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Go for the Show!

FOLLOWING on from the latest
information from the government,
the Gamlingay Show committee
is feeling optimistic that the show
will be able to go ahead this year.
Make a note of the date:
Saturday 18th September

The show aims to promote and support
local businesses and community groups.
Please contact any of the committee
if you would like to have a stall or be
involved. Full information is also on the
website.
The competitions will also go ahead but
this year we will be consolidating them
so that if the show has to be cancelled we
will still be able to view and judge entries
kerbside. For this reason the entry forms
will have an additional requirement for
your address.
We will be publishing the full list of
classes in next month’s Gazette and they
will also be on our website and on social
media.

your information sheets and you can then Fun Run
spend the weekend finding the locations This will go ahead using a virtual race
and collecting clues which will enable you format. Entry will be £2 for adults over
to solve the final riddle.
5k and £1 for children over 1k, if you
Please contact Steve Palmer on 12steve. would like a finisher’s medal. Entry
palmer@gmail.com or 07931 639 764
forms will be in the Co-Op and on the
for more information and entry forms.
show website from May and your run
Bee-friendly plant growing
Entry is free but it would be helpful for
needs to take place before 11th July. We
us to know how many people to expect
competition for children
will publish a suggested course for each
on each day for registration so we can
distance with the entry form. Medals will
Kindly supported and sponsored by
be presented on the 18th September at the
Waresley Garden Centre. If your children manage within Covid restrictions.
Village Show. Looking forward to seeing
have not yet entered this and would like Scarecrow Weekend:
you all out and about over the summer
to, please contact us on gamlingayshow@
th
th
and photographs of your run.
hotmail.com or 07813 629 354. Sowing 17 -18 July
We are looking forward to seeing some
As ever we are very grateful to all our
of the seeds is recommended between
sponsors, helpers, and participants in the
April and mid May – so right about now! crazy and funny scarecrows again this
year. Entry for this competition will open show. Please feel free to contact any of us
1st June and entry forms will be available if you have any ideas of what you would
Scavenger Hunt: 1st-3rd May
on our website and at the usual points
like to see and any help you would like to
Entry forms are now available in the
around the village.
offer.
Co-Op and on the website.
We will have registration at two start
times: Saturday 1st May and Sunday 2nd
Ginny Jones, 07813 629 354, ginnyjones2021@outlook.com
May between 11:00am and midday from
Chair: Ginny Jones; Vice Chair: Jayne Dawkins; Treasurer: Victoria Critchlow
a location to be confirmed … so watch
Secretary: Peter Condon; Show Logistics: Steve Palmer; Social Media: Lee Deason
this space! At registration you will receive
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Submission of articles and images
The Gamlingay Gazette is an independent publication that aims to inform people living
in and around Gamlingay of events of interest and is funded solely by advertising.
We welcome contributions from people, both articles and pictures.
Please note that the editor reserves the right to edit any article submitted for
publication for style, length and accuracy purposes.
For photographs, when submitting an image, please state who took or owns it so that
we can credit their copyright.
Every care is taken to ensure accuracy of items.
Views expressed do not necessarily represent the views of The Gazette Committee.
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Next edition deadlines:
May issue:
Friday, 2nd April
June Issue:
Monday, 3rd May

Community
Car Scheme

Gamlingay car scheme provides low
cost transport for residents who
would otherwise find it difficult to
get to medical appointments.
It is currently operating under strict
conditions, with only one passenger
being carried, and they must be able
to fasten their own seat belt.
For further details call

07519 493701

Reopen the Gym, tackle obesity

WHILST the pandemic is demanding
a great deal of everyone’s attention,
simultaneously at the back of our
minds we all hold on to thoughts of a
rosier future and we look forward to
returning to some sort of normality.
For people in Gamlingay one of their
increasingly urgent concerns is when
we will get our gym back. Readers
may recall Cam Academy Trust saying,
after locking down the gym since the
spring of 2020, they intended to close
it in October, sparking an outcry. (See
The Gazette January/February issue.)
Bearing in mind the government’s
intent that gyms should open on
12th April the Gazette wrote to Cam
Academy Trust asking for an update.
We also asked whether the consultant’s
report, produced before Christmas
2020, validated CAT’s two key
assertions that the Fitness Centre
should close due to safeguarding and
finance issues.
Here’s what CAT had to say in a
response on 24th February:

“We can confirm that the Trust is
in significant ongoing constructive
conversation with officers from
South Cambs. District Council to
pursue and confirm the best
possible ways forward. The Trust
has been and are responding to all
relevant questions raised by the
officers.”

The Gazette makes no apology for
associating the following news item with
the importance of reopening the gym.
Gamlingay gym was the top performing
facility in South Cambridgeshire
operating the Health and Fitness 4 All
scheme, which provides a reduced price,
tailored and supervised exercise regime
for participants. Ask your GP about it.
Last month came the news that
deaths from Coronavirus are ten
times higher in countries where
more than half the population is
overweight, with the UK ranked
among the worst affected
countries.

90% of Covid deaths
are in countries
with high levels of
obesity
Analysis by the World Obesity
Federation (WOF) shows a link
between those countries that have
suffered worse in the pandemic and
those where obesity is a particular
problem.
The UK is ranked fourth in the
world for its obesity rate and has

recorded the third highest Covid
death rate in the world.
The WOF believes hundreds of
thousands of deaths could have been
avoided if countries had done more to

UK ranked fourth in the
world for obesity
reduce obesity among their popula
tions, with nine in ten Covid-19 deaths
occurring in countries with high levels
of obesity.
According to government scientists
age is the single biggest risk factor
for death and severe disease from
Covid-19 but obesity is one of a
number of underlying conditions that
is known to increase the chances of a
patient having a more severe infection
or dying.
South Cambs. District Council
website’s health and wellbeing section
has some recommendations for an
exercise regime especially useful for
those who are seriously out of shape.

