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I want to be an inventor
“I want to be an inventor.”

That’s my daughter’s aspiration for her future.
I asked her this whilst reflecting on a question that’s being
asked of all of us in Cambridgeshire today:

“What’s our vision for 2050?”

Freya, Gamlingay resident, aged eight.
WE’RE fortunate enough to be living
in a part of England, indeed the
world, where this eight-year old’s
dream is not only possible, it has every
opportunity of being a reality.
So why are we talking about what
life here could be like in 2050?
Gamlingay is part of an area that the
Government has named the OxfordCambridge Arc. Because of the major
science and technology capabilities,
the knowledge, jobs and innovation
created here, the Arc is designated
as a place of national economic
importance. In short, this area is home
to people and businesses who are
tackling some of the major challenges

this country – and indeed the world
– faces.
We need our area to succeed in
order to help the whole country
recover from economic, health and
environmental slowdown. That’s a
big ask put on us. The area brings in a
lot of business attention that supports
our wider prosperity. But we can all
point to issues that need resolving and
more investment needed to make sure
that we not only retain our quality of
life, but create the opportunities for
our families to make it better. Pick
from any local issue that’s impacting
our communities, such as housing
affordability (we’re on the housing

ladder, but my friend’s daughter hasn’t
a hope), access to GPs and securing
places in good schools, really slow
internet. Then of course there are
the big issues that are increasingly
affecting us: climate change and
resultant altered weather patterns, the
essential need to move swiftly from
fossil fuels, severe water shortages in
many areas and floods in others and
some serious health and well-being
challenges that have turned our world
upside down over the past 18 months.
Most of us just expect the
government – whether that be local
councils or national government - to
provide the necessary infrastructure
and support we need to make things
okay. And, largely, they deliver.
For 2021, there are new, different
choices that need to be made. And
securing our future in this post EU
and (hopefully) post-lock down
era requires greater collaboration,
long term planning and joined-up
investment. History shows that we’re
less good at that bit. Councils and
other organisations responsible for this
stuff across the Arc are being given the
opportunity to change that.

…the Arc has the potential
to be a world-leader in
sustainability…
The Government has said that the
Arc has the potential to be a worldleader in sustainability. A global
beacon, they say, for how we create
better, more sustainable places of the
future by making improvements to our
environment, through more joined up
planning for modern infrastructure.
By adopting appropriate technologies
Continued on page 3
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Submission of articles and images
The Gamlingay Gazette is an independent publication that aims to inform
people living in and around Gamlingay of events of interest and is funded
solely by advertising.
We welcome contributions from people, both articles and pictures.
Please note that the editor reserves the right to edit any article submitted for
publication for style, length and accuracy purposes.
For photographs, when submitting an image, please state who took or owns it
so that we can credit their copyright. Every care is taken to ensure accuracy
of items.
Views expressed do not necessarily represent the views of The Gazette Committee.
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Community
Car Scheme

Gamlingay car scheme provides low
cost transport for residents who
would otherwise find it difficult to
get to medical appointments.
It is currently operating under strict
conditions, with only one passenger
being carried, and they must be able
to fasten their own seat belt.
For further details call

07519 493701

Continued from page 1
and methods we can work towards
zero carbon and healthier living and
working and we can travel faster and
affordably.
To help achieve this, the government
has committed to creating a longterm plan that will be set in national
policy. This means that all parts of
government, business, developers and
investors will all need to work towards
what’s agreed in this plan. It’s called
a Spatial Framework and it will cover
the whole Oxford-Cambridge Arc.

W hoosh! Crackle!

…Government wants to hear
directly from us…
Work on this plan started a few
weeks ago. It’s going to take about 18
months to complete. It’s at this very
early stage that the Government wants
to hear directly from us, the residents.
They ask that we read through some
facts and figures about where we live
and why they are creating this plan.
Then they ask us to prioritise a set of
statements so that they can understand
what we value most in our local areas
and what we would like them to
prioritise for future investment, so that
these can be built into the plan from
the very beginning. This consultation
closes on 12th October.
So, looking at this today and
considering what my long-term
vision is, and prospects for my area
are, (which are actually really hard
questions to answer!), at the forefront
of my mind was my eight-year-old.
She’ll be 37 by then and perhaps an
inventor. I’ll be… well, life will be
different.

…have your say before
12th October.
I’ve had my say. Go to: https://www.
placebuilder.io/futureofthearc and have
your say before 12th October. Please
share this with as many relatives, friends
and contacts who live, work or have an
interest in this area.
The Oxford-Cambridge Arc includes
the areas: Oxfordshire, Northampton
shire, Buckinghamshire, Milton Keynes,
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough.
Karen Clark.
As well as being the proud mum of a nascent
inventor, I am also communications manager
for SEMLEP, the South East Midlands Local
Enterprise Partnership, currently on secondment
with the ARC leadership group.

It’s back … Gamlingay’s

Fireworks Spectacular
GAMLINGAY’S much-loved annual fireworks spectacular is set
to return this year. The event has been held annually for the past
twenty years, but had to be cancelled in 2020.
“We are so excited about this year’s display”, said a spokesperson
from the Friends of Gamlingay Village Primary, who organise the
fireworks display. “This year’s display will be an opportunity for
us all to come together and share something positive after such a
challenging time.”
The Friends of Gamlingay Village Primary is a registered charity
and all proceeds from the event will directly benefit the children at
the school by, for example, subsidising school trips and providing
additional equipment like the trim trail that was installed in 2019
and the new outdoor classroom and shelter planned for next year.
This year’s display is supported, as previously, by a generous grant
from the Parish Council, for which the friends of GVP are very
grateful.
“The display is a big event for us to organise - we are a small
group of staff and parents and we would really welcome volunteers
to help us on the day - especially during the display”, said the
Friends of GVP. “If you are able to help, please do drop us a line on
friendsofgamlingayvp@gmail.com. In exchange, you will receive
free entry to the display for yourself and one other person.”
The display is scheduled for Sunday 7th November (gates open at
4.00pm; Firing at 5:30pm) at Gamlingay Eco Hub. It will of course
be held in line with any relevant government guidelines in relation
to Covid-19. Information on how to get tickets and the cost will be
advertised nearer the time.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Our roads and pavements
Dear Editor,
If you are recovering from an
illness or an operation and you are
walking for exercise as part of your
physiotherapy with crutches or
sticks, as I am at present, please take
great care and caution as Gamlingay
roads and pathways are in a bad state
of repair! We have clumsily patched
tarmacking, sunken water valves and
pavements sunken and uneven.
To my knowledge, three people in

Avenells Way

the last few months have tripped and
fallen on the pathway from Church
Street through to Avenells Way, one
quite seriously injured.
I am quite appalled at the condition
of the roads and pavements we use.
So, please take care out there.
Linda Wooldridge
[Ed: See the good news in the county and
district councillors’ reports elsewhere in
this Gazette].

Station Road - opposite School

GAMLINGAY AND
HATLEY CAR SCHEME

Drivers
needed
An opportunity to help?
Are you looking for a useful
pastime?
Do you like driving?
Do you have a spare morning or
afternoon?
Do you like talking to people
and want to get out and about?
…then perhaps you could
become a volunteer driver for
the Gamlingay and Hatleys Car
Scheme, which provides transport
for essential purposes to residents
of Gamlingay, the Hatleys and
surrounding villages.
Our villages have little or no
public transport and the car
scheme is becoming increasingly
well known amongst residents as a
valuable support – but the scheme
urgently needs more volunteer
drivers to continue that support.
Your tasks would be to get
residents to their appointments,
which might be for doctor,
dentist, optician, etc., or
community activities – for driving
only!
You would not be required to
do shopping or provide physical
assistance.
The scheme is entirely
voluntary and flexible to suit your
availability, so you would drive on
whichever days or hours would be
convenient to you, and all mileage
driven will be reimbursed at
approx. 45p per mile.
The scheme is sponsored by
South Cambs District Council.
Volunteers must have held a full
UK driving licence for a minimum
of two years and a DBS check will
be provided.
There are no other qualifications
required! Just your goodwill!
Please call for more
information, or to sign up.

07519 493 701
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GROW GAMLINGAY

The Oak…tree of myths and legends
English Oak (Quercus robur) trunk. Squirrels, badgers, mice, deer added about 24 to the fleet.
and jays feed on the acorns in autumn.
The ‘Royal Oak’ is so named as the
Sessile Oak (Quercus petraea) A single jay can ‘cache’ thousands
tree was said to have hidden Charles
of acorns every year and remember
where they put them! Those that don’t
get eaten over winter will germinate
and become the oaks of the future.
It is thought by some that this is how
the oak trees spread so quickly across
Britain after the last Ice Age. Purple
Hairstreak butterfly caterpillars eat
the leaves. An oak is a busy wildlife
habitat!

