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Climate change…how do we know?
How can we be certain?
Is it time to panic yet?
Next month the 26th UN Climate Change Conference (COP26)
opens in Glasgow. Over the last few months we have seen
unprecedented weather events – illustrating the urgent need for
action, as if we didn't already know. What were once termed
“every 200 year” events are now becoming commonplace.
Here's what the scientists say.

recognized Earth’s natural greenhouse
effect and suggested that slight changes
in the atmospheric composition could
bring about climatic variations. In
1896, a seminal paper by Swedish
scientist Svante Arrhenius first pre
dicted that changes in atmospheric
carbon dioxide levels could substan
tially alter the surface temperature
through the greenhouse effect.
In 1938, Guy Callendar connected
carbon dioxide increases in Earth’s
atmosphere to global warming. In
1941, Milutin Milankovic linked ice
ages to Earth’s orbital characteristics.
Gilbert Plass formulated the Carbon
Dioxide Theory of Climate Change in
1956.
Earth-orbiting satellites and other
technological advances have enabled
scientists to see the big picture,
collecting many different types of
Graph: NASA.
information about our planet and its
climate on a global scale. This body
of data, collected over many years,
reveals the signals of a changing
climate.
EARTH’S climate has changed
95% probability) to be the result of
The ability of carbon dioxide and
throughout history. Just in the last
human activity since the mid-20th
other gases to affect the transfer
650,000 years there have been seven
century and proceeding at a rate that
of infrared energy through the
cycles of glacial advance and retreat,
is unprecedented over millennia.
atmosphere is the scientific basis
with the abrupt end of the last ice age
In 1824, Joseph Fourier calculated
of many instruments flown by
about 11,700 years ago marking the
that an Earth-sized planet, at our
NASA. There is no question that
beginning of the modern climate era
distance from the Sun, ought to be
– and of human civilization. Most of
much colder. He suggested something increased levels of greenhouse
these climate changes are attributed to in the atmosphere must be acting like gases must cause Earth to warm
very small variations in Earth’s orbit
an insulating blanket. In 1856, Eunice in response.
that change the amount of solar energy Foote discovered that blanket, showing Ice cores drawn from Greenland,
our planet receives.
that carbon dioxide and water vapour Antarctica, and tropical mountain
glaciers show that Earth’s climate
The current warming trend is of
in Earth’s atmosphere trap escaping
responds to changes in greenhouse gas
particular significance because most
infrared (heat) radiation.
of it is extremely likely (greater than
In the 1860s, physicist John Tyndall
Continued on page 3
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happening recently with extreme
weather will raise the will to tackle
the problem.”

Some people point to developing
countries such as China and India
as driving climate change through
levels. Ancient evidence can also be
industrial growth and poor pollution
found in tree rings, ocean sediments,
control. But the individual, personal
coral reefs, and layers of sedimentary Comment:
It is simple. Carbon Dioxide traps
carbon footprint in India is 1.4 tonnes,
rocks. This ancient, or paleoclimate,
evidence reveals that current warming heat. Increased heat is causing climate and in China it is 2.5 tonnes whereas
changes that put life on Earth in
in the UK it is 13.9, Canada is 15.8 and
is occurring roughly ten times faster
peril (ask David Attenborough, your
the USA is top of the league at 21.2
than the average rate of ice-ageCOP26 People’s Advocate). We are on tonnes of CO2 per person per annum.
recovery warming. Carbon dioxide
Do you know what your own carbon
from human activity is increasing more the brink of these disastrous changes
footprint is?
than 250 times faster than it did from becoming irreversible, leading to
Have a look at: www.cambridge
natural sources after the last Ice Age. mass species extinctions, many of
which have already occurred. Action
carbonfootprint.org to find out.
to tackle this isn’t simply up to
The Gazette editor confesses to a
…climate is already
government and industry, every single carbon footprint of one elephant,
changing here in the UK…
individual must take action now to do annually. That’s 8.07 tonnes of CO2
whatever they can to limit their own
which my lifestyle is producing. If
The UK State of the Climate
carbon footprint.
you have trouble imagining the size
report from the Meteorological
of an elephant, or want to quibble as
Office, published in July states that
How many of these
to whether it is an African or Indian
2020 was the third warmest, fifth
in your carbon
one, try this: your typical CO2 fire
wettest and eighth sunniest on record
footprint?.
extinguisher is 2kg. My 8.07 tonnes
with its author Mike Kendon, climate
equates to 3,660 fire extinguishers of
information scientist saying “A lot of
CO2 – each year.
people think climate change is in the
future – but this proves the climate is
Is it time to panic?
already changing here in the UK. As it
continues to warm we are going to see
No, panic doesn’t help. But personal
more and more extreme weather such
action is absolutely necessary and
as heatwaves and floods.”
urgently needed.
The BBC reported Liz Bentley, head
The question is, what are YOU
of the Royal Meteorological Society,
prepared to do right now, what
saying that even if governments could
committment will YOU make to
achieve the challenging outcome of
help minimise the impact on future
limiting global temperature rise to
generations?
1.5°C – which looks very unlikely –
Sources: NASA, Intergovernmental Panel on
that would still lead to a 10% increase
Climate Change, UK Meteorological Office,
in the amount of water the air can
Royal Meteorological Society, BBC.
hold.
“In the UK,” she said, “we are
likely to see temperatures of 40°C.
As we get 1.5°C warming, that’ll be
something we see on a regular basis.

…even a small temperature
rise of 0.1 or 0.2 degrees
overall can make a huge
difference…
People don’t realise that even a small
temperature rise of 0.1 or 0.2 degrees
overall can make a huge difference
– especially in the frequency and
intensity of extreme events.
We had roads melting last year, rails
start to buckle, electric cabling starts
to buckle. We often say we’d like a
climate like the Med, but people were
soon complaining they were too hot
– not just in the day but especially at
night.
It often takes a massive high-impact
event to change attitudes to the
climate – so let’s hope what’s been

Is the Gulf Stream about
to collapse?

POLAND, Russia and Sweden are
famous for having severe winters. But
Warsaw is on the same latitude (as
far north) as London, while Moscow
and Gothenburg are much the same
as Oban or Dundee in Scotland. The
key difference is that the warm waters
of the Gulf Stream have a major
influence on the UK's weather, creating
our warmer and wetter “island”
environment.
But in the foreseeable future that
could be about to change.
Climate scientists have detected
warning signs of the “collapse” of
the Gulf stream. Research shows
the currents, known officially as
the Atlantic meridional overturning
circulation (AMOC) are at their slowest
point in at least 1,600 years and may be
nearing a shutdown.

This would have a catastrophic result
around the world, disrupting cropfuelling rains in India, South America
and West Africa, increasing storms and
lowering temperatures in Europe and
raising sea levels in North America.
Scientists say this collapse could take
place within the next few decades, or
it may be a few centuries away, but
because of the potential huge impact
“must never be allowed to happen”.
The Gazette editor would like to hear
from you if you think we should try
to do all we can to tackle the Climate
Emergency, as individuals and as a local
community.
Email: editor@gamlingaygazette.uk
with your thoughts.
Sources: Nature Climate Change; Potsdam
Institute for Climate Impact Research.
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Village green
and more for
Gamlingay?

THE parish council meeting in July
learned that there were plans afoot
to gift nine acres of new recreational
green space to the village, on land
historically farmed by the Roberts,
Richardson, Darlow and Gore families.
Mr James Richardson told the meet
ing that they intended to gift an area
that would include 2,500 trees, an
orchard, a community walled garden,
new walking routes and cycle paths
as well as bowls, an indoor gym and
clubhouse and an outdoor gym and
sports pitch. They envisage the facility
as providing a “village green” for the
community.
The land comprises a ten acre
plot bounded by Cinques Road and
East Lane, nine acres of which will
be offered to the parish council.

4
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Transferring the land to the custodian
ship of Gamlingay should, James
Richardson says, ensure large scale
development will never happen and
the gap between Gamlingay and
Gamlingay Cinques will be preserved.
However, the proposals for the tenth
acre of the site includes “a simple single
barn in an agricultural style that will
accommodate a total of ten units in a
single envelope.”
The Gazette approached Gamlingay
parish council for comment and was
told: “Neither the Parish Council nor
individual councillors can say anything
at this time, as it may be interpreted
as pre determining the planning
application, when it is made.”
James Richardson pointed out to
The Gazette that he has had approaches

from speculative land purchasers
who would want to “concrete it over
and put a hundred houses there.”
He feels that doing things in the way
he outlines, and stresses he is looking
for suggestions and feedback from
residents, would enhance Gamlingay,
especially the northern part of it,
and preserve it from large-scale
development.
Should such a development take
place and if it provided a gym, it would
have to take into account the impact
on the existing gym (and any other
existing leisure facilities), and if the
parish council has to manage more
facilities then there is a potential cost
to residents by way of the precept.
See www.gamlingay-green.co.uk for
more information and direct feedback.
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Coppicing in Gamlingay Wood.
1: A18 coppice Plot 1 February 2013; 2: A18 coppice Plot 1 August 2013; 3: M3-4 coppice Plot 2 April 2007.
SEPTEMBER is when our practical
habitat management starts; this is often
achieved through work parties. The
Wildlife Trust for Beds, Cambs and
Northants’ work parties are regular
meetings of volunteers who carry out
conservation tasks on our reserves.
Many sites have dedicated volunteer
wardens who lead the work parties
under the guidance of our Reserves
Team.
In our West Cambs 100s larger
woodlands, the main task is coppicing.
This is where trees (often hazel) are
cut down low to the ground using
hand tools, either in patches to create
glades, or along the wide paths (called
rides). Areas are cut in rotation so
there are always parts at different
stages of regrowth to create a diverse
structure in the wood. When coppiced
trees grow back, they have multiple
stems and create dense areas of habitat.
It is recommended by Natural England
that 20% of larger woodlands are open
areas.

…work parties happen
over the winter so they
don’t disturb breeding
birds…
The open areas are sheltered and
sunny and work well for flowers and
insects like oxlip and butterflies.
The dense regrowth areas are good
for nesting sites for birds like willow
warblers.
These work parties happen over the
winter so they don’t disturb breeding
birds. Winter is also a time when the
trees are dormant and there is less sap
in the branches; if trees are cut at the

wrong time, they can leak sap and lose
their stored sugar. Although coppicing
looks destructive, it actually prolongs
the life of trees and creates great
habitat.
The product is sometimes sold.
Long straight poles can be used for
gardening supports, bigger pieces are
chopped for firewood, and thinner
branches can be bundled as “faggots”
which are used by the trust for river
restoration projects. You can arrange
to buy these products by making
contact with the volunteer warden.

…we rely heavily on
our supporters who help
practically or financially…
As a charity, we rely heavily on
our supporters who help practically
or financially, so we can look after
special places like Gamlingay Wood.
You can help by becoming a member,
volunteering, or by supporting our
events.
If you are interested in joining a
work party for Gamlingay Wood,
sessions happen every two weeks
on Sundays. Please find the contact
details of the volunteer warden on our
website. They will need to know you
are coming in order to manage group
sizes. Older children are welcome
when accompanied by a responsible
adult. See www.wildlifebcn.org/
get-involved/volunteer.
Please be prepared for some hard
work with old clothes and shoes you
don’t mind getting muddy!
If you are interested in learning
more about wildlife in Gamlingay
Wood and other reserves nearby,

please join me on seasonal stroll.
See www.wildlifebcn.org/events.
Waresley and Gransden Wood
update: please note that contractors
will be starting work in Waresley and
Gransden Wood in early autumn. This
restoration work is to widen and reprofile the main ride and will happen
in sections over the coming years.
Some paths will be closed whilst heavy
machinery is working, and then to
enable vegetation to recover.
More information can be found on
our website: www.wildlifebcn.org/
nature-reserves.
I'm Rebecca Neal and work with
communities surrounding our West
Cambs 100s reserves, delivering
events and working with all ages.
Facebook: @BeccaBadgerWTBCN
BCN Facebook/Twitter: @
wildlifebcn
Visit: www.wildlifebcn.org
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Hello from the Hub

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday 9th October

Feeling like a little fun?
SPONSORED by a ‘Covid Recovery
Grant’ The Parish Council and the
Hub have been busy planning a party to
welcome people back to the Hub and
to enjoy some food and entertainment,
get our community mixing again and
provide a fun afternoon out for all ages.
On Saturday 9th October, the party
will run from 1.00pm to 4.00pm and
while, as I write, planning is at an early
stage, we expect there to be a variety
of surprise entertainments, music and
food. Enjoy a hog roast or an ice cream,
entertain the kids, chat to your friends
and neighbours, explore the Hub if you
are not familiar with it, and generally
relax, have fun and enjoy some post
Covid fun. We will be both outside and
inside, depending on the weather, so if
it’s fine, bring a picnic. Look out for
information on posters, banners, leaflets
and on Facebook or contact us for more
information.
September sees us getting busy again,
with Zumba Gold, Slimming World and
Circuits, Pilates for Seniors and Chair
Pilates, Yoga, Therapies fitness class and
Asahi Karate, Cha Char Chimps,and
Little Ruggers Rugby training, Indoor
Bowls, plus a Comedy Night and visiting
Theatre productions (see the Time
Machine).
Don’t forget the Connect Café on
Friday mornings 10.30am-12.30pm for
great cake, teacakes and chat.
Just contact us for any more details or
see our website.
Stay safe and well.
With all best wishes
The Eco Hub Team

CHRISTMAS CARD

PILATES FOR SENIORS

Design a Christmas
Card for the Hub?