We note CAT chose not to answer
our question about their rationale for
closing the gym. We asked Cllr.
Bridget Smith of SCDC for comment,
but she was unable to due to the
delicate state of discussions.
The increasingly chunky and wheezy
residents of Gamlingay look forward to
a timely and successful outcome of
negotiations.
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Grow Gamlingay
BY NOW a copy of the Tree Trail
leaflet should be on its way to you,
or you can download it. We hope
you can enjoy some local leisure time
getting to know all the wonderful
trees we have around Gamlingay and
visit them as they change through the
seasons.
We have identified a variety of
species dotted about the parish which
can be visited on one long walk or
one or two at a time as you prefer.
The leaflet includes some key ways
to identify each tree, a map and their
location using what3words. Further
information about the trees will
be posted on the Grow Gamlingay
Facebook and Instagram pages over
time.
Remember to stick to the paths,
‘Leave nothing but footprints’ and to
follow the Countryside Code.
Over the course of the last year
whilst researching for the Tree Trail,
we have had the pleasure of visiting
the chosen trees and hedgerow plants
at different times. There is something
to see in every season; the glorious
autumn colour of the Oak, the purple
of the Copper Beech’s leaves in early
summer and the white, patchwork
bark and sky-reaching branches of the
Silver Birch in winter.

“There is one good thing about this
world...There are always sure to be more
springs.”
L M Montgomery
Hopefully, as you read this, spring
is here and the blossom is out on
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its creamy flowers and pink tipped
anthers.
Blackthorn
At this time of year, along the Park
Lane part of the Clopton Way, you
will find the dark, thorny stems and
tiny, white flowers with bright green
inners of Blackthorn. By autumn these
blossoms become the bitter, blue-black
berries known as sloes.

the trees and hedgerows around
Gamlingay. In the Log Field you will
find the blousy, pale pink blossoms
of the apple trees, various varieties
perhaps from a forgotten orchard.
Down by Millbrook you might find
the fluffy, yellow catkins of the
Willow trees. Later in the month the
Hawthorn blossom will emerge with

Species Support – Blackthorn or
Prunus spinosa can live for 100 years
and was commonly planted along field
boundaries as a strong, protective
hedge for livestock pasture. Its early
blossoms are much welcomed by bees.
Its leaves are a food source for moth
caterpillars including the Lackey
Magpie and Swallow-tailed. Butterfly
caterpillars can also be found, such
as the Black and Brown Hairstreak.
Small birds will nest in Blackthorn’s
protective branches which also
provides a good larder of caterpillars
and sloes.
English Folklore – The Blackthorn is
heavily entwined in English folklore.
A crown of its branches woven with
Hawthorn traditionally topped the
Maypole. At New Year it was burnt as
a fire charm and the ashes scattered
on the fields for fertility. Branches of
Blackthorn were offered to the Apple
trees during the ritual of Wassailing
when the orchards were sung to, to
ensure a good harvest in the coming
year.
Keep up to date with the Grow
Gamlingay project at:
Instagram – growgamlingay
Facebook – Grow Gamlingay

2021-2022

Budget and precept
The impact of Covid on Gamlingay Parish Council
GAMLINGAY Parish Council has continued to function throughout
the pandemic. Following government guidelines, all meetings since
March 2020 have been held virtually and all staff who are able to do
so have been working from home. Some additional costs have been
incurred, for example for IT equipment and software to assist with
home working, PPE equipment and cleaning materials and there
has been some loss of rental income due to lockdown restrictions.
The Parish Council has received grants from South Cambridgeshire
District Council to help cover these costs and losses.
Virtual meetings generally work very well, and the vast majority of
councillors have continued to attend regularly. Members of the public
periodically attend meetings, as they did when Council met in person.
The budget for 2021-2022 was discussed by Council in December
2020. A precept of £206,000 was agreed. There is no increase on the
amount charged per household. A full breakdown of the budget can be
found on our website: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Minutes of meetings throughout the year are published on our
website and are a record of what was discussed and resolved, such as:
• Grass cutting contract – reviewed and renewed, with suggestions
for enhanced consideration to be given to biodiversity and
encouragement of wildflowers taken on board
• Playground and recreation spaces – safety inspections have been
carried out, maintenance work arranged, and new equipment
installed.
• Speed monitoring signs – purchased and installed. Solar studs –
installed on the cycle path to the Village Primary.
• As a burial authority, the Council manages two cemeteries –
Stocks Lane and St Mary’s. Funeral arrangements have been made
and maintenance work undertaken.
• Grants have been made to the Royal British Legion,
Cambridgeshire Search and Rescue, Magpas, Gamlingay WI and
the Gamlingay Coronavirus Support Group.
• Gamlingay Guardians has been set up with help from a grant
from South Cambs. District Council. This is a paid membership
scheme which the Council hopes will help those residents who
need a bit of extra support beyond the current pandemic.
• Work on the Neighbourhood Plan continues.
• Consultations such as the one about Luton aircraft holding
patterns have been discussed and responded to.
At the time of writing, it is not known when the Council will be
able to return to normal meetings or open the office to the public,
but councillors would like to thank residents for complying with the
various restrictions imposed due to the pandemic and hope that things
will be back to normal as soon as possible.
Thank you and keep safe!

