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Jake and Daniel’s 100 mile
fundraiser

MY NAME is Jake and, along with
my friend Daniel, we decided to
take part in the Captain Sir Tom
100 Challenge. This was to take on
a challenge around the number 100,
anytime and anywhere, over Captain
Sir Tom’s birthday weekend (30th April
to 3rd May.) This was to fundraise for
his foundation, which supports young
people’s mental health, amongst other
charities.
We decided to cycle 100 miles on
Saturday 1st May. Originally, we were
going to complete the cycle ride over
the weekend, but to make it more
of a challenge we decided to do it in
one day. I had already decided that I
would fundraise for my Silver Duke
of Edinburgh award, so this counted
towards my volunteering section.

… however hard the
challenge is, you should
never give up …
Neither of us had cycled more than
45 miles in one day before!
We chose Grafham Water because
one lap around the lake is nine miles
and it is predominantly off road. We
started at 8:00am and completed the
challenge at 8:30pm in the dark. Over

ten hours of cycling and a few hours of
eating and drinking in between!
We had set up a Just Giving page and
gained a few more donations on the
way round. By the end of the day we
were very tired, and sore, but really
proud of our achievement. The fact
that we had raised so much money, and
friends and family came and cycled
with us for support, really helped us
finish the task. Thank you everyone.
So far we have raised £1,395 plus
gift aid and we hope that there may
be some post-completion donations:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
jakes-captain-tom-100-challenge2021
This challenge taught us that
however hard the challenge is, you
should never give up because the
outcome is very rewarding.
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Village information and contact details

Submission of articles and images
The Gamlingay Gazette is an independent publication that aims to inform
people living in and around Gamlingay of events of interest and is funded
solely by advertising.
We welcome contributions from people, both articles and pictures.
Please note that the editor reserves the right to edit any article submitted for
publication for style, length and accuracy purposes.
For photographs, when submitting an image, please state who took or owns
it so that we can credit their copyright.
Every care is taken to ensure accuracy of items.
Views expressed do not necessarily represent the views of
The Gazette Committee.
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Editorial Committee
Editor

Keith Warburton
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk
Layout Editor

Larry New
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk
Distribution Manager

Julie Newman
Call on 01767 650 685
Distribution

Jim and Barbara Manning
and the large team of volunteers
that make it all possible
Advertising Manager

Jan Bremner
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
Village web pages

Roderick Starksfield
gamlingay.org
Ted Bradshawe
Gamlingaygazette.uk

What’s On pages

whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk
Chair

Larry New
committee@gamlingaygazette.uk
or call on 07725 246 741
Next edition deadlines:
July/August Issue:
Friday, 4rd June
September Issue:
Friday, 30th July

Community
Car Scheme

Gamlingay car scheme provides low
cost transport for residents who
would otherwise find it difficult to
get to medical appointments.
It is currently operating under strict
conditions, with only one passenger
being carried, and they must be able
to fasten their own seat belt.
For further details call

07519 493701

Growing at Rainbow Pre-school
RAINBOW Pre-school ended the spring term with a visit from the Easter Bunny who left them
all their own chocolate eggs. A perfect way to head off into the Easter holidays.

Lisa Burton(Manager)

Mandy

Our summer term has started with the children learning about growing and gardening.
We have been able to fill our planting troughs with topsoil and soil improver, that were kindly
donated to us by people in the village. The children will be planting and growing fruit and
vegetables in these garden troughs as well as visiting our allotment. We look forward to updating
you on our success in the coming months.
The children have also been reading and learning about Jack and
the Beanstalk, they planted their own beans to take home to grow.

Paula

Lucy

Keesha

We have welcomed two new members of staff to the setting. Keesha is Level 3 Qualified and
experienced in pre-school practices. Anna is Level 2 Qualified and also experienced with nursery
and pre-school practices. The setting will be supporting Anna with training for her Level 3
qualification. Keesha and Anna join Lisa, Mandy, Paula and Lucy.

Anna
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Potton View needs your plants!
THE rear garden at Potton View,
whilst accessible, is currently not fully
suitable for wheelchairs or other forms
of walking aid.
The residents and staff have formed a
plan to transform this area into a place

Gardening Club
to resume
meetings
MANY of the local clubs in
Gamlingay and in the area
are gradually planning to reopen again to live meetings
in the coming months. The
Committee, after speaking to
various members, feel that we
too ought to try to hold our
meetings again.
To ensure the safety of all of
our members we have made
the decision to CHANGE THE
DATE of our meetings to a
Tuesday evening.
This is to enable us to hold
our meetings in the main hall at
the Eco Hub. This will enable
40 people to attend in safety,
allowing for safe social distance.
The NEW DATES will
therefore be as follows:
Tuesday 7th September
Tuesday 5th October
Tuesday 2nd November
The meetings will still
commence at 7:30pm.
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where all the residents can enjoy the
fresh air and can exercise easily in a
safe environment.
The area is approximately 48m by
32m, or in old money 150ft by 100ft.
On top of that it is very undulating and
has quite a slope. This means that any
hard landscaping is going to be very
expensive disregarding the cost of any
planting.
Due to the cost and the actual
physical work involved this is a project
which will take three or four years to
complete. We are aiming to start this
year with some hard landscaping and
some flower beds and troughs.
We have already obtained some
trugs to make a start but the number
of plants we need is very significant.
I should mention that there are also
about 14 hanging baskets and several
tubs to be planted up. If you have any

plants surplus to your requirements we
would be grateful if you would donate
them to us.
It is our aim to obtain a cold frame
where we can overwinter our own
cuttings thus helping to reduce the
annual cost. Ultimately the main
garden can be mainly perennials but
hanging baskets, by their very nature,
will be mainly annual plants so we
need to generate a regular supply of
suitable plants.
When we have agreed the final plan
we aim to put a copy on display for
visitors to see what we are doing.Sadly
due to Covid we cannot entertain
visitors but we hope that will change
in the near future.
If you have any plants you could
donate would you please let the
manager know on 01767 654 866.
John Bennewith, Resident

Grow Gamlingay
BY NOW we hope many of you have
received your Tree Trail leaflet and
have begun to notice some of the trees
and hedgerows around the village.
June is a wonderful time to visit the
trees as they are in full, new leaf with
their colours at their most vibrant.
What to see in June:
Dog Rose, Rosa Canina
Common names include Dog Berry,
Briar Rose, Hedgy Pedgies and
Witches’ Briar.
Dog Rose can be found
at Location C on the Tree
Trail map, up on Cinques
Common alongside
Hazel and Gorse. There
are many heathland and
dry, grassland plants and
creatures as well as a
shady, wooded area with
old oaks and other trees.
Whenever we visit this
Wildlife Trust managed
area we always see
something of interest
including birds and insects
especially butterflies busy
on the heath and along
the edge where hedgerow
leads to the wooded area.
We know that the Dog
Rose is not actually a
tree, however, we didn’t
want to miss out on this
beautiful plant of our
hedgerows.
A thorny climber which by now will
be sending out long, green shoots from
the older, brown stems entwining with
the hedgerow plants and trees around.
Looking closely at the thorns, they
are hooked like a talon and will give a
nasty scratch.
The bush can grow up to three
metres tall and live for 50 years.
The leaves are toothed, pointed ovals
growing in groups of five to seven
along a stem.
However, at this time of year it is
the flowers that are worth a walk to
see. Five pinky-white, heart-shaped
petals surrounding a golden crown of
yellow stamens. They have a slight,
sweet scent and their colour stands

out against the green of the hedgerow
or woodland edge. By autumn the
pollinated flowers ripen to become
oval, glossy-red berries – Rose Hips.
Species Support
The open shape of the flowers make
a perfect landing pad and dinner plate
for Bumble Bees and Honey Bees.
Butterflies and moths, such as the
Shoulder Stripe, Lunar Thorn and
Scarce Umber, enjoy the nectar too
and their young can be found dining
on the leaves.