Pilates for Seniors
– Mat and Chair

IF YOU’RE feeling creative, we’d
love to hear from you!
Each Christmas we send out a card
to friends, volunteers and customers
and we would love a new Christmas
card design this year.
The only rule is that it must feature
the Hub in some way, otherwise
it can be a drawing or painting, or
photograph, in colour or black and
white, and any style you like.
Open to all ages, if you want to
have a go, please email or drop in
your design to us, and we will choose
the one we like best and print it up
for our card this year!
The winner will get a supply of
printed cards for their own use, plus
a ‘thank you’ gift.

IF YOU fancy trying Pilates, but
worry about your mobility, especially
getting up off a mat, then try Pilates
for Seniors – Mat and Chair (Chair
Pilates is for you if you struggle to get
on or off the floor).
Kamni Brown is a qualified
instructor who specialises in Pilates
for those less mobile, or who have
health issues.
She describes Pilates as a series
of controlled exercises which work
your body from within building core
strength, improving joint stability and
mobility, improving balance and total
body strength to help you move well
every day.

COME TO THE THEATRE

The Time Machine

Booking now!
Friday 24th September, 6.30pm
VISITING theatre company Keeper’s
Daughter was a smash hit at the
Hub in 2019 with its version of a
Christmas Carol. Now they are back
with their one hour play The Time
Machine.
Using spoken word, humour,
music, puppetry and a fully working
Time Machine, the story tells of an
eccentric Victorian inventor who
travels forward in time only to find
his time machine disappears. How
will he escape back to his own time?
Suitable for the whole family (over
sevens). Tickets available from the
Hub, drop in or email us to reserve.
Further information:
https://www.keepersdaughter.
com/timemachine

It’s also beneficial if you want to
alleviate back pain or have other
joint related issues for example
osteoporosis, arthritis, etc.
Both the Seniors and the Chair
classes are friendly community group
classes and the sessions are at a steady
pace which is gentle on joints and
movements can be adapted to suit
your body and the level you are at.
Mat Pilates is at 9.30am to 10.30am
on Tuesday mornings.
Chair Pilates is at 11.00am to
12.00noon also on Tuesday mornings.
Kamni Brown
Pilates Teacher & Personal Trainer, L3 Dipl.
PlentyTraining Pilates and Fitness
Mobile: 07876 500 543
www.plentytraining.co.uk

Our Facebook page, Twitter feed and website have all the latest on What's On. Email is the best way to get hold of us for now as
the managers are often working at home, or you can leave a message on our ansaphone.
We are Sarah and Kate (joint managers) supported by Jake and Tony.
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk | phone: 01767 651 226
email: manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk | Facebook/Twitter: Gamlingay Eco Hub
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Pre-school end of term
THE children had a fabulous time
at our end of term Graduation
Celebrations.
With Covid-19 cancelling our plans
of a family fun day with activities and
stalls, the team did a fantastic job to
send the class off in style.
They had a magic show and disco

The Connect
Cafe is back

Friday 10.30am to 12.30pm at
the Eco Hub
We’re back again!

After such a long break we’re
ready with a big smile and a warm
welcome on Friday mornings
at the Hub, in the spirit of
community and friendship which
is our ethos.
Come along and join us!!
For £2.00 we offer a cuppa
and your choice from a varied
selection of treats (toasted
teacakes are favourite!), with free
tea or coffee top-ups.
The team have really missed
all our ‘old’ friends who have
supported the Cafe, and look
forward to welcoming them and
‘new’ friends, to enjoy a really
happy, chatty get-together.
8
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with Mr Marvel which had the
children howling with laughter,
followed by a party lunch with all their
preschool friends and teachers.
The children were then able to dress
up with their graduation gowns and
mortar boards for their Graduation
ceremony as they left the preschool
garden for the final time.
We would like to thank Lisa,
Rainbow’s Preschool manger for
all her hard work this year keeping
everything running smoothly and the

amazing team, Paula, Keesha, Lucy,
Anna and Katie.
We look forward to welcoming the
new children this September.
If you’re looking to reserve a space
for your child at Rainbows, please get
in touch contact@rainbowgamlingay.
co.uk.

Potton View

Garden volunteers needed
FOLLOWING my previous request
in The Gazette several people kindly
donated plants for our garden
redesign. The project has not
progressed as quickly as we had
hoped due to the difficulty of finding
a contractor to quote for the work.
Hopefully we can resolve that soon.
The gardens are looking good at
the moment with 17 hanging baskets
in place, some 20+ pots and three
large trugs. We have used over 300
plug plants which were acquired over
the internet and grown on by the
residents.
It seems wrong to throw them
away at the end of the season when
we could take cuttings ready for next
year. In order to do this we need
some voluntary help as the staff here
do not have the time to help us with
moving things from one place to
another.
Are there any kind souls who could
give us a hand throughout the year?
If we could get together a group
of say half a dozen people who could
perhaps operate on a roster it should
not be too onerous for any one
person.

Because we are regarded as
vulnerable people any volunteers
would have to be subject to interview
by the management and the usual
checks by the authorities in the
same way as any paid employee
or volunteer with any similar
organisation.
If you can help please speak to our
manager Jo Cahill on 01767 654 866.
As an aside to that I know she
would be very pleased to hear from
anybody interested in joining the
care staff here.
I attach some photographs of the
hanging baskets and tubs which are
a little behind due to the lack of
warmth.
John Bennewith – Resident

THE GAMLINGAY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

We are almost there!
THE Gamlingay Neighbourhood Plan
is a way of helping our community to
have a positive influence on planning
and development in the future. Once
finalised, the document is valid until
2035 and forms part of the statutory
development plan which means that
South Cambridgeshire District Council
must use our plan to determine
planning applications.
Neighbourhood plans are being
created all over the UK by volunteers
for their own town or village and it
is hoped that these will carry real
weight when it comes to local planning
applications.
Some of you may remember that
last year we developed a draft plan
which was sent to every household and
we held a total of eight consultation
sessions throughout September and
October at the Eco Hub.
We had a total of 36 online respon
ses, 24 of which were full responses
requiring feedback plus 19 statutory

consultee responses requiring feedback
(e.g. potential developers), and a
response from the Statutory Planning
Authority (South Cambs District
Council). The concerns and comments
were published in full on the website:
www.gamlingay-future.co.uk
What’s Happening Now?
The small volunteer group have
been working hard to finalise the
plan, incorporating comments, adding
maps and clarifying the texts in order
to submit it to South Cambridgeshire
District Council. This submission
is about to happen and the South
Cambs Planning Authority must now
undertake the next step which is a
further consultation with all of you,
called a Regulation 16 consultation.
This Regulation 16 consultation will
give you another chance to comment
on the plan, after which it goes to the
Planning Inspector for consideration.
Finally, everyone gets to vote yes or

no in the village (a referendum) –
hopefully by 2022!
This whole process has taken the best
part of five years since the start, which
seems never ending, but it is always
limited by the time and availability of
volunteers. While we are waiting for
South Cambridgeshire District Council
to undertake the final consultation and
approve the plan, the Parish Council
can adopt the interim (draft) in its
planning policy, and then replace this
with the final approved one.
So before too long, you should see
the plan again, and have a chance to
comment once again, or for the first
time! Please get involved if you can, as
it affects the future of Gamlingay and
everyone who lives here.
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group consists
of Sarah Groom, Rachel Lee, Samantha Martin,
and Kirstin Rayner (Gamlingay Parish Council
Clerk). The Steering Group would like to thank
the other volunteers who have given their time
over the past five years to bring the plan this far.
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St. Mary’s Letter for September
Dear Friends,

AS I write approaching the beginning
of August, my thoughts are very much
on ‘renew, refresh, restore’ and the
need for us all to feed our souls as
we continue living in a world with
Covid-19 raising awareness of the risks
of pandemic to global structures.
As I write, I am greatly enjoying the
snatches of the Olympic Games I’ve
managed to see. So uplifting to see the
possibilities of the human body, mind
and spirit, even if they don’t match
with anything I seem capable of!
As I watch I have been struck by
the stories of people who have ‘made
it’ despite the odds against them, as I
am inspired by their enthusiasm and
determination – ‘anyone can do this
if I can, your dreams are achievable if
you only work hard and don’t give up’
– they prove that can be true.
I can’t help thinking though, that,
with the focus on medals, it is easy to
miss the fact of how amazingly well
some of the competitors have done
just to get to the games. If even medal
winners can be disappointed, how
much more easily can those who don’t
win anything feel they have failed,
when in my eyes they are a success just
by being there.
I am reminded of Paul’s comparison
of the work of athletes of his time,
competing for laurel crowns, with
his efforts. He reminds his readers of
the discipline required to gain passing
rewards, and compares that with his
own, aiming for an eternal prize.
It is worth remembering we are all
potential winners in our own race, we
are the only ones equipped to be our
unique best selves, and that is precious
in God’s sight, not in comparison with
anyone else.
So I’m not worried that I can’t
run, ride, swim like those Olympic
athletes, but I am encouraged to get
on and do the best at what I can do –
within the love of God, so my efforts
10
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are for me and for the common good.
But the Olympics is all history now,
as we move into Autumn and try to
plan for who-knows-what in these next
weeks. It is my fervent hope that limits
on numbers in church, now gone, will
not return, although we will continue
to make every effort to keep one
another safe by taking the precautions
that we are advised and agree together
to prevent the spread of airborne
viruses.
We do have some dates settled, but
much more work to do in the coming
weeks to plan for October through
to Christmas, so again watch weekly
news for arrangements.

services and when decorations can be
put in churches.
Open Churches Weekend ‘Bike and
Hike’, ‘Ride and Stride’.
The second weekend of September
sees Historic Churches Trust
sponsored events on Saturday 11th,
when our churches will be open for
visitors to sign in on their travels – this
includes St Denis at East Hatley as well
as the Cambridgeshire churches at
Gamlingay and Hatley St George.
Anyone interested in supporting
the Historic Churches Trusts through
collecting sponsors should contact
Hilary or look up the websites as
follows:
Cambridgeshire Historic Churches
A look back to July
Trust for Gamlingay, Hatley St George
THE result of changed dates for
and East Hatley
‘opening up’ was that instead of
https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/
our planned July Church Fete at
cambridgeshire-historic-churches-trust
Gamlingay we put on a ‘church past’
Beds and Herts Historic Churches
photo display in church, along with a
Trust for Everton
scarecrow congregation for the village https://bedshertshct.org.uk
scarecrow competition. At the same
Volunteers will be staffing the
time refreshments were provided
churches during the Saturday in
outside in the afternoons of Saturday
Gamlingay and Hatley, do be in touch
and Sunday, including a BBQ on the
with Hilary if you could help out with
Sunday.
this.
It was so good for existing
NB: There is a wedding at Gamlingay
congregation to be together socially
on the Saturday afternoon, when
again, and to meet some new friends
people won’t be wandering around the
too. We also raised approaching £600, church sight-seeing, although riders
so THANK YOU everyone who
and striders will of course be welcome
helped and supported. And we won a to sign in for sponsorship.
prize for our scarecrows!
Gamlingay Food Project
Harvest Festival Weekend THIS partnership project has been
longer in the hatching than we’d
2nd October
originally envisaged, but work has
THERE will be celebrations services
been going on behind the scenes since
in all three Benefice churches and
February so that in July and August
Harvest sales and feasts. Everton’s
the Almshouse Chapel has been used
Harvest Supper is booked for the
as a base for food distribution, with
evening of 1st October at the parish
some limited offerings of spare food
Hall, other details are still to be
outside.
confirmed.
At time of writing we did not have
If you have something to celebrate,
do be in touch to see if we can include an exact date, but the Community
it, Newsletters will advertise times of Fridge element of the project was due

to be opened formally with a bit of
a celebration in the week beginning
23rd August.
THANK YOU to volunteers.
Thanks to you we will soon by fully
operational – aiming to be open
weekday mornings to begin with.
If you have not yet been in touch but
would like to be involved, do contact
Adrian or Hilary at the project, we
would love to hear from you.