II during the Battle of Worcester and
aided his survival.
The Oak Man or ‘Jack in the Green’
would dance through the streets
on Mayday, wreathed in oak and
hawthorn, to be chosen by the May
Queen and become the May King.
Oak is the wood that can be found
still holding up the roofs of some of
our oldest houses and cathedrals.
The beautiful grain of the wood
English Folklore
makes furniture of all kinds that lasts
The Oak tree is tightly bound in the
for generations. Oak bark and copper
myths and legends of our British Isles. makes a purplish dye that has been
Acorns of the Sessile Oak.
Herne the Hunter was the oak-god of used in the Scottish Highlands.
Southern Britain. Merlin cast his spells
If you haven’t received the Tree Trail
“I’M so glad I live in a world where
in a grove of oaks using an oak wand. leaflet yet or you would like a digital
there are Octobers.” said Anne of
King Arthur’s round table was said to version then you can download a pdf
Green Gables in the book of that name. be a slice of an enormous ancient oak from the Gamlingay Parish Council
This is especially true when the
tree. The ‘Major Oak’ can be found in website or DM us via Instagram or our
leaves on the deciduous trees start to
Sherwood Forest and was the secret
Facebook page and we can email you a
turn red, golden yellow or the blazing meeting place of Robin Hood and his
copy.
orange of the oak tree.
Merry Men.
Remember to ‘Leave nothing
Oak trees can reach the great height
In Henry VIII’s time a third of
but footprints’ and to follow the
of 45 metres but are commonly around England was still covered in oak
‘Countryside Code’.
20 metres. An oak can live for 700
woodland, many of these trees were
Keep up to date with the Grow
years meaning that our oldest trees
felled to build his navy. It is estimated Gamlingay project at:
may have been saplings during the
that 600 large oaks might have been
Instagram: growgamlingay
time of Chaucer and were growing
needed to construct each ship, he
Facebook: Grow Gamlingay
before the War of the Roses.
Live thy Life,
Summer-rich
All his leaves
Our Tree Trail Oak can be found
Young
and
old,
Then;
and
then
Fall’n at length
at position H, a fine example of an
Like
yon
oak,
Autumn-changed
Look, he stands,
oak that has been given space to grow
Bright
in
spring,
Soberer-hued
Trunk and bough
broad and strong. The bark is grey and
Living
gold;
Naked strength.
finely cracked, the leaves are deeply
Gold
Again
Alfred Lord Tennyson
lobed. In spring the branches will
carry male, yellow-green hanging
catkins and tiny, female catkins with
minute, red flowers. Of course the
acorn is the fruit of the oak. It can be
found nestled in a cup on a long stalk
upon the English Oak or with no stalk
and the cup growing closer to the twig
on a Sessile Oak. There is another
beautiful Oak at the top of the log field
and many more old trees lining the
Clopton Way.
Species Support
The Oak is thought to host at least 200
species of insect which in turn feed
many species of birds. Bats can be
found roosting under loose bark or in
old woodpecker holes. Birds such as
Marsh Tits and Pied Flycatchers make
their nests in holes and crevices in the
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Hello from the Hub

Our Gamlingay HubBub
IMPROVING FITNESS

Circuits Classes
at the Hub

ARE you serious about improving
your fitness, or perhaps you just
want to get fit for the first time?
Joolz Clarke Body Conditioning
is our local personal trainer,
and runs Circuits Classes at the
Hub from 7.00pm to 8.00pm on
Monday evenings here at the Hub.
Circuits is a focused class using
free weights, your own bodyweight and cardio exercises to
strengthen and tone your muscles
and improve fitness levels.
It can be tough, but Joolz
encourages you to work at your
own level and build up strength
and fitness in your own time.
The rewards are when you can
keep up with the class, and when
you see your weight drop, your
body tone up and your strength
increase!
No need to book, just turn
up, but contact Joolz for more
information, via her Facebook
page https://www.facebook.
com/ptjoolz

Saturday 9th October
WE HAVE been very busy organising
our ‘Covid Recovery Party’ and by
now you should be seeing posters and
banners around the village.
Together with the Parish Council,
the Eco Hub is hosting a fun afternoon
for the whole family, with good food
and entertainment to welcome the
community to come together to say
hello to friends and neighbours.
On Saturday 9th October, the party
will run from 1.00pm to 4.00pm
and we will have a variety of music,
a puppet show, circus entertainers,
singers and dancers plus a hog roast
and a bar.
We will be both outside and inside,
depending on the weather, so if it’s
fine, bring a picnic. Look out for
information on posters, banners,
leaflets and on Facebook or contact us
for more information.
For our day to day activities, we
are now running as normal, Zumba
Gold, Slimming World and Circuits,
Pilates for Seniors and Chair Pilates,

Yoga, Therapies fitness class and Asahi
Karate, Alice Lucas Ballet School,
Cha Char Chimps, and Little Ruggers
Rugby training, Indoor Bowls.
As well as regular classes, we have
many village groups meeting here
in the evenings, like the WI and the
History Society. The Gamlingay
Players are back rehearsing for their
pre Christmas production.
We are now able to take bookings
for parties, weddings and business
meetings, conferences and training
courses, so contact us for availability
and prices.
Don’t forget the Connect Café on
Friday mornings 10.30am to 12.30pm
for great cake, teacakes and chat.
Just contact us for any more details,
pick up our ‘What’s On’ leaflet at the
front desk or see our website or our
Facebook page.
Stay safe and well.
With all best wishes
The Eco Hub Team

CHRISTMAS CARD

Could you design a
Christmas Card for the Hub?
IF YOU’RE feeling creative, we’d
love to hear from you!
Each Christmas we send out a
card to friends, volunteers and
customers and we would love a new
Christmas card design this year.
The only rule is that it must
feature the Hub in some way,
otherwise it can be a drawing or
painting, or photograph, in colour

or black and white, and any style
you like.
Open to all ages, if you want
to have a go, please email or drop
in your design to us, and we will
choose the one we like best and
print it up for our card this year!
The winner will get a supply of
printed cards for their own use,
plus a ‘thank you’ gift.

Our Facebook page, Twitter feed and website have all the latest on What's On. Email is the best way to get hold of us for now as
the managers are often working at home, or you can leave a message on our ansaphone.
We are Sarah and Kate (joint managers) supported by Jake and Tony.
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk | phone: 01767 651 226
email: manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk | Facebook/Twitter: Gamlingay Eco Hub
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St. Mary’s Letter for October
Dear Friends,

IN THESE continuing pandemic
times it is not easy to write anything
topical that will be accurate by the
time you read it. Somehow the
difficulty of planning ahead effectively
becomes even more challenging. For
that reason I continue to encourage
readers interested in the weekly
events of the church to look out for
the weekly Newsletter of the Benefice
(ie including Hatley and Everton)
available on our website and by email
by request.
As we enter October, the season
of Remembering which extends into
November, begins with Harvest
Festival Weekend 2nd October, as
we give thanks for the good things in
our lives.
As I write, plans are still being
finalised for Harvest celebrations,
the intention is to give the whole
community an opportunity to bring
to ‘their’ church something that
symbolises thanksgiving for something
or someone- be it people living or
departed, life circumstances or the
necessities of life such as food, but also
including anything else that is relevant.
For Christians, thanksgiving to
the God whom we know in Jesus
Christ is the focus, but anyone who
wishes to acknowledge the good that
it does us to be thankful is invited
to join us. Weekly Newsletters will
advertise times of services and include
arrangements for decorating churches,
as well as what will happen to donations in kind.

8
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Being Good Stewards

Keith has written in detail about
the climate crisis we are waking up
to globally. As a Biologist myself,
with adult education background, it
is interesting to see material I was
teaching some 30 years ago as ‘Science
Matters’ with the Open University
now at the front of public thinking. It
is true that the domestic carbon footprint is not the biggest contributor to
the problem, but it is very relevant,
and, as I wrote last time, we need to
do what we can to make a difference,
for that is between us and our maker.
In one of the Creation stories of the
Bible (yes there is more than one – I
didn’t realise for a long time) God
is described as specifically putting
human beings in charge of everything
that exists, especially all the living
creatures: the first Man has the
privilege of naming them. We are only
in recent times taking more notice of
the ways in which our being in charge
is changing the world we live in at an
ever-increasing pace, and not for the
better.
Christians have not always been
good in the way one would expect,
at recognising and acting on the fact
that possession of power doesn’t mean
that that power should be exercised
without restraint. It is written in to
the basic rules of Christian life, but we
don’t always look carefully enough at
what those rules mean.
Many years ago I bought a T-shirt
with the slogan ‘to save the planet,
first save the people’.
To me at the time it meant that saved
people understand better the value
of things, including themselves, in
relationship with God and, therefore,
the natural world.
I learned with some sadness that my
interpretation wasn’t the only one. For
some, conversion to a particular brand
of Christianity was the key and there it
stopped. By this way of thinking, once

you are ‘saved’, worldly things like
species extinction no longer matter.
What a limited way of thinking!
When Jesus talks about life, Life in
its Fullness, it is human beings in
harmony with the Creator, living well
in the natural order here and now, not
stock-piled for heaven only.
Animals have no sentient under
standing of how to maintain the
intricate webs of interrelationship that
make up life on earth. They just do
what they are made (have evolved) to
do.
[As a Biologist and Ecologist I would love
to chat with anyone who is interested in
exploring more theologically about that].
We only see this inter-relationship of
the natural world clearly where it has
gone awry, for instance when species
are introduced from one ecosystem
to another and a balance is upset that
changes everything. A species that
stays a balanced part of a system in
one part of the world becomes an
uncontrollable pest in another (eg
rabbits in Australia).
Human beings are the ultimate in
animal flexibility, and we are doing
things we didn’t used to be able to do,
overflowing into every habitat on the
planet.
This has been going on since the
opposable thumb gave us manual skills
and our brains became capable of levels
of intelligence and abstract thinking
not seen elsewhere in the animal
world.
We are highly complex animals, still
governed by the laws of nature, but
now able to understand how those laws
work, able to make predictive choices
and understand consequences. If only
that meant we chose to act on our
understanding!
Our generation is living with
the consequences of changes in the
atmosphere that began with the emergence of life and accelerated with the
Industrial Revolution. Changes that

