to ensure older 
people understand how they can get 
Pen sion Credit – see: www.gov.uk/
government/publications/pension
credittoolkit. 

Energy bills
If you’re struggling to pay your energy 
bills or can’t afford to heat your home, 
another potential source of sup port is 
LEAP (Local Energy Advice Part ner
ship), who can be contacted on 0800 
060 7567 or support@applyforleap.
org.uk. 

Housing adaptations
Disabled Facilities Grants are available 
for residents of South Cambs to 
carry out adaptations to their houses, 
whether they are homeowners, private 
rent ers or live in social or council 
homes. This means that people are able 
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to re main living independently in their 
own homes for longer. You can apply at  
www.gov.uk/applydisabledfacilities
grant 

Support for affordable  
housing tenants
Local residents in affordable housing 
who are struggling to make ends meet 
have recently been contacting us. The 
SCDC Welfare and Benefits Team 
(01954 713000) and Citizens Advice 
(www.citizensadvice.org.uk) can help 
with access to financial support. The 
Cambridgeshire Community Foun da
tion helps disperse support and accepts 
donations too.

Bus passes and franchising
The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Combined Authority’s Transport & 
Infrastructure Committee is re com
mending that the Board allow older 
people and those with disabilities to 
use their bus passes before the current 
9.30am start. 

A new Tiger Pass is now also avail
able, offering bus travel for £1 per 
jour ney to those aged up to 25. Details 
of how to apply for the new pass can be 
found at cambridgeshirepeterborough
ca.gov.uk/onepoundbusfare 

The Vision Zero road safety project 
is being revived. Its aims are to re
duce the numbers of people killed or 
seri ously injured on our roads and the 
social and financial impact of this, 
and to develop financially sustainable 
models of road safety activity. The 
origi nal prospectus in 2020 aimed 
for zero killed or seriously injured by 
2040 – though this seems unlikely to 
be met. 

Finally, a reminder that the Com
bin ed Authority’s consultation on bus 
franchising continues until 20 Nov em
ber. Short and long questionnaires can 
be found at cpcayourvoice.co.uk/bus
franchisingconsultation

Changes to voting rights
The South Cambs elections team is 
cur rently undertaking a review of 
all EU electors held on the Electoral 
Register. This is a statutory exercise 
required by the Elections Act 2022. 
Recent changes to voting and candi
dacy rights for EU citizens mean that 
not all EU citizens will qualify to 
register to vote or be a candidate at 
local elections going forward. 

Under the new rules, a citizen from 
an EU country is only entitled to re
main registered if they meet one of the 
fol low ing criteria: a citizen of Den
mark, Luxembourg, Poland, Portu gal 

or Spain (with whom we have a re cip
ro cal agreement) or a citi zen of any 
other EU country who on or be fore 
31 December 2020 had per mis  sion 
to enter or stay in the UK, Cha n nel 
Islands or Isle of Man or who did not 
need per mission, and this has con tin
ued without a break.

Release from best value notice
The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Combined Authority has now been 
re leased from the ‘Best Value Notice’ 
placed on it in January 2023, as the 
Government has recognised the im
prove ment in the organisation.

Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with com-
ments, questions, problems or com plaints. 
We hope we can help but if we can’t we are 
likely to know someone who can!

New year, 
new Christmas lights!

The Parish Council explains why our village streets 
will look a little different this December…

It will soon be time to dust off 
those Christmas jumpers… and 
this year, Gamlingay’s streets will 
be looking a little different. We are 
very pleased to let you know that 
the Parish Council has purchased 
new rope lights to wrap around 
lamp posts in the village this year, 
to re place the 13 motifs we have 
used since 2014. 

The original motifs were pur
chas ed following a fundraising 
ap peal kick started by young Rachel 
Mingay and supported gener ously 
by local busi nesses and residents. 
These motifs were sold to another 
local council and the funds used 
towards the new ones.