ALSO
WE are raising money for a freezer
to go with the Community Fridge,
to extend the life of food on offer.
Gamlingay Baptist Church is holding
the fund for this, already halfway
there with a very generous donation.
To contribute online go to:
http://gbchurch.org.uk/freezerfund

‘anyone can do this if I can, your
dreams are achievable if you only
work hard and don’t give up’

Service Pattern in the Benefice Parishes

(Consultation on this is ongoing into September)
First Sunday (5th September)
8.00am
Holy Communion BCP Hatley
9.30am
Family-Friendly [Eucharistic] service, Gamlingay
4.00pm
Evensong at Everton with optional Holy Communion
Second Sunday (12th September)
9.30am
Eucharist at Gamlingay
11.15am
Holy Communion at Everton
[Possible Evening service in Hatley or Gamlingay as announced]
Third Sunday (19th September)
9.30am
Eucharist at Gamlingay
4.00pm
Evening service in Everton
Fourth Sunday (26th September)
9.30am
Eucharist at Gamlingay
11.15am
Holy Communion at Everton
[Possible Evening service in Hatley or Gamlingay as announced]
Fifth Sunday
Special Benefice arrangements
th
29 August	9.30am and 11.15am, Eucharist/Communion services at
Gamlingay and Everton
Other Events
August
Sunday 22nd	Wedding at Hatley St George Church – Sophia Groom and
John Blandy
Sunday29th	Parish Summer Fete – on the field and in the Parish Hall at
Hatley St George 1.00pm to 4.00pm
September
Churches taking part in the Gamlingay show
Saturday 11th Wedding – Sarah Humphreys and Gary Jeffrey
Sunday 12th 2.30pm, Baptism at St Mary’s
Sunday 19th 2.30pm, Baptism at St Mary’s

Hatley Village Hall
Available for hire every day
8.30am to midnight

A clean, pleasant and roomy hall - can seat
85, with good acoustics
One user per session; new kitchen and boiler
Ideal for meetings and parties
Large car park

£11.00 per hour (£8.50 Hatley residents)
To book, please contact Kim Wilde on
01767 650 596 www.hatley.info
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Message for September
‘Just when the caterpillar thought her life was over, she began to fly.’
Anonymous
I’M NOT sure how you’re feeling about
life at the moment, but I’m talking to a
lot people who are asking the question,
where do I fit in?
There is so much going on!
There are BIG things happening
around the world, notwithstanding the
fact we’re still battling a pandemic. But
it’s beyond just the global things. Many
of us are battling financial pressures,
physical health issues, mental health
issues, identity issues:
Who am I?
What role do I play in this world?
What’s the point of living?
These are just some of the issues and
questions I know many of us are asking.
These are not small things!
These are not small questions!
Not too long ago, I was on the phone
to someone who was struggling to find
a reason to keep on living, and wanted
to end it all. I spoke with another
person who was being swallowed up
with guilt about past decisions and
OUR church buildings are open for
attended activities. The congregation
can sing during services whilst wearing
face coverings, which are still advised
when in the church.
The Backroom Café is now open
every Monday.
Please do check our website or
contact the office for updates.
Sunday Service
Open for attended services and
following government guidelines.
Hymnal Praise at 10:00am

situations from over a decade ago!
Both asking: Why? How? Where do
I fit in? What’s my purpose? Perhaps,
as you read this, you’re asking yourself
the same thing?
Perhaps, the last 18 months have
brought questions, fears or concerns
to the forefront of your mind. Perhaps
you’ve been battling all sorts and you
just feel like SHOUTING!
But let me say to you: It will be
alright! Your life is worth living! There
are plans and purposes for you! You
mean so much to so many! It will be
alright!
Now, it’s no secret I’m a Christian
and believe in Jesus. As such, I believe
what the bible teaches. In it we see
that we are all uniquely made, in the
image of God. We see that we are all
loved, worthy of love and care; we
see that in the midst of all the rubbish
and difficulty, God is there with us,
guiding us, reminding us.
He’s got it! We see that God loves us
Worship Service at 10:45am
Communion is held on the first
Sunday of the month.
We also live-stream the services on
www.gbchurch.org.uk/latest-talks
GBC Kids & Youth Groups
Meeting every Sunday at 10:45am for
age-appropriate activities. (Children’s
resources are also available online)

Third Sundays each month will
be different!
The Backroom Café will open
10.00am to 4.00pm. Check weekly

so much, that Jesus came to bring that
FREEDOM we all desperately need!
We see that through Him we have no
guilt from our pasts, we have a place to
belong; we see that it will be alright!!!
I guess, what I’m trying to say is,
regardless of where you find yourself,
what you’re thinking, what you’re
battling, I believe there’s a way
forward; I believe you are loved, you
have purpose, and I believe, it will be
alright!
Question is, do you?
Whether you do, or don’t, please
know, you can always reach out for a
chat, perhaps over coffee?
If not with me, reach out to
someone…you’re not alone!
Many blessings,
Rev Adrian Semerene

Lead Pastor: Gamlingay Baptist Church
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk | 07472 350860
Twitter: @asemerene
Instagram: @asemerene

news, website or contact office for
timings and details.
Small Groups
Meet every week. Get in touch with
office@gbchurch.org.uk for more
information.
The Backroom Café
Open every Monday, 9:30am to
3:00pm
Ladies’ Brunch
Saturday 18th September, 9:30am to
11:00am

For more details please contact the office on 651 519 or email: office@gbchurch.org.uk
Please consider following us on social media to keep updated with all our events:
Facebook.com/GamlingayBaptistChurch | Instagram: @gb_church | Twitter: @gb_church
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Biggleswade Sandy
Lions Club

ROAR and more!

I believe there’s a way forward;
I believe you are loved, you have
purpose, and I believe, it will be
alright!

LIFE seems to be returning to
something approaching normal. We
are now meeting face-to-face on the
first and third Wednesdays of each
month.
The Second Vice District Governor
Lesley Spence spoke to us about
ROAR which asks children aged 7 to
11 years “What would they change to
make the world a better place?”
They work together in small teams
to agree their project, make a model
and present their findings to their
peers who judge them. The winning
team goes on to represent the school in
regional and hopefully national finals.
We have sponsored three schools in
the area so wait for the results.
We will be at several fetes this year
although only one looks definite which
is Gamlingay Show on 18th September.
I shall be on two stalls, Potton View
Care Home and Lions. Someone
suggested that I should have my face
painted as half Lion and half Black

Gamlingay WI
resumes meetings
WI meetings have resumed in the
Eco Hub at 7:30pm, every third
Tuesday of the month.
Visitors and new members are
always made most welcome.
August
The meeting was slightly different
as members had afternoon tea in a
garden in Bourn with a talk on the
historic Bourn Windmill.
September
The meeting will be in the Eco
Hub with guest speaker Joy Hall
talking on "Unseen Norway"
October
The meeting will be in the Eco
Hub in the form of a fish and chip
supper and Bingo evening.
Please contact our President
Lindsay Bygraves or secretary
Jean York for details.

Swan, so watch this space.
During lockdown we have been
busy helping wherever we can. I have
already mentioned ROAR but that
is not the only project we have been
doing.
‘Message in a Bottle’ and ‘Message in
a Wallet’ have continued apace as have
the collection of spectacles. Please
do remember to recycle your old
spectacles at one of the points shown
on our website www.bslions.org.uk.
We have also made small donations
to various local needs.
We would like to welcome you to
one of our meetings on the first or
third Wednesday of the month. So
that we can make sure you are met and
properly looked after I would suggest
that you ring one of the numbers on
our website which are 01462 814693
or 03458 339 749. I hope to see some
of you at one of the shows or fetes.
Please do make yourself known to us.
John Bennewith

A party for
Gamlingay’s
decade busters

FOR readers who may have missed
the article in the last edition of The
Gazette, the number of celebrants
has reached 15, and more (together
with a partner) are expected.
To qualify for the gathering at
the Eco Hub on 2nd October, you
must have attained age 70, 80, 90
or 100 this year or (because of the
pandemic) last year.
It will be an opportunity to enjoy
the company of others who have
also attained a notable milestone
in life and to share a buffet and
refreshments and perhaps make
new friends.
There will be a small charge of
£12.50 per head to cover costs
and if you qualify, please contact
Sue Barrett by calling her on
07795 108 096 or by e-mailing her
using Overdale.sb@gmail.com
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A god on display at St Denis’?
East Hatley church open for Heritage Open Days 2021
ST DENIS’ church in East Hatley
will open for this year’s Heritage
Open Days festival (‘HOD’) – from
Friday 10th to Sunday 12th September,
11.00am to 1.00pm and 2.00pm to
4.00pm each day.
St Denis' is among the many
interesting places in England which are
either not normally open to the public
or are parts of buildings we usually
don’t get a chance to see. The full
listing is on the HOD website:
www.heritageopendays.org.uk.
St Denis’ is, unfortunately, among
the ‘not normally open’ buildings
because of the rather crumbly internal
walls. The Friends of Friendless
Churches, which owns the church,
says repairing them is high on its to-do
list, but it needs the funds – or a grant.
Ah, a grant! One of the ‘benefits’
of the pandemic has been the heritage
recovery fund grants available to
bodies like the FoFC – they won a
slice last October enabling it to fit new
windows in the chancel and carry out
important consolidation of the plaster
on William Butterfield’s chancel walls
from when he restored the church in
1874; Butterfield was one of the ‘go to’
architects of his day, so a bit of a coup
he bothered with St Denis’.

…now with an emptiness
which adds to its magic…
But St Denis’ is a mediaeval building
(and listed Grade II*), now with an
emptiness which adds to its magic – a
visitor from the 1400s would surely
feel at home, only wondering, perhaps,
what happened to the rough wooden
benches of their day.
Gazette readers who visited it in
the 1980s and 90s will remember a
building locked up and covered in ivy.
Thanks to a significant grant from
English Heritage, the ivy was removed
and the church restored to a ‘safe shell’
in the early 2000s, albeit without
windows or much of a floor. The
windows were boarded with heavy
duty ply which had Perspex ‘slits’
inserted to provide some light – but
not much!
When the FoFC took ownership
of the church (from South Cambs
District Council) in late 2016, their
first restoration project (in 2018) was
14
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the church was closed in 1959 and left
to rot.
In 1985 a local resident spotted
some pieces of glass on the ground,
collected them and kept them safe for
over thirty years before contacting the
FoFC and asking if they would like
them. Quite a find, especially as the
glass is now attributed to Alexander
Gibbs, a ‘favourite’ of William
Butterfield, and paid for by the then
rector of St Denis’, Rev’d Godfrey
St Denis’ church, East Hatley. Built around Milnes Sykes and his wife Mary Anne
1215, it was made redundant in 1959 and – their names recorded in glass and
now belongs to the Friends of Friendless
among the fragments now in the new
Churches.
window.
The highlight of the saved stained
glass pieces is a wonderful profile of
a young man with a golden mane of
hair. An idealised ancient god perhaps?
Who knows – but we’re very grateful
to our old neighbour for saving the
glass and for the glazier of the new
windows for incorporating those old
(and rather small) fragments of the
original window.
William Butterfield’s 1874 chancel with his
trademark polychromatic tiling. The FoFC
restored the floor in 2018 and put in the
new windows in 2021; funds are still needed
to complete its restoration work.

St Denis’ churchyard is a
Local Nature Reserve and a
County Wildlife Site…
St Denis’ churchyard is a Local
Nature Reserve and a County Wildlife
Site, so birds, bees, butterflies and
bugs are all encouraged to do their
thing through careful management
of the grass – one section has been
left uncut specifically to allow
invertebrates a bit of peace and quiet,
and, by September the quaking grass
should be at its best. In spring, the
cowslips and many other wild flowers
are the great attraction.

NB: The nearby church in Hatley St
George will be open for Ride and
Stride on 11th September – services are
once again being held in the church,
at 8.00am on the first Sunday of the
month.
There’s lots about the two churches
to put in a new floor and, in the nave, on the Hatley village website: www.
windows. And now there are windows hatley.info/hatleys-churches.
in the chancel the inside is no longer
Do pop along and have a look during
gloomy.
the HOD festival – and if you’ve some
Best of all, incorporated into one
spare cash to donate to the upkeep of
of the chancel windows are pieces of
these wonderful buildings, it will be
stained glass from the old east window very gratefully received.
which was smashed by vandals after
Peter Mann
Is this a profile of a god? It’s a marvellous
piece of stained glass from the old east
window and now incorporated in the new
windows in the chancel.
[Ed: Perhaps it is an imagining of St Denis?]

The foundation of the Emplins
IT HAS been known for some time
that the carpenter of Denny Abbey
(near Waterbeach) also worked on The
Emplins. In those days the carpenter
would have been the master builder
and architect of significant works.
It seems that Edward III gave Denny
Abbey to the Countess of Pembroke
in 1327. Denny Abbey had previously
been occupied by Dominican monks
but they had left the site at the date of
the gift. The Countess of Pembroke
converted the monks’ chapel into her
own residence and gave the rest of the
site to the Sisters of Clare who had
previously lived in a frequently flooded
nunnery in the town of Wisbech. The
Countess of Pembroke gave the Sisters
of Clare a new chapel. Thus there was
a considerable building programme
going on at Denny Abbey.
Now to turn to the story of the
carpenter. It was possible, of course,
that he built The Emplins before he
moved on to Denny Abbey. There
had, however, been a massive famine
covering the whole of Western Europe
over the three years, 1315 to the end
of 1318. Thus, the farming community
would have been impoverished and
I have always imagined that the
carpenter moved from Denny Abbey
to The Emplins. This would have given
a date of around 1330.
In June 2021 a researcher was
looking through the records of Merton
College. She had been studying the
use of timber in Gamlingay woods
and wished to know if the barn built
at the time was still in existence.
Unfortunately, it was demolished

during the 1960s.
However, her research also indicated
that Merton College had organised
the felling of 390 trees in Gamlingay
woods in 1332/1333. This information
confirms two suppositions about The
Emplins, the first is that it was actually
built in 1333. The second supposition
is that it had originally been built as
a Hall House complete with a central
hall and North and South wings.
The size of the building would
indeed have required 390 trees to be
felled to enable its construction.
1333 is also a significant date
because The Emplins would have
required repairs after some 50 years.
It is known that the Black Death hit
Gamlingay in 1384. It is, therefore,

likely that manpower and finances
were simply not available to maintain
the Hall House. Thus the central hall
and the South wing were allowed to
become derelict, with only the North
wing surviving which was rescued and
extended back to the original shape in
1474.
P. M. Gorton (FRICS)

Residential and Commercial Electrical Installations since 2009

Oﬃce: 0800 019 7992
Email: info@dsselectrical.co.uk
Web: www.dsselectrical.co.uk

Be sure to check out our reviews on Google - Search DSS Electrical
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GROW GAMLINGAY

Tip your hat to the Elder Mother
HOPEFULLY over summer you have
had chance to visit some of the Tree
Trail trees and have seen them in full
leaf. Now as we enter autumn a new
display appears of seeds, berries and
fruits. The winged seeds of sycamore
and ash, the berries of holly, hawthorn
and dog rose, the cones of alder,
the nuts of hazel and beech and the
fruits of apple. Along the hedgerows
and waterways you will also find
clusters of small, dark berries hanging
decoratively from the red stems of the
Elder Tree Sambucus nigra.
Found in many spots around the
parish but marked on the Tree Trail as
position L by the brook running beside
Millbridge Meadows. The Elder has
light brown bark with deep furrows
and round to oval, toothed leaves
arranged in two to three pairs with a
single leaf at the end of a stem.
In June the tree can be seen covered
in frothy clusters of tiny, creamy-white
flowers which are a signature scent of
summer. Usually by September these
flowers have become shiny, purpleblack berries. The tree can grow to
10m tall and live for around 60 years.
Species Support

Pollinators such as hoverflies and
honeybees love the tiny flowers and
birds enjoy the berries. The tree can
often be found growing near rabbit
warrens and badger setts where the
seeds have been deposited in the
animal’s droppings. The berries are
a crucial late summer food source

you as protection from being carried
away to the fairy realm!
“The Elder Wand, the most powerful
wand ever made.”