For details to advertise your
business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@
gamlingaygazette.uk

April 2021 | 5

Hello from the Hub

We declare the Eco Hub
(nearly!) open…
…keep an eye on our
website or Facebook
page for up-to-date
news on our phased
re-opening
TRYING to keep a lid on too much
hope here, but at the time of writing
(early March) it looks like we could be
opening the Hub again from 17th May.
How ‘open’ we are to all activities
remains unclear, but if we are lucky,
we could be back to full strength
around a month to six weeks later.
However, if the last year has taught
us anything, it’s to ‘wait and see’ so we
have to be patient for a while longer!
It’s likely that the first users back
will be activities involving younger
children or support groups, anything
educational or business related,
and anything that can operate with
social distancing in place. This will,
hopefully, mean that we can start to
operate the Connect Café, as well as
see some of our regular classes like
ballet and karate resuming.
While the two managers are still
working from home, we are very
happy to discuss future bookings with
you and are already starting to get
enquiries about weddings and parties.
So if you have something in mind,
there is no reason not to check our
availability, and even book something,
without penalty, if you have to
postpone or cancel due to a resurgence
in the virus.
But as spring approaches, and we all
feel a little better about life in general,
let’s hope we can look forward to a
brighter future, not too far away!
In the meantime, don’t forget that
we can offer all community groups and
small businesses the chance to meet
online using our Zoom account – it’s
really easy and free to use, just contact
us on email for more information.
With all best wishes
The Eco Hub Team

6

| April 2021

Courtesy of Elite Business Magazine

A new member of the team required
THE Hub Trustees are looking for a
new minute taker for their meetings
which occur once a month for about
two hours on a Monday evening.
They need someone with good
listening and writing skills to follow
the discussions, take notes and type
them up to form the minutes of the
meeting, check and distribute the
minutes by email, and create the
agenda for the next meeting.

You need to be well organised,
efficient and comfortable with Zoom
at home (until meetings start again
in person).
This is a paid position.
If you are interested, please email:
manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
with a little information about
yourself, and why you would be
suitable for the position.

Our Facebook page, Twitter feed and website have all the latest on
What's On.
Email is the best way to get hold of us for now as the managers are often
working at home, or you can leave a message on our ansaphone.
We are Sarah and Kate (joint managers) supported by Jake and Tony.
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk | phone: 01767 651 226
email: manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
Facebook/Twitter: Gamlingay Eco Hub
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Due to the Covid-19 pandemic
and continuing government
restrictions, all meetings are
currently being held online.
Please visit our website for
updates.
Easter Services - online
Maundy Thursday 1st April 7:30pm
Communion service
Good Friday 2nd April 10:00am
Reflective Worship service
Easter Sunday 4th April 10:45am
Celebration Worship
Sunday Service
Now live-streamed every Sunday on
www.gbchurch.org.uk/latest-talks
Hymnal Praise at 10:00am
Worship Service at 10:45am
(Children’s resources available online)
GBC Youth group
resources
Every Sunday at 10:45am on
www.gbchurch.org.uk/youth
Small groups
Virtual meeting every week via zoom.
Get in touch with
office@gbchurch.org.uk
for more information.
Ladies’ Brunch
Meeting together via Zoom
Saturday 17th April 2021
9:30am to 11:00am

Quiz Night

via Zoom – everyone welcome
Friday 9th April at 7:00pm
Email abi@gbchurch.org.uk
for sign up sheet and Zoom details
For more details please contact
the office on 651 519 or email
office@gbchurch.org.uk
Please consider following us on
social media to keep updated
with all our events:
Facebook.com/
GamlingayBaptistChurch
8

| April 2021

Message for April
“If you can’t feed 100 people, then feed just one.”

– Mother Teresa

As you sit and read this, there is a
possibility that we are further down
the pathway out of lockdown, though
to what level it is not yet clear. These
lockdowns have seen so much change in
our lives, our societies, and homes. We
too, have seen changes in church, which
has led the building to be closed for
quite some time now. However, we have
repeatedly been saying the building may
be closed but the church is not. In fact,
the church has left the building.
There have been so many things that
we have been mobilised into which are
very exciting. As you know, we are
excited to welcome you back into The
Backroom Café in due course (Mondays
8:30am to 3:00pm). We are though,
expanding our work in the Café, to
include Renew at the Backroom, a
wellbeing café that will be running
once a week. This will be a space where
it is ok to not be ok. We have a team
preparing and training for this space,
and we’ll be working in partnership
with many organisations across the
board. There will be more information
about that in future.
Something else I am very excited
to share with you is the launch of The
Gamlingay Food Project in partnership
with our brothers and sisters at St
Mary’s Church. With great thanks to
the Almshouse Trustees we are able
to base the project at the Almshouse
Chapel. The Gamlingay Food Project
will be home to the Need Project Hub
as well as a brand new Community
Fridge.
The Need Project Hub will be one
central location for all food donations,
so that we can refer and deliver weekly
food parcels to all those in need in our
village and surrounding areas.
The Community Fridge will be
just that, a fridge, for anyone in the
community to come and get some tasty
treats that would have been ‘wasted’
otherwise, helping to reduce food

waste. We are excited to be working
alongside the local Co-Op as well as
continuing our work with M&S through
connections with Lucy Rands.
The bible teaches us a lot about being
able to provide food for those in need
as well as teaching us a lot about the
importance of community around
the table. As churches together, we
are excited to be able to further work
together in feeding our village. There
is a great team of volunteers already
signed up, but we are always up for
having more people join us in serving
the community. To find out more about
the project, or to volunteer, please email
admin@gamlingayfoodproject.org.
As lockdown further eases, I look
forward to being able to see you all
more often, to welcome you back into
church for services, welcome you back
into the Backroom Café, perhaps see
you at our Renew Wellbeing Café
sessions, or down at The Gamlingay
Food Hub, or simply on a walk around
the village.
It is clear there is much to look
forward to, but I am not naïve enough
to think that there aren’t many of us
still struggling for many reasons. Let me
just remind you, if you or someone you
know is struggling, and fancy a chat,
you can always reach out, I would love
to hear from you.
There are many ways to connect
with us, online, via services, the cafe
(hopefully soon), coffee chats, small
groups, prayer groups, and simply
around the village.
Do get in touch, it’s always a joy to
hear from you.
Many blessings,
Rev Adrian Semerene
Lead Pastor, Gamlingay Baptist Church
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk
07472 350 860
Twitter: @asemerene
Insta: @asemerene