would not have been visible to the
Victorians is writ large for us.
So what can we do? What should we
do?
Well, the choices are up to us.
As churches we have possibilities,
and are doing our best to make good
choices.
At St Mary’s we are looking to
put solar panels on the church roof.
In Gamlingay, we have a wild-life
and people-friendly project going
in in the Church Hall garden, and
we are exploring the possibility of a
collaborative wild-flower and nature
project between the churchyards of
all the churches, including St Denis
and Everton St Mary. There is good
work already going on, we could learn
from one another and expand on the
existing work and plans. We already
recycle where we can, and are working
to reduce food miles and food waste.
If you have skills and time to offer
in any of these regards, do be in
touch, this work needs collaboration
and shared wisdom, I am looking for
people of good will to do good with,
and will be supporting Keith in his
efforts for the environment. We don’t
have to share faith, though I’d love it if
we did!
May God bless us in our endeavours.
Food sharing is gaining momentum,
all are welcome to bring and take away
fresh edibles in the Community Fridge
project – watch for news of opening
times. Meanwhile the Need project
continues to operate from the Chapel
through the Churches consortium,
providing Foodbank services to the
surrounding villages.
More volunteers are welcome!
Although this is a Churches initiative,
you don’t have to go to church to take
part, contact Hilary or Adrian for
details, so we can include you in the
processes and the necessary checks and
training.

Services in October are likely to
follow the interim pattern from last
month, as it has proved difficult to
bring together a task group over the
Summer to look at how the current
pattern is working and what will be
the more permanent way forward.
Where a month has a fifth Sunday we
will be encouraging shared worship
across the Benefice. In September
we were in Gamlingay and Hatley,
October is yet to be confirmed, but
likely to be Everton and Gamlingay.
Some ideas in the pipeline:

Enquirers time
A time and place to ask the basic
questions and share understanding of
Life the Universe and Everything (to
quote Douglas Adams).
Get in touch with Hilary if this
seems attractive. For those of inquiring faith and those who want to
understand what faith might look like.
Memory Cafe
In the Church Hall, time for carers
and those they support to share
refreshments, creative activities and
companionship. We are exploring the
possibility of working towards being
a Dementia-friendly community,
exploring what that might look like.
Contact Hilary or Gerry Brunt if
you would like to explore further.
Wholeness and Healing
Reviving the monthly services of
wholeness and healing at St Mary’s and
linking with the Renew Wellbeing at
the Backroom Cafe – using the space
at St Mary’s in the Hall and Church as
Renew Wellbeing space.
If any of these ideas resonate for you,
please get in touch with me (Hilary):
‘the harvest is plentiful but the
labourers are few’.

St. Mary’s
church roof

THE Parochial Church Council
(PCC) are pleased to announce
that two grant applications have
been successful.
The first is a grant of £2,500
from the Gamlingay Wind
Turbine TITHE Fund and will be
used towards the purchase and
installation of photo voltaic (PV)
panels on the south aisle roof. In
addition we would like to include
a battery system to store the
electricity captured.
The second is a grant of £3,750
from the All Churches Trust
towards the costs of replacing
the roof lead which was stolen
three years ago. Further grant
applications are in the pipeline
and it is hoped that by the time
you read this further funding
will be available and work will
be in progress to make the roof
fully watertight before the worst
of the winter weather. Urgent
repairs to a number of the church
windows will also be carried out if
sufficient funding is obtained.
We have received a number of
large and small financial donations
from people in the community
for which we are very grateful
and which have helped with the
matched funding required by
grant giving organisations.
If you would like to contribute
to either of these projects please
email: gamlingaychurch@outlook.
com

Love from Hilary
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Message for October

‘Don’t confuse busyness with fruitfulness.’ – Anonymous

OFTEN times, people say to me,
‘Adrian, you’re so busy!’ And I have to
admit there are days when I do feel a
bit rushed off my feet. However, I am
always wary of being ‘busy’ as opposed
to fruitful. We can be ‘busy’ without
really achieving anything, or doing
anything of worth. I can be busy with
all sorts of things that in reality I could
do without. Sometimes, our busyness
comes from a place of ‘it’s what we’ve
always done.’
As a church, we can fall to that same
mistake of being busy, but the question
has to be asked, are we being fruitful?
Truth is, we can’t always answer this
easily, however, we do attempt to be
fruitful rather than just, ‘busy.’ How
you may ask? Well, these are just some
of the ways:

The Community Fridge: We are very
thankful for those who donated towards
the freezer, as this completed our set of
commercial fridge and freezer. From
here we are distributing food that would
otherwise be ‘wasted’ by a local M&S
and Co-Op. In addition, as a community
fridge you can come and put food in,
that you may not use (fresh food from
allotments, etc) and you can of course
take some away as well. It is a fruitful
project, in reducing food waste, as
well as reducing carbon emissions, and
connecting the community.
The Need Project Hub: Taking donations
of non-perishable items, the Hub
takes referrals of households in the
community that are struggling, and
provides food parcels on a weekly basis.
It is fruitful, as it aids those in need,
regardless of their situations.

time getting to know other members
of the community. It has been such a
fruitful experience, to see so many new
faces, and connect in ways that we never
could have imagined. Thank you for
those that have already been to visit us.
If you haven’t been yet, we would love
to see you soon. This has been fruitful in
enabling us to meet so many within our
community.

Third Sunday:
This, as the name implies, happens
on the Third Sunday of every month.
Rather than hold our regular morning
services, we do things a little bit
differently. We open the Backroom
Cafe, to enable those who can’t come
on Mondays to come and visit. Beyond
that, we offer different activities as well:
“Eat for Our Future”, ‘ freeSong’ the
sonic art installation, meals, and much
The Gamlingay Food Project:
more. This fruitfulness, again, enables
Working in partnership with St Mary’s The Backroom Cafe:
church, we have set up this exciting
Operating every Monday from 9:30am- us to meet and serve so many in the
initiative, which is now up and running, 3.00pm, and every Third Sunday from community in different ways.
These are just but a few examples,
Monday-Friday, from 9.00am-12.00
10.00am-4.00pm, the Backroom Cafe is
noon. The food project houses two
a simple place to get a quality hot drink, of what we believe is our fruitfulness
in this season, which often leads us to
‘branches’ if you will:
lovely piece of cake, and spend some
being ‘busy.’ There are many other things
of course, and we would love to share
them with you. Part of that balance
between busyness and fruitfulness is
knowing when to stop one thing and to
start another. We may not always get it
right, but we hope to be more fruitful
than busy. What about you? Are there
things in which you are hoping to be
more fruitful than busy? I’d love to hear
all about it. Perhaps we could meet at
the Backroom Cafe? Maybe some time, if
you’re not too busy.
Many blessings,
Rev Adrian Semerene
Lead Pastor: Gamlingay Baptist Church
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk | 07472 350860
Twitter: @asemerene
Instagram: @asemerene
10
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Diary October 2021
OUR church buildings are open for
attended activities. The congregation
can sing during services whilst
wearing face coverings, which are
still advised when in the church.
Please do check our website or
contact the office for updates.
Sunday Service
Open for attended services and
following government guidelines.
Hymnal Praise at 10:00am
Worship Service at 10:45am

Communion is held on the first
Sunday of the month.
We will hold our Harvest
Celebration on Sunday 10th
October.
We also live-stream the services on
www.gbchurch.org.uk/latest-talks

The Community Lifeline
Service offers peace of mind
The Community Lifeline Service
allows people, young and old to
stay in their homes longer and live
independently. It is run by South
Cambridgeshire District Council.
How it works
In case of an emergency, you can
press the lifeline button. This can be
worn around your neck or on your
wrist. When pressed, the button
sends a signal to a small base unit that
is connected to your telephone. This
dials the contact centre who, after
a few moments, will speak to you
through the loudspeaker on the unit.
You can then speak out loud and ask
for the help you need.

GBC Kids & Youth
Groups
Meeting every Sunday at 10:45am
for age-appropriate activities.
(Children’s resources are also
available online).

Karen and Gordon

Third Sundays each month
will be different!
The Backroom Café will open
10.00am to 4.00pm. Check weekly
news, website or contact office for
timings and details.
Small Groups
Meet every week. Get in touch
with office@gbchurch.org.uk for
more information.
The Backroom Café
Open every Monday, 9:30am to
3:00pm
Ladies’ Brunch
Saturday 16th October, 9:30am
to 11:00am – time for study,
conversation and prayer.
For more details please contact the
office on 651 519 or email:
office@gbchurch.org.uk
Please consider following us on
social media.
To keep updated with all our events:
Facebook.com/
GamlingayBaptistChurch
Instagram: @gb_church
Twitter: @gb_church

access via a key safe) to your home.
In the case of an emergency you can
ask the contact centre for one of your
emergency contacts or for them to
contact the emergency services.