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows
by J.K Rowling

Hanging bunches of the flowers
by windows was once used to keep
flies away. Known as the hedgerow’s
medicine chest, all parts of the tree
have been processed and used by
herbalists and apart from soothing
fevers and colds, elderberry syrup and
elderflower cordial taste delicious too!
The berries are bitter and toxic and
should not be eaten raw; once cooked,
the poisonous alkaloid is destroyed and
the berries become harmless.
The name Elder may come from the
Anglo-Saxon aeld which translates to
mean fire. This could be because the
hollow, straight stems were once used
for small mammals such as dormice
to blow air to stoke a fire’s flames or
and bank voles, they will dine on the
flowers too. The leaves are favoured by maybe because the light, open texture
of the branches would make ideal
moths such as the white spotted pug,
fire-starters.
swallowtail and buff ermine.
The wood can be used for fishing
English Folklore
rods, combs, shoemakers pegs,
Known as the ‘Elder Mother’ it was
musical pipes, hair dye and cloth dye.
customary to tip one’s hat in greeting Traditionally its berries, leaves and
and respect as you passed an Elder
bark create the colours of the Harris
tree. Stories were told that if you stood Tweed.
under the tree on Midsummer's night,
breathing in the fragrant blooms, then
“And elderberry I have learned to call it.
you might see the King of Fairies and
I love its blooms like saucers brimmed with
all his courtiers pass by. But you were
meal,
sure to carry something of iron with
Its berries a swart caviar of shot,
A buoyant spawn, a light bruised out of
purple.
Elderberry? It is shires dreaming wine.”

Glanmore Sonnets V by Seamus Heaney

If you haven’t received the Tree Trail
leaflet yet or you would like a digital
version then you can download a pdf
from the Gamlingay Parish Council
website or DM us via Instagram or our
Facebook page and we can email you a
copy.
Remember to ‘Leave nothing
but footprints’ and to follow the
‘Countryside Code’.
Keep up to date with the Grow
Gamlingay project at:
Instagram: growgamlingay
Facebook: Grow Gamlingay
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The Gamlingay Show
Saturday 18th September, 1.00pm to 5.00pm
Join us at the playing field, Gamlingay Village Primary School
By kind permission of Gamlingay Village Primary School
AN afternoon full of fun for all the
family!
With Family dog show, dog agility
demonstrations by Top Dog training
school, dance with Alice Lucas School
of Dance, classic cars, competitions,
children’s entertainment, great food
and drink and much more…
Entry is free but donations will
gratefully be accepted.
We are very grateful for the
continued support from our main
sponsors: The Brogan Group, KMG
Systems Ltd., Pinewood Structures
Ltd. and our Local co-op.
For the photographic categories
please send your entries via email to
gamlingayshow@hotmail.com.

For entries on the day please bring
to the Village Primary School on the
morning of Saturday 18th September
between 7.00am and 11.00am – there
will be clear signage.
We look forward to seeing you on
the day.
Ginny Jones:
Call 07813 629 354
Email ginnyjones2021@outlook.com
The Show Team:
Chair:
Ginny Jones
Vice Chair:
Jayne Dawkins
Treasurer:
Victoria Critchlow
Secretary:
Peter Condon
Show Logistics: Steve Palmer
Social Media: Lee Deason

Schedule of Events
in the Main Arena
1.00	Introduction
1.15	Writing Competition
Presentation
1.40	Karate Demonstration
2.00	Dance with Alice Lucas School
of Dance
2.30	Magic Show and kids fun races
3.15	Dog Agility Demonstration by
Top Dog Training
4.00	Classic Car Parade
4.30	Presentation of Classic Car
Prizes
4.45	Raffle
Times are approximate and are subject to
change.

Gamlingay Village Show Classes
Class Category

Sub Category

Age Group

Sponsor/Group

1

Photography

Black and White

Adult

Junior Email in advance or bring physical entry on morning of the show

2

Photography

Nature

Adult

Junior Email in advance or bring physical entry on morning of the show

3

Photography

My Lockdown

Adult

Junior Email in advance or bring physical entry on morning of the show

4

Photography

Architecture

Adult

Junior Email in advance or bring physical entry on morning of the show

5

Photography

Wildlife and Pets

Adult

Junior Email in advance or bring physical entry on morning of the show

6

Art and Crafts

Painting in any Medium

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

7

Art and Crafts

Sketch in any Medium

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

8

Art and Crafts

Construction Kit or Model

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

9

Art and Crafts

Knitting

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

10

Art and Crafts

Crochet

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

11

Art and Crafts

Lace Making

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

12

Art and Crafts

Card Making

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

13

Art and Crafts

Any Other Craft

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

14

Fruit and Vegetable Group of Vegetables: Colours of the Rainbow

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

15

Fruit and Vegetable Individual Fruits

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

16

Fruit and Vegetable Individual Vegetable

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

17

Fruit and Vegetable Funniest Fruit or Vegetable

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

18

Home Produce

Jams and Marmalades

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

19

Home Produce

Chutney

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

20

Home Produce

Home Brew

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

21

Home Produce

Any Home Baked Produce

Adult

Junior Bring on the morning of the show

22

Home Produce

Junior Cup Cake Bake-Off

Junior Gamlingay Village Co Op

23

Other

Bee-friendly Plant Growing

Junior Email in advance or bring physical entry on morning of the show

24

Other

Gamlingay Show Logo Competition

Junior Postponed until 2022
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Discover Greensand Country
GREENSAND Country is a very
diverse and special area. Hopefully
this article will encourage you and
your family to get out and explore
what is on your doorstep.

Part II

nature. Somewhere to escape urban
life, breathe easy and feel uplifted.
Come and discover it for yourself !
Parks
Each character area has its own
Greensand Country is lucky enough
distinct sense of place. You can think
to contain all of Bedfordshire’s
of them as different ‘jigsaw pieces’ that
remaining heathland, more than half
fit together to form the Greensand
of its woodland and 29 historic
parklands. Greensand Country’s parks Country landscape as a whole.
They can be used to help illustrate
and nature reserves are perfect for
the variety offered by Greensand
family visits – letting the kids play
Country – that it comprises a
outside, walking the dog or settling
patchwork (or jigsaw) of different
down with a picnic.
areas, with different characteristics
From the top of the ridge, open
and experiences to enjoy.
heaths and meadows give you spec
The pieces are the Greensand Ridge,
tacular views across the surrounding
countryside. The beautiful patchwork Ouzel Valley, Flit Valley, and Ivel
Valley. To learn more about each one
of heaths, parks, historic houses and
woodland means that you can visit lots please visit www.greensandcountry.
of different places in a single day, and com.
find something to keep every member
Villages and Towns
of the family happy. There are also
plenty of places to stop for a pub lunch Experience the varied character of
towns and villages across Greensand
or a quick coffee.
Country. Places such as Woburn,
Old Warden and Ampthill contain
Landscape
Greensand Country is a beautiful and distinctive styles of architecture
characteristic of the area’s historic
loved landscape. It is defined by the
estates.
Greensand Ridge, a band of higher
For example: Old Warden estate
ground stretching from Leighton
houses are built in an elaborate
Buzzard to Gamlingay, which rises
out of the surrounding vales to create a ‘English Garden’ style, with thatched
roofs, dormer windows, painted
locally unique environment.
It is a landscape rich in wildlife and render walls and timber porches;
cultural heritage, with its own special whilst the Duke of Bedford estate
buildings in Woburn are generally
qualities and sense of place. A ‘green
built of brick in a Georgian style.
oasis’ of peace and quiet, rolling
countryside and breath-taking views. Greensand Country’s idyllic villages
contain various historical sites, as well
A place where people feel able to
slow down, unwind and connect with as boutique shops, restaurants, cafes

The peaceful Flit valley.
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and pubs.
Beautiful towns in the area include:
Ampthill, Clophill Village, Old
Warden, Gamlingay, Flitwick, and
Aspley Guise.
Views
There are many stunning views to
discover in Greensand Country.
The ridge itself is a prominent feature
in the landscape and provides a
dramatic backdrop to the views from
the lower lying countryside. The
ridge is accessible from many of the
surrounding villages and towns.
From its elevated slopes you can
experience panoramic views across the
countryside including Marston Vale
and the Ouse Valley. Woodlands often
frame views on lower ground, whilst
landmark churches and other historic
buildings provide focal points in the
landscape.
Top 10 Greensand Country Views:
1.	View over the Heron Valley from
Rushmere Country Park
2.	Views of Stockgrove Lake
3.	The View from the Greensand
Ridge at Ampthill Great Park
4.	Old St. Mary’s Church, Clophill
5.	Views from the RSPB Lodge
Nature Reserve and Gardens
6.	Views from Haynes Village
7.	Views at Cooper’s Hill
8.	Looking towards Woburn Abbey
9.	Views at Maulden Woods
10.	Views towards the Ridge
To discover more about Greensand
Country please visit:
www.greensandcountry.com.

Lovely views from all along the Greensand ridge.

Gamlingay Walks
Please share with other readers your favourite walks in, through and near the village.
Supply clear directions, remembering that some people may be new to the area, so don’t take local knowledge for
granted. If possible please supply photographs of interesting views or potentially confusing junctions along the way.
Ideally circular walks should start and finish either at the Eco-hub on Stocks Lane or “the crossroads” (Mill Street,
Church Street, Green End, Waresley Road.)
Walk 04
The Greensand Ridge
walk to Everton

4 After approx. 5 mins/400 yards, go
straight on through another gate,
past a white house and onto a gravel
track.

This is a one-way route along a section of 5 After a further 5 mins, the gravel
track curves sharp right towards
the Greensand Ridge Walk past Tetworth
Tetworth Hall. Do not follow the
Hall and Woodbury Hall, ending at the
track but, instead, go straight on
Thornton Arms in Everton. You could have
through a wooden gate marked
some refreshments there before heading
‘Greensand Ridge Walk’ (2). Go
back the way you came, or you could
through
a second black metal gate
persuade someone to pick you up from
shortly
after,
and continue straight
Everton. In August and September, bring
on,
keeping
the
fence and excellent
a punnet with you to collect blackberries.
views of the hall (3) to your right.
Duration: 1 to 1.5 hours
6 After another 5 mins or so, you
reach yet another gate; again go
Distance: 3 miles
straight on into another green lane,
Terrain:
still following the Greensand Ridge
Very flat; approx. half on tarmac/
Walk. After a short distance, the
gravel and half on wide grassy paths/
track narrows and there are lots of
tracks. One slightly muddy field, one
blackberries on the left.
cattle grid, a LOT of gates and no
stiles. Not suitable for buggies or other 7 Soon you will reach a T-junction
with another track. Turn right then,
wheels due to the nature of some of
approx. 50 yards later, turn left
the gates. Dogs mostly need to be on
off the track, through a metal gate
leads due to proximity to livestock.
marked ‘Footpath Only’ (4) into a
Be sure to close all the gates behind
field,
still following the Greensand
you.
Ridge Walk.
Start:
8 Cross the field and, when you reach
The Crossroads by the Jannah.
the other side, go through the metal
gate with a slightly alarming ‘bull
1 Walk briefly north up the Waresley
in field’ sign (no bull currently in
Road, then turn left down Cinques
evidence!) (5). Cut across the grass
Road. Follow Cinques Road all
to pick up a tarmac track with
the way to the end, where it meets
excellent views of Woodbury Hall
Drove Road at another crossroads.
on the right.
Fill your blackberry punnet as you
go!
9 Follow this tarmac track in a
straight line through open parkland,
2 At the crossroads, go straight on
past some attractive farm buildings,
across Drove Road and continue
over a cattle grid and all the way
along Tetworth Hill.
to Everton. After about 15 mins
3 Walk approx. 200 yards along the
(¾ mile) you will reach Everton
road until you see a lay-by on the
church. Continue straight on down
left-hand side. This is your signal
Church Road, past the village
to turn sharp left, through the
hall on your right, to reach the
left-hand gate onto a grassy track
Thornton Arms (6).
between two fields (1). You will see
a farm on your left, and glimpse a
NB: You can shorten the walk by approx.
view off the Greensand Ridge on
one mile in if you drive or cycle to the end of
your right.
Cinques Road.

1
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Strange occupations of
Gamlingay’s past
LIKE many other villages Gamlingay has had some strange occupations in its history. This month we’ll
look at some that were a little out of the ordinary and a few really out of the ordinary! Some of the
occupations were large enterprises where others were smaller, or just part time.

3

Pic 3: The brickworks at Belle Vue brick pits on the Heath
taken here in 1907 where people worked from their early teens
through until retirement. The brickworks were a large concern
for employment in the village with everything on site from
digging the clay through making and firing the bricks.
After the brick pits closed the pits were flooded and locals
would swim and boat and in a few real hard winters some locals
ice skated. During the war the buildings were used for the
storing of ammunition.