Gamlingay
Food
Project

THIS is an initiative to bring together
the provision of food for those in
need in the village, Adrian for the
Baptist church and Hilary for the
Anglican Church are heading up this
collaboration between the churches.
It is not replacing anything that is
already happening, rather offering
a single point where existing
initiatives can be linked more locally,
where that can help, and added to

where there may be gaps. Until an
announcement is made, St Neots
Food Bank, the Need project (based
in Stotfold ) and the Covid Support
group continue to operate as they
have done, please continue to support
as you have already been doing,
with donations such as those Harriet
Gould is collecting. These will
continue to be providing for people
in the villages.
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St. Mary’s Letter for April
Dear Friends,

AS I write, halfway through Lent,
Mothering (refreshment) Sunday*
approaches, with Holy Week and
Easter on the way at the beginning of
April. Look out for our Newsletters
and on Social Media for more detailed
information on exactly what is
happening in the parishes for Easter
Day and the week leading up to it.
We very much hope to be together in
church on Easter Day at the very least,
we fully expect the churches will be
open and decorated for the festival on
the Saturday, but will be following
government and church advice and
guidelines to keep one another safe.
Irrespective of what we are able to do
in person, we will be continuing to
provide on-line access to all our acts of
worship; links are available on request
and in our Newsletter.
Easter – the great central feast
for Christians –celebrating Jesus’
resurrection from the dead after being
shamefully treated and put to death –
is going to be special this year, having
been locked out of our churches last
year.
I often hear from church people

10
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about one another, and from those
outside the churches of those inside,
that some behaviour ‘isn’t very
Christian’. Sad to say, indeed it isn’t at
times. The statement is either followed
by condemnation and dismissal, when
made about someone else, or of the
speaker themselves, the excuse ‘but
it’s human nature’ or ‘I can’t help it,
that’s me’. As Gandhi said once – it is
not that Christianity has been tried and
failed, it is that it has not been tried.
‘Human nature’ is capable of the
wonderful and the terrible, even within
the same person, and Jesus came to
enable us to be the wonderful – not just
to tell us to do it, but to show us what
‘wonderful’ looks like and to make that
possible for everyone who so chooses.
When we focus on the teachings
of Jesus, and even more importantly,
when we allow God’s Holy Spirit to
work in us, THAT is when Christianity
functions. Jesus was opposed in his
time, and still is today, by organised
religion gone wrong, by political
expediency and by the desire for
worldly power. His Kingdom ‘not
of this world’ turns all our worldly
values on their heads, and it is living
in that place of being ‘in the world but
not of the world’ that Christians are
called to. It is a tough calling, costing
‘not less than everything’ – though it
comes for free. When we live in that
place of light, by the values of hope,
truth, justice and peace, we have that
‘fullness of life’ that Jesus promises and
which is his gift. So let’s be kind to one
another in our seeking after that gift,
and when we find it, let us feel able to
share it – for it’s one of those gifts that
goes on giving.
One of the great positives to emerge
during this last Covid year has been
a closer partnership between the two
Christian Church denominations in
our village. We are choosing to make
the effort not to do apart what we can
do better together, recognising our

common purpose in receiving and
sharing the love of God in Jesus Christ.
So watch this space, and do join in; our
efforts are not for ourselves but for the
wider community, recognising that
God is at work outside the churches,
and that together we can do so much
more than individually.
Gamlingay Food Project is a named
initiative we pray God’s blessing on that
work to bring together food provision
in our community. See elsewhere for
more details. THANK YOU those who
have already volunteered, we hope to
be running at some level by the time
you read this, do join in though, it’s not
too late.
This Lent some members of our
Anglican churches have joined in
looking at Prayer and Listening to
God – this prayer I shared was one
that appeared as a favourite, in slightly
extended form:
Lord grant to me:
the courage to change the things
I can change,
the grace to accept the things I
cannot change,
and the wisdom to know the
difference. Amen
May God bless us all in seeking
him, love from Hilary.

* Mothering Sunday in the UK has become
Mother’s Day as well. In America and
some other countries Mother’s Day is a
different (fixed) date – the second Sunday
in May and is particularly and only about
giving thanks for and to mothers.
Mothering Sunday in church tradition
is always the fourth Sunday in Lent,
three Sundays before Easter Day, so the
date varies depending on when Easter
falls. Although the Church tradition on
Mothering Sunday includes mothers
and their care for us, it goes beyond,
providing a welcome break to the Lent
fast and celebrating God’s care for us
which we usually experience first through
our parents, but in many other ways too,
whatever the truth of our parenting.

I don’t want hugs!

THE pandemic means that everyone
is missing the closeness of friends and
relatives, the handshakes and hugs.
Everyone except me that is. While
most people might be fantasising about
some sort of group hug-in to celebrate
the end of our fears of infection, the
thought fills me with horror.
Modern communication means that
we have become increasingly familiar
with all sorts of professional jargon.
Many people will have heard of the
“fight or flight” reflex, part of our
prehistoric survival skill set, which
still exists in us today. It’s about our
automatic response to danger and
threat; we either tackle it head on or
run away from it. But there’s a third
“F” in that mix of automatic responses;
“freeze”. Most of us can recollect being
frozen by fear, if not in reality at least in
our dreams, the place where we often
rehearse life.
For most people the three F’s are
normally felt in a relatively minor
way. But in some cases, which the
psychologists believe is usually
rooted in a previous trauma, the
self-preservation reflex is a lot closer
to the surface, generating feelings of
great panic. In particular, if infants have
been in situations of deep fear their
three-F programming can become an
inescapable and demanding part of their
regular adult life. The effect of this is
that in circumstances which seem quite
innocuous to everybody else, the victim