Lifeline button.
Everyone using the lifeline service
needs a local emergency contact – a
friend, neighbour or family member
– who lives locally and has a key (or

How much it costs
The Community Lifeline Service costs
£4.47 per week. This is payable every
three months in advance by a £58.11
direct debit. (Whilst direct debit is
the preferred payment method, it is
possible to pay online or by payment
card at the Post Office).
The installation charge is £30.00.
Additional buttons are available for
£50.00.
For tenants living on a South
Cambridgeshire District Council
Sheltered Scheme the cost is £3.00 per
week charged separately to the rent
account.
How to apply
If you are interested in speaking
with someone regarding the Lifeline
Service, you can contact us by
telephone on 01954 713 470,
email lifelines@scambs.gov.uk or
online at www.scambs.gov.uk/lifelines
If you live on a Sheltered Scheme,
please contact your Sheltered Estate
Officer or email:
alarm.calls@scambs.gov.uk.
After applying, one of our local
experienced staff will contact you
to arrange a convenient time for
installation.
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News from
Gamlingay & District
History Society
WE ALL live in hope, and in that
spirit Gamlingay & District History
Society is planning to continue its
2021-2022 season at 7.30pm at the
Hub on Tuesday, 12th October. This
will be a talk by Philip Gorton on the
history of the ten almshouses and their
associated chapel that have enjoyed a
prominent position in Church Street,
Gamlingay since 1665.
This meeting will take place in the
main hall at the Hub which will allow
us to accommodate the usual number
of attendees, while maintaining social
distancing. If you join the Society
at this meeting for £15.00, you will
have free access to all eight of the
Society's meetings until June 2022.
Alternatively, you can attend as a
visitor for £3.00. Either way, you will
be very welcome!
Meantime, check out our websites,
www.gamlingayhistory.co.uk, and
www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk to find
out more about us, see the rest of our
programme, and enjoy stories and
photographs from Gamlingay's past.
Peter Wright
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Scams promoted by
social media influencers
THERE’S a new type of influencer
appearing on social media: instead of
promoting clothing lines and lifestyle
products, they are promoting fraud.
These influencers have videos and
pictures on platforms such as TikTok,
Instagram, YouTube, Facebook and
Snapchat which boast of the methods
they use to scam people out of money
and encourage others to engage in
similar criminal activity.
They sell guides explaining how
to make online purchases, take out a
loan, or make a claim for Universal
Credit in someone else's name and
openly share people's stolen personal
information for the purposes of fraud,
an investigation by BBC Panorama has
found.
How do people's private details end
up in circulation in the first place?
They have often come from phishing

scams: emails and texts that look to
be from legitimate sources, but that
are just designed to con people into
revealing their personal information.
So, as always, we recommend that
you be very careful about responding
to any message that asks you to share
personal or financial information.
Remember, you can report
scammers or suspicious activity in
messages for review by Facebook. See
How do I report a Facebook profile?
On the Facebook Help Centre for
more information.
For further information on scams
promoted by social media influencers,
see the article on BBC News:
Social media fraud: The influencers
promoting criminal scams which
accompanies the BBC Panorama
programme: BBC One – Panorama,
Hunting the Social Media Fraudsters.

Walk, or work, among wildlife
October opportunities to enjoy local woods
28th Oct:	A family adventure walk in
WE HAVE been testing the water by
offering events in our West Cambs
Gamlingay Wood
Hundreds reserves this year. The next
series of walks for adults is coming up
in October. These are sociable seasonal
strolls where we discuss common
wildlife, conservation management,
and how you can help. The sessions in
Cambourne are more accessible and
flexible. If you would like to suggest
other events, or are interested in
booking a talk, please do get in touch.
Autumn wildlife strolls for adults
28th Sept	Hardwick Wood
5th Oct	Hayley Wood
14th Oct	Gamlingay Wood
16th Oct	Waresley and Gransden
Woods
19th Oct	Cambourne Nature Reserve

can walk in the middle of the paths
and avoid damaging sensitive plants or
compacting the soil on the edges
Report any issues
If you notice problems on any of our
reserves, a tree blocking a path or
a broken bench for example, please
report it to the trust so we can get it
sorted as quickly as possible.
Volunteer on a work party
These take place every two weeks over
the autumn and winter, find out more
on our website:
www.wildlifebcn.org/
volunteering-opportunities/
conservation-work-partiescambridgeshire

I'm Rebecca Neal and work with
communities surrounding our West
Cambs 100s reserves, delivering events
and working with all ages.
E-mail: rebecca.neal@wildlifebcn.org
We are glad that so many people
get enjoyment from walking on our
Facebook: @BeccaBadgerWTBCN
reserves. We encourage sustainable use BCN Facebook/Twitter: @
of our sites and this is part of what we wildlifebcn
do as a charity. Here are some ways
Visit: www.wildlifebcn.org
you can help look after Gamlingay
Wood as we move into winter:
The West Cambridgeshire
Hundreds are a group of nature
Use the official entrances
reserves owned and/or managed by
In Gamlingay Woods, there are two
the Wildlife Trust for Beds Cambs
official entrances, both of which have
and Northants: Hardwick, Gamlingay,
kissing gates and notice boards. Please Hayley, and Waresley and Gransden
use these to avoid trespassing on our
Woods, plus Cambourne Nature
neighbour’s land, or trampling wildlife Reserve.
on unofficial paths. Once in Gamlingay
Wood, you can access Sugley Wood
WI meeting again
through three further gates.

Follow signs
Half-term family sessions
Over the autumn and winter we
26th Oct	A family adventure walk
sometimes close specific paths, or the
in Waresley and Gransden
whole wood when, for example, there
Woods
is heavy machinery working, or tree
27th Oct	am: A family walk with
felling happening. When people ignore
pond dipping on Cambourne these signs, the work is interrupted
Nature Reserve
and may result in longer closures.
th
27 Oct	pm: A library event with
Wear appropriate footwear
stories and activities
Let’s be honest, this is usually wellies
for children aged
in Gamlingay Wood! This means you
4.00pm-8.00pm

Gamlingay WI meetings are now
actively taking place at 7:30pm
every third Tuesday of the Month
in The Eco Hub. Visitors and new
members are always welcome.
October 19th
Bingo with Fish & Chip Supper

Please contact the secretary for
cost of the supper.
November:
Art & Craft Evening

Handmade card making
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Ian Keeves Memorial at
Waresley Park Cricket Ground

THE weather relented sufficiently to
allow family and friends to gather at
Waresley Park Cricket Ground on
30th August to honour the memory of
club legend Ian Keeves.
Unfortunately, the earlier rain
had made the pitch too wet to hold
the planned game of cricket but
that did not stop all those present
enjoying a wonderful evening of fond
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recollections and meeting up with
teammates not seen for decades.
Steve Greenfield had kindly framed
his picture taken of Ian & Phil Gillett
after their 200 partnership in 1986
along with the scorecard of the day
and this was presented to the family by
Chairman Andrew Donald.
Many thanks go to all those who
helped with the organisation of the

evening and turned up, to the Keeves
family for their generosity, Jim Keys
behind the bar, Paul Swannell for the
loan of his gazebos and especially to Jo
and Nina Jerman who slaved tirelessly
over a hot barbecue and kept the
crowd fed!
It was mentioned that we could try
and play the game in Ian's memory
next year – weather permitting!

Gamlingay Walks
Please share with other readers your favourite walks in, through and near the village.
Supply clear directions, remembering that some people may be new to the area, so don’t take local knowledge for
granted. If possible please supply photographs of interesting views or potentially confusing junctions along the way.
Ideally circular walks should start and finish either at the Eco-hub on Stocks Lane or “the crossroads” (Mill Street,
Church Street, Green End, Waresley Road.)
Walk 05
An allotment dawdle
This is a circular walk of about 2.5 miles,
taking in the allotments off Long Lane.
It should be suitable for buggies in just
about all weathers.
Duration: 1 to 1.25 hours
Distance: 2.5 miles
Terrain:
Almost all is paved and that which
is not is firm underfoot unless the
weather is wet.
Route:
1 Begin at the Eco-hub and walk right
on Stocks Lane, past the cemetery
and fire station to the T-junction
and turn right on Church Street.
Cross over when safe.
2 Continue walking past St Mary’s
church and along Church End
which becomes Long Lane as it
exits the village.
3 Come to a farm track on your
left and take the track, past the
Long Lane allotments. Admire
Gamlingay Wood on the horizon
ahead (1).
4 Come to a T-junction in the track
and turn left, coming eventually
back to housing at Gray’s Road.
Walk along Gray’s Road to junction
with Waresley Road, turn left and
cross.
5 At Cinques Road turn right and
carry on past the Post Office. Fifty
yards or so past the entrance to
new housing development on your
left you will see a path signposted

(2). At time of writing this path is
blocked halfway along its length.
After the development is completed

1

2

the path will lead you all the way
to Green End. Currently you can
choose to walk part way along
the path and then turn right along
Beechside or Birchmead, or perhaps
not take the path at this time and
continue along Cinques Road to
Green Acres where you turn left.
6 From Beechside or Birchmead join
Green Acres and turn left.
7 Continue through Green Acres and
come to a main road T-junction (3),
left will bring you along Green End
and back to the village crossroads,
right takes along along Heath Road,
passing the Lupin Field (4). Go
right. As you pass houses on your
right, carefully cross the road to
take West Road (5) towards Little
Heath, signed Clopton Way.
8 A couple of hundred yards along
here turn left to stay on West
Road, being careful because
although mostly very quiet some
traffic does use this narrow road
and at the bottom of the slight hill
it is very uneven underfoot.
9 Stay on West Road passing Cowslip
Lane on your left and Wooton
Field on your right, until you come
to Mill Street (the main road to
Potton).
10 Cross the road and turn right
and walk until you come to the
permissive path through the Baptist
Church property, take this route
to come back to Stocks Lane and
the Eco-hub. Time your walk to go
through here on a Monday 9.30am3.00pm and stop by the Backroom
Cafe. Or on a Friday pop into
the Eco-hub Connect Cafe from
10.30am-12.00noon.