During World War Two there was a
drive to collect them and make Rose
Hip Syrup to boost the health of the
nation, as many fruits were unable
to be imported. In fact Rose Hip
syrup has about 20x the Vitamin C of
Orange Juice.
The Wild Rose has been an
important emblem in Britain especially
in medieval heraldry, the five petalled
rose can be found on coats of arms
and carved into the wood and stone of
many medieval buildings.
The name Dog Rose
may have come from the
belief that the root of the
plant could soothe the
bite of a wild dog and
was written about and
dispensed by medieval
apothecaries. Or Dog
may come from the Old
English word ‘Dag’ in
reference to the dagger
like thorns or leaf shapes.
“And still
The dog rose shines in
the hedge.
Petals beaten wide by
rain, it
Sways slightly, at the tip
of a
Slender, tangled,
arching branch.”
The Wild Dog Rose
by John Montague

… a Leaf-cutter bee flying away
on a nibbled out disc of leaf …

The Tree Trail leaflet was delivered
over the Easter holidays to as many
places as could be safely reached on
You may see a Leaf-cutter bee flying foot, with big thanks to those who
away on a nibbled out disc of leaf that volunteered to post some for us.
A digital version of the Tree Trail
she will use to line her nesting cells
with. The thorny, scrambling habit of leaflet is available to download as
the stems creates a protective network a .pdf from the Gamlingay Parish
Council website or DM us via
in which birds may nest or roost. In
autumn the Rose Hips are favoured by Instagram or our Facebook page and
Blackbirds, Redwings and Waxwings. we can email you a copy or drop a
leaflet through your door.
Bank Voles are partial to them too.
Remember to ‘Leave nothing
English Folklore
but footprints’ and to follow the
The Rose Hip is high in Vitamin C
‘Countryside Code’.
and has long been collected, and the
Keep up to date with the Grow
itchy, hairy berries processed to make Gamlingay project at:
syrups, teas and wines [and itching
Instagram: growgamlingay
powder, in my youth, Ed].
Facebook: Grow Gamlingay
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Hello from the Hub

AS I write this at the end of April,
I am hoping that June finds us fully
open, with the end of the month
heralding few or no Covid restrictions.
So, hoping this is the case, we will
whet your appetite for the activities
that should be happening this month!
Feeling a little unfit and sluggish due
to the events of the past year?
Monday mornings will be kicking off
with the return of Lisa and her very
popular Zumba class at 10:00am – she
has been much missed.
Joolz Clarke will be showing no
mercy in her energetic HiiT class
on Monday and Thursday evenings
which are guaranteed to get you fitter
than you have ever been, or for those
who need a gentler pace, we will
have the return of our Strength and
Balance class with Kamni on Tuesday
mornings.
Yoga with Caroline Oram will also
be returning on Tuesday evenings,
and for those who love Ashari Karate,
these classes for young people and
adults will return on Wednesday
nights.
For children, we have Cha Char
Chimps on Thursday mornings, Alice
Lucas ballet school on Thursday
evenings, and Little Ruggers Rugby
training on Sunday mornings.
For some time now we have been
home to the Kingfisher Day Centre,
who visit us three days a week.
Kingfisher Day Centre is a group for
21 to 75 year old adults who have
physical disabilities or mental health
issues, cognitive impairment through
injuries/conditions and/or learning
disabilities.

Activities to whet your
appetite this month

They accommodate a range of
disabilities and are flexible in their
approach and methods.
The majority of their members are
with the group because their condition
has led them to become socially
isolated, to different levels, and thus
their confidence and self-esteem have
been affected.
Although the activities Kingfishers
arrange do help with development
for some injuries, such as memory
games etc, as a whole they are a social
inclusion group with the aim to give
people the opportunity to get out
of their own environments, form
relationships, become socially more
confident and experience new things.
Kingfishers undertake a variety of
activities at the Hub and go out for day
trips in the community. If you think
you, or someone you know could

Our Facebook page, Twitter feed and website have all the latest on
What's On.
Email is the best way to get hold of us for now as the managers are often
working at home, or you can leave a message on our ansaphone.
We are Sarah and Kate (joint managers) supported by Jake and Tony.
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk | phone: 01767 651 226
email: manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
Facebook/Twitter: Gamlingay Eco Hub
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benefit from joining the Kingfishers,
please contact Alison Marriott for
more details on 07803 621 564.
Don’t forget the library will
continue to be open Mondays 2:00pm
to 4:00pm; Thursdays 10:00am to
12:00noon and Saturdays 10:00am to
12:00noon, and we hope to reopen the
Connect Café on Friday mornings in
the later half of May.
If you haven’t yet used our Zoom
account for setting up your community
group meeting, it’s free, and you can
talk as long as you like, rather than the
minimum 40 minutes. Just contact
us on email for more information if
you are a group or an individual who
would find this facility useful.
Stay safe and well
With all best wishes
The Eco Hub Team

Get in touch
NOW that we are opening up, we
are always happy to hear from you if
you have an idea on how to make the
Hub better, have a question, or if you
would like to volunteer in some way.
Just drop us a line on manager@
gamlingayecohub.org.uk.
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Message for June
‘Patience is a form of faith. It says,“I trust God. I believe that God is bigger than this problem.”  ’

– Rick Warren

JUNE … just like that half of 2021
has flown by. Nothing new about time
flying, however, that usually happens
‘when you’re having fun.’ And let’s
be honest, it’s been a difficult season.
However, by the time you are reading
this, if things are moving forward as
hoped, the long awaited return to
‘normality’ will be well underway…
Life will be going back to normal, and
that includes for us as a church as well.
Covid-19 restrictions on meeting together
are gradually being lifted; the opportunity
for gathering in the flesh for meetings may
be possible. Please do check our website
or contact the office for updates.
Sunday Service
Open for attended services and following
government guidelines.
Hymnal Praise at 10:00am
Worship Service at 10:45am
We live-stream the services on
www.gbchurch.org.uk/latest-talks
(Children’s resources available online)
GBC Youth Resources
Every Sunday at 10:45am on
www.gbchurch.org.uk/youth
Small Groups
are meeting every week. Get in touch
with office@gbchurch.org.uk for more
information.
Ladies’ Brunch
Saturday 19th June 2021,
9:30am to 11:00am
For more details please contact the office on
651 519 or email: office@gbchurch.org.uk
Please consider following us on social media to
keep updated with all our events:
Facebook.com/GamlingayBaptistChurch
Instagram: @gb_church
Twitter: @gb_church
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As of the 23rd of May, our Sunday
gatherings ‘in the flesh’ are back up
and running, with our children’s and
youth groups gathering again, as well
as the start of our nurture group,
a space for parents with babies and
toddlers to enjoy the service from (we
are continuing to live-stream as well,
so you can always join us that way too).
We are in process of getting things
together to be able to re-open the
Backroom Cafe, have the official
opening of The Gamlingay Food
Project in partnership with St Mary’s
Church, and launch Renew Wellbeing
a place where it’s ok to not be ok,
hosted in the Backroom Cafe. Life,
together as community, is going to be
getting back to normal… or is it?
Truth is, while we are all excited
and desperate to return to what we
once called ‘normal,’ things moving
forward are not just going to snap back
into that same position.
This strange time battling a global
pandemic, being locked down, having
to social distance, wear masks and so
on, has had a massive impact on all of
us, some more than others.
We need to acknowledge that…
Learn from that… and be patient with
one another in that.
As we come out of all these
regulations, we will all be doing so
with our own built up baggage, our
own expectations, comforts and
readiness to return.
I expect we will all move at different
paces: some of us will be ready for
those hugs, others will still want to
maintain a distance; some of us will be
burning our masks in hopes of never
wearing them again, while others of
us will feel more comfortable still
wearing them.
Regardless of where you are, it’s
OK. We need to be patient with one

another as we continue to journey
through this. Perhaps a ‘new level’
of patience, that we have yet to
experience.
As a Christian, my faith reminds
me that, regardless of what we are
experiencing, good or bad, easy or
hard, God is bigger than all of it. I
also firmly believe that God uses all
situations to teach us, stretch us and
grow us. I know that I have learned a
lot in the last 18 months, about myself,
about our community, about my faith
and about God.
Topping that list is the need to be
patient (you can ask my wife, I am
normally pretty bad at that).
I wonder what you have learned in
this season?
I wonder if you are able to take
forward all that has challenged and
grown you, as we move back into
‘normality’.
Perhaps it’s a new skill, a new
passion or hobby, perhaps, you have
found faith in this time. I want to
encourage you to hold on to the
things you have learned and grown in,
embrace the future that’s coming, and
let the two merge in a wonderful way.
I am always up for chatting about
this (or any subject really), and really
look forward to being able to grab a
coffee with you at some point (perhaps
in the Backroom Cafe). Until then,
whenever that may be, don’t hesitate
to get in touch.
Many blessings,
Rev Adrian Semerene
Lead Pastor
Gamlingay Baptist Church
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk
07472 350 860
Twitter: @asemerene
Instagram: @asemerene

Mid-Summer Million Steps Father’s Day
BY THE time you read this I will
th
Charity Afternoon Tea
–
20
June
be one month into my charity event
at The Eco Hub
“Mid-Summer Million Steps”.
I am challenging myself to complete
one million steps in just three months
and aiming to raise £920.00 as I do.
You might already have seen me
around the village/along Drove Road
adding to my step total.
If you would like to support me
there are two ways to join in.