in the playground, so they devised a
system where I’d go round with the
school secretary as she handed out the
registers to the class teachers. In the
classroom itself I always sat in the front
row, the seat nearest the door. It meant
I could mentally ignore the mass of
other pupils in the class and knew that
if I needed to bolt there was nothing
between me and my escape route.
It is still much the same now I’m an
adult. If someone approaches me too
fast I become tense, and if they get
within five or six feet of me and look
as if they are still coming on then I’ll
either shout at them to stay away from
of these primal fears will have their
me (I have been known to actually hit
self-preservation instinct triggered,
them!) or I’ll run away or, worst case
often to the surprise of the people
for me, I will stand rigidly, arms by my
around them.
side, unable to move because of the fear
I don’t know what exactly made me that is gripping me.
a 3-F. My mother says she can recall
You might think it strange, or perhaps
nothing in my birth or very early
even funny, but if I am triggered in
childhood that might have caused it.
that way, it pushes me into an anxiety
ridden depression and period of
I’d hide myself in the Wendy
emotional confusion that will last
house and if any other kid
several days.
came near I’d bop them with
Social distancing has been a god-send
the spade.
for me, because people don’t get too
My earliest memories of it are from close, and I dread the day they think it
nursery school where I’d hide myself in is alright to waltz up and try to hug me
again.
the Wendy house and if any other kid
came near I’d bop them with the plastic Name supplied
spade I kept to hand.
The author is not a doctor or professional
At primary school at the start of
advisor. Anyone with similar concerns
the day I’d do a runner if I had to
should consult their GP in the first instance.
mix in with the unmanaged melee

Gamlingay & District Gardening Club
May Plant Sale

Due to the current circumstances and
government guidelines we will not be
holding our annual Plant Sale in May
this year.
The Committee are sad to make this
announcement as it is such a wonderful
event for the village however we look
forward to lots of plant offerings in May
2022!
Meetings for 2021

The Committee has decided to move
forward with caution due to our
valuable members and the age groups
they encompass.
We will, however, keep the situation
under a constant review and, with fair
weather, a vaccine jab and the removal
of Covid-19 guidelines, hopefully

resume our fantastic monthly meetings
again in the near future. Watch this
space for new information.
Evening Outing

We are in the process of arranging a
private evening visit to a Red Cross
Open Garden in September; we will
contact all members well in advance
for interest and participation. This will
comply with guidelines in place at time
of booking.

and receive future updates on the
development of the club please contact
Marcia Kaye, 01767 651 252.
You can also follow Gamlingay
Gardeners and/or Potton Gardeners
Facebook pages for information on
gardening as well as news on Gamlingay
& District Gardening Club.
The Committee would like to thank
everyone for their continued support.

Newsletter

We continue to publish a monthly
newsletter full of useful gardening
information, local gardening history
and art which we know many of our
members really appreciate.
If you would like to receive a copy
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Sextortion scams surge
during pandemic
IN January this year, Avast threat
researchers blocked over 500,000 attack
attempts from cybercriminals claiming
to have recorded videos of unsuspecting
victims during private moments online.
These attacks, known as sextortion
scams, attempt to blackmail victims
by threatening to make these apparent
recordings public unless a payment is
made to the scammer. Avast threat labs
researchers advise people to stay calm
and ignore sextortion emails instead of
reacting to them, as they usually are
fake claims.
Cybercriminals have been using the
increase in video conferencing services
during the Covid-19 pandemic to
validate their false claims and provoke a
reaction from the victim. The fraudsters
allege to have taken advantage of critical
vulnerabilities in the Zoom application,
allowing them to access a user’s device

Latest PCSO
Report for
Gamlingay
12/01/21
The Cinques, criminal damage to a
vehicle, car had three tyres slashed.
09/02/21
The Heath, theft of various items,
offenders gained access over a fence.
12/02/21
Mill Street, criminal damage, youths
damaged fence.
If you are a user of Facebook why
not sign up to the Police Facebook
page?
It’s called Policing South
Cambridgeshire and is the best
place to hear about any arrests
and warrants and to get a good
understanding of the kind of work
and vast area the police cover.
The more eyes on and ears on the
street the better. With more people
at home these days we would like to
get more information coming in that
we can work with.
Don’t forget to ring 101 or
report on-line if you see anything
suspicious, and 999 if a crime is
being committed.
Lindsay Gardiner PCSO
12
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and camera. It is important to note
that Avast has not found any actual
vulnerabilities in the Zoom application.
“Sextortion scams are dangerous and
unsettling, and can even have tragic
consequences resulting in the suicide
of affected users. During the Covid-19
pandemic cybercriminals likely see
a strong opportunity for success as
people spend more time using video
conference applications and in front
of their computer overall,” said Marek
Beno, malware analyst at Avast. “As
scary as such emails may sound, we urge
people to stay calm if they receive such a
message in their inbox and ignore it, as
it is just a dirty trick that cybercriminals
use to try to get your money.”
Another common sextortion
campaign identified by Avast is an email
in which the attackers claim a Trojan
was installed on the recipient’s machine,
which has recorded their actions with a
microphone and webcam, and extracted
all data from their devices including
chats, social media and contacts. A
ransom is demanded and often includes
a note about a fake “timer” that started
when the email was received in order to
set a ransom deadline. This campaign is
also fake and uses social engineering to
coerce people into paying.
Staying safe from email scams
It is almost impossible to keep up with
the variety of fraudulent emails that are
increasingly appearing on our computer
screens and smartphones. However,
by taking your time and following
the simple steps below you can better
protect yourself from falling victim to
attempted email fraud.
Top Tips
• Create a separate password for your
email accounts
• Make sure you have strong passwords
with random words and change these
regularly.
• Install two-factor authentication
(2FA) for your email accounts. This is
an additional process to secure your
account.