4

3

5
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The Empson Family – Part II
THE Empson family is one of the best known families of
Gamlingay, spanning many generations. One thing I’ve
come to realise is that with all that the Empsons did for
the village and how popular they are, just two parts to the
story don’t do it justice, and so a third will follow.
The Empsons not only gave the village a garage but also
a small grocer’s shop in Mill Street, Hancock’s Stores.
Bill’s wife Christine served on Gamlingay Parish
Council for many years including as Chair and also on the
Council in Cambridge.

3

Pic 3: Although the picture isn’t very good quality it
is very rare. It shows Bill Empson Snr in his aircraft in
Dunkirk during WWI.

1

Pic 1: In part one these cottages were shown in the 1920's
before the garage was built but this photo is from the late
1950's just before they were demolished to make way for
an extension to the garage and more car parking. The
lovely thatch and oak beams stand out so well.

4

Pic 4: Bill Empson Snr had a great knowledge of pigeon
breeding and racing and here we see him on the right
showing off one of his pigeons to a fellow breeder.

2

Pic 2: Bill Empson Snr. in a Napier car at the back of
Merton Grange in 1909 in the complete leather driving
gear of the day. While talking one day to Jim Empson he
said that the Empson family once tried to buy the Grange.
Corrections:
My apologies for a couple of errors in Part I. In picture
two the lad with the motorcycle is Bill Empson Junior
not Bill Empson Senior. The second mistake was in
the introduction, where I should have said the wife of
William John was Jane, not Emma. Thank you Vicky.
16
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5

Pic 5: This shows part of the area of pigeon cages and lofts
behind Empsons Garage on Waresley Road that could take
around 200 pigeons at one time.

6

Pic 6: This is the photography evening class, taken in
the later part of the 1960’s. In 1972 the class became
Gamlingay Photographic Society. In the front, middle of
the picture sitting on the stool, is Geoff Empson who was
a keen photographer. The Society went on to participate
in many competitions and exhibitions and was very
successful against much larger clubs and societies.

7

Pic 7 & 8: These two pictures, taken in the 1940’s,
show the front of Empson’s garage and also the Women’s
Institute next door. It’s a pity all these pictures can’t be
seen in colour as many people who saw them said what a
sight it was with all the colours of the flowers that were
kept by the Empon family and staff at the garage.

9

Pic 9: Empsons Garage 1939. During the second world
war power cuts were many, then the petrol was pumped
by hand. During the war all petrol stations changed to
P.O.O.L. (rationed petrol). In 1947 Empson’s went back
to Shell petrol. Previously it had been National Benzol,
Cleveland and Esso.

10

Pic 10: A major part of the work for a small village garage
was lorry service and repairs. Taken in the mid-1950s
here we see three lorries and a Land Rover owned by
local firms Arthur S. Rickwood Ltd. and L.E. Marsters of
Caldecote.

8
11

For anyone wanting to know more about
Historyman or the Facebook page Gamalonian
Days, or if you have any old pictures you could lend
me to copy, please either call me on 07925 199 346
or email nb777@btinternet.com

Pic 11: It was a sad time for the village when the
bulldozers moved in and the garage was demolished
to make way for houses, the development now called
Bell Foundry Close. Many thought it should have been
Empson’s Close or Empson Court, but it wasn’t to be.
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The Councils are obliged under the
government’s planning rules to provide
sufficient homes and jobs to meet the
identified need. If they fail to make
adequate provision then the plan will
be rejected by the government planning
inspector and we will be back where
we were in 2017 with out of control,
unplanned for development in the
countryside – which none of us want.
The other consequences of not
planning for enough new homes to
meet the future need is that it will
drive up our already very high house
prices and rents and will force people
to live outside of the district. This will
mean that commuting into and through
the area increases which will further
damage our environment and add to
the climate crisis.
I am confident that residents of South
Cambridgeshire will be very pleased
Greater Cambridge Local Plan with the options which very firmly
Covid
By the time you read this the Preferred put the environment and housing
Covid is not going away and the
affordability as the top priorities.
Options will have been published for
situation in all of Cambridgeshire is
dire with numbers going up every week the new local plan which covers all of
most especially in the 18-24 age range. South Cambridgeshire and Cambridge Avenells Way - Church Street
City. This plan will last until 2041
Most cases in hospital are in the age
footpath
range 35-55. At the time of writing 111 and details where future development We are happy to report that this
people were in hospital (a huge increase of new homes and jobs will go,
footpath is being resurfaced very soon.
on two months ago) and we are seeing what infrastructure improvements
A number of people have reported trips
are planned for and how many new
more people on ventilators and in
and falls in recent months so this can’t
homes and jobs are being catered for.
intensive care.
really be done fast enough.
The situation is not helped by high
levels of sickness and exhaustion within
the health workforce. The sad fact is
that the next six months is unlikely
be any less difficult. Hospitals are
keeping all infection prevention and
control procedures in place. The only
resolution is vaccination. It is not
surprising that the majority of those
who are severely ill are not double
vaccinated. However, 76% of eligible
people in our area are vaccinated but
we have to do more to get everyone
protected.
There has been talk of doing Covid
booster jabs with flu jabs but the advice
from public health is to get your flu jab
as soon as possible and your booster
when it is ready. Having to have 2
separate jabs is a whole lot better than
getting Covid.

Gamlingay Green

Thank you to the resident who brought
to our attention a website promoting a
large scale development outside of the
village which is being promoted as
‘Gamlingay Green’. It is disappointing
that the promoters have not talked to
either Sebastian or Bridget, though we
are aware that they did turn up to the
parish council meeting to make an
informal presentation.
One issue of concern was a page on
the website with ‘fictitious personas’
expressing support for the scheme.
One of these was a councillor called
Bridget. This has now been removed as
it could have been misinterpreted as
representing the actual views of Bridget
18
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as the District Councillor. Just to
reassure you – this scheme has not been
submitted into the Local Plan Call for
Sites and has not been submitted to the
council as a planning application.

Other grant recipients include Care
Network, which was awarded £1,000
for its ‘community navigator’ and ‘help
at home’ teams, which help people
to continue to live independently and
Age UK which was awarded £8,000
to support older residents through the
Afghan refugees
South Cambridgeshire District Council community warden scheme, and to
help to provide a fruit and veg service
is building on the work it has been
for older people.
doing since 2018 when we agreed to
house four families a year from Syria
Bus changes
and the surrounding areas by offering
A number of changes to bus routes
homes to three families escaping the
will start shortly. The first service
terror in Afghanistan. The council
from Gamlingay to Sandy will now
will be using houses available through
be at 8.52am, a much later start than
its private rental housing company
the current 7.33am and the first
and will be working with the County
Council and with specialist charities to from Gamlingay to Biggleswade will
be earlier at 7.44am rather than the
make sure that these people have the
access they need to support, education current 8.18am.
The last service from Sandy to Potton
and health services so that they can
will
now be at 8.46pm on the new 72
start to rebuild their lives.
route, which is a great improvement
on the previous 5.47pm. The last
Gamlingay Gym
We hope to be able to report quite soon service from Sandy to Gamlingay will
remain at 5.47pm from the train station
on progress with Gamlingay Gym.
We know this is taking a long time but and the last bus from Biggleswade to
Gamlingay leaves at 5.32pm.
please be assured that the Academy
Trust, the Council and the terrific
group of volunteers who have stepped Changing Places toilets
funding
forward to help are all working very
hard.
Back in May you may have seen that the
government announced there would
£30,000 for local
be funding available to increase the
organisations supporting
number of Changing Places toilets.
This is because most disabled loos don’t
families and vulnerable
actually meet the needs of all those
people
with a disability.
As part of Cambridgeshire County
Local authorities have now been
Council’s Covid Local Support
invited
to submit an expression of
Grant, £30,000 has been given to a
interest
in this Changing Places toilets
range of local organisations in South
programme.
If you have a possible
Cambridgeshire to support families
venue
which
would
benefit from a
over the summer months with food,
Changing
Places
toilet
please send us
fuel and other emergency supplies.
any
information
you
can
provide to
The educational charity Cambridge
support
a
bid.
Online has received a grant of £15,000
to support 105 families who are
financially vulnerable. The money will New County Council
buy equipment to help refurbish laptops administration: taking stock
and looking ahead
and buy tablets and data packages for
online access. They also provide free
The new County Council Joint
ongoing support to all families who use Administration has been taking stock
the service.
of the council’s financial position
The aim of the new scheme
and ways of working, at a time of
is to provide computer devices
continuing increasing financial and
and internet connections to help
demographic pressures as well as
South Cambridgeshire families and
new variables around Covid legacy
households gain online access for
and recovery. In other words we are
education, to access services or for
examining how to go forward with less
social interaction. More information
income and a continuing need to ‘make
and to apply for the scheme can be
savings’ while dealing with inflation
found here: www.cambridgeonline.org. and the economic costs of Covid to the
uk/internet-devices.
council.