New sockets have been fitted 
to ten more lamp posts, so this 
year’s display will extend part way 
down Mill Street/Waresley Road 

and Green End – 21 lights in total 
(eight more than previously).

Please be aware that there are 
three lampposts on Church Street 
that Balfour Beatty have told us we 
cannot use this season as they are 
due to be replaced.

The new lights will be switched 
on either on 30 November or 
1 December (depending on when 
the contractors can fit it into their 
seasonal sched ule). Volunteers 
are planning an event around 
the switchon, so please save the 
date(s) and keep an eye on the 
Gazette and the ‘Christmas Lights’ 
Facebook group for updates:
www.facebook.com/groups/ 
220773649645030

More volunteers are very 
welcome!
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Update from 
How Are You South Cambs
Find details on a great range of activities and support at haysouthcambs.co.uk – some are listed 
below but there are plenty more!

Events and feedback
u Cambs Digi Fest
A range of events to explore topics linked to digital 
inclu sion and learning IT skills.  cambridgeshiredigital
partnership.org.uk/2024/09/09/cambsdigifest2024

u The Library Presents
Arts activities and performances for all ages and interests as 
part of the annual ‘The Library Presents’ festival. Find out 
what’s happening near you and book on this link:  
www.library.live/thelibrarypresents

u International men’s day
Activities for men who work for, or are in the care of, the 
NHS social care or voluntary sector. For more info, text 
07974 260074 or email john.nicholson@cpft.nhs.uk 

u Christmas activities funding for older people
From 1 September McCarthy Stone Foundation will accept 
applications for grants of up to £1,000 to fund Christmas 
events/activities hosting people aged 65 and over. 
mccarthystonefoundation.org/ourgrantprogrammes/

u Feedback about Dementia Services
The SUN Network and NHS is gathering feedback about 
people’s experience of dementia services locally.Contact 
Rachel Nightingale (Rachel.nightingale@sunnetwork.

org.uk / 07521 993364) to find out more about how to 
contribute your views.

New support resources/courses:
u Hoarding and decluttering support
Includes links to local and national organisations that can 
provide support and advice to those living with excess 
clutter in their home. haysouthcambs.co.uk/support/
hoardinganddeclutteringsupport/

u RCE Wellbeing courses
Free wellbeing and mindfulness sessions throughout the 
autumn. www.cpft.nhs.uk/rcewellbeinghub

u STOP Suicide Workshops for LGBTQ+, 
migrant, neurodivergent communities

Free threehour sessions, both online and in person in 
access ible venues across Cambridgeshire. 
stopsuicidepledge.org/trainingandcommunitytalks/

u Supporting your anxious child
Free course where parents can come together to learn how 
to recognise and manage childhood anxiety. Offer  ed in 
St Ives, Waterbeach or online with Nov em ber start dates.  
Find out more about this and other courses at  
www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/cambridgeshirecourse 
directory 
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Gamlingay United Football Club

Latest results
U7s
14/09 League vs Camborne (home)
 Lost 212
 Goals: Teddy, Alfred
 POM:  Teddy
21/09 Friendly vs Longstanton (away)
 Won 16
 Goals:  Tommy 2, Alfred 2, Patrick, 

Teddy
 POM:  Harley
After two years of training together, and some 
friendlies, the newest team kicked off their first 
league game against the Cambourne team that 
they had already played in their first friendly 
some months ago. Despite the defeat, the pro-
gress the team has made in a short space of time 
was clear to see. The team are enjoying the new 
experience of regular matches.

U8s
21/08 vs Queen Edith (away)
 Won 56
 Goals: Frankie 4, Reuben, George
 POM:  Frankie
A great start to the season with an away win 
against a tough opposition; a well-worked last-
minute goal secured the win.

U9s
14/09 vs Trumpington (home)
 Won 10
 Goals: Leyton
 POM:  Reggie
21/09 vs Cottenham blacks (away)
 Won 24
 Goals: Jamie, Reggie, o/g, Bobby
 POM:  Teddy
The U9s have started the new season on a high, 
winning their first two games. They have also 
coped extremely well with the larger pitch and 
the rule changes to ‘no throw ins’.