Sunday 25th July

Full afternoon tea including:
• Finger sandwiches
• Sausage rolls
• Scones, jam and clotted cream
• Selection of cakes
• Fruit tartlet
£12.50 per person, £6.00 children
under 12.
Cupcake Weekend
Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th June Please email:
gamlingayscones@gmail.com
(Father’s Day Weekend)*
and I will send an order form to
Choose from either cupcakes (muffin “build your afternoon tea” – sandwich
fillings/scone choice/cake varieties.
size) or a seven-inch round cake.

Cupcakes:

The Charity:
St. Mary's Hospice in Ulverston (my
hometown) is close to my heart; they
cared for my Dad in his last days.
One of their straplines is: "We can't
Cakes:
add days to life, but we can add life to
Seven-inch £5.00 each
days.”
Victoria Sandwich, Carrot Cake,
My Dad went into the hospice two
Ginger Cake, Red Velvet Cake, Coffee days before the Grand National and
& Walnut Cake, Lemon Drizzle Loaf. when they discovered he liked horseracing they swapped his 14-inch TV
Please place your order at
for a 32-inch.
gamlingayscones@gmail.com by
The cost to them? Absolutely
Thursday 17th June.
nothing. For us? A priceless gesture.
One of so many little things that in
If there is something you would like
his
last days gave him so much dignity.
that I haven't mentioned please do ask,
https://www.justgiving.com/
I may be able to accommodate.
fundraising/Alison-Fitt-midsummer*At the time of going to print we have
million-step-club-for-stmarys
flights for a weekend away, therefore this
I would be so grateful if you are able
date may change.
to support me.
£1.25 each or six for £6.00
Vanilla, Carrot, Ginger, Red Velvet,
Coffee & Walnut, Lemon Drizzle.

MOST believe the beginnings of
Father’s Day was the holding of special
services to honour Dads who died in a
West Virginia (USA) mining accident
in 1907.
Over a thousand children were
orphaned by the accident, and orphan
Grace Clayton petitioned local pastors
to hold the services, which they did.
A few years later, in 1910, Sonora
Dodd campaigned for and organised
the first Father’s Day celebration.
It took place on 19th June, and
momentum grew in the years and
decades afterward such that the day
was being celebrated across the US by
the 1960s.
Father’s Day in the UK is observed
on the third Sunday of June, just as it is
in the US.

Reflection
I have become my father
And then his father too
And his before, I have no doubt
And so on through and through
I see him in my equine grin
And in my bleary stare
Apparent in my tired red eyes
And fast receding hair
Yet, also in my sense of fun
My patient, gentle ways
The wisdom that I propagate
And stupid things I say
I find him in my hopes and plans
The places that I go,
The realisation of my dreams
The beauty that I know.
I have become my father
No-one I’d rather be
Apart from you, my darling son
‘Till you become as me.
Richard Ball
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St. Mary’s Letter for June
Dear Friends,

IN early May we are looking forward
to the hoped-for opening up of many
more activities, as restrictions relax.
One of many joys is that we have
been offered a confirmation service.
News of this special service, in which
the Bishop visits, just missed the last
Gazette deadline, and takes place on the
30th May.
It is a rescheduling of the service
planned for Everton last year, cancelled
due to the Covid lockdown. The
service this year is to be at Gamlingay
– not only are all three candidates
from the ecclesiastical parish served
by St Mary the Virgin, but the church
is larger to accommodate the congre
gation if distancing is still required.
We celebrate with and pray for our
confirmands in this new step on their
faith journey.
It has been said that ‘For evil to
flourish, all that’s required is for good
people to do nothing’. I have been
reflecting recently on what keeps good
people from doing the things that
would suppress evil – and a main cause
seems to be fear.
Fear (often manifesting as the
apparently less damaging lower grade
‘anxiety’) contrary to the saying, is
not necessarily a motivator at all in the
sense of galvanising useful action, but
rather it can cause a paralysis which
holds us back.
Fear of failure, fear of what others
will think or say, fear of imagined
consequences can cause us not even

to try. Anxiety wears out our bodies
and clogs up our minds, as the ‘fight
or flight’ mechanisms necessary for
surviving physical challenges are
confused by our sedentary habits.
Of course it’s not just fear that keeps
us inactive in the face of evil: Evil can
be difficult to recognise, even hard to
define – dressed up as something else.
It can be so slow in its development
that it never seems bad enough to act
against until it is too late for action to
be effective.
Nazism in the Germany of the 1930s
crept up on many ordinary Germans,
playing on human insecurities and
natural desires, magnifying little sins
of envy and mistrust.
During this recent pandemic, as well
as having cause to celebrate the good
that crisis can bring out in humanity,
we have also seen evils flourish –
mental and physical abuse, poverty and
loneliness, and many other social ills
are on the increase – we have work to
do!
So is there an answer?
Christians are not necessarily better
at putting the answers into action, but
yes, there are answers.

The Bible encourages us that love
casts out fear (1 John 18 ‘there is no
fear in love, but perfect love casts
out fear’) – the trouble is that we are
too rarely able to love in that fierce
deep way that wants only the good of
the other, and is prepared to pay any
necessary price to bring about that
good. It is that love that we celebrate
at Easter, which was gifted to us in
power at Pentecost (the Birthday of the
Church, 23rd May this year).
The complexity of competing selfish
‘loves’ is the very reason the first
commandment is to love God with all
our being and to make sure it is the
Eternal Creator and not something less
that we worship (do not make idols).
And it is to connect us with that love
that Jesus came – to show us the Way,
the Truth and the Life.
I pray for that love to be allowed in,
to be at work, in me, in the Church
and in the wider world, as we seek to
care for ourselves and one another as
precious children of God, opposing
evil with implacable resistance, not
with the violence born of fear, but with
the power born of love.
Love from Hilary

Hatley Village Hall
Available for hire every day
8.30am to midnight

A clean, pleasant and roomy hall - can seat
85, with good acoustics
One user per session; new kitchen and boiler
Ideal for meetings and parties
Large car park

£11.00 per hour (£8.50 Hatley residents)
To book, please contact Kim Wilde on
01767 650 596 www.hatley.info
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Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club (CIO)
I AM writing this article in April
and hoping, like everybody else,
that the next release from lockdown
doesn’t cause a surge in new cases of
Covid 19.
During this lockdown period I
have moved from Eastbourne to
Gamlingay and have transferred my
membership to Biggleswade Sandy
Lions.
Although I have not yet met any
of the club members face-to-face I
have met a large number of them on
Zoom and they are a very friendly
club who have made me very
welcome.
Lions are a group of men and
women of all ages and backgrounds
who want to make this world a
happier and safer place to live.
Although our meetings have a lot
of laughter we are there to do a job
of work so there is always a strong
feeling of purpose.
Meetings vary in length depending
on what business is to hand but
generally they last about an hour to
an hour and a half.

During that time we will have an
update on what is happening locally
and internationally, discuss what
projects we can support and how we
are going to raise the money, and
social events.
Anybody who joins can usually
find their niche within the two main
areas of fund-raising and service
projects. On top of that there are
various other jobs such as organising
social events and Public Relations.
People of all ages are welcome.
The main thing is that you should be
reasonably active as attending fetes,
helping at senior citizens’ meetings
or helping staff at a children’s party
can be tiring but very rewarding.
When it comes to old fogies like
me you get jobs like Public Relations
Officer which is more sedentary but

uses my 34 years of experience as
a Lion (yes I am 84, but the oldest
Lion I know is 102 and still going
strong).
As you can imagine the past 18
months have taken their toll. Not
having been able to meet or attend
functions we have been unable to
actively recruit new members and
we are all now a year older.
We are, therefore, in need of new
members so that we can build on the
past and plan for the future.
As we come out of lockdown
there are going to be lots of people
needing our help.
If you can spare a little time to
join us in helping people back to
normal please do contact us on
01462 814 693 or 03458 339 749.
You can find a lot more info on
our website www.bslions.org.uk.
I hope that I will have the chance to
meet you at some time in the near
future.