Our population is getting older and/
or has increasingly complex health
needs which need to be understood and
our highways network is in ‘managed
decline’. Our job as a council is to
provide the best possible services for
our residents. We will be reporting
in more detail in weeks to come.
The next round of committee meet
ings is in September, and all meetings
are live-streamed and accessible on
YouTube:https://www.youtube.com/
user/CambsCountyCouncil/videos.
(Only if you are VERY bored).
Summer food vouchers
distributed across
Cambridgeshire

Over 18,000 vouchers have been
sent to families of children across
Cambridgeshire receiving free school
meals so children can continue to be
fed during the break. Although the
amount of Government grant has been
reduced, the new Joint Administration
at Cambridgeshire County Council
agreed to allocate an additional
£570,000 to the scheme to keep
benefits at their previous level.
In addition, each district and city
council in Cambridgeshire has been
given a further £30,000 to support
vulnerable families and individuals
in need over the summer holidays.
This funding will go towards further
supporting local activities and will be
coordinated by the district and city
councils. A further £100,000 has gone
to the Cambridgeshire Local Assistance
Scheme to support families in need
with essential supplies.
Details can be found at www.
cambridgeshire.gov.uk/wintersupport
Local hubs can also be contacted on
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the apprenticeship positions are full
time with the first year pay rate being
£8.36 per hour. Apprentices will all
Apprenticeships funding
be studying at colleges or training
providers within the county for the
Cambridgeshire County Council
duration of their apprenticeships. K10
has agreed to transfer £273,000 of
is recruiting now, so if you know of
its apprenticeship levy fund to K-10,
anyone aged 18 or above who may be
an organisation set up to support
interested in one of these fantastic
apprenticeships in the construction
opportunities, please encourage them
industry. K-10 will work with award
to apply atwww.k-10.co.uk/vacancies
winning housebuilder Hill to find
placements for the 21 apprentices in the or send their CV directly to K10
county, allowing them to gain skills and atmahbub-uddin@k-10.co.uk.
qualifications in plumbing, electrical,
Renewables in school
carpentry, groundworks, dry-lining,
bricklaying and painting.
Schools across Cambridgeshire will
As a levy-paying employer, the council be supported in replacing gas and oil
is able to transfer 25% of unused,
boilers with cleaner, greener heating
annual levy funds to other employers
systems thanks to a new model of
that wish to utilise apprenticeships
funding approved by Cambridgeshire
to train their staff. As the transfer of
County Council, which will speed up
funds would support employment for
the process and make it easier for work
Cambridgeshire residents on major
to be carried out. We have agreed
construction projects with Hill, the
that a combination of capital and loan
funding transfer was approved. All of
funding could be used to supplement
0345 045 5219 from Monday to Friday
between 9.00am and 5.00pm.

any grants, to help cover the costs of
retrofitting Air Source Heat Pump
(ASHP) systems in council-maintained
schools where existing boilers need
to be replaced. Additional measures
such as LED lighting, solar panels and
energy management systems will be
installed at each school to offset energy
costs and to help achieve the council’s
commitment to achieve net zero carbon
emissions by 2030.
Growth Fund

New Growth Fund, using Government
funding, is designed to support South
Cambridgeshire based businesses’
growth and expansion plans. These
could be start-ups looking to scale and
grow quickly or established companies
which can clearly demonstrate ambi
tious growth plans. Businesses from
any sector can apply, including sole
traders and partnerships, for one-off
grants of £1,000 to £50,000. The
scheme will end when all funds have
been allocated.
New washable nappy
discount scheme

Nappy and sanitary waste makes up
nearly 10% of what we send to landfill
from the black bins, and households
with children in disposable nappies
will know that they fill up their black
bin very quickly. To encourage parents
to switch to washable nappies, even
for just one nappy change a day, the
Recycling in Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough (RECAP) partnership has
teamed up with suppliers to offer a 10
to 15% discount off the cost of washable
nappies, washable wipes, and reusable
period products. The scheme is available
via the South Cambs website.
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What makes things good?
I THINK it’s fair to say most people
toil and strive to make things as good
as they can be. Of course, one person’s
version of good is likely to differ from
another person’s version of good. But
my interest lies in how we reconcile
these differences in a community.
The first step is to have empathy
with this reality. We’re not always
going to agree. In my experience,
great – and universally acknowledged
– success is achieved when everyone
works together to attain agreed goals,
rather than working to get one’s own
preference adopted.
A key element in this is for everyone
to be involved, for everyone to
recognise how they contribute to the
bigger picture and for each person to
know the value of their contribution.
Since becoming chair of Gamlingay
Parish Council, I’ve noticed our
planning meetings consistently attract
the most people, suggesting to me it’s
an area of great interest to many of us.

…hugely reliant on local
knowledge…
Indeed, it’s a relief there is so much
interest! The PC is hugely reliant
on local knowledge so its excellent
clerks can pass on to the designated
planning officer at the district council
our collective wealth of knowledge,
appreciation of local history and what
matters to us about the future of
Gamlingay.
Since a vote in early 2020, elected
Councillors at South Cambs District
Council no longer decide whether
planning applications go to the

Council’s planning committee; where
the Parish Council or local District
Councillor request that this happens
it is no longer guaranteed. Instead,
it is unelected officers at SCDC
who hold responsibility for deciding
which applications go to the planning
committee. The applications that
don’t go to the planning committee
are decided by the officer who holds
executive powers.

…risk of over-development.
Of course, this raises questions
surrounding the law, workload and
the application of democracy itself
– but the primary concern to us in
Gamlingay, is it means there’s a deficit
of local knowledge going into the
decision-making process of planning
applications, not to mention the
increased risk of over-development.
This in turn means someone without
an appreciation of the individual
aspects of our area is able to make
a unilateral decision, supposedly on
our behalf. The neighbourhood plan
is a safeguard – but nothing really
replaces real people and their wealth of
knowledge.
So, people of Gamlingay, we need you
to be heard! I reiterate the existing
invitation for you to come along to our
planning meetings (in the Eco Hub,
normally second and fourth Tuesday of
the month*) and work with us to make
things good.
* See www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk for
updates and if you’re in the Hatleys,
your parish council meetings are listed
on www.hatley.info.
Harriet Gould

New library
opening times
Monday

2.00pm–4.00pm

Wednesday	2.00pm–4.00pm
Free computer
buddying.
Ask at the library
for more info.
Thursday

10.00am–2.00pm

Friday

10.30am–12.30pm

Saturday	10.00am–12.00pm
We hope to also open in the
evening at least once a week,
but need to finalise what other
hall users are doing.
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Transport in Gamlingay
GAMLINGAY residents recently
received MP Anthony Browne's
flyer which commented on plans
for a concrete busway saying “there
is a better way”. It then went on to
merely state: “We need a much more
ambitious, clean and green transport
network” without giving any further
detail, so the Gazette asked for
clarification.
Here's what Anthony Browne had
to say.
“There is no getting around it –
South Cambridgeshire needs more
buses. I have always advocated for
better public transport in villages like
Gamlingay, but this does not mean we
need to jump straight to expensive,
damaging projects like the GCP’s
proposed busways.
You have already told me Gamlingay
needs and wants better public
transport. Eighty-eight percent of
Gamlingay residents who responded

to my recent survey said they want
more regular public transport services,
with seventy per cent rating current
services as ‘very poor’ and highlighting
the fact that there is still no direct
bus from Gamlingay to Cambridge
City. I’ve since spoken with the Chair
of Gamlingay’s Parish Council, Cllr.
Harriet Gould, who has made it very
clear what Gamlingay needs – fast,
frequent, reliable, and environmentally
friendly public transport.
Can this be achieved by concrete
busways? Certainly not for Gamlingay,
which doesn’t feature on the planned
C2C route and is barely mentioned
in any of Greater Cambridge
Partnerships major infrastructure
plans. My solution builds on the most
fundamental principle of transport
infrastructure – you should maximise
the use of existing networks before
building more.
As I said at the start, this would
mean more buses for Gamlingay.
I will be looking to secure at least
one good transport route that takes
you through to Cambridge, offering
alternatives for commuters, shoppers,
and leisure seekers alike. This is
entirely achievable in line with the
newly elected Cambridgeshire Mayor’s
election pledges to invest in rural bus
networks, and I will be raising the
issue with him at one of our regular
meetings.
It is up to the GCP, the Mayor and
the new County Council leaders
to make such changes. I am urging
them all to look at the least damaging
options first before sending in the
Anthony Browne litter picking in Gamlingay. bulldozers to destroy our greenbelt.”