What about Bowls and Netball?!
Gamlingay Bowls Club and Gamlingay 
Netball are in their off seasons and hence 
there are no updates for this issue of the 

Gazette. Netball should be back next month, and the Bowls 
club will be back in the spring.

U10s
14/09 vs Haverhill (away)
 Won 56
 Goals: Sam 2, Ezra 2, Henry, Zac
 POM:  Sam
Good, hard-earned win in the first game of the 
season. Late goal from Zac to secure the win.

U11s
14/09 vs Lakenheath (away)
 Lost 54
 Goals:  Harry, Max, Isaac, Thomas
 POM:  Harry and Logan
21/09 vs Ely (away)
 Drew 55
 Goals: Max 3, Jay, Archie
 POM:  Archie
Positive start in front of goal for the U11s while 
adjusting to nine-a-side and offsides; great 
deter mination shown in both matches!

U12s
31/08 Cambourne tournament winners 
1/09 vs Histon (home)
 Lost 25
 Goals:  Caspar and Tomas
 POM:  Ashton
14/09 vs St. Neots Town (away)
 Drew 11
 Goals: Tomas
 POM:  Tomas

U14s
14/09 vs Isleham Red (away)
 Won 05
 Goals: Dean 2, Ed 2, Harry
 POM:  Dean
21/09 vs Red Lodge (away)
 Won 34
 Goals: Dean 2, Noah, Freddie
 POM:  Harrison

U16s
07/09 vs Bottisham (away)
 Won 12
 Goals:  Ollie 2
 POM:  Roman
14/09 vs Histon (away)
 Won 05
 Goals:  Alfie, Elliott, Luke, Ollie T, 

Ollie C
 POM:  Alfie

Saturday Seniors
07/09 vs Melbourn (away)
 Won 05
 Goals:  Kersey 2, Macrow, Subocz

Schram, Churms
14/09  vs Histon Hornets (away)
 Lost 10
21/09 vs Hardwick Reserves (away)
 Won 41
 Goals:  C. Sharp, Kennedy, 

Churms, o.g.
With previous manager James Enfield taking 
over the reins again, the team has made a good 
start to the 2024/25 season. A disappointing 
result sandwiched between two strong perform-
ances puts the club in second position after three 
games. Hopefully the good form can continue 
and the goals keep flowing.

Saturday Vets
08/09  vs Sawston (away)
 Lost 43
 Goals:  Critchley, Horwood, 

Careless
 POM:  Critchley
Really good performance with a depreciated 
squad against a strong Sawston side in our first 
game of the season. Unlucky not to walk away 
with at least a point but positive signs for the 
season ahead.
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Cheese soufflé
A recipe from Roderick Starksfield

I was reminded of this classic dish when 
talk ing with the family about food in the 
’70s; my mother would make it quite fre
quently. I haven’t heard of it for a long time.

Many people believe soufflés to be dif
fi cult to make, but they are really quite 
easy. This recipe uses yeast ex tract: I know 
some people hate this, but you can’t taste 
it ex cept for the lovely umami taste it 
con tri  butes.

Serves: 4

Ingredients
• 400ml milk
• 2 banana shallots (halved)
• 1 bay leaf
• 1 small bunch thyme
• 6 cracked peppercorns
• 6 cloves
• 75g butter
• 50g plain flour
• 200g mature cheddar (grated)
• a few tablespoons grated hard cheese 

(e.g. parmesan)
• 1 tsp yeast extract (optional)
• 1 tsp English dry mustard
• 1 tsp cayenne pepper
• 4 eggs, separated, plus one extra egg 

white (the spare egg yolk can be frozen or 
used to make, say, some mayonnaise)

Method
•	 Preheat	the	oven	to	220˚C/200˚C	fan/

Gas 6.
• Place a baking tray in the oven to heat.
• Use a pastry brush to line a 12cm soufflé 

dish with some of the butter, and dust it 
with a little of the grated hard cheese.