John Bennewith
Public Relations Officer
Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club (CIO)
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West Cambridgeshire Hundreds
GAMLINGAY Wood, part of the
West Cambridgeshire Hundreds,
is unusual because it is ancient
woodland, and this habitat has been
lost and degraded across the UK, and
is still under threat.
The Wildlife Trust for Beds, Cambs
and Northants is dedicated to protect
ing and restoring local natural heritage
for wildlife and people, now and in the
future. This can be a tricky balancing
act.
One way we do this is by having a
variety of reserves. Some are very
people-focussed and may have flat
paths suitable for wheelchairs,
dedicated car parks, or even an
education centre. At the other
extreme, we manage a few reserves
with no public access. The vast
majority fall between these examples,
and we enable permissive access with
no charge.
Many of the flowers associated with
ancient woodland, like primrose and
oxlip, prefer the edges of paths where
it is both sheltered and sunny.
This area of Cambridgeshire is one
of the few places where oxlip grow in
abundance, so it is important that we
look after the woods where it is found.
You can help by sticking to the
paths and not walking on the edges.
Heavy footpath use not only tramples
plants but can compact soil and make
it harder for them to grow. The best
thing you can do for a muddy footpath
is not walk on it!
The trust is working towards
improving the condition of Gamlingay
Wood by:
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and insects. When it grows back, it
does so with many stems, making the
area quite dense and good for nesting
birds. We coppice in rotation so there
are always open and dense areas, and
something in between.
The straight hazel poles are either
sold to generate income for the Trust,
or left as important habitat piles. You
can help by leaving piles of wood
where they are, and taking part in our
regular work parties over the autumn
and winter.
For more information:
You can learn more about coppicing
on our website:
www.wildlifebcn.org/blog/
rob-enderby/coppicing-hayley-wood

• Removing non-native trees.
• Widening the “rides” (the broad
tracks) to reduce shading.

• Increasing the “edge” habitat.

(This is habitat that is part-way
between two different types of
habitat, and is very important for
wildlife. In the wood this means
creating gradual change between
open ground and tall trees.)
Management of the wood can look
destructive, but we are following a
plan!
In some areas we coppice hazel.
This means chopping it almost to the
ground but not killing it. This opens
the area to light, bringing flowers

My name is Becca Badger and I work
with communities in the Cambourne
area, delivering events and working
with all ages.
You can find events on our website:
www.wildlifebcn.org/events
If you are doing Random Act of
Wildness for #30DaysWild, I’d love
to hear from you.
You can email rebecca.neal@
wildlifebcn.org or connect on
Facebook. @wildlifebcn
Find out more about 30 Days Wild on
www.wildlifebcn.org/30DaysWild
Facebook: @BeccaBadgerWTBCN
BCN Facebook page: @wildlifebcn
Tweet: @wildlifebcn
Visit: www.wildlifebcn.org

Gamlingay Walks
MORE of us have been enjoying walks around and about the village over the last few months. Please share with other
readers your favourite walks in, through and near the village. We hope to feature one walk each month.
Please supply clear directions, remembering that some of the people doing these walks may be new to the area,
so don’t take local knowledge for granted. If possible please supply photographs of interesting views or potentially
confusing junctions along the way.
Ideally all circular walks should start and finish either at the Eco-hub or the “the crossroads”. In your instructions
please take into account newcomers who might not be as locally-aware as you.
Walk 02
Circular Walk: Eco-hub,
Millbrook Meadows and
Gamlingay Wood
Approx 2.75 miles, 6,200 steps,
1 hour’s brisk walk.
75% firm paths, 25% ground that
may be muddy when wet.
Start:
The Eco-hub on Stocks Lane
1 From the Eco hub walk past the
playing fields and stay on the
path leading downto Millbrook
Meadows.
2 Walk through meadow past
Poppyfields estate, to Station Road
and cross to gate on other side.

Bridge and cross the brook.
4 Pass the Peace bench and follow
path when it bends right.
5 Follow path as it skirts the
cemetery, bear right to cut across
the top of cemetery and out
through the gates to Church End.
6 At Church Street (phone box) turn
right on Church End and walk
towards exit the village – Long
Lane.
7 Take farm track on left, passing
allotments on your right.
8 At the T take farm track right.
9 After about 200 yards, turn left on
uphill path towards wood.

10 On reaching the wood don’t enter,
leave that for another day, but
turn left along face of wood. Take
3 Walk through Lower Field to Block

time to enjoy the birdsong and the
views.
11 Follow track along face of wood,
then downhill towards village.
12 On reaching houses, turn right
along path between field and back
gardens, to Waresley Road.
13 Turn left along footpath, and
continue to crossroads; cross over
onto Mill Street.
14 Continue on Mill Street until the
permissive path on left, through
gates at the Baptist church yard and
exit onto Stocks Lane/Honey Hill,
and turn left to Eco Hub.
Note: Do this walk when the
Backroom Cafe at the Baptist Church
is open and enjoy tea, coffee and lovely
home baking at journey’s end!

2
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Team Spirit
CLASSIC football and netball matches were the
crème da la crème of Gamalonian Galacticos
playing in olden days, and still are today.
So often it was Gamlingay being the smaller
team taking on the bigger teams and frequently
coming out the winners.
Historyman looks at some of the members of
Gamlingay village who together made up exciting
and great teams together.

Pic 3: Football 1935.
Back: Sid Cole, Tom Hutchinson, Morton Careless, Cyril
Peters, Reg Jakes, Eric Sharp, Niffy Jakes.
Front: Sid Hales, Harry Bird, Ken Jakes, Tubby Richardson.

Pic 1: We start with football and a rare old bunch from the
1950’s.
Back: Henry Hill, Bob Munns, George Arnold, Fred Steele,
Howard Knibbs, Roy Titmus.
Front: Frank Johnson, Ken Jakes, Peter Housden, Harry
(Twitty) Bird, Ken (Spaffy) Darlow.

Pic 4: The Gamlingay Old Boys Mk2 from 1980, seen here
after winning the Norwich Brewery Trophy, after beating Over
Sports by 5 goals to 0.
Back: Terry Blinch, Dave (Tractor) Brown, Peter (Speedy)
Jakes, Steve Baz Whitbread, Clive (Squibby) Munns, Dave
Croft, Alan Walker, Dean (Charlie) Beddal, Peter Webb, Barry
Cavilla.
Front: Jim Allen, Sid Heath, Chris Walker, Frank Careless, Tom
Meeks, Dave Brett.

Pic 2: Next it’s netball with a 1960-1961 team.
Back: Janet Paine, Roy Carter (Deputy Head), Miss Trott
(County Supervisor), Carolyn Larkins.
Front: Linda Brown, Janice Croot, Angela Croot, Geraldine
Tappenden, Zelia Lawson.

Pic 5: Football again 1953-1954.
Back: D Curtis, Howard Knibbs, Bill Croot, Roy Titmus, Alec
Cownden, Jock Love.
Front: Harry Adams, Ken Jakes, Derek Carter, Tubby
Richardson, Ron Wisson.
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Pic 6: Netball 1959.
Back: Carole Peacock, Ruth Daniels, Elizabeth Green, Valerie
Richardson.
Front: Linda Brown, Angela Croot, Janice Croot.

Pic 9: Netball 1961.
Back: Mr Robinson (Headmaster), Sandra Crook, Zelia Lawson,
Christine Careless, J Cade, Mrs Stanley.
Front: M Hinton, J Paine, Lynsey Swales.

Hearing aid maintenance
(HAM) centres open for
appointments

Pic 7: Netball, early 50s, and the first school first team.
Back: Mary Cook, Betty Fuller.
Front: Barbara Housden, Sheila Dickson, Jean Pateman, Olive
Pledger, Norma Cook.

Pic 8: One of the great Gamlingay Old Boys teams that started
a run of trophies for the team. Managed by the great Colin
Knibbs this team did battle with many Sunday teams and came
out winners many times.
Back: Peter Brett, Brian (Jagger) Giddings, Dave (Tractor)
Brown (Manager), Keith Middleton, Norman Brooks, Peter
(Speedy) Jakes, Barry Steele, Steve Cole, Colin Knibbs
(Manager).
Front: Steve Baz Whitbread, Kevin Knibbs, Colin Jakes, Frank
Careless, Dave (Siddy) Brett, Arnold Hutchinson.