1

4

Pic 1: Mrs Susanah Panter used to have two trades, not only
lace making, as seen in this picture, but she also dealt in tea.

2

Pic 2: Here we see four ladies of the village making pillows
which was a hobby which developed into work for extra money.
20
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Pic 4: Gamlingay used to have cherry orchards owned by the
Cross family, behind the Cross farm in Mill Street, where
School Close and Fairfield now stand. This picture was taken
during harvest. When harvest came the family would hire
casual labour for picking the cherries into the cherry baskets
and taking them back to the store behind the farm.

7

Pic 7: Forestry was a notable business through to the early
part of the 20th century. There was the Heath Plantation and
Gamlingay Wood and also a number of small plantations around
the village. The timber used from the trees went mostly to
house building for the main beam structure but also furniture.
This picture was taken during WW1 in the Heath Plantation.

5

Pic 5: One of the trades that is still about today but in a very
different way. Today the blacksmith mostly looks after show
horses or horses ridden purely for pleasure. During the first
half of the 20th century most horses worked the land. This is
one of the many blacksmiths shops in the village in the 1940’s.

8

Pic 8 & 9: Gamlingay used to have a Vineyard that not only
grew grapes but made prize winning English wine from 1974
which was its first harvest until 2000.
Picture 8 shows Jeff Gauge and Manager Gordon Porteous
in 1975 and picture 9 part of the cellars and some of the wine
tanks.
The vineyard was planted up by Mr & Mrs Reece and sold to
Mr & Mrs Belso in 1989, Tom Belso raced for a while in F1 cars
and Barbara Belso was a model. The vineyard has now been sold
again and its present owners are in the process of re-planting.
I worked at the vineyard for 23 years and became manager
in 1979 and really enjoyed my time there and wish the new
owners good luck with the new venture.

6

Pic 6: Gamlingay had two windmills with one being
demolished in the very early 1900’s and the second in the
1970’s, although not in use at that time. Here we see the last
miller Alfred Course with his dog outside the mill circa 1930.

9

Continued on page 20
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Historyman
Continued from page 20

11

10

Pic 10: Harry Larkins was a hurdle maker and the fifth
generation of the Larkins family to run the enterprise. A lot of
the time the Larkins family was in partnership with the Clark
family with all the work being done the old fashioned way by
hand right up until the day the firm closed.
For many years Clark and Larkins were sited near where
the Station Rd industrial area now stands. Harry Larkins later
worked up on Little Heath, on his own.

2020 came and went without any
archaeological activity due to the
pandemic so we were pleased to be
able to get back into action in July
with a test pit dig in Pam French’s
garden, Church End. We were
digging in the middle of a heat wave
so it was a struggle at times but we
managed it with a lot of hard work
from those who took part. Pam
herself lent a helping hand and kept
us going with yummy cake and
refreshments, thanks Pam!
The house is thought to date to
the earlier part of the 19th century
with a modern addition circa 1960s.
The rear garden boundary sits exactly
on a boundary shown on the oldest
known map of the village, a 1602
map of Merton College’s estate at
that time.
Although the rear garden looked
to have been terraced and raised,
probably at the time the modern
building was built, we were hopeful
of finding intact archaeology at
the lower levels of the test pit and
discovering something of the pre22
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Pic 11: Most people didn’t know that the main stores of the
Daimler and Lanchester car parts department were tucked
away behind houses in Church Street where Alec Norman
had part of his car repair empire. This was when the stores in
Coventry closed in the 1980’s.
Cars in the range were bought and brought to the stores
where they were broken up for parts, to be sold all over
the world to people who were re-building their Daimler or
Lanchester. The stores later moved to a new location and the
land used for building.

For more information about any of these images or if you
have pictures of anything at all of Gamlingay you would be
willing to let us have a copy please call me on 07925 119
346 or email nb777@btinternet.com

1600 times of the village.
Alas this was not to be – the soils
had all been mixed and churned as
a result of modern disturbance and
could not tell us much beyond what
we already knew or suspected. Even
so, we did recover a lot of finds from
the dig. There were a fair number
of Medieval pottery sherds, some
of which would have been made in
local kilns at nearby Everton, and a
very few pieces of worked flint from
prehistoric times were also found.
Most finds were modern – clay
tobacco pipe remnants, modern
pottery such as a ‘Brown Betty’

teapot, window glass and so on.
One intriguing find is thought to be
a WWII relic, a spent incendiary
bullet, possibly falling to the ground
after local aerial dog-fight.
Thanks again to Pam French who
allowed us to dig up her lawn and
made us feel so very welcome.
If you are interested in any aspect of
our group and activities, want to offer
help or would simply like to know
more about GamArch we would be
pleased to hear from you.
We can be reached via the
Secretary at julialmanley@yahoo.
com.

News from Gamlingay &
District History Society
DUE TO the pandemic, there has
been no full meeting of Gamlingay
& District History Society since
February 2020.
However, the History Society
is planning to restart very
soon. Our first meeting of the
2021/2022 season will be in the
main hall at the Eco Hub at 7.30pm
on Tuesday September 14th.
We intend to conduct our two
outstanding AGMs at this meeting,
and I am hoping for a good turnout
of 2019-2020 members to ensure
the future of the Society.
Non-members are welcome to
attend, but will not be able to vote.
Hopefully, we will be able to
serve refreshments, put some of
our archive on display, and have
a chat – which will make a nice
change!
We have hired the main hall at
the Hub for this meeting and all
our subsequent meetings, as the

larger space will allow us to have
our usual number of members and
visitors while social distancing if
required.
Due to this change of room,
all our meetings are now on the
second Tuesday of the month,
rather than the second Monday.
Paper copies of our full
programme of events are available
from the Hub, or you can visit
www.gamlingayhistory.co.uk to
see the programme as well as much
more about the history of our
village.
Our sister website: www.
gamlingayphotos.co.uk is also well
worth a look.
Membership currently costs £15
per year, or if you prefer to come
along as a visitor, the cost is £3 on
the door.
Either way, you will be made
very welcome!
Peter Wright

Points to Ponder

“You never know how strong you are,
until being strong is your only choice.”
Bob Marley
“What you really value is what you
miss, not what you have.”
Jorge Luis Borges
“Liberty means the right to tell people
what they do not want to hear.
George Orwell
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interesting and informative and it is
now a really good read with lots of
information about things that could
be of interest to you, such as council
grants for community initiatives,
when the bins are collected and lots of
lovely stories about what is happening
throughout the district.

to hit those who have lost their jobs
or their businesses. The County
Council’s Children & Young People
Committee has agreed in principle to
provide supermarket vouchers over the
summer holidays for families entitled
to free school meals with a request for
up to £537k to make up the difference
between Government funding and the
Covid
cost of ensuring all eligible families
Covid has not gone away. Our district have their needs met. It is also great to
has seen the largest increase in cases in see the free food being organised by
the County. Most cases are in the 18- the community and distributed from
the Almshouse Chapel.
25 year old group and though young
people do not generally become really
ill, some undoubtedly will. There are Unemployment
many new cases each day and currently Unemployment is also going up in
our rate is around 200 cases per 100k South Cambs and our main worry
are the 4,197 redundancies affecting
which is the worst we have seen for a
largely young people in manufacturing
very long time and is doubling every
as well as wholesale/hospitality/retail.
ten days – with a steady increase in
hospital admissions. It is vital that
South Cambs Magazine
people get their jabs and now that the New Business Growth Fund
second jab can be given eight weeks
The mention of non-delivery last
The District Council has launched a
after the first lots of new vaccine
month of the South Cambs mag has
new fund that businesses looking to
triggered more reports of residents not centres have been opened to get this
grow and expand can now apply for.
getting the magazine four times a year. done quickly.
It’s aptly called the ‘Growth Fund’
Some villages have it hand delivered
and between £1k and £50k can be
Free school meals
and some by Royal Mail and we are
applied for at one time. Full eligibility
Awful to see a big increase in children criteria can be found here: https://
investigating what is going wrong,
in South Cambs in receipt of Free
but in the meantime do let us know
www.scambs.gov.uk/business/
School meals. This is not a surprise
if you are not receiving it. We put a
business-support-and-advice/growthlot of effort into making the magazine as the effects of Covid really begin
fund-grant-scheme or by email:
openforbusiness@scambs.gov.uk
Home improvements

Every year the district council
completes an annual report showing
how many home adaptations for
disabled and older people have been
completed. You can see it at here:
https://www.cambshia.org/about-us/
plans-and-performance/.
Given the challenges in 2020/21, it’s
great that although the number of
adaptations completed and the spend
was lower than in previous years, we
still managed to complete 166
adaptations investing over £2m to
enabling residents to live more
independently in their own home.
Our service works closely with
24

September 2021

are being asked what we can do to help
them improve responsiveness in an
emergency situation like the one we
encountered last Christmas.

Climate Change Commission which
focused on moving us swiftly to Zero
Carbon. It is extremely disappointing
that not all members of the board
accepted that re-wetting peat is
absolutely critical to minimising
Combined Authority
carbon emissions in our region and
It was disappointing to see a very
lightweight response to the East West that future drying out of peat will in
fact cause vast quantities of carbon to
rail consultation from the Combined
Murfitt Way paving and
Authority at their last board meeting. be released into the atmosphere with
all the dreadful consequences we all
After a long debate led by Bridget
parking
know so much about.
and the leader of the county council
Really bad news to learn that a
The CPCA has been awarded £172k
it was agreed that it would be ‘beefed
resident had fallen and been hurt on
to
run a career hub for next year. It
up’ considerably to better reflect the
this footpath which is owned by the
will
involve 30 schools and colleges
District Council. It is now being fully responses that were submitted by both and will hopefully help to get our
councils.
risk assessed and things will be put
young people into training and jobs
right as soon as possible. The condition The new mayor is moving forward
that will well support their futures.
with bus franchising proposals.
of the surface is probably not helped
Currently 90% of bus services are
by horses being taken through this
National Air Traffic/Luton
footpath. It is not a bridleway. Notices commercial and councils therefore
Airport Consultation
will be going up soon to remind riders have no control over their routes,
frequencies or fares. We know that we With thanks to Cllr Adam Zerny:
of this.
urgently need at least a 24% shift to
Luton Airport has now acknowledged
The pathways in Murfitt Way were
public
transport
from
cars
to
reduce
the results of the consultation which
supposed to be resurfaced last year
carbon
emissions
significantly,
and
this
took place to decide on a new stack
but we have now been told the work
won’t
happen
unless
we
have
attractive
for Luton Airport with planes starting
should commence in either August or
public
transport
alternatives.
their descent immediately above
September. We have asked the Project
The
draft
business
case
is
expected
Gamlingay and Potton. These are the
Manager for more info.
in the Autumn prior to plans going out highlights:
to public consultation. Bridget and the - More than 2,400 objections were
Landlord enforcement
leader of the county council appealed
received. Mostly about noise,
At this month’s cabinet meeting
for subsidised travel for young people
environment and air quality.
South Cambs DC approved a Private
as we are well aware that in rural
- 90% did not want any of the
Sector Housing Policy which allows
villages getting young people to
proposed options.
the council to intervene and take
education or training is a real problem - Lots of people objected to the fact
action, including fining landlords, if
if you don’t have access to a car.
both options went over their area
private rental housing falls below the
The Mayor declined to declare a
and as such there was no alternative
standards we expect. If you are aware Climate Emergency but has established option. From the small number
of sub-standard property being rented a Lead Member role for Climate
of positive comments, the airport
to friends or family please do get in
Change and Environment which he
acknowledges a preference for
touch.
has offered to Bridget. The CPCA
Option 1 but it is likely to go with
Board voted, not unanimously, to
Option 2 regardless. Clearly neither
Biodiversity Supplementary accept all of the recommendations of
are good for anyone living in our
Planning Document
the recently completed Independent
area.
The new Biodiversity Supplementary
Planning Document from South
Cambs is now out for consultation.
This is an important piece of work that
sets high ambitions for biodiversity in
our district. South Cambs is one of
the poorest areas in the country with
regard to the amount of land managed
for nature and for the number of
trees. This document, together with
our Zero Carbon Strategy and our
Doubling Nature Strategy, will go a
long way to addressing this.
Occupational Therapists who were
heavily redeployed to primary care
services because of the pandemic
– we look forward to a busy year
ahead as these critical services resume.
If you or a relative needs help to stay
in their own home please contact:
hia@cambshia.org.