• Flavour the milk by putting it in a non
stick pan and adding the shal lots, bay, 
thyme, peppercorns and cloves. Bring 
to a gentle simmer, then remove from 
the heat and set aside to cool and infuse. 
After 15 minutes, strain the cooled 

flavour ed milk through a fine sieve into 
a jug.

• Now make a white sauce by melting the 
butter in a medium nonstick pan over a 
low heat. Stir the flour into the melted 
butter. Cook for a few seconds then grad 
u ally start adding the flavoured milk, just 
a little at a time, stirring well be tween 
each addition.

• When the sauce is smooth and very thick, 
continue to cook for a further 2 minutes, 
stirring constantly, then re move from the 
heat and stir in the grat ed cheddar cheese. 
Add the yeast extract and mustard, if 
using.

• Whisk the egg yolks lightly and stir them 
into the cheese mixture until smooth. 
Pour the resulting mix into a large mix ing 
bowl and cover the surface with a sheet of 
cling film to prevent a skin form ing.

• Using electric beaters, whisk the egg 
whites with a pinch of salt until stiff but 
not dry. They are ready when you can turn 
the bowl upside down with out them slid
ing out.

• Working quickly, remove the cling film 
from the cheesy sauce. Take a large spoon
ful of the egg white and fold into the sauce 
to loosen, then carefully fold in the rest.

• Pour the folded mixture slowly into the 
prepared soufflé dish. Flatten the top with 
a knife blade, and run your thumb round 
the rim to make a small indentation. 
Sprinkle with the re maind er of the grated 
parmesan and a little ground black pepper.

• Bake on the preheated baking tray in the 
oven for 25–30 minutes, or until puffed 
up and golden brown. 

• Once you take it out of the oven, serve the 
soufflé immediately, before it has a chance 
to sink. It should be a little soft in the 
cen ter when it is served, so make sure you 
don’t overcook it.

• Serve with a watercress salad and a glass of 
white wine.

Photo by Alison Pang on Unsplash

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Community Transport Scheme

Call 07519 493 701
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Komino rules
Using the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each box contains one pair. 
A digit can not be beside the same digit in an adjacent box. Boxes containing a pair of identical digits 
cannot be side by side.

I hope you have enjoyed the challenge of 
solving this Komino puzzle. There are 
more in my book of 200 Komino Puzzles, 
which is currently available with 20% 
off the retail price from my publishers 
(Troubador) for £8.00 at: troubador.
co.uk/bookshop/sporthobbies/komino
puzzles using discount code KMNTC1

Komino Medium

Komino Notes:

 October Solution
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Beginners Breeze Thursdays
7 November

Ladies’ Cycling. First Thursday of the month at the Eco Hub.
Contact gill.kitchener@btinternet.com or 07842 135 732

Bellringers Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St. Mary’s, Gamlingay

Bin Collection Days Thursdays:
7, 21 November
14, 28 November

Black
Blue and Green

Booklinks Book Club Monday 4 November First Monday of the month, 7.30pm in the Library at the Eco Hub.

Cock Inn Mondays
11 November

Monthly quiz nights starting at 8.00pm. £2.00 per head for various charities. 
New teams welcome.

Community Choir Wednesday 6 November
Saturday 16 November

First Wednesday of the month 8.00pm to 9:30pm
Third Saturday of the month 10.00am to 12.00noon
Both in the Kingspan Hall at the Eco Hub

Connect Café Fridays 10.30am to 12:30pm at the Eco Hub. All welcome to a friendly dropin cafe 
for a cuppa and cake – £2.00 with free drinks refills.
Lifts available. Please contact the Eco Hub Manager.