IF YOU are an NHS hearing aid user, or relative, friend or
carer of an NHS hearing aid user, Cambridgeshire Hearing
Help is pleased to announce the limited re-opening of its
hearing aid re-tubing service.
If your hearing aid needs cleaning and maintenance,we have
launched a ‘drop-off and pick-up ten minutes later’ service at
nine HAM centres located in Soham, Ely, Cambourne, Girton,
St Ives, Chatteris, Fulbourn and Great Shelford.
To comply with the social distancing regulations and
Covid-19 risk assessments our re-tubing process will take
longer and therefore our sessions will be by appointment only.
Because of these precautions we are only able to offer a ‘dropoff and pick-up ten minutes later’ service at present. We ask
that your hearing aids are handed to us in a sealed envelope
labelled with your Name, Date of Birth, Postcode and contact
phone number.
To book an appointment, tel. 01223 416141, email
enquiries@cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk. or go to our
website https://www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk/ and
book online
Our HAM Centres operate between 10:30am and 3:30pm.
(Nearest to Gamlingay is Cambourne, Ed.)
Cambourne: First and third Tuesday of the month at
Lower Cambourne Cricket Pavilion, Woodfield Lane, Lower
Cambourne, Cambridge CB23 6FB. (Please note this change of
address.)
If you are unable to get to any of our Hearing Aid
Maintenance Centres please contact your original provider:
your hospital audiology department or Specsavers.
WE CONTINUE TO PROVIDE BATTERIES BY POST.
Please telephone us on 01223 416141 or email enquiries@
cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk. We will need to know what
SIZE batteries you require. This will be either size 13 Orange,
size 312 Brown or size 675 Blue.
You can also pick-up batteries from the Cambridgeshire
Mobile Library, which visits 85 villages and communities
throughout the county: www.mobilelibraries@cambridgeshire.
gov.uk
Further locations for Hearing Aid Maintenance Centres will
be posted as they become available.
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Writing
competition
Win £25

Point to Ponder

Every four pounds of beef you eat contributes as much to global
warming as flying from London to New York.

THE GAZETTE is excited to
launch its first Creative Minds
writing competition.
Creative Minds is open to
any resident in Gamlingay, East
Hatley and Hatley St. George.
You can enter in one of three age
categories: 8-13, 14-18 and 19+
(ages on 1st April 2021).
You can submit your
composition in prose or poetry,
up to a maximum of one
thousand words. The topic,
simply, is Mouse – treat it as
you will. You don't have to have
mouse in the title! And you don't
have to write in dialect, like
Robert Burns:
Wee, sleekit, cowran, tim'rous
beastie,
O, what a panic's in thy breastie!
Judging will be undertaken by
members of Potton & District
Writers’ Group and entries will
be anonymised prior to judging.
Members of Potton & District
Writers’ Group may not enter
the competition.
By entering the competition
you grant The Gazette the right to
publish your work.
Winners will be announced
in September at the Gamlingay
Show.
Prizes sponsored by
Mouse Manoeuvres Limited.

How to enter
Residential and Commercial Electrical Installations since 2009

Oﬃce: 0800 019 7992
Email: info@dsselectrical.co.uk
Web: www.dsselectrical.co.uk

Be sure to check out our reviews on Google - Search DSS Electrical

Electronic submissions only.
Write in a word processing
package or app and email the
document to:
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk
with Competition as the subject
line. State which age category
you are in (see above). Entries
must be the sole work of the
author, no parental help allowed!
The closing date for entries is
31st July 2021.
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Staying safe from rogue traders Fake council home
AS SPRING arrives many people's
thoughts turn to sprucing up home
and garden. But, as with many other
seasonal or topical events, scammers
are always ready to take advantage of
this.
Rogue traders are doorstep
scammers who knock on doors
offering to do home improvement
or landscaping works. They might
say they've done some work nearby
(to build your trust) and have some
materials left over so they can do the
work for you at a special one-time-only
price – all tactics to get you to agree to
the job.
Sometimes rogue traders will ask
for money up-front and never return.
In other cases they may agree a price
which soon escalates extortionately
as work gets underway. The work
may be left incomplete or performed
to a poor standard which requires an
experienced trader to come and put
right.
Our top tips for getting those jobs
done to a good standard at a price that
is right are:
• Do not deal with traders on the
doorstep. A decent trader will
not need to canvas for business
door-to-door.

• Use a door sticker to deter doorstep
traders or give you assistance in
turning away those who ignore it.
And remember, you do not have to
answer your door to anybody. It is
not rude to not answer.
• Use traders recommended by friends
or family and whose work you have
seen.
• If you don't have any recommendations from friends and family try
approved trader schemes Safe Local
Trades or Buy With Confidence.
Safe Local Trades (a CAPASP
partner) can be contacted at 0800
014 1832 or www.safelocaltrades.
com or Buy With Confidence (a
Trading Standards approved trader
scheme) can be found at www.
buywithconfidence.gov.uk
• Get three quotes in writing for the
job in question. This will help you
to see if a quote is reasonable and
what exactly you can expect to be
included in the price.
If you think you or someone you
know has been conned by rogue
traders report it to the Police on 101
(if it's after the event) or on 999 if
the incident is still occurring or the
traders are coming back to collect
money.

Update to “Have I been Pwned?”
CAMBRIDGE County Council has
previously recommended the website
www.haveibeenpwned.com which
can search e-mail addresses to see if
they have been stolen as the result of
a data breach.
Cambridgeshire Constabulary,
informs us that you can now use the
site to search telephone numbers to
see if they are also in the hands of
cyber criminals.
Just enter the phone number
into the search box including the

international dial code (+44 for the
UK) then drop the first zero of the
number.
Remember, this is only a guide,
just because your email and phone
number may not appear to have been
compromised, it does not mean
they are not already in the hands of
criminals.
STOP – CHALLENGE – PROTECT.
Find out more at:
www.takefive-stopfraud.org.uk

improvement
texts

RESIDENTS might receive a suspicious
text message which claims to be from
'CouncilUK' and asks the recipient
whether they have any damp or issues
in their home. The sender then claims
to be offering home improvements
and money back on rent. It asks the
recipient to click a link.

Red flags that suggest this is not a
genuine message are:
• The text was unsolicited and was
received out of the blue.
• The sender 'Council UK' is not a
genuine organisation.
• The text includes a link to click.
(We haven't visited this link but it's likely
to ask for personal information including
bank or card details which would then be
used to steal money or it could infect your
device with malware.)
• The text has a grammatical error as
it starts a sentence with a lower case
letter.
Beware any text message asking you
to click a link, including where the
message appears to be from a genuine
organisation like NHS, HMRC,
GOV.UK or a well known bank.
Scammers can spoof the number of
genuine organisations to make their
communications look authentic. It is
best not to click on any link unless you
know the message to be genuine.
Forward suspicious texts to 7726.
Suspicious e-mails can be forwarded
to report@phishing.gov.uk
Do not click on links or attachments.
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Deputies
required

For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

YOUR Gamlingay Gazette is operated
by a team of volunteers, and every now
and then we feel the need to have a
holiday. But it can be challenging to fit
breaks around editorial and publishing
deadlines. So we're looking for deputies
(no cowboys or gunslingers need apply)
who might fill in for us from time to
time.
What benefit will you get, other than
experience in doing these jobs and
feeling you are part of a team doing
something for your community? Well,
that's about it, actually. Certainly no
money and you won't be doing it for
the glory!
Your duties will not be onerous.
We'll let you know how things are
done, and you can understudy for as
long as you like until you feel confident,
and there'll be plenty of support for you
from the team – we won't be throwing
you in at the deep end!
Deputies are required for:
Editor
You'll check incoming news and edit
the content as necessary. Determine
lead stories and do a rough layout.
You'll source some images to enhance
the stories if required. You'll gain a
good idea of how many pages that
month's Gazette will require and pass
layout ideas, stories and images to the
Layout Editor.
Layout Editor
You will fit the stories and adverts to
the initial layout plan provided by the
editor. Ideally you should already have
a working knowledge of In Design,
our publishing package, however, some
training can be given.
Distribution Manager
Organise breakdown of our bulk
delivery from the printer into small
distribution bundles and the pickup
of those bundles by co-ordinators.
The co-ordinators are each in charge
of several distribution routes and
distribute bundles to local deliverers.
Advertising and Finance Manager
Takes enquiries from potential advertisers, provides pricing information,
books adverts with the Layout Editor,
ensures payment is made and also that
adverts are removed after their paid-for
period.
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Standby for Swifts in Gamlingay and Hatley
THE first Swifts were seen in the UK
in late April; by the time The Gazette is
published we hope to see them around
Gamlingay and Hatley in their usual
haunts.
Over the past few weeks, we have
been visiting various potential sites
for Swift nest boxes.
There has been a great response,
with more requests than we will be
able to meet this time.
Swift nest boxes are due to arrive
shortly along with speaker systems to
attract prospecting birds.
We are now in a race to get them
put up!
Here are a couple of diary dates:
• Gamlingay and Hatley Swift
Project update:
Wednesday 16th June, 7:30pm to
8:15pm.
Join us on Zoom.
All welcome.
https://tinyurl.com/Swifts0621
If you see any Swifts, please do
• Swift Awareness Week:
report your sightings using the Swift
Saturday 3rd to Sunday 11th July.
Mapper online tool.
We plan to hold a socially
Go to:
distanced ‘Count the Swifts Day’
https://tinyurl.com/SwiftMapper
near The Emplins.
for more information.
Exact date to be confirmed.