• Ensure you always have internet
security software loaded on
computers and update to new versions
immediately.
• Don’t assume that Wi-Fi hotspots in
places like cafes and hotels are secure.
Never use them when you’re doing
anything confidential online, like
banking.
• Use 3G or 4G.
• Never reveal too much personal or
financial information (such as in
emails, on social networking and
dating sites). You never know who
might see it or use it.
• Always consider that online or on the
phone, people aren’t always who they
claim to be. Fake emails and phone
calls are a favourite way for fraudsters
to approach their victims.
• Don’t click on links or open attach
ments if the source isn’t 100% known
and trustworthy, or it seems strange
that you’d be receiving them.
• Always access internet banking sites
by typing the bank’s address into your
web browser.
• Never pay for anything by direct bank
transfer unless it’s to someone you
know personally and is reputable.
• Never respond to emails, texts, letters
or social media that look suspicious,
including messages with bad spelling
or grammar.
• Be cautious when going to a website
from a link in an email and then enter
personal details – the email could be
fraudulent.
• If someone you’ve never met in
person asks you for money, that should
be a red flag. Tell them you’re not
interested and stop all contact.
• When shopping online always sign
up to American Express SafeKey,
Verified by Visa and MasterCard
SecureCode so look for the padlock
or unbroken key symbol when you
first visit a site.
• Where possible make your purchase
with a credit card or via a credible
online payment system (such as
PayPal) which protects you in the
event of fraud.
• If you are at all suspicious, heed your
instincts! You are most probably right
to be concerned.

Further actions you can take to
keep safe:
• Look after your mobile devices.
Don’t leave them unattended in public Report all emails that you believe
to be fraudulent to: report@
places, and protect them with a PIN
phishing.gov.uk.
or passcode.

Personal information?
Keep it to yourself!
SCAMMERS are targeting the public
many call centres were suddenly closed
by telephone scam, says the Chartered as a result of restrictions imposed by
Trading Standards Institute (CTSI).
governments, 10% of calls received by
The scam involves a caller claiming
trueCall devices were scam or nuisance
to be from, say, BT Openreach, who
calls. By October 2020, this figure
states that there are issues with your
had risen to 35%, taking numbers of
internet connection and that they
nuisance calls back up to levels last
need to gain access to your computer seen before the pandemic.
to perform tests and fix it. The caller
Meanwhile, the software firm
asks you, their target, to download an Mimecast has reported a phishing
application called Teamviewer, enabling campaign that is impersonating the
them to gain remote access to your
NHS and using vaccinations as bait
computer. Giving such access places
to lure victims and obtain personal
the target in a hazardous situation,
information. The email tells recipients
especially if the computer contains
that they have been selected for
personal details, such as banking user
a vaccine based upon their family
names and passwords.
genetics and medical history, and then
Katherine Hart, a Lead Officer at
asks for personal information including
CTSI, said: “The pandemic lockdown
name, date of birth, and credit card
has led to record numbers of home
details – all useful data for criminals.
workers, corresponding to a surge
Carl Wearn, head of e-crime at
in internet use both in the UK and
Mimecast, said: “The pandemic has
the wider world. I am
led to organised crime
…never open
concerned that this
having to find new ways of
unsolicited email making money and this is a
kind of scam could
catch people off guard;
perfect example of this. By
attachments
indeed, I know of two
using something as emotive
individuals targeted by it this month.
and important as vaccinations, these
“Since the first lockdown last March, criminals hope to prey on the public’s
fraud networks have used the pandemic eagerness to get vaccinated. This
as an opportunity to ruin people’s lives campaign looks to steal both personal
further, and I have warned the public
and financial information, which can
about this at every step. We should not then be used in future attacks or even
merely ignore it – we must report all sold on the dark web. At Mimecast, we
instances of scams as this provides vital have seen a rise in campaigns like this
intelligence for the authorities.
one during the pandemic, with many
“Do not be mistaken that scammers adapting to fit news stories at the time.
only use the BT brand – they hijack
The majority of online scams rely
all kinds of internet provider brands
on some form of human error, as it
to conceal their real intent. I ask the
is far easier to compromise a single
public to remain vigilant and take
user than a whole system. Criminals
five minutes to think about this kind
know this well and are continuing to
of communication. Doing this could
exploit the human factor by tailoring
mean the difference between keeping scams to target current events and
your assets safe or further trouble in
the fears of their victims. Coronavirus
what is an unprecedented period of
is a perfect example of this tailoring
difficulties.”
and we have seen scams purporting
Meanwhile the media regulator
to be from the WHO, the NHS,
Ofcom reports that the pandemic
HMRC and even airlines offering
lockdown has led to a record surge in refunds. Cybercriminals are clever
internet usage in the UK. Other scams and continuously adapting their
seek to take advantage of the pandemic tactics. Don’t click on suspicious links
on the doorstep, through email, and
and never open unexpected email
text messages.
attachments. If you’re concerned
National Trading Standards has said
about whether a vaccine information
that scam and nuisance phone calls
is legitimate, call your GP or take
have returned to levels seen before the an independent route to check the
first lockdown. In April 2020, when
website.”