Eco Hub Every Monday

Every Tuesday

Every Wednesday

Every Thursday

Every Friday

Every Saturday
Every Sunday

Fortnightly/monthly 
events

One off events

Zumba Gold – 10.00am to 10.45am
Kingfisher Disability Group – 10.00am to 3.00pm
Fitness Pilates – 11.00am to 11.45am
Movement for Memory – 1.00pm to 2.30pm
Street Dance & Freestyle Disco – 4.00pm to 6.50pm (term time only)
Rainbow Guides – 6.00pm to 7.00pm (term time only)
Mat Pilates – 10.00am to 10.55am
Chair Pilates – 11.05am to 12.00noon
Active Ageing Pilates – 12.05pm to 1.00pm
Carpet Bowls – 2.00pm to 4.00pm
Yoga – 7.15pm to 8.15pm
Fitness to prevent injury – 9.30am to 10.30am
Kingfisher Disability Group – 10.00am to 3.00pm
Love Art Community Art Group – 10.30am to 12.30pm
Puppy training – 2.00pm to 4.00pm
Tai Chi – 9.30am to 10.30am
Cha Char Chimps, children’s fun session – 10.00am to 11.00am
Crafty Ladies Craft Group (Gentlemen welcome too!)  – 10.00am to 

12.00noon
Cha Char Baby Chimps Session (For newborns and non-walking babies) – 

11.30am to 12.15pm
New Age Kurling – 2.00pm to 3.00pm
Ballroom and Latin Dance Class – 4.30pm to 5.00pm (term time only)
Alice Lucas School of Dance – 5.00pm to 7.45pm (term time only)
Mindful Moments – mindfulness and wellbeing – 7.30pm to 8.30pm
Kingfisher Disability Group – 10.00am to 3.00pm
Connect Café Community Coffee Morning – 10.30am to 12.30pm
O’Mahoney Academy Irish Dancing – 9.00am to 10.00am
Little Ruggers – 8.00am to 12.15pm (term time only)

For Men to Talk – first Tuesday of the month, 6.00pm to 8.00pm
Memory Lane Group – For people living with dementia and memory loss, 
and their companions. Fourth Tuesday of the month, 2.00pm to 4.00pm
Library Lego Club – first and third Saturdays of the month, 10.00am to 
12.00noon

Repair Café – Saturday 2 November 1.00pm to 4.00pm 
Jewellery and gold valuation and buying – Thursday 7 November 
12.00noon to 4.00pm
New Moon Meditation – Friday 15 November 7.00pm to 8.00pm
Christmas Craft Fair – Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 November 12.00noon 
to 4.00pm
Sound Bath – Friday 22 November 7.30pm to 8.30pm

Gamlingay Allotments Secretary Robert Carolan, gamlingay.allotment@gmail.com
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Gamlingay Library Mondays
Wednesdays

Thursdays
Fridays
Saturdays
Saturdays 5 November

2.00pm to 4.00pm – Preschoolers’ Story Time 2.30pm
2.00pm to 4.00pm – Free computer buddying, ask at the library for info
6.00pm to 7.00pm
10.00am to 12noon
10.30am to 12.30pm
10.00am to 12.00noon
10.00am to 12noon – Library Lego Club

Gamlingay Parish Council Full Council Meeting
Tuesday
12 November
F&GP Meeting
Tuesday
26 November

Meetings held at 7.30pm in the Kier Suite at the Eco Hub and are open 
to all. Planning Committee Meetings (open to all) at 7.00pm prior to the 
Full Council and Finance & General Purposes Meetings.
Clerks: Leanne Bacon and Kirstin Rayner. Tel: 650 310 or  
Email: clerk@gamlingaypc.gov.uk. Agendas available on our Website: www.
gamlingaypc.gov.uk and on noticeboards.