Community flood planning

All the district councils are working
with the County Council on this
important issue. Parish councils
(especially those in the 14 ‘wet’ spots)
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The consultation did not comply
with the first Gunning Principle which
states full consultation should take
place at the earliest stage. Prior to the
consultation, the airport discounted
many route options and also turned
down using technology to avoid a
stack.
This technology exists but would
require the whole country to adopt it,
which would require greater planning
at a national level. There has been little
evidence the airport had the appetite
for such actions.
The environmental impact of
300 planes a day flying over at low
altitudes is likely to be significant.
It seems we’ll soon find out. The
airport is planning to push ahead with
its proposals, beginning in February
2022.

to the South Cambs Call for Sites,
the statutory planning process in the
creation of a new Local Plan. The
window of opportunity to do so is
diminishing – and it was promised by
Easter (2021!).
A response has been received on
an appeal to a Ministry of Housing
Communities and Local Government’s
Freedom of Information Act refusal
– the appeal was denied on the basis
that it was not in the public interest.
This has been posted on the SWCAG
website under the News and Events
page: www.swcag.org.uk
Thakeham have confirmed that it
has commissioned surveillance work
on its proposed site and the flurry
of helicopters overhead in early June
were part of this.
A local landowner has shared a copy
of a letter received from Thakeham in
2019 in which the developer suggests
South West Cambridge
that compulsory purchase will be
Action Group (SWCAG)
deployed if the landowner chooses
Sebastian writes: “Here’s a round-up
of activity in relation to the speculative not to participate in the Thakeham
project. A copy of the letter is posted
developer Thakeham’s proposal for
on the News and Events page at www.
a town of 25,000 homes between
swcag.org.uk.”
Meldreth, Whaddon, Bassingbourn,
Wimpole, Orwell, Barrington,
Parliamentary boundaries
Shepreth, Foxton and Melbourn.
SWCAG invited Thakeham to a
The Boundary Commission for
public meeting to answer questions
England has published proposals for
from the public, but Thakeham
new parliamentary constituencies.
has so far declined. The May 26th
This is the first stage of a review which
SWCAG meeting for parish council
will conclude in 2023. For the East of
representatives with Stephen Kelly,
England, the proposals would mean
Head of Greater Cambridge Shared
three more MPs, and the effect of this
Planning, focused on the OxCam Arc is to create an additional ‘St Neots’
and juxtapositions of local authority
seat in Cambridgeshire.
and central government planning
powers.
Cambourne to Cambridge
Mr Kelly reported that Thakeham
The Cambourne to Cambridge Better
has to date not lodged a submission
Public Transport Project has been
on hold since the summer of 2020 in
response to objection from the former
Mayor.
In order to agree how best to
proceed, the GCP Board commis
sioned an independent audit review of
the C2C scheme in December 2020,
to be reported back to the Board by
1st July.
The conclusion of the audit is that
there is no reason why the Executive
Board of the GCP should not proceed
to the next stage in the development of
the C2C scheme.
The results of the audit were
discussed by the GCP Executive
Board at its recent meeting and the
Board approved the Outline Business
Case and asked the project team to
26
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go ahead with the next stage of the
application process: to undertake a full
Environmental Impact Assessment.
Grants

Congratulations to Gamlingay Parish
Council who have been awarded
£2,000 to set up and part fund a
Gamlingay Freedom Event and
Women of Orwell for getting a grant
for £500 – both from the South Cambs
Covid Recovery Grant Scheme.
A603

Annoying to see the A603 in Wimpole
and Orwell has been resurfaced over
the new highway safety markings only
recently put in. Officers assure me
they will all be replaced when the
cat’s eyes are replaced and the lining
redone.
OxCam Arc Consultation

There is currently a consultation
taking place on the ‘Spatial
Framework’ for the ‘OxCam Arc’
which we encourage residents to
respond to. The ‘Arc’ is the label given
to central government’s ambition to
massively increase economic activity
in the broad swathe of land which runs
from Oxford to Milton Keynes to
Cambridge.
This increase in economic activity
will be accompanied by an increase
in jobs and transport infrastructure,
which will then inevitably lead to a
requirement for more housing. There
is as yet no defined target for this
housing let alone allocated sites, but
figures of over 1 million new houses
have been previously mentioned.
As you can imagine, development
on this scale has potentially huge
implications for us. It is really
important that residents know what’s
proposed, understand its implications
and are able to feed back their views
in a meaningful way. You can find the
consultation at https://placebuilder.io/
futureofthearc.
Hauxton Park and Ride

You might be aware of plans for a new
Park and Ride on opposite side of
the M11 to the one at Trumpington.
This came to the County’s Planning
Committee for decision and was
deferred for further information
as currently it appears not to have
sufficiently extraordinary reason to
build in the Green Belt.

Council emails
For several months now there have been
issues with my council email, however, at
the time of writing this report I believe it
is now working again. This has, unfortu
nately, meant that an awful lot of emails
have come through at once so please, if a
matter is urgent, call me on the number
in the panel above.
Planning Scheme of
Delegation
At the Council AGM, once again the
Scheme of Delegation was voted on, and
again I moved for an automatic call-in
process for Parish Councils and District
Councillors. Beyond my own personal
views as to which is the most democratic,
I am deeply concerned that what is being
practised now has never been consulted
on and has never been asked for comment
by parish councils.
If there was clear support for what the
administration is doing, then I would
accept that my view was in the minority.
But as it stands district councillors have
given away decision making powers from
elected, accountable councillors and
given it to officers who, though this may
not be their wish, are essentially marking
their own homework.

discussed in these meetings. What I am
allowed to say, is that I voted against as
I did not feel that the deal on offer was
one the council should make. I think if
the council is to become a developer for
profit, it should provide more than 40%
affordable housing or SCIP is just like
any other developer running a policy
compliant project with nothing extra to
offer.
South Cambs is not alone in venturing
into these partnerships, and this
has drawn attention from National
Government. There are fears about the
conflict of interests raised with councils
becoming both applicant and decision
maker on partnership applications.
Five year land supply
In June the District council was due
to defend itself against a challenge to
its five year land supply, however, this
was postponed and is due to now be
resolved in the Autumn. Meanwhile
another challenge has been lodged by
a different developer. I would iterate
that officers feel that the published
figures are accurate and that the council
will be successful in the hearing, but
I still maintain that we will all feel
more confident once the supply has
been through the appeal process and
successfully defended.

Concern over increased
confidential meetings at
South Cambs
Over recent years we have seen a steep
increase in the number of meetings that
exclude the press and public, over the
last three years over 50% of Cabinet and
Council meetings have excluded residents
at some stage.
While I understand the need for some
matters to be discussed in ‘closed session’
for example if it is about an individual
who’s identity should be protected,
however, the majority of the meetings
are closed due to commercial sensitivity.
First purchase made by
In many of these cases, the need to be
South Cambs District
commercially sensitive is over by the
Council in partnership with time the minutes are produced.
With this in mind, and becoming more
Hill (SCIP)
and
more uncomfortable with the volume
Land on the southern edge of
of information and decision making being
Cambourne Business Park has been
kept from the public I moved a motion at
purchased for £12.9 million by SCIP,
full council calling for more transparency
and is expected to lead to around
as can be seen below. Unfortunately this
275 new houses. Only the minimum
was heavily amended by the ruling group
policy compliance of 40% is due to be
which I feel has diluted it some what,
affordable housing. There is no current
(also shown below) but I still hope it has
planning permission granted for this
acted as a reminder that we do not have
site, the partnership will submit a
planning application soon to the Planning to keep such things out of public sight.
Authority (run by the District Council).
Original Motion:
Due to the commercial sensitivity of
This council recognises that the minutes
these deals, councillors are prohibited
relating to private meetings can be made
from disclosing full details of what is

available to the public if the grounds
for exclusion of the meeting no longer
apply. This council will seek to share the
minutes of meetings wherever possible
and will only keep them confidential as
an absolute last resort, recognising that
it is to the public that we are accountable
and it is in the public’s interest that we
are as open and transparent as possible.
Amended version that was approved
below:
This Council recognises that the minutes
relating to private meetings of this
Council and its Committees can be made
available to the public if the grounds
for exclusion of the meeting no longer
apply. This Council recognises the
importance of openness and transparency
and will share the minutes of meetings
wherever possible in accordance with the
provisions of the law and the constraints
of commercial confidentiality.
2018/19 Accounts Audit
Resource yet again is stated as the main
issue while completing South Cambs
District Council’s accounts. I have
repetitively raised this since September
2018, with warm words of assurance
given and the Audit committee being
told capacity and new officers were
available, and yet the latest report from
the external auditors is that the District
Council has failed to meet the deadlines
and there will be even further delays.
It is not only a lack of staff that is a
problem but staff turnover is not only
costing the tax payer in gardening leaves
and early retirements, but is holding
up the production of accounts and
resulting in even more money being
spent on Auditors fees, often to the cost
of a six figure sum per year. To give an
idea of the scale of the problem, in the
last three years there have been three
Chief Executives and 4 S151 officers
(a S151 officer is the person ultimately
responsible for the financial running of
the council).
We are yet to find out what the
bill will be for the 2018/19 accounts.
Ultimately this means that the accounts
are taking years rather than months to
produce and that councillors have not
seen any financial statements for the
period post March 2019 (28 months ago).
I consider this to also be a big issue with
transparency at SCDC.
Possible green bin delays
Due to staff shortages the collection
of green bins will potentially be
interrupted. This is predominantly due
to the number of waste refuse collection
staff self-isolating and difficulty in
getting enough agency support to cover
vacancies.
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Climate Quiz
1. How does today’s climate
c. When the greenhouse gases
change (i.e. since the Industrial
emitted into the atmosphere are
Revolution) compare to
balanced with the greenhouse
previous changes in climate?
gases being removed from the
atmosphere.
a. Climate change has always
d.
When the transport sector is
happened and this time is exactly
completely electrified.
the same as the others.
b. The levels of greenhouse gases
currently in the atmosphere have 4. What is embodied carbon?
a. The carbon emissions that you
not been seen for millennia.
as an individual produce.
c. The increased levels of green
b. The carbon emitted from a
house gases in the atmosphere
product when you use it.
have increased much faster.
c.
The carbon emitted when
d. Both b and c.
sourcing materials, manufactur
ing and distributing a product.
2. Methane and Carbon Dioxide
are two key greenhouse gases.
d. The carbon emissions associated
How do they differ?
with animals (for example,
emitting methane).
a. Methane is more potent
(stronger) than carbon dioxide
5. Is reforestation (planting more
but stays in the atmosphere for
trees) useful for absorbing
less time.
carbon dioxide from the
b. Carbon dioxide is more potent
atmosphere?
than methane but stays in the
a. Yes, but only when it’s done to
atmosphere for less time.
support the biodiversity of the
c. Methane is more potent than
local environment.
carbon dioxide and stays in the
b. Yes, but it is essential to protect
atmosphere longer.
rainforests from deforestation
d. Carbon dioxide is more potent
alongside reforestation projects.
than methane and stays in the
c. No, we must protect trees
atmosphere longer.
from deforestation instead of
reforestation projects.
3. What does net zero mean?
d. No, trees do not absorb enough
a. When no greenhouse gases
carbon dioxide to be significant.
are being emitted into the
atmosphere.
6. In 2019, which sector produced
b. When trees are planted to absorb
the highest emissions in the
greenhouse gases.
UK?
a. Transport
b. Business
c. Residential
d. Energy
e. Agriculture
f. Waste management

Gamlingay and District

Gardening Club

THE world may still be in partial
lockdown, but our committee members
have been beavering away to bring you
an epic line up of good speakers to kick
start our new season of gardening fun,
know-how and inspiration.
After the last 18 months we all need
a little energy boost and some much
needed escapism. For some this was a
quiet solitude – just you, your favourite
brew and a garden full of beauty and
colour. For others it was the joy of
coming together as one with fellow
like-minded souls, to share a passion for
gardening, and a quick get-together with
a catch up or a visit to your local garden
centre.
Gamlingay and District Gardening
Club will restart on its new date
Tuesday 7th September in the main hall
of the Eco Hub at 7.30pm. We took the
decision to change the meeting date to
provide visitors a larger space that will
allow the required social distancing
space. Hand gel will be supplied at the
entrance for members and guests upon
entering the hall. Face coverings will be
recommended.
Our September speaker will be
Charles Mear of Wood Farm in
Waresley, the subject will be Muck and
Magic. We look forward to an outing
with Charles and Jo as they have kindly
invited the garden club members to
visit their chicken farm in the Spring of
2022. A date will be published in the
coming months. Wood Farm will have
their wonderful tasty eggs for sale at the
end of the meeting.
There will be a special raffle prize to
celebrate the re-opening of the Club.
Tickets will be available at the door for
£1 each. Fill your pockets with coins
and you may be the lucky winner!
We have booked the following
speakers for October and November.
Meetings commence at 7.30pm in the
main hall of the Eco Hub.
5th October: Frances Watkins, a
7. Which sector has seen the
qualified medical herbalist will give a
largest proportional decrease
in emissions in the UK between talk on 'Medicinal Herbs during the
two world wars'.
1990 and 2019?
a. Transport
2nd November: Carolyne Smith from
Potton, who runs the Potton Gardening
b. Business
Blog, will give a talk on 'My Life in
c. Residential
Gardening'.
d. Energy
Thank you in advance for supporting
e. Agriculture
the Club! We are only as good as our
f. Waste management
members!!
Answers on page 36
Dawn Black
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Rogue trader warning
OUR FRIENDS over at Central
Bedfordshire Council have informed
us of a recent alleged doorstep crime
incident in their area in which an
elderly resident received an unsolicited
visit to her home.
Whilst this specific incident was
in Bedfordshire we want to remind
you of the sort of tricks doorstep
traders employ to con people out of
their money and the fact that rogue
traders travel across county borders,
and indeed often travel a long distance
from their place of residence to
commit their crimes.
So please be alert and please warn
others too – especially elderly and
vulnerable people in your community.
In this specific incident in Bedford
shire the caller claimed that he was
working at a nearby building site
and said that he had noticed that the
resident's roof had some tiles missing
and offered to help repair the problem.
The caller asked if he could go into
the resident's loft space to inspect
the alleged damage more closely.
The resident gave permission for this
and after a short while the trader
returned with photographs that he had
apparently taken in the loft, showing
daylight where a roof tile was missing.
He also handed the resident a piece of
torn roofing felt.
The visitor advised the resident that
repairs would cost over £1,000 with
£350 required up-front to purchase
the materials needed. The resident
was concerned that the repairs were
necessary and paid the requested £350
to the man who left, never to return
again.
Unfortunately the resident lost
£350 as a result of this experience but
potentially could have lost even more
had the caller returned.
It was later established that the caller
himself had removed the missing tile
and torn away a section of roofing felt
to dupe the unsuspecting resident into
thinking urgent remedial work was
required.

on your door or somewhere nearby
stating that you do not buy or sell
at the door. Our Against Scams
Partnership can provide one of
these. Please send your request to
against-scams@cambridgeshire.
gov.uk. Whilst the stickers do not
stop the most determined people
from knocking on the door, they do
give residents the confidence to not
engage with the caller and to simply
point to the sticker to stop the
conversation in its tracks.
l Always ensure all other doors and
windows are closed and locked
when you go to answer your front
door.
l Use a security chain every time you
answer the door. These allow the
visitor only a small window into
your world. Remember not to leave
it on all the time though in case
emergency services ever need access.
Cambridgeshire Bobby Scheme can
supply and fit door chains and other
home security equipment for over
65s, disabled and vulnerable people
for a small fee or for free if you are
over 60 and have been a victim of
crime in your home. Contact 01480
413 311 thebobbyscheme.org
l Always ask for and check ID for
anyone claiming to be an official.
This means taking the card in your
hand and checking it hasn't been
tampered with such as having any
photographs or other information
stuck onto it. Check the photograph
bears a true likeness to the visitor.
Contact their employer on a number
you know to be correct, not a
number on the card e.g. from a

statement, the company's website
or 101 if they claim to be police.
A genuine caller will be pleased that
you are exercising such caution.
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
Against Scams Partnership (CAPASP)
have a library of free resources to
help people stay safe from scams,
including a section on doorstep scams.
Visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
against-scams
If you are looking for a trader to
work on your home or garden then
visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk
or www.safelocaltrades.com 0800 014
1832 for vetted and approved traders
you can trust.
If you are aware of a rogue trading
incident please report it to the
Police on 999, if it is a live incident,
or 101 if you become aware after the
event.