Tempted by
Bitcoin offer?
We’re warning the public to be vigilant
of unsolicited emails promoting
cryptocurrency (Bitcoin) investment
opportunities.
We’ve received many hundreds
of reports about Bitcoin-related
phishing emails that use fake celebrity
endorsements to try and lure victims
into investment scams. The links in the
emails lead to fraudulent websites that
are designed to steal your money, as well
as personal and financial information.
How you can protect yourself:
• Investment opportunities: Don’t
be rushed into making an investment.
Remember, legitimate organisations
will never pressure you into making a
transaction on the spot.
• Seek advice first: Speak with a
trusted friend or family members, and
seek independent professional advice
before making significant financial
decisions.
• FCA register: Use the Financial
Conduct Authority’s (FCA) register to
check if the company is regulated by
the FCA. If you deal with a firm (or
individual) that isn’t regulated, you
may not be covered by the Financial
Ombudsman Service (FOS) if things
go wrong and you lose your money.
• For more information about how
to invest safely, please visit:
https://www.fca.org.uk/scamsmart
• Report suspicious emails: If you
have received an email which you’re
not quite sure about, you can report
it to the Suspicious Email Reporting
Service by forwarding the email to –
report@phishing.gov.uk
To see examples of the Bitcoin-related
phishing emails that have been reported
to us, follow Action Fraud on Twitter or
Facebook.
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Gamlingay Lockdown Quiz
THE Lockdown Quiz was first staged
almost a year ago. Which means by the
end of this month we will have held
48 quizzes. Each has 11 rounds of five
questions. So between us we’ve come
up with over 2,600 questions!
Of course it’s not the same as sitting
down in a hall, a pub, or someone’s
house to share a bit of fun, but in this
changed world we find ourselves in,
it’s the next best thing, with the benefit
that the refreshments at home are of
your own choice, and cheaper. Like
everyone else we look forward to
being able to meet in person later this
year, suitably distanced of course.
Winning isn’t the aim of the quiz,
it isn’t even the competing, it’s the
opportunity to meet and mix with
friends old and new – many of us
didn’t know each other when we
started this.
Here is a selection of some of our
questions. As a guide, scores tend
to range from about 20 to 37 – we
certainly aren’t geniuses!
Anyone is welcome to join use for
The Lockdown Quiz. It takes place
on Monday evenings from 8:00pm and
lasts for about an hour and a quarter.
Players can take part as individuals, as
household teams or as virtual teams.
To play you will need a smart phone
or computer and we do it via the free
Zoom “app”. Go onto FaceBook and
join the Gamlingay Lockdown Quiz
group and take it from there.
If you would like to give it a try but
aren’t too sure how to get started,
contact Keith Warburton at keith.
warburton@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

14
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1. What are these “ologies” the study of:
Seismology, Podology, Horology, Cartology,
Cryptology?
2. How old was the Queen when she was
crowned?
3. When was Prince Charles invested as
Prince of Wales?
4. What title did the Queen give to Princess
Anne in 1987?
5. In which branch of the armed services did
Prince Andrew serve?
6. Which organisation has Prince Edward
taken over from his father?
7. Many people use devices made by Apple.
Name one of the founders of Apple.
8. Where is the northernmost habitation
in the British Isles (village name = 1 point,
general location ½ point).
9. Name five countries that drive on the LH
side of the road, (must get five correct to
score 1 point, 3 correct scores ½ point.
10. The Hindustan Ambassador car
known as The King of Indian roads, was
in production from 1958 - 2014. What
was it before it became the Hindustan
Ambassador?
11. What is Portcullis House in London
12. The union flag is sometimes referred to
as the union jack. But in that context, define
what a “jack” is.
13. Some people believe that the 5G
phone network is responsible to spreading
Covid-19. What does the “G” stand for?
14. He was born in Russia, emigrated
to USA in 1914 and was responsible for
enhancing the on-screen looks of leading
ladies such as Ava Gardner, Jean Harlow,
Marlene Dietrich. He himself won an
Oscar for his work. What was his name?
(I guarantee you know it!)
15. Walking, Binding and Zipper are all
types of what?
16. Caffeine, cluster and exertion are all
types of what?
17. Covid is coronavirus infectious disease.
What is a Corvid?
18. Name the songs with the opening lines:
“Oh give me land, lots of land…”
“I wrote my father, I wrote my mother...”
19. The M1 was the first full length
motorway, when was it opened?
20.What is the UK’s longest motorway ?
21. What is described as a part-song
for several voices, especially one of the
Renaissance period, typically unaccom
panied, and arranged in elaborate
counterpoint?
Alternatively, what is the name of the
Landlady in Amistead Maupin’s Tales of the
City, she’s Mrs…?
22. Name three parts of a horse’s bridle.
23. In BE or British eventing what are the
three disciplines?

Answers on page 29
24. Les Miserables,
the musical by
Schonberg and Boublil
was based on the 1862
novel of the same
name by which French
poet and novelist?
25. Cats the musical
was composed
by Andrew Lloyd
Webber. Who wrote
Old Possums Book
of Practical cats on
which it was based?
26. What is the full name of the wife of
the lawyer who successfully defended
The Penge Bungalow Murders. First and
second name – half a point if you get it
right. Another half point if you can give her
soubriquet, the name by which her husband
referred to her – but never to her face.
27. Do male bees sting?
28. What is the most popular Ben and
Jerry’s ice cream flavour?
29. Which Father and Daughter Had a
Number One hit with “Somethin’ Stupid”?
30. What physical features do chaffinches
and bullfinches have in common?
31. How many Teletubbies are there?
32. In the TV series Starsky and Hutch, who
played Starsky?
33. Which island is situated between
Sumatra and Bali?
34. True or False – The Coastal Path in
Wales is 870 miles long.
35. True or False – There are more castles
per square mile in Wales than anywhere else
in Europe.
36. What element is used as a medication for
bipolar disorder?
37. What common greeting was banned in
Rome in 1928?
38. What day of the week must a month
start on to have a Friday 13th?
39. Which fictitious sea side town was Dad’s
Army set in?
40. In the Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin,
which dessert company did he work for?
41. What was the name of John Ingram’s
character in Are You Being Served?
42. Who did Rigsby flirt with and what was
the real name of the actor who played her?
43. What was the first name of Norah
Battie’s down trodden husband?
44. Baroness Emma Orczy wrote a story
about a vigilante who rescues aristocrats
from the blade of the guillotine, name the
book?
Questions set by Jan Cooper, Keith Warburton,
John and Gill Kitchener, Martin and Hilary
Young, Julia and David Alexander, Benita Scott,
Tony Hurst, Helen Brown, Ann Kirby, Chris and
Dawn Martin, Jan Bremner.