Gamlingay Social Club Thursdays
7, 21 November
Thursdays
14, 28 November
Every Friday

Cribbage

Fun Quiz

Cash prize bingo at 8.30pm

Gamlingay Walkers Wednesdays
6 November
4 December

First Wednesday morning of the monthh, followed by optional pub 
lunch, March to December. Contact Miriam on 01767 654 891 or email 
miriamjones80@hotmail.com

Greensands Writers Tuesdays
19 November

Meetings held on the third Tuesday of every month via Zoom.
Details on www.greensandwriters.weebly.com

Guild of St. Mary's Mondays
18 November

Monthly meetings, usually third Monday of the month.

Hatley Coffee Morning Tuesdays
5 November

10.00am to 1.00pm at Hatley Village Hall. Everyone welcome. Donations on 
the day split between the Village Hall and Church.

Hatley Parish Council Third Tuesday of the 
months January, March, 
May, July and October

Meetings start at 7.00pm. Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde on 07591 346 835 or 
email clerk@hatleypc.gov.uk
Details on the website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

History Society Tuesdays
12 November

Meetings, open to all, are held at the Eco Hub, Stocks Lane at 7.30pm on the 
second Tuesday of each month, except January, July and August. 

Jelly Tots Baby and 
Toddlers

Mondays 9.30am to 11.00am. A baby and toddler group for 05 years. £2.00 per adult 
and child plus 50p per extra child. St Mary’s Church Hall.

Music Club Thursdays
14, 28 November

Meetings held every alternate Thursday.
For further information call Geoff Bruerton on 01767 650 748.

Photographic Society Contacts: Nick or Jackie Bruce 01767 651 025/07925 119 346

Potton Ladies Club Tuesdays
5 November

Meetings on the first Tuesday of the month at the Mill Lane Pavillion, Mill 
Lane, Potton. Sarah Burgoine: sarahjburgoine@gmail.com or 01767 631 415.

St. Mary’s Choir Thursdays 6.30pm choir practice open to all singers at St. Mary’s Church.

St. Mary’s Simple Lunches Tuesdays
5, 19 November

First and third Tuesday of the month.
12.30pm start at St. Mary’s Church Hall

The Gazette Friday 29 November January/February issue deadline for all copy and adverts.

The Wheatsheaf Mondays
Thursdays
Fridays

Quiz on the last Monday of the month, starts at 7.30pm
Pizza Van from 5.00pm to 9.00pm
Kebab Van from 5.00pm to 9.00pm

Women’s Institute Tuesdays
19 November

In the Kier Suite, Eco Hub at 7.30pm on the third Tuesday of the month. 
Please come along to our friendly meetings.
For further info: Jean 650 367 or 07522 665 901 and Jane 07790 256 703
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Churches
Baptist Church, Office Church Office

Sally Graves
651 519
650 112

St. Mary The Virgin Rector: Hilary Young
Church Warden: to Ann Davis
Reader: Chris Miller

650 587
07970 076 972
650 779

Halls for Hire
Eco Hub Kate Laughame

manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
651 226

Everton Village Hall 682 251

Gamlingay Social Club Katrina Smith 651 775

Hatley Village Hall Kim Wilde, www.hatley.info 07591 346 835

Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310

St. Mary's Church Ann Davis
gamlingaychurchhall@gmail.com

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736

gamlingaybellringers@gmail.com
www.gamlingaybellringers.webador.co.uk

Booklinks Kate Laugharne 651 226

Cafe Connect Ann Kirby 651 134

Community Choir Jane Orchiston 0753 500 5908

East Beds Model Railway Society Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Friends of St Mary’s Helen Miller 677 390

Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners 
Association (GAGA)

Secretary: Robert Carolan
gamlingayallotments@gmail.com
Membership Secretary: John Way
johnway803@gmail.com

07771 598 810

650 114

Gamlingay Archaeological 
Group (Gamarch)

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
julialmanley@yahoo.com

650 009

Gamlingay Players Amy Lovat, lovat1@hotmail.com 07843 527 979

Gamlingay Walkers Miriam  Titchner 654 891

Gardening Club Chair: Marcia Kaye 07770 796959

Greensand Writers www.greensandwriters.wixsite.com

Guild of St. Mary's Liz Huckle 650 988

History Society David Allen
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com