If you would like to help make
Gamlingay and Hatley home to more
Swifts please contact Mark Fitzpatrick
(Mark.x.fitzpatrick@gmail.com,
01234 357 259) or Kevin Middleton
(kevinmiddleton@hotmail.co.uk).
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significantly mid June to July just in
time for many of us to be completely
ready for the summer holidays! Over
90% of the over-75s have received
their jabs and over 51% of the over
50s.
We have seen some increase in
transmission in South Cambs and
Cambridge City and there is still a
possibility of further rise as lockdown
lessens. South Cambs is currently at
the national average rate of about 25
cases per 100,000 people.
Business Grants

Covid Latest

As we write there are only 22 people
in hospital with Covid in Cambs with
three in Addenbrookes. This is a huge
improvement and will of course allow
our hospitals to get back to treating
people with other conditions many of
which are now very urgent.
The supply of AZ, Moderna
and Pfizer vaccines over May and
June is limited but should increase

The Business Support team at South
Cambs have made an enormous effort
to get over £11 million in grants out
to 4,834 businesses since November
last year. These government grants
can make the difference between life
or death for a business and survival
or despair for the owners of those
businesses. If your business is in
trouble and you have not been able
to access a grant please contact the
council or Bridget.
Hospitality

There has been some conversation
in the media over the past couple of
weeks regarding the use of shelters
for use in outdoor areas at hospitality

venues. The Councils’ Covid Team
would like to highlight that acceptable
outdoor shelters (any shelter, marquee
or other structure) can have a roof but
needs to have at least 50% of the area
of their walls open at all times whilst
in use.
Winter Support Grant:
Family Fund

Residents can now access schemes
which can be used for those in need of
urgent food or fuel. The vouchers are
worth up to £49.00 (per scheme) for a
family, or £29.00 (per scheme) for an
individual.
The first scheme allows a voucher for
food or fuel, and the second scheme is
for a fuel voucher only. The schemes
are funded by the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
(DEFRA) and the national Winter
Support Grant.
The vouchers can help residents who
find themselves in a desperate situation
to address their immediate need. We
then work with the resident and other
agencies to provide longer term advice
and support.
If you come across a resident in need
of urgent food or fuel, please consider
referring them into this scheme by
emailing duty.communities@scambs.
gov.uk (we will then send you a simple
form to complete).
Gamlingay Surgery

Gamlingay’s Doctors Surgery is
not closing. Thanks to the practice
manager for the following clarification:
“When we upgraded our telephone
system, we changed the way the
Receptionists work into a ‘hub’, so
that all patients call one recognised
number for the surgery and all calls
are answered by the first available
receptionist in either Potton or
Gamlingay. All calls are triaged in the
same way, it does not matter where a
patient lives.
“We continue to operate the same
system whereby patients who reside
in Bedfordshire will be offered
20
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appointments with GPs in Potton and
those who reside in the Cambs side of
the Practice with GPs in Gamlingay.
All Phlebotomy, INR, Nursing and
Urgent Care Practitioner appointments
continue to be offered on both sites, if
patients are able to travel.”

good as possible.
CPRE say government is proposing
one million new homes and one
million new jobs. This is not true
but government has failed to clarify
what their ambitions are for housing
numbers but bearing in mind that
there are not far off 800,000 already
in local plans across the Arc it is
Flooding at The Cinques
already a growth area.
South Cambs officers have spent
CPRE also say that there will be no
considerable time investigating a
consultation
or scrutiny and that this
backlog of water at the Cinques which
is
the
end
of
local
plan making. Again
is beginning to impact on a number
this
is
not
true
but
it will undoubtedly
of properties and which is stagnant
help
when
government
get their act
and foul smelling. Thank you to
together
and
set
up
an
authorised
those residents who helped with the
website where people can go to find
enquiries. It seems that the water
out the facts.
originates from a field drain and that
We know that an expensive
work is underway to repair it. This
consultation
is due to start later this
is the responsibility of the County
year
run
by
government
and we
Council who have been notified.
shall be doing our utmost to ensure
it reaches all of our residents. We
Murfitt Way
have been told to continue moving
It is disappointing that the improveforward with our local plan and that
ments to parking at the top of Murfitt the government spatial framework will
Way have not been carried out but this work with our plans.
is due to the pandemic stopping a lot
However, it is true that the Arc
of routine work of this type. Bridget
plan will carry considerable weight
will be chasing this up and will keep
in planning terms but this could be a
residents informed.
good thing as much as a bad thing in
that planning across a region allows for
Oxford Cambridge Arc
better delivery of things like rail lines,
Bridget writes:
roads, waterways, country parks and
It is not my job to support or promote new forests. It should also allow us to
Government sponsored schemes such find solutions to the major problem
as the OxCam Arc but as a member
we have with water shortage and in
of the OxCam Arc Leaders Group
particular our chalk streams.
and the chair of the Arc Environment
South Cambs District Council has
Working Group, I do believe it is
just adopted the Arc Environment
important that people living in the
Principles which the working group,
Arc (which stretches from Oxford
led by a huge number of experts
to Cambridge) are given a fair and
including the RSPB and DEFRA, spent
accurate understanding of what
considerable time developing.
Government intend and what is being
These principles call for a doubling
said by government to the council
of nature across the Arc to match the
leaders across its whole geography.
doubling of the economy which is
The article in last month’s Gazette,
the government’s principal ambition.
penned by the charity CPRE, is
Ensuring that all future development
incredibly alarmist and absolutely full including infrastructure is Zero
of misinformation.
Carbon is also called for and for this
That is not to say that The OxCam
reason all of the council leaders in
Arc is absolutely a good thing for
the Arc have written to government
everywhere or for everybody or that I demanding that the East West Rail
support it, but it is a reality and it is a line be electric or another sustainable
government, and we believe, a prime energy source such as hydrogen.
ministerial, priority so just telling it to
CPRE celebrate the axing of the
‘go away’ is not going to get us far.
OxCam Expressway which was a
Far better that we work with it
huge new road in Oxfordshire and
to make sure that the councils and
I agree completely that if we are to
their residents have a strong voice
get to Zero Carbon we should not be
which is clearly heard and that
building massive new roads.
they can influence it, especially on
However, we do need more high
environmental matters, to make it as
value jobs for our young people and we

do need them to be able to live near
to where they work in homes they
can afford so that they do not have to
commute miles and miles everyday or
spend most of their income on their
rent or mortgage.
We also need to do much, much
more to improve the amount of well
managed open green space and the
bio diversity in those spaces. In South
Cambs we have fewer trees than just
about anywhere else in the country.
The OxCam Arc could be a way to
plan for more trees, for more high
value grassland and to improve our
chalk streams. But we have to be part
of it to benefit from it.

Your Councillors are here to help you.
Please do feel free to contact us with
comments, questions, problems or
complaints. We hope we can help but if
we can’t we are likely to know someone
who can!
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Scavenger Hunt answers
THE first Gamlingay Scavenger Hunt took
place on 1st and 2nd May. Over 82 adults,
children and many dogs set off for a journey
around the village.
Thanks to everyone who turned up to pit their wits
against my many clues; I hope you enjoyed it and maybe
learnt a little about the village along the way. Copies of
the Scavenger Hunt will be available at the Eco Hub.
Thanks to Gamlingay Village Primary for letting us use
the school to host this event.
The answers to the clues are as follows:
Clue 1	Find the house built in AD 1867.
Find the name associated with it.
Answer	
T he house was the Sultan Pub so the suspect was
Sultan Bolkiah.
Clue 2	Find the smallest listed (grade II) building in the
village next to the Church (hint it is red). The
emblem on the top matches the name of a suspect
who can be eliminated.
Answer	
T he building is the phone box, the emblem on the
top is a crown, the suspect was Thomas Crown.
Clue 3	Find a place associated with letters, the initials on
a box, nearby will indicate a suspect that can be
eliminated.
Answer	
T he place is the Old Post Office, the box is an old
post box the initials GR lead to George Roberts.
Clue 4	Find the crest in the picture. The person named
on the plaque is a suspect that can be eliminated.
Answer	
T he picture is the crest is on the Alms Houses on
Church Street, the name Johannes Jacob.