The Gamlingay Community
Turbine Tithe Fund
Applications are invited for funds – deadline 30 April 2021

Do you know of a deserving cause in the Parish of Gamlingay that could use some
extra cash? Applications are invited for funds from the Gamlingay Community
Turbine Tithe Fund. There should be over £3,000 available next April.
Applications should be submitted in writing on an application form
to any of the following:
The Eco Hub Reception
by email to mail.gct@gmx.com
GCT-Tithe, 36 Mill Street, Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds. SG19 3JW
Applications should reach us by 30 April 2021
Application forms are available in the Eco-Hub
or can be downloaded from the website: g-c-t.uk
or on request by emailing mail.gct@gmx.com
No more than two applications may be submitted by any individual or
organisation within one year.
The decision on the first funding awards will be made by a group of three
representatives meeting in October 2020.
The Tithe Panel will comprise: a person nominated by GCT; a person
representing Gamlingay Parish Council (If GPC does not appoint somebody then
GCT may appoint another person; a person representing Forward Gamlingay).
If FG does not appoint somebody GCT may appoint another person.
The Tithe Panel will consider making awards on these general principles:
◊ The donation should benefit Parishioners of Gamlingay ◊
◊ The donation should benefit more than just a single person or family ◊
◊ The Panel will prefer applications that will result in helping the environment ◊
If a member of the Panel has any undue interest in any application under
consideration at that meeting they must declare it and stand down from the
discussion. The Panel’s decision is final and not open to appeal.
Finally, we ask beneficiaries to write a short article for the
Gamlingay Gazette describing the project and how it benefited from the
Tithe Fund of the Gamlingay Community Turbine.
The Directors
Gamlingay Community Turbine
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Mystic Gamgy
THIS month for a bit of fun I’ll tell you about when I
was a little lad and did a couple of paper rounds and also
walking home from the First School – both could be scary
experiences!
The first picture is one you’ve seen on here before, it’s a
house on the edge of the Cinques and I used to pass it twice
in an evening as I was on my way to work at Whittemores
land settlement around the back of the houses on the
Heath.

3

1

The house was empty for a long time and with broken
windows the curtains would blow and on a dark or foggy
winter’s night it was really eerie. Since this picture was
taken the house was completely demolished except for the
chimney stack and subsequently rebuilt to a fine standard.
The same was with Cross Farm, the second picture, as
the house was run down after the last family who lived
there had moved out. They were the dad, Frank Bear, his
wife Ronda and their two children Lesley and Ronald.
2

My mum and dad were friends with them and we would
go around there a lot and Ronda would tell of creepy
goings on. After they moved out an old lady of the village
lived in it for a while and often would just have a candle
16

for lighting. On a twilight evening the candlelight could be
seen flickering inside and I for one didn’t hang about!
The third picture is near the Block Bridge. The original
right of way used to run straight from the bridge to the
access road to Merton Grange, near the small terrace of
old cottages, then right down to Station Road. It was rerouted a year or two ago to take the line of the footpath
through Lower Field. I spent a lot of time in this area as
mum grew up there and we would visit her old friends.
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If dad came to walk us home after dark we would walk
across the fields and the foot bridge and through the church
yard, another eerie trip home.
Then Holly Walk (4) known also then as Charnocks
Walk which for most of the year was poorly lit and the
wind would blow the hedges across the lights while I had to
deliver an evening paper to the small cottage in the middle
of the walk.
4

The Moon gate (5) always looked creepy and seeing
pictures with people long ago in Victorian dress and the
structure mostly intact always looked a bit strange.
5

So now I’ve told you of my creepy journeys around the
village – do you have any?
8

At the junction of Mill Street and Honey Hill there used
to be an old shop (6) which had been empty for years. My
morning paper round took me past it and along Potton
Road. On a misty dark morning the weather played tricks
with the eyes and it definitely turned into a creepy old
wooden shop.
6

Biggleswade
Sandy Lions Club
Also just across the road the old house (7) that still
stands there was a bit dark and creepy to a young lad who
had been told stories of it being a house built around an
earlier house.
7

The last (8) for this selection is the Great Barn in Station
Road, ramshackle for many years until being demolished. If
the wind was blowing the different bits of planks and doors
which had become loose would clatter and move about by
the eerie moonlight.

LIKE you we are getting frustrated
with the forced inactivity due to Covid
19 but let me assure you that we are
still here to serve the needs of our
community.
We have been assisting with the provision of
computer equipment during lockdown plus other
help where it falls within our remit.
We pride ourselves that the majority of the money
we raise is spent on local projects, helping alleviate
hardship where we can.
If you know of any problem where we may be able
to help please look at our website where you will find
how to contact us.
Every request for help is checked by our service
committee and a decision made on what help, if any,
we can provide.
The Club’s decision is final and we do not provide
a reason why a particular project is accepted or
rejected.
A few things which are ongoing throughout this
time are the provision of Message in a Bottle, Message
in a Wallet and Spectacle recycling.
Over the coming months we will keep you updated
on these topics.
Keep safe and we will get back to normal as soon as
possible.
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Monica, Gamlingay and Niassa
I RECENTLY learned of the death of
Monica Msossa (1932 to 2020), a lady
I have not seen for ten years and who
had a huge impact on my life.

during the Destabilisation of 1991.
Monica was very active in the
re-homing of displaced people.
I remember her as a person with
great joy about her, and I also
remember the kindness of the people
of Gamlingay. Gamlingay had been
responsible for building the Amy
Lothian school for 560 children in
Chimbonda, as well as a meeting
centre and church in Lulamire.
Many people in Gamlingay, when
they knew I was going to visit Niassa,
gave me money and just said “you
will know what to do with it”, so for
example a few adults and children
scavenging in hostel rubbish bins were
given money which enabled them and

their families to eat well, and a good
number of vulnerable