General tips for Dealing with
Uninvited Callers
l Remember, you do not have to
answer the door to anyone you are
not expecting. Your home should be
a place where you can feel safe and
undisturbed. It is not rude to not
answer the door.
l We recommend you display a sticker
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Sample text messages

Undelivered parcel scams
continue to evolve
WHILST we have warned about
undelivered parcel scams several times
in the past few months and there have
been a number of recent arrests for
these crimes, these scams continue
to be commonplace and take many
different guises which could easily
dupe someone who isn't in the know.
So please be on your guard and warn
others to be so too.
These scams involve a (smishing)
text message or (phishing) e-mail
claiming to be from a parcel delivery
company such as Royal Mail, DPD,
Hermes, Post Office, Parcel Force or
others. (Please note that this list is not
exhaustive and that fraudsters assume
many different identities in an attempt
to trick someone out of their money).
The message will state that a parcel
delivery was unsuccessful or that
the postage paid was insufficient and
therefore you must pay a redelivery fee
or the original shipping fee in order to
receive the package. In each case there
is a link provided to input payment
details – and that link is designed to
steal your bank or card information.
The sample text messages are just
examples (see panel top right); these
scams constantly evolve with slightly
different wording.
In some cases the scam involves
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an exorbitant fee being taken at the
point someone provides their payment
details (and not just the small fee
claimed in the original message). In
other cases a phone call will follow,
purporting to be the victim's bank
(after all, in the case of a fake text,
the scammer already has their victim's
number and, if they input payment
details in the hyperlink, the scammer
gains their banking details too).
The caller will sound very official,
explaining that they can see payment
details were provided to a fraudulent
web link and therefore the person
needs to transfer their money to a
'safe' account. Some victims have lost
all their savings by being conned into
making a bank transfer (push payment)
this way.
These scams have been particularly
prevalent due to the increase in online
shopping in recent times – a perfect
illustration of how fraudsters take
advantage of any situation or trend to
exploit people for their money.
In most cases these scam texts come
from a mobile number which should be
a red flag that it might not be genuine
– but don't forget that scammers can
'spoof' numbers to appear the same as
the number of the organisation they
are copying. So if you have a genuine

message from Hermes in your phone
messages and a new message comes in
and appears in the same conversation
'thread' on your phone, this doesn't
mean it's a genuine Hermes message
as the scammer could have spoofed
Hermes's number.
Our simple message is a parcel
delivery company would not ask you
to pay a redelivery or unpaid shipping
fee online so do not click on any links
inviting or instructing you to do so.
In the case of e-mails it is often
helpful to hover over or click on the
sender's name to see their true e-mail
address which usually shows that they
are nothing to do with the courier they
are mimicking. But in any case, the
same simple message applies as above
– a parcel delivery company would not
ask you to pay a redelivery or unpaid
shipping fee online so do not click on
any links inviting or instructing you to
do so.
Forward scam texts to 7726 and
phishing e-mails to report@phishing.
gov.uk.
Report scams to Action Fraud on
0300 123 2040 or via their website
www.actionfraud.police.uk.
Please take care and warn others
– many people are still confused by
different versions of this same basic
scam.

Modern
slavery
Raids in Cambs draw a
blank, but still counted
a success
WE teamed up with partners one
day in July to visit dozens of nail
bars and hand car washes as part of
a day of action to combat modern
slavery.
Officers, accompanied by
Immigration and the Gangmasters
and Labour Abuse Authority
(GLAA), visited more than 50
sites across the county.
Five arrests were made as a
result of the visits, but these were
not related to modern slavery.
Although no modern slavery
arrests were made, the day was
still very valuable to capture key
intelligence and conduct welfare
checks.
Nationally, there have been
multiple modern slavery cases
linked to nail bars and hand car
washes, making them of particular
interest to police, Immigration
and the GLAA.
Earlier this year we were made
aware of a shocking case where a
man reported he had been forced
to work at a hand car wash for a
prolonged period of time. He was
locked inside poor accommodation
overnight and provided with a
small amount of food each day, but
did not receive any wages.
The man managed to escape,
is being supported by a charity
and an investigation into what
happened is ongoing.
Although the vast majority of
hand car washes and nail bars
are legitimate businesses, as this
example shows, some exploit
workers to maximise profits.
Please report any concerns if you
visit one and something doesn't
feel right. We'd rather go and
discover everything is legitimate,
than have someone trapped in a
desperate situation.
Visit our website for more on
what to look out for: https://bit.
ly/2VfXMmB.
Thank you for your support.

Scam calls from “matching”
mobile phone numbers
HERE at CAPASP, we spotted a
couple of months ago (thanks to
some of our vigilant supporters) that
people were receiving scam calls that
appeared to be coming from numbers
similar to their own.
The National Fraud Intelligence
Bureau (NFIB) has now issued a
warning to the public to be vigilant of
such scam calls.
Commonly, the first seven digits
(07nnnnn) match the victim's own
number.
The calls impersonate well-known
government organisations, or law
enforcement agencies, and will ask
the recipient of the call to "press 1"
in order to speak with an advisor, or
police officer, about unpaid fines or
police warrants.
In May 2021, Action Fraud received
2,110 scam call reports where the
caller's number matched the first
seven digits of the victim's own
phone number. Of these, 1,426
(68%) referred to HMRC or National
Insurance.
Victims have also reported receiving
these types of calls, and messaging, via
widely-used messaging apps, such as
WhatsApp.

What you can do
• Government and law
enforcement agencies will not
notify you about unpaid fines
or outstanding police warrants
by calling or texting you. Do
not respond to any calls or texts
you receive about these.
• Always take a moment to
stop and think before parting
with money or your personal
information, it could prevent
you from falling victim to
fraud.
• Remember, it's okay to reject,
refuse or ignore any requests.
Only criminals will try to rush
or panic you.
• If you receive a suspicious text
message, you can report it by
forwarding the message to
7726. It's free of charge.
• Suspicious telephone/
mobile calls can be reported
to Action Fraud via their
website: actionfraud.police.uk/
report-phishing
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Community Care Matters (Gamlingay)

HELP NEEDED URGENTLY!!!
We have FAMILIES WAITING for support with morning and evening
visits at the WEEKEND in particular.
As lockdown comes to an end we have had a number of calls for help to
support our most VULNERABLE ELDERLY community members.
The community NEEDS YOU if you are a CARER. Working for
yourself means you earn more; can organise your own work schedule;
can give sufficient time to your clients etc.
For support to get started email:
communitycarematters@mail.com; phone: 07308 646 613

GAMLINGAY NETBALL CLUB
We are looking for new members to join our friendly local club.
We currently have spaces in our newly formed team Thunder,
which will suit beginners or players looking to return to
netball. With the opportunity to move up through the
club teams.
GNC have four teams which are entered into two
different leagues in various divisions.
Jets
Storm
Tigers
Panthers
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Prem Bedford & Heritage
1st Div Bedford & Prem Heritage
3rd Div Bedford & 2nd Div Heritage
4th Div Bedford & 4th Div Heritage

Deputies
required
YOUR Gamlingay Gazette is operated
by a team of volunteers, and every now
and then we feel the need to have a
holiday. But it can be challenging to fit
breaks around editorial and publishing
deadlines. So we're looking for
deputies (no cowboys or gunslingers
need apply) who might fill in for us
from time to time.
What benefit will you get, other
than experience in doing these jobs
and feeling you are part of a team
doing something for your community?
Well, that's about it, actually.
Certainly no money and you won't be
doing it for the glory!
Your duties will not be onerous.
We'll let you know how things are
done, and you can understudy for
as long as you like until you feel
confident, and there'll be plenty of
support for you from the team – we
won't be throwing you in at the deep
end!

For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

Deputies are required for:

Editor

You'll check incoming news and edit
the content as necessary. Determine
lead stories and do a rough layout.
You'll source some images to enhance
the stories if required. You'll gain a
good idea of how many pages that
month's Gazette will require and pass
layout ideas, stories and images to the
Layout Editor.

Layout Editor

You will fit the stories and adverts to
the initial layout plan provided by the
editor. Ideally you should already have
a working knowledge of In Design,
our publishing package, however, some
training can be given.

Distribution Manager

Organise breakdown of our bulk
delivery from the printer into small
distribution bundles and the pickup
of those bundles by co-ordinators.
The co-ordinators are each in charge
of several distribution routes and
distribute bundles to local deliverers.
If you are interested in finding
out more, email editor@
gamlingaygazette.uk
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Pennies on
my eyes
Cycling across town the sun shone
down, the sky blue and high, not
a puff of cloud in sight.
I rushed indoors and made a
drink, went upstairs and
hesitated before entering the
bedroom.
Sunshine streamed in.
I crossed to the open window.
Smells from the garden; fallen
apples and pears, mixed with
crushed blackcurrants and late
strawberries.
I draw a deep breath.
Mum lay with half opened eyes
as I placed the drink beside
her and turned to hug her frail
welcoming body.
She asked, “Do you have two old
pennies?”
“Old pennies?” I asked.
“Yes, to cover my eyes before the
girls arrive”, she said.
Pennies, children?
“Mum? Why do you want to give
them old pennies?”
No, silly, they’re to go on my eyes,
I don’t want to scare them!
Hmm.
“Mum, the pennies will scare the
girls, what’s the matter?”
“My eyes no longer shut!”
Laughing I kiss her eyes, her
mouth and say They Love You!
We sit and wait as the sun moves
on and shadows lengthen. The
air is cooling gently. The girls
arrive and come slowly up the
stairs.
Looking round the door they see
their Grandma in bed,
she looks apprehensive but the
girls are over to her in a trice,
they are keen to share their day at
school.
They gently hug and kiss her.
Mum smiles and rests her half
closed eyes.
We don’t always see the changes,
when we stay close by.
Janette Sibley,
a member of Biggleswade Poetry Table.
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Repair shop
request
I’d like to be “Repair Shopped”,
Please take me, right away.
I’ve tried so hard to D.I.Y.,
But efforts bring dismay.
From top to toe I need some help,
There’s not an inch that’s right.
With joints that creak and cause me
pain
Each day is quite a fight.
I’ll pick and choose my ‘menders’,
Who all have skills quite rare:
From wood and metal, clay and cloth,
Their expertise they share.
Jay Blades would supervise them –
The Barn would spring to life,
Each part of me would be restored,
By hammer, brush – and knife!
Susie’s skills at leatherwork
Would tan my hide like new:
Her brother, Steve, could sort my
‘clock’,
To keep my ticking true.
My teeth I’d give to Kirsten,
To acrylic-fill and paint,
Then Will could re-turn all my bones
To make me look so quaint.
To Dom I’d trust my paintwork,
It’s dulled, as I’ve got older;
There’s not a lot of metalwork,
So hope he won’t need solder.
My framework needs new fabric,
For re-upholstering,
And Sonnaz, she could do this job,
With needle, thread (or string!).
The salt-and-pepper silver threads
Which now adorn my hair,
I’d safely trust to Brenton, who would
Treat them with such care.
Although I’m no oil painting,
(Of cracks I’ve quite a few),
Lucia’s touch would patch me up –
She’d make me look brand new!
To bring me all together,
There’s just one final task:
Some “plumping” from the Ladies Bear
Is that too much to ask?
So, may I be “Repair Shopped”?
It shouldn’t take too long.
If you could do it while I wait
What possibly could go wrong?
Gill Spaul

Gamlingay
Players
THE Gamlingay Players’ next
production will be John Buchan’s
The 39 Steps, adapted by Patrick
Barlow, on 3rd and 4th December
2021, at 7.45 pm at the Gamlingay
Eco-Hub.
Tickets are £9.00 (£7.50
concessions), available from the
Eco-Hub or on-line: http://www.
gamlingayplayers.org/buy-tickets/
The 39 Steps is a comedy which
was a huge hit in the West End
and around the world. It is based
both on the thriller by John
Buchan and also the movie by
Alfred Hitchcock.