Clue 5	Find the place associated with the picture. The
person who started in 1799 is a suspect that can be
eliminated.
Answer	
T he picture is the sign of the Cock Pub. Greene
King started in 1799 this leads to the suspect of
John King.
Clue 6	Find the flower in the picture, it is the emblem of
England. The name associated with the picture is
the name of a suspect that can be eliminated.
Answer	
T he flower in the picture is a rose, the name is
Rose Tyler.
Clue 7	Find the sign in the picture. The business
associated with the sign is related to the name of a
suspect who can be eliminated.
Answer	
T he sign is the Gulf petrol sign at Worboys garage
the suspect is Peter Worboys.
Clue 8	Find the place where you could get one of Royston
Fine Ales, the name of the house associated with
this ale is the trade name of a suspect that can be
eliminated.
Answer	
T he place is the Three Horseshoes, the suspect is
Farrier Smith.
Clue 9	At the Eco Hub find a bench and rest a while.
The name on the bench is linked to the name of a
suspect that can be eliminated.
Answer T he bench in question commemorates Queen
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee the suspect to be
eliminated is Elizabeth Windsor.
This should leave you with just one suspect who is John
Palmer. John Palmer was better known as Dick Turpin
who allegedly rode through the village on his epic trip from
London to York.
Steve Palmer

You’re not just a category!
IT’S funny how we categorise each
other, isn’t it? It can be a valid way
of measuring and organising the
population, academically speaking.
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But, sometimes I fear using categories
can detract from people’s individuality
and conversely, do more to divide us
rather than offer any tangible benefit.
So other than for reference, I wonder
why we feel so compelled to categorise
people.
Pensioners, for example. I have five
grandparents (there was a divorce and
remarriage amongst them before I was
born). While they’re all, decidedly
“over a certain age” and therefore,
classed as pensioners, or “the elderly”
or whatever other label there is to
describe them. They are also all
exceptionally different from each
other. All over 80, some over 90, some
drive, some never have. Some are
going crazy in lockdown, some barely
notice the difference.
The point is, even in this small
sample of “pensioners” you couldn’t
find five more different people.
Different in looks, experience,

lifestyles, preferences. You name it,
each of them is an individual. And it’s
always worth noting when talking of
“pensioners” that if we’re lucky, we’ll
be “over a certain age” one day.
During the past year, there’s been
a lot of talk of us all being in the
same boat. While that’s true, I feel
it’s also an oversimplification of a
situation where the reality is that
we’ve each experienced this peculiar
period in completely different ways
for completely different reasons…
because, regardless of which “category”
we’re in, we are all individuals.
As we recover and return to a more
recognisable way of life, I’d really
like for us to embrace each other’s
individualities and have the courage
to identify and make the most of our
unique strengths, and I’d like us all to
encourage everyone we know to do
the same.
Harriet Gould

Gamlingay Village Show Update
WE ARE so looking forward to this
year’s Show on 18th September and
have everything crossed that we will
be able to go ahead. We are very
grateful for the continued support
from to our main sponsors: The
Brogan Group, KMG Systems Ltd.
and Pinewood Structures Ltd.
We have consolidated our show
classes; there are fewer but they are
more open. This is for two reasons,
firstly to capture the many new skills
learned during lockdown (I for one
now bake bread weekly having never
done it before March 2020!) and
secondly, in the event the Show cannot
go ahead, we will then be able to judge
kerbside.
The Junior classes will be split into
different age categories once we see
the entries. We want to encourage
all age groups to enter and will judge
accordingly.
We also have some new categories
this year.
Class No. 22:
Junior Cup Cake Bake-off
Kindly sponsored by The Gamlingay
Co-Op.
Class No. 23:
Bee-Friendly Flower Growing
Competition
Kindly sponsored by Waresley Park
Garden Centre.
And finally,
Class No. 24:
Gamlingay Show Logo
Competition.
We invite all Children in the village
to design a new show logo for us.
More details on how to enter will be
published in the July Gazette.
OTHER EVENTS
Scarecrow Weekend:
17th and 18th July, kindly sponsored by
The Brogan Group
We are looking forward to seeing
some crazy and funny scarecrows again
this year. Entry for this competition
will open 1st June and entry forms
will be available on our website
and at the usual points around the
village. Alternatively contact us on
gamlingayshow@hotmail.com or me
on 07813 629 354 and we will send
entry forms. Groups are also welcome
to put in entries, as last year.

Prizes will be awarded for Funniest,
Scariest, Most Original, Best Name
and Best in Show!
Entry forms should be returned by
Wednesday, 14th July and Scarecrows
should be in position by Friday, 16th
July. We will be photographing and
judging them over that weekend.

• Set a time goal and try and beat it
• Run/walk 5k every day for a week
• Run/walk with five family
members or friends 1k each to
achieve 5k
Adults: Distance 5k cost £2
Children: Distance 1k cost £1
We would love to see photographs
of you joining in with this event so we
Fun Run:
can display them at the Show when
Virtual Runs are the fastest growing
we present the medals. Please send to
runners’ movement and so we invite
gamlingayshow@hotmail.com
you to take part in the Gamlingay
In addition, winners of the Creative
Virtual Run. Set over two distances
Minds writing competition will be
5k and 1k we invite all you runners,
announced at the Show (see page 16 for
would be runners, and walkers to
details).
take part in this virtual event in early
Ginny Jones:
July. Run with friends, family, dogs
Call 07813 629 354
or on your own. We will provide
Email ginnyjones2021@outlook.com
two routes, but you are welcome to
set your own. Your run needs to be
The Show Team:
completed by 11th July and your entry Chair:
Ginny Jones
in by then if you would like a finisher's Vice Chair:
Jayne Dawkins
medal, to be handed out at the Show. Treasurer:
Victoria Critchlow
Some suggested goals to aim for:
Secretary:
Peter Condon
• Run the whole distance if you are Show Logistics: Steve Palmer
new to running
Social Media: Lee Deason
Gamlingay Village Show Classes
Class Category

Sub Category

Age Group

1

Photography

Black and White

Adult Junior

2

Photography

Nature

Adult Junior

3

Photography

My Lockdown

Adult Junior

4

Photography

Architecture

Adult Junior

5

Photography

Wildlife and Pets

Adult Junior

6

Art and Crafts

Painting in any Medium

Adult Junior

7

Art and Crafts

Sketch in any Medium

Adult Junior

8

Art and Crafts

Construction Kit or Model

Adult Junior

9

Art and Crafts

Knitting

Adult Junior

10

Art and Crafts

Crochet

Adult Junior

11

Art and Crafts

Lace Making

Adult Junior

12

Art and Crafts

Card Making

Adult Junior

13

Art and Crafts

Sponsor/Group

Adult Junior

15

Any Other Craft
of Vegetables:
Fruit and Vegetable Group
Colours of the Rainbow
Fruit and Vegetable Individual Fruits

16

Fruit and Vegetable Individual Vegetable

Adult Junior

17

Fruit and Vegetable Funniest Fruit or Vegetable

Adult Junior

18

Home Produce

Jams and Marmalades

Adult Junior

19

Home Produce

Chutney

Adult Junior

20

Home Produce

Home Brew

Adult Junior

21

Home Produce

Any Home Baked Produce

Adult Junior

22

Home Produce

Junior Cup Cake Bake-Off

Junior Gamlingay Village Co Op

23

Other

Bee-friendly Plant Growing

Junior Waresley Park Garden Centre

24

Other

Gamlingay Show Logo Competition

Junior Gamlingay Village Show Com.