Residential and Commercial Electrical Installations since 2009

Oﬃce: 0800 019 7992
Email: info@dsselectrical.co.uk
Web: www.dsselectrical.co.uk

Be sure to check out our reviews on Google - Search DSS Electrical
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Gamlingay
Police Report
Between 12th July and the
12th August 2021 there were
seven crimes reported.
35/45756/21 13th July 2021
Elizabeth Way, drug possession.
35/48040/21 22nd July 2021
Station Road, theft from business,
electricity chargers stolen.
35/48333/21 21st July 2021
Potton Road, shed break, theft of
quad bike.
35/48844/21 24th July 2021
Green Acres, criminal damage to
a vehicle, windscreen smashed.
35/48850/21 24th July 2021
Beechside, criminal damage to a
vehicle, windscreen smashed
35/51401/21 3rd August 2021
Church End, criminal damage,
padlock has been snapped and
vehicle has driven across field
causing damage to crop.
35/51685/21 4th August 2021
Blythe Way, theft from motor
vehicle, catalytic convertor
stolen.
Do sign up to our Facebook page,
Policing South Cambridgeshire.
This is the best place to hear about
any arrests and warrants and to
get a good understanding of the
kind of work we do and the vast
area we cover.
PCSO Lindsay Gardiner.
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Creative Minds winners
The winners in the Gazette's Creative Minds writing competition, sponsored by local
business Mouse Manoeuvres Limited, were announced at the Gamlingay show.
Here are the winning entries in both adult and junior classes.

Rakesh Karia is the winner in the Adult Class, for his short story, Mouse.

Mouse

She could hear mum calling her to dinner.
It seemed to Alex like the world she remembered
fondly, the world of freedom, of independence and
limitless possibility, was never going to come back.
Indeed, this had gone on so long now, that those carefree
days had acquired the lustre of a half-recalled dream,
dancing on the edge of her consciousness. When The
Thing happened all those months ago, mum had laughed
it off. Two weeks, she'd said. I'll be home for two weeks.
Think of it like an impromptu holiday with me, she'd
said. And then: who's hungry?
She had been hungry, and mum's question had led her
to drop the train of thought and focus on dinner. But
now those two weeks had extended into four, then eight,
and now ten, and Alex wondered whether mum had
known, back then, that her "holiday" was going to be a
lot longer than either of them wanted.
The first surprise, though, was that the change all
around her was so sudden, and so stark. Hating that
mum was around all day, constantly flitting from her
desk upstairs to the kitchen, to the bathroom, or even
out into the garden, Alex decided to spend more time
away from the house altogether, exploring parts of
her neighbourhood that – until now – held no interest
for her. Those walks - adventures, she liked to think
– were amazing. All danger seemed to have retreated
back behind the garden gates and house walls; there
were hardly any people out and about, and fewer cars
even. Alex had taken to walking in the middle of the
road, imagining herself invincible, like one of those
superheroes she'd seen on the telly.
The second surprise was how much she'd started
eating. Food dulled the bored ache in her stomach, albeit
temporarily, and before too long, those secret midday
snacks, away from the judgemental stare of her mother,
had become regular enough to count as an additional
meal. It didn't help that treats were in abundant supply
– and why else would they be here, unless I'm supposed

to eat them? she'd think. If mum had noticed the extra
weight, she wasn't saying much, and that suited Alex
just fine: with everything else upside down in her world,
some righteous crusade was the last thing she was after.
Mum loved a project; Alex hated being it.
In truth, mum had become increasingly distracted;
so it was hardly surprising that Alex's weight gain had
gone unnoticed. Mum spent ages at her desk, clutching
her mouse, or tapping her keyboard, sometimes sat with
tinny music spilling out of her headphones, others spent
in solemn silence. When Alex walked past the open
door of the study and gazed in, mum seemed hypnotised
by the things in front of her. In those moments, she
didn't seem distracted at all; instead there was a faint
echo of her old, familiar self.
Alex missed normal too, and she tried to find ways
to locate it, but it was as impossible and frustrating as
clutching at wisps of smoke. The closest she could get
was when she was tethered to her mouse. She used to
hold it, tightly, willing it to connect her to the world
she had once known. Desperation, she had learned,
was fatal: twice now, through no fault of her own, she'd
broken her mouse. The first time, she showed it to
mum, who completely exploded at her, before grabbing
it and throwing it in the bin. The second time, she
decided not to tell mum, and instead spent a frantic, and
ultimately futile, twenty minutes trying to make it work
again. She was surviving without one for now, but soon,
she knew, she'd have no choice but to get a third.
"Alex!" Mum's voice carried an impressive distance
from the back door. "Dinner!"
Alex roused herself, stretched, and then bolted
towards the kitchen, a dizzying ball of legs and fur, her
bell jangling around her neck. As she got closer, mum
spotted her.
"There you are!" And then, disapprovingly, "Alex, I
think you're putting on weight again."
Alex miaowed.

The judges commented:
“There were lovely descriptions and a layering of those descriptions so the story
slowly unfolded. It was very enjoyable and had a great ending that I wasn’t
expecting.”
“This is a clever story as it’s not until the last three short paragraphs that it’s
completely clear that Alex is a cat and Mum is her putative owner, presumably
working from home much more during lockdown and driving changes in Alex’s
life.”
“Overall, a good vignette that justified a second reading.”
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Cate Fisher is the winner in
the Junior Class for her poem,
The Travelling Mouse.

The
travelling
mouse

The HubBub
A free event for all the family

The other day I met a mouse
His name was Victor Strauss
He told me a story about his
friend
Who we’ll call Mr Mouse
Mr Mouse was stuck in his house
So without a shadow of a doubt
“I’m leaving to the big wide
world”
Mr Mouse announced
So when his owner was off to
scouts
He snuck between the sprouts
and the louse
“I’m beginning to get some
worrying bouts”
Mr Mouse said to the Grouse
I will now begin to tell you how
Mr Mouse began to drowse
“Its getting dark and I’m scared
of these cows”
Said Mr Mouse
Mr Mouse began to shout
And thankfully he was found
He didn’t live his trip out, so he
said;
“How lovely and cosy is this
house!”

Saturday
9 October
th

A range of
entertainers
Hog Roast
Bar
Outside and
Inside
Bring a picnic

Join us for the

Covid
Recovery
Party
at the

Eco Hub
from

1pm - 4pm

A Parish Council and Eco Hub partnership event

The judges commented:
“I always admire people who write poetry
as I am hopeless at it! A lovely little poem,
well paced and with some neat rhymes, and
another lovely ending.”
“This has the seeds of some really good
ideas. The poem could be improved quite
dramatically by the author challenging
what they are trying to do with each verse,
and making it work as hard as possible to
deliver, plus thinking about how they want
each verse to relate to each other and again
working as hard as possible to develop the
line-by-line narrative and verse-by-verse
narrative.”
“I really liked this poem, it was brave to
do and it worked well.”
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POINTS TO PONDER

From 2,400 years ago

MENGZHI, also known as Mencius, was a philosopher and political advisor born
about 2,400 years ago in China.
He thought that human beings naturally had it in them to be good, and we just
needed the right environment to draw that out of us.
“All human beings have a constitution which suffers when it sees the suffering
of others…
If people catch sight suddenly of a child about to fall into a well they will all
experience a feeling of alarm and distress…
Because we all have these feelings in ourselves, let us develop them, and the
result will be like the blaze that is kindled from a small flame, or the stream in full
spate that starts with a trickle.
Let these feelings have a free rein, and they will be enough to give shelter and
love to all of us.” – Mengzhi

Net Zero Now

Approximately 60% of the changes needed to reach net zero by 2050 will
require changes to the way we live our lives. We’ll need to reduce energy use,
make changes to the way we travel, what we eat, how much we buy and how
we dispose of things. This means that in the coming months and years each
individual and community will need to find positive ways to adapt, change and
thrive as we move towards net zero emissions.

On Crosby
Beach
© Keith Warburton
Grey clouds above and on the sea
I went for a walk on Crosby
Beach
with Tinto the dog.
A fine dog, a good dog.
A good stick dog.
He picked his stick and ran
to the man
who didn’t bend.
No response from he
who watched the leaden sea.

Barnacles on his knees,
sand between his toes
forever he stands,
in an iron crowd, widespread.
Watching the leaden sea.
Then Tinto stopped
splashing at his ankles
and stood, ears up,
looking out to sea. Expectantly
The tide came but Tinto
wouldn’t,
everything forgotten as he waited
patiently with his new master.
So I carried him home.

Tinto had gone next day
but I knew where he’d be:
watching the grey clouds above
and on the leaden sea.
And now I am forever he
who is watching the iron men
and their dog,
who are watching the sea.
Expectantly.
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Cupid
Smiled
Beneath her delicate mantle
of more than ninety years
I found a lovely woman,
wise in the ways of life
and we shared stories
from our long lives,
of joy and strife
and many to delight.
The male within me
spoke with some bravado,
surely to impress,
like a peacock in fine dress
but she was patient
and understanding,
speaking easily
of her life and family,
of things she has known
and I was very impressed.
Our first meeting
was one of delicacy
and diplomacy
but soon mellowed
and I was charmed
and to my surprise
the man within me
yearned to embrace
this dear soul before me,
to keep her safe from harm.