651 472

Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707

Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748

Photographic Society Chair/Secretary: Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com

651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough

651 982
651 070

Sandy and District Round Table Lee Packham Brown

Sir John Jacob's Almshouses Clerk: cwsjjapc@outlook.com
Chair: Sebastian Kindersley

651 120
651 982

Emergency Services
Police, Ambulance 
and Fire

999

NonEmergency Fire 01223 376 217

NonEmergency Police 
and Community Police

101

PC Mark Heslop
01480 456 111
(Ask for St Neots Police Station)

Healthcare and Council
Medical centre

Appointments
Out of hours

260 340
111

District nurses 08456 024 064

Age Concern 01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Community car scheme
Alison Baker

07519 493 701

Parish Council 650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingaypc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingaypc.gov.uk
Chairman: Samantha Martin
Vice-Chairman:  Wendy Boyne

Faulty Street Lights 0800 7873 247

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom

Hatley Parish Council 07591 346 835
Clerk: Kim Wilde 
Email: clerk@hatley-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Paul Kraus
cllrkraus@hatleypc.gov.uk

Politics
Member of Parliament

Pippa Heylings, MP
pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk

County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
Bridget Smith 03450 450 500
Cllr.BridgetSmith@scambs.gov.uk
MondaySaturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council

Hatley District Councillor
Heather Williams

07885 774 775

cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk
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St. Neots Model Railway Club John Kneeshaw
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

Village Show Jayne Dawkins
gamlingayshow@hotmail.com

07713 247973

Women’s Institute Jean York

Jane

650 367 or
07522 665 901
07790 256 703

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510

Everton Heath Primary 
Preschool

Katie May
kmay@evertonheath.org.uk

01767 680 534

Jelly Tots & Marvellous Musicians Lisa Mistrano 07931 356 931

Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645
07714 821 940

School
Gamlingay Primary 650 208

Sports
Bowls Club Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Breeze Ladies Cycling Gill Kitchener 650 035

Football Club (Youth Teams) Chair: Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Gamlingay Gym

MUGA Hire

Jo Treverton
info@gamlingayleisure.org.uk

651 785

651 785

Gamlingay Netball Club Gamlingaynetball@gmail.com

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165

Waresley Cricket Club Rod Kerr
waresleycc@hotmail.co.uk

07545 453 559

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay Rainbows Sarah Galvin gamlingayrainbows@outlook.com

2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547

Beavers Nicola gamlingay.beavers@gmail.com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532

Gamlingay Scouts Charlie Jackson gamlingayscouts@hotmail.com

Gransden Cubs Susan Jefferd 261 000

Pathfinder Scouts Paul O’Shea
paul.r.oshea@googlemail.com
Paul Bevis
Bevis2021@gmail.com

07555 530 996

07779 651 543

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212 

Youth Cafe Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Youth Club Lucy Rands 07929 453 235

Cambridge County Council
Care Services 

Adult Health and 
Social Service General 
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care 0345 045 5202

Children’s Services 0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled 
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health 0345 045 5205

Learning Disability 
Partnership/Sensory 
Services

0345 045 5221

General Community Services

Citizenship 0345 045 5155

Education Transport 0345 045 5208

Education Welfare 
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information 
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries 0345 045 5200

Human Resources 
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services 
(includes automatic 
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Online Payments 
Support

0345 045 5211

Streetscene
(Highways, Transport and 
Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard 0345 045 5222

Trading Standards 0845 404 0506

Waste Management 0345 045 5207

Other Emergency Services
Power cuts

UK Power Networks 105

Water supply
Cambridge Water 01223 706 050

Surface flooding
Cambs County 
Councill 0345 045 5200

Sewer flooding
Anglian Water 03457 145 145

Domestic gas 
emergency 0800 111 999
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Can you HELP the Community Transport Scheme?
Volunteer drivers URGENTLY needed – Contact 07519 493 701