14

Adult Junior
Adult Junior
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Umami…the fifth taste
Vegetarian recipe from
Roderick Starksfield
I HAVE many more recipes for you,
however, this month I am going to
give you some ideas on the additional
flavours that I add to my food.
I would normally use one of these
every day! These are sometimes
mentioned in the recipes themselves
but not always. The prime essence is
what is called Umami:
A strong taste that is not sweet, sour,
salty or bitter and that is often referred
to as “the fifth taste”.
This fifth taste, Umami, which is the
intensely savoury taste imparted by
glutamates that occur naturally in many
foods such as meat, fish, and vegetables.
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Many Umami flavours occur
naturally in our foods.
The first of these is Mushroom
Ketchup. Not always available in
supermarkets, however, Sainsbury’s
and Waitrose nearly always have it. The
flavour is a salty, earthy mushroomy
flavour that adds an enormous boost to
many dishes. It is worth buying a tin of
baked beans just to add a good splash of
mushroom ketchup. It changes beanson-toast to a different level! Add it to
any stock, sauce or even a salad
dressing.
Another addition for baked beans is
Chipotle paste, very mild heat but a
strong chilli flavour.
My next favourite additions are
Green Peppercorns in Brine. I have
only been able to get these on the
internet, but they are gorgeous; firm,
not crunchy. Add a teaspoon or two to,

for example, mashed potato, when you
bite into one of these flavour ‘bombs’
you get a lovely citrussy spicy explo
sion. Add them to almost any sauce;
cheese sauce for macaroni, cauliflower,
even sprinkle on top of a pizza.
Other essential additions include
Worcester Sauce (the original is not
vegetarian, but Biona make a vegan
alternative).
Tabasco chilli sauce, but only a drop
or two!
Always add a spoonful of Piccalilli
to macaroni cheese, it counterbalances
the richness of the sauce with a
vinegary bite and the additional texture
of the pickled vegetables adds a lovely
crunch.

Pomegranate Molasses

A thick syrupy sauce that can be
drizzled over many dishes. A sweet,
salty and sharp sauce. Try over almost
any savoury dish.

Herbs

Essential additions I always have:
Parsley, Basil, Chives and Tarragon.
Most supermarkets sell these as potted
plants to keep on your windowsill,
however, repot into larger pots and
keep in the garden, they will last a
lot longer, and many (like chives) are
perennial.
Chillies are very easy to grow, and
usually have a prolific crop! To keep
some just use a needle and thread to
make a string of them, they dry very
well and are available all through the
year!

Komino rules
USING the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each
box contains one pair. A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side.

May Solution

For details to advertise your business
in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

I HOPE that you have enjoyed the
challenge of solving these Komino
puzzles.
These are similar to the ones that
I have published in my first book of
200 Komino Puzzles which is currently
available with 25% off the retail price
from my publishers (Troubador) for
£7.50 at www.kominopuzzle.com
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Emergency Services

Churches

Police, Ambulance
and Fire

999

Baptist Church, Office

Non-Emergency Fire

01223 376 217

St. Mary The Virgin

Non-Emergency Police 101
and Community Police
PC John Coppard
john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk
Healthcare and Council
Medical centre
Appointments
Out of hours

260 340
111

District nurses

08456 024 064

Age Concern

01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Halls for Hire
Ecohub
Everton Village Hall
Hatley St. George Village Hall
Methodist Chapel
St. Mary's Church
Social Club

Bell Ringers
Booklinks

Parish Council
650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Colin Smith
Vice-Chairman: TBA

Cafe Connect
Fridays 10.30am-12.30pm

0800 7873 247

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom
Hatley Parish Council 650 596
Clerk: Kim Wilde
parishclerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Margot Eagle
Politics
Member of Parliament 0207 219 3000
Anthony Browne
anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk
County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
650 510
Bridget Smith
03450 450 500
Monday-Saturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council
Hatley District Councillor 07885 774 775
Heather Williams
cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk
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651 519
650 112
650 587
650 052
650 779

Sarah Groom, Kate Laughame
651 226
manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
682 251
Kim Wilde
650 596
www.hatley.info
Parish Council
650 310
Lindy Gorton
650 581
Martin Hull
650 418

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests

Community car scheme 07519 493 701
Alison Baker

Faulty Street Lights

Church Office
Sally Graves
Rector: Hilary Young
ChurchWarden: Alec Hissett
Reader: Chris Miller

John Boocock
Kate Laugharne
Ann Kirby

650 736
651 226
651 134

Community Choir
Jan Cooper
East Beds Model Railway Society Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com
Friends of St Mary’s
Helen Miller
Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners Secretary: Mick Slimm
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Association (GAGA)
Membership Secretary: John Way
johnway803@gmail.com

650 178

Gamlingay Archaeological
Group (Gamarch)

650 009

Gamlingay Players
Gamlingay Walkers
Gardening Club
Guild of St. Mary's
History Society
Lacecaps
Ladybird Club
Music Club
Photographic Society
Potton and District Writers
Royal British Legion
Sandy and District Round Table

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
julialmanley@yahoo.com
Amy Lovat
lovatl@hotmail.com
Miriam and Phil Titchner
Lindy Gorton
Liz Huckle
Peter Wright
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com
Pat Brunsdon
Mrs C Watson
Geoff Bruerton
Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk
pottonwriters@gmail.com
Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough
Lee Packham Brown

677 390
650 650
650 114

07843 527 979
654 891
650 581
650 988

01480 385 351
650 707
650 748

651 982
651 070

Sir John Jacob's Almshouses
Trustees:

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Philip Gorton

St. Neots Model Railway Club

John Kneeshaw
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

Village Show

Ginny Jones
ginnyjones2021@outlook.com
Anne Clarke
Jean York

Women’s Institute

651 070
651 982
650 581

07813 629354

Care Services
Adult Health and
Social Service General
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care

0345 045 5202

651 932
650 367

Children’s Services

0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health

0345 045 5205

Learning Disability
Partnership/Sensory
Services

0345 045 5221

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group
Everton Preschool
Jelly Tots

Bridget Smith
Julie
Emma Radley
Natalie

650 510
07814 815 491
07156 027 150
691 477

Montessori

Mrs Pat Jenkins

650 645
07714 821 940

Rainbow Preschool

Lisa Burton

651 996

School
Gamlingay Primary

Cambridge County Council

650 208

Sports
651 020
650 035
651 020
651 785

General Community Services
Citizenship

0345 045 5155

Education Transport

0345 045 5208

Education Welfare
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries

0345 045 5200

Human Resources
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services
(includes automatic
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Bowls Club
Breeze Ladies Cycling
Football Club (Youth Teams)
Gamlingay Gym

Brian Culverhouse
Gill Kitchener
Chair: Brian Culverhouse

Gamlingay Netball Club

Gamlingaynetball@gmail.com

Girls Football – MUGA

Nancy Kyle
nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk

651 785

Online Payments
Support

0345 045 5211

Junior Football School
Tennis Club
Waresley Cricket Club

Brian Culverhouse
John Gray
Rod Kerr
waresleycc@hotmail.co.uk

651 020
654 165
07545 453 559

Streetscene
(Highways,Transport and
Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard

0345 045 5222

Trading Standards

0845 404 0506

Waste Management

0345 045 5207

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies
1st Gamlingay Rainbows
2nd Gamlingay Guides
Beavers
Explorers
Gamlingay Cubs
Gamlingay Scouts
Gransden Cubs
Pathfinder Scouts
Tinuwen Rangers
Youth Cafe
Youth Club

Jane Brown
Helen Brown
Benita Scott
Mark Harrision
Vacancy
Steve Palmer
Will Colebrook
Susan Jefferd
Mark Harrisson
Irene Gray
Lucy Rands
Lucy Rands

652 997
449 043
650 547
07979 102 568
651 532
07527 717 463
261 000
07979 102 568
651 212
07929 453 235
07929 453 235

Other Emergency Services
Power cuts
UK Power Networks

105

Water supply
Cambridge Water

01223 706 050

Surface flooding
Cambs County
Councill

0345 045 5200

Sewer flooding
Anglian Water

03457 145 145

Domestic gas
emergency

0800 111 999
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Right up
your street !
• Natural Gas & LPG
Boiler Installations

• Landlord Certificates

• Boiler Replacements

• Hot Water Cylinder
Installation

• Annual Boiler Servicing

YOUR LOCAL
BOILER INSTALLER
Call us today

07494 389 041

• System Powerflushing

• And More....

www.heatstreet.co.uk | info@heatstreet.co.uk
Contact: David Dennis at Heat Street, 5a King Street, Potton,
Bedfordshire SG19 2QT

For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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