The Hazard Conundrum
There’s a puzzle which has mystified golfers since time immemorial: why
do we so often put balls in the water/sand?
The answer: It’s all about the internal dialogue…
Sensible me:
I’m laid up nicely
Internal voice 1: Don’t think about the sand.
Sensible me:
Now you’ve made me think about it!
Internal voice 1: I said DON’T think about the sand.
Sensible me:
STOP SAYING THAT!
Sensible me:
Now, don’t over hit it
Internal voice 2: Better lighten the stroke, just in case, then.
Internal voice 1: Don’t say that, he’ll put it in the sand.
Sensible me:
STOP SAYING THAT!
Internal voice 1: Just don’t think about it, that’s all I’m saying.
Sensible me:
STOP SAYING THAT!
Internal voice 2: You really should lighten the stroke
Sensible me:
Shut up! (changes club from 9 to PW)
Internal voice 1: Don’t…
Sensible me:	SHUT UP! Then promptly thins the ball, which clears
the top lip of the bunker in front at a spanking pace,
touches down momentarily on the green 10 feet past the
pin and lands in the opposite bunker.
Sensible me:
Sh..u..cks
Internal voice 2: Told you not to thin it.
Internal voice 1: Don’t think about the sand…

Who would have thought
that a man or woman
so close to life’s end,
could still know the thrill
and depth of feeling
of two souls meeting,
sharing a oneness
and tenderness
that must not end.
Ivan Williams
GAMLINGAY AND
HATLEY CAR SCHEME

Drivers
needed
Please call for more
information, or to sign up.

07519 493 701
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Hairy Bikers’ roasted
cauliflower cheese
Vegetarian recipe from Roderick Starksfield

For details about advertising your
business please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

A delicious way to cook cauliflower,
roasting brings out the sweetness, and
the spices add a wonderful flavour.
I have only made a few minor changes
from the Hairy Bikers original recipe
– I am not ashamed to publish this as it
is so delicious. You could use any
cheese, say Cheddar, but the melted
Emmental and Gruyère make a
gorgeous stringy topping – try not to
get it on your clothes!
Ingredients:
» 1 large cauliflower, separated into
florets
» glug of extra virgin olive oil
» 1 tsp salt
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» 1 tsp ground black pepper
» 1 tsp ground cumin
» 2 tsp ground paprika
» 1 tsp fennel seeds, crushed
» 1 red chilli, seeds removed, chopped
» 2 tsp honey
» 1 lemon, zest and 4 tsp juice
» 100g/3½oz Emmental cheese, grated
» 50g/1¾oz Gruyère cheese, grated
Method
» Preheat the oven to 190C/170C
Fan/Gas 5.
» Place the florets in salted, boiling
water and cook for 5 minutes.
» Drain and place the florets into a
large mixing bowl.
» Add the olive oil, salt, pepper,
cumin, paprika and fennel seeds.
» Coat the blanched florets thoroughly.
» Add the red chilli, honey and lemon
juice.
» Coat the cauliflower with the
mixture again, being gentle to ensure
the florets remain intact.
» Place the cauliflower into a large
ovenproof dish.
» Roast for 15 minutes or so until
golden-brown.
» Remove from the oven and sprinkle
over the lemon zest and then the
cheese.
» Return to the oven and roast until
the cheese is bubbling and has a little
colour.
» Serve.

Komino rules
USING the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each
box contains one pair. A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side.

Komino Medium

01 11 14
15 16 25
35 36 55
September Solution
I HOPE that you have enjoyed the
challenge of solving these Komino
puzzles.
These are similar to the ones that
I have published in my first book of
200 Komino Puzzles which is currently
available with 25% off the retail price
from my publishers (Troubador) for
£7.50 at www.kominopuzzle.com

How do you enjoy the Komino puzzles each month?
Should they be harder or easier?
Let Kevin Bentley know your views at: internetflex@googlemail.com

For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

Hatley Village Hall
Available for hire every day
8.30am to midnight

A clean, pleasant and roomy hall - can seat
85, with good acoustics
One user per session; new kitchen and boiler
Ideal for meetings and parties
Large car park

£11.00 per hour (£8.50 Hatley residents)
To book, please contact Kim Wilde on
01767 650 596 www.hatley.info
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Emergency Services

Churches

Police, Ambulance
and Fire

999

Baptist Church, Office

Non-Emergency Fire

01223 376 217

St. Mary The Virgin

Non-Emergency Police 101
and Community Police
PC John Coppard
john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk
Healthcare and Council
Medical centre
Appointments
Out of hours

260 340
111

District nurses

08456 024 064

Age Concern

01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Church Office
Sally Graves
Rector: Hilary Young
ChurchWarden: Nick Ingles
Reader: Chris Miller

651 519
650 112
650 587
07828 934 003
650 779

Halls for Hire
Ecohub
Everton Village Hall
Hatley St. George Village Hall
Methodist Chapel
St. Mary's Church
Social Club

Sarah Groom, Kate Laughame
651 226
manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
682 251
Kim Wilde
650 596
www.hatley.info
Parish Council
650 310
Lindy Gorton
650 581
Martin Hull
650 418

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests

Community car scheme 07519 493 701
Alison Baker

Bell Ringers

John Boocock

650 736

Parish Council
650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Harriet Gould
Vice-Chairman: Wendy Boyne

Booklinks

Kate Laugharne
Ann Kirby

651 226
651 134

Faulty Street Lights

0800 7873 247

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom
Hatley Parish Council 650 596
Clerk: Kim Wilde
parishclerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Margot Eagle
Politics
Member of Parliament 0207 219 3000
Anthony Browne
anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk
County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
650 510
Bridget Smith
03450 450 500
Monday-Saturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council
Hatley District Councillor 07885 774 775
Heather Williams
cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk
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Cafe Connect
Fridays 10.30am-12.30pm

gamlingay-bell-ringers.webador.co.uk

Community Choir
Jan Cooper
East Beds Model Railway Society Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com
Friends of St Mary’s
Helen Miller
Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners Secretary: Mick Slimm
Association (GAGA)
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Membership Secretary: John Way
johnway803@gmail.com

650 178

677 390
650 650
650 114

Gamlingay Archaeological
Group (Gamarch)

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
julialmanley@yahoo.com

650 009

Gamlingay Players
Gamlingay Walkers
Gardening Club
Guild of St. Mary's
History Society

Amy Lovat, lovatl@hotmail.com
Miriam and Phil Titchner
Lindy Gorton
Liz Huckle
Peter Wright
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com
Pat Brunsdon
Mrs C Watson
Geoff Bruerton
Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk

07843 527 979
654 891
650 581
650 988

Lacecaps
Ladybird Club
Music Club
Photographic Society
Potton and District Writers
Royal British Legion
Sandy and District Round Table

pottonwriters@gmail.com
Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough
Lee Packham Brown

01480 385 351
650 707
650 748

651 982
651 070

Sir John Jacob's Almshouses
Trustees:

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Philip Gorton

St. Neots Model Railway Club

John Kneeshaw
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

Village Show

Ginny Jones
ginnyjones2021@outlook.com
Lindsay Bygraves
Jean York

Women’s Institute

651 070
651 982
650 581

07813 629354

Care Services
Adult Health and
Social Service General
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care

0345 045 5202

651 227
650 367

Children’s Services

0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health

0345 045 5205

Learning Disability
Partnership/Sensory
Services

0345 045 5221

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group
Everton Preschool
Jelly Tots

Bridget Smith
Julie
Emma Radley
Natalie

650 510
07814 815 491
07156 027 150
691 477

Montessori

Mrs Pat Jenkins

650 645
07714 821 940

Rainbow Preschool

Lisa Burton

651 996

School
Gamlingay Primary

Cambridge County Council

650 208

Sports
651 020
650 035
651 020
651 785

General Community Services
Citizenship

0345 045 5155

Education Transport

0345 045 5208

Education Welfare
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries

0345 045 5200

Human Resources
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services
(includes automatic
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Bowls Club
Breeze Ladies Cycling
Football Club (Youth Teams)
Gamlingay Gym

Brian Culverhouse
Gill Kitchener
Chair: Brian Culverhouse

Gamlingay Netball Club

Gamlingaynetball@gmail.com

Girls Football – MUGA

Nancy Kyle
nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk

651 785

Online Payments
Support

0345 045 5211

Junior Football School
Tennis Club
Waresley Cricket Club

Brian Culverhouse
John Gray
Rod Kerr
waresleycc@hotmail.co.uk

651 020
654 165
07545 453 559

Streetscene
(Highways,Transport and
Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard

0345 045 5222

Trading Standards

0845 404 0506

Waste Management

0345 045 5207

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies
1st Gamlingay Rainbows
2nd Gamlingay Guides
Beavers
Explorers
Gamlingay Cubs
Gamlingay Scouts
Gransden Cubs
Pathfinder Scouts
Tinuwen Rangers
Youth Cafe
Youth Club

Jane Brown
Helen Brown
Benita Scott
Mark Harrison
Vacancy
Steve Palmer
Will Colebrook
Susan Jefferd
Mark Harrison
Irene Gray
Lucy Rands
Lucy Rands

652 997
449 043
650 547
07979 102 568
651 532
07527 717 463
261 000
07979 102 568
651 212
07929 453 235
07929 453 235

Other Emergency Services
Power cuts
UK Power Networks

105

Water supply
Cambridge Water

01223 706 050

Surface flooding
Cambs County
Councill

0345 045 5200

Sewer flooding
Anglian Water

03457 145 145

Domestic gas
emergency

0800 111 999
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For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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