…a spectacular
production ...
With over 150 characters,
nothing has been cut from this
hilarious and spectacular version
of Britain’s most spell-binding
thriller – legendary scenes include
the chase on the Flying Scotsman,
the escape on the Forth Bridge
and the death-defying finale at
the London Palladium – all taking
place at the Gamlingay Eco-Hub.
Come along to see a famous
book and a famous film performed
live on stage in what promises to
be a very funny, very exciting and
very ambitious production.
Please HELP: the Gamlingay
Players are looking for new
recruits to join our group so
we can continue to make and
perform our enjoyable shows.
If you have an interest in acting
and performing, or just feel like
having a go, then don’t wait any
longer!
There are also many roles
behind the scenes such as
costumes, props, makeup and
stage managing (getting things
in their right places on the night)
then please do get in touch at
gamlingayplayers@gmail.com.
We’d love to hear from you!
Jon Mountfort, Chair, Gamlingay
Players

Sort of…

Cheese and Potato Dauphinoise
Vegetarian recipe from
Roderick Starksfield

A DELICIOUS potato side, or even a
vegetarian main.
Basically, just two ingredients –
potatoes and cheese!
I would strongly recommend a
Mandolin, not the musical instrument
but the kitchen finger slicing tool; you
could use a vegetable peeler, cheese
slice or a knife. A knife is tricky to use
to get really thin slices.
Serves 4
Ingredients:
» 2 large baking potatoes, thinly sliced
» 5oz/150gm Cheddar Cheese, finely
grated
» Ground black pepper
Method
» Heat the oven to a low heat, about
160°C
» Peel the potatoes (optional) and slice
very thinly.
Assemble:
» It may be helpful to line the base of
the tin with baking parchment.
» As the potatoes need to be arranged
in neat overlapping rows, I used a
deep sides square tart tin (7” square).
» Start layering up the potatoes.
» You need to make sure the edges
have an equal thickness, to arrange
this cut some slices in half to go
round the edge, see drawing.
» After the first layer sprinkle over
some cheese and grind over a
generous twist of black pepper.
» Repeat adding potato and cheese
layers (about 5 or 6 layers).
» Cover with foil.
» Place in the oven and cook for about
1½/2 hours.
» Check to see that the top is not
browning, if so reduce the heat.
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Climate Quiz – Answers
…complete with sources, so you can check for yourself
1. How do today’s changes in climate
(i.e. since the Industrial Revolution)
compare to previous changes in
climate?
d. Both b and c:
The levels of greenhouse gases cur
rently in the atmosphere have not been
seen for millennia and the increased
levels of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere have increased much
faster.
https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/
https://skepticalscience.com/climatechange-little-ice-age-medieval-warmperiod.htm
https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/
https://skepticalscience.com/climatechange-little-ice-age-medieval-warmperiod.htm

Carbon dioxide (CO2) is a major
greenhouse gas. It enters the atmos
phere mainly through burning fossil
fuels. 65%-85% of CO2 has a lifespan
in the atmosphere of about 20-200
years, and the rest much, much longer.
Whether over 20 years or 100 years,
CO2 has a GWP of 1. CO2 is 74.4% of
global GHG emissions.
*Global warming potential (GWP) is
the heat absorbed by any greenhouse
gas in the atmosphere, as a multiple of
the heat that would be absorbed by the
same mass of carbon dioxide.
3. What does net zero mean?
c. When the greenhouse
gases emitted into the
atmosphere are balanced
with the greenhouse gases
being removed from the
atmosphere.
l ‘Net’: enables us to balance
emissions.
l Absolute Zero: when no greenhouse
gases are being emitted. (a)
l Planting trees and electrifying
transport networks are important
elements of achieving net zero (b
and d)
https://netzeroclimate.org/
what-is-net-zero/

2. Methane and Carbon Dioxide are
both two key greenhouse gases.
How do they differ?
a. Methane is more potent
(stronger) than carbon
dioxide but stays in the
atmosphere for less time.
Methane is a major greenhouse gas.
It enters the atmosphere mainly
through burning fossil fuels and
animal agriculture. Lifespan in the
atmosphere is about a decade. Methane
has a 20 yr Global Warming Potential, 4. What is embodied carbon?
(GWP* see below) of 84-87 and a
c. The carbon emitted when sourc
100 yr GWP of 28-36. Methane is
ing materials, manufacturing and
17.3% of global GHG emissions.
distributing a product.
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https://www.carboncure.
com/concrete-corner/
what-is-embodied-carbon/
5. Is reforestation (planting more
trees) useful for absorbing carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere?
b. Yes, but it is essential to
protect rainforests from
deforestation alongside
reforestation projects.
l Rainforests are slow to develop but
absorb more CO2
l Larger, older trees absorb more CO2
l Supporting biodiversity is vital to
support the local ecosystem.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4jvI4o9-op8
6. In 2019, which sector produced the
highest emissions in the UK?
a. Transport
https://www.gov.uk/government/
statistics/final-uk-greenhouse-gasemissions-national-statistics-1990to-2019
7. Which sector has seen the largest
proportional decrease in emissions
in the UK between 1990 and 2019?
f. Waste management
https://www.gov.uk/government/
statistics/final-uk-greenhouse-gasemissions-national-statistics-1990to-2019

A million
steps for
charity
I WOULD like to say a big thank
you to everyone in Gamlingay
who bought cakes, ordered an
afternoon tea delivery, donated to
my just giving page, pipped their
horn, flashed their lights, stopped
me to say hello in an effort to
support me in my Mid-Summer
Million Step Challenge.
I completed the challenge on
Saturday 31st July and my final step
total was 1,098,738 – that's an
average of 11,943 steps every day
(lowest 4,102 and highest 23,032).
I've battled blisters, cracked heels
torrential rain, tropical heat and
days where I just didn't believe I
could or would complete it.
In total I raised £656 and found
out today that puts me in the top
20% of fund raisers in July and by
the time I have claimed the match
funding at work I will be donating
over £1300 to St Mary's hospice.
Of course my two biggest
thanks have to go to my husband
Richard, who put up with the
all consuming nature of this
challenge and of course my
faithful dog Nina, who did not
sign up for the challenge but did
most of the steps with me anyway
(not the hot lunch time walks of
course!)
THANK YOU VERY MUCH!
Alison Fitt
aka Pygmy Owl Gamlingay Brownies

Gym update
BY THE time you read this
it is hoped that there will
be some concrete news
regarding Gamlingay Gym.
At time of writing all that can
be said is that negotiations,
between Cam Academy Trust,
South Cambs District Council
and the potential community
interest company who would
run the gym are “delicate and
on-going.”

Komino rules
USING the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each
box contains one pair. A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side.

July-August Solution
I HOPE that you have enjoyed the
challenge of solving these Komino
puzzles.
These are similar to the ones that
I have published in my first book of
200 Komino Puzzles which is currently
available with 25% off the retail price
from my publishers (Troubador) for
£7.50 at www.kominopuzzle.com
How do you enjoy the Komino puzzles each month?
Should they be harder or easier?
Let Kevin Bentley know your views at: internetflex@googlemail.com

STOP PRESS

Code Red for humanity

AS WE were finalising this issue of The Gazette news broke of the UN-issued
“code red for humanity.” Such is the coverage given in all news sources readers
cannot be unaware of the story.
The landmark UN report: IPCC, 2021: Summary for Policymakers makes
stark and indeed frightening reading. The authors say that since 1970, global
surface temperatures have risen faster than in any other 50-year period over the
past 2,000 years. This warming is "already affecting many weather and climate
extremes in every region across the globe". Whether it's heatwaves like the ones
recently experienced in Greece and western North America, or floods like those
in Germany and China, "their attribution to human influence has strengthened"
over the past decade.
The report says the warming we've experienced to date has irreversibly changed
many of our planetary support systems. Notwithstanding the actions currently
being talked about, the oceans will continue to warm and become more acidic.
Mountain and polar glaciers will continue melting for decades or centuries.
The key question is what are we prepared to do to reduce as much as possible
the impact of this upon our children and grandchildren? Or to put it another way,
which of our present day comforts and conveniences are we prepared to sacrifice
for their future?
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Emergency Services

Churches

Police, Ambulance
and Fire

999

Baptist Church, Office

Non-Emergency Fire

01223 376 217

St. Mary The Virgin

Non-Emergency Police 101
and Community Police
PC John Coppard
john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk
Healthcare and Council
Medical centre
Appointments
Out of hours

260 340
111

District nurses

08456 024 064

Age Concern

01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Church Office
Sally Graves
Rector: Hilary Young
ChurchWarden: Nick Ingles
Reader: Chris Miller

651 519
650 112
650 587
07828 934 003
650 779

Halls for Hire
Ecohub
Everton Village Hall
Hatley St. George Village Hall
Methodist Chapel
St. Mary's Church
Social Club

Sarah Groom, Kate Laughame
651 226
manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
682 251
Kim Wilde
650 596
www.hatley.info
Parish Council
650 310
Lindy Gorton
650 581
Martin Hull
650 418

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests

Community car scheme 07519 493 701
Alison Baker

Bell Ringers

John Boocock

650 736

Parish Council
650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Harriet Gould
Vice-Chairman: Wendy Boyne

Booklinks

Kate Laugharne
Ann Kirby

651 226
651 134

Faulty Street Lights

0800 7873 247

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom
Hatley Parish Council 650 596
Clerk: Kim Wilde
parishclerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Margot Eagle
Politics
Member of Parliament 0207 219 3000
Anthony Browne
anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk
County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
650 510
Bridget Smith
03450 450 500
Monday-Saturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council
Hatley District Councillor 07885 774 775
Heather Williams
cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk
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Cafe Connect
Fridays 10.30am-12.30pm

gamlingay-bell-ringers.webador.co.uk

Community Choir
Jan Cooper
East Beds Model Railway Society Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com
Friends of St Mary’s
Helen Miller
Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners Secretary: Mick Slimm
Association (GAGA)
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Membership Secretary: John Way
johnway803@gmail.com

650 178

677 390
650 650
650 114

Gamlingay Archaeological
Group (Gamarch)

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
julialmanley@yahoo.com

650 009

Gamlingay Players
Gamlingay Walkers
Gardening Club
Guild of St. Mary's
History Society

Amy Lovat, lovatl@hotmail.com
Miriam and Phil Titchner
Lindy Gorton
Liz Huckle
Peter Wright
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com
Pat Brunsdon
Mrs C Watson
Geoff Bruerton
Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk

07843 527 979
654 891
650 581
650 988

Lacecaps
Ladybird Club
Music Club
Photographic Society
Potton and District Writers
Royal British Legion
Sandy and District Round Table

pottonwriters@gmail.com
Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough
Lee Packham Brown

01480 385 351
650 707
650 748

651 982
651 070

Sir John Jacob's Almshouses
Trustees:

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Philip Gorton

St. Neots Model Railway Club

John Kneeshaw
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

Village Show

Ginny Jones
ginnyjones2021@outlook.com
Lindsay Bygraves
Jean York

Women’s Institute

651 070
651 982
650 581

07813 629354

Care Services
Adult Health and
Social Service General
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care

0345 045 5202

651 227
650 367

Children’s Services

0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health

0345 045 5205

Learning Disability
Partnership/Sensory
Services

0345 045 5221

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group
Everton Preschool
Jelly Tots

Bridget Smith
Julie
Emma Radley
Natalie

650 510
07814 815 491
07156 027 150
691 477

Montessori

Mrs Pat Jenkins

650 645
07714 821 940

Rainbow Preschool

Lisa Burton

651 996

School
Gamlingay Primary

Cambridge County Council

650 208

Sports
651 020
650 035
651 020
651 785

General Community Services
Citizenship

0345 045 5155

Education Transport

0345 045 5208

Education Welfare
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries

0345 045 5200

Human Resources
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services
(includes automatic
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Bowls Club
Breeze Ladies Cycling
Football Club (Youth Teams)
Gamlingay Gym

Brian Culverhouse
Gill Kitchener
Chair: Brian Culverhouse

Gamlingay Netball Club

Gamlingaynetball@gmail.com

Girls Football – MUGA

Nancy Kyle
nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk

651 785

Online Payments
Support

0345 045 5211

Junior Football School
Tennis Club
Waresley Cricket Club

Brian Culverhouse
John Gray
Rod Kerr
waresleycc@hotmail.co.uk

651 020
654 165
07545 453 559

Streetscene
(Highways,Transport and
Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard

0345 045 5222

Trading Standards

0845 404 0506

Waste Management

0345 045 5207

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies
1st Gamlingay Rainbows
2nd Gamlingay Guides
Beavers
Explorers
Gamlingay Cubs
Gamlingay Scouts
Gransden Cubs
Pathfinder Scouts
Tinuwen Rangers
Youth Cafe
Youth Club

Jane Brown
Helen Brown
Benita Scott
Mark Harrision
Vacancy
Steve Palmer
Will Colebrook
Susan Jefferd
Mark Harrisson
Irene Gray
Lucy Rands
Lucy Rands

652 997
449 043
650 547
07979 102 568
651 532
07527 717 463
261 000
07979 102 568
651 212
07929 453 235
07929 453 235

Other Emergency Services
Power cuts
UK Power Networks

105

Water supply
Cambridge Water

01223 706 050

Surface flooding
Cambs County
Councill

0345 045 5200

Sewer flooding
Anglian Water

03457 145 145

Domestic gas
emergency

0800 111 999
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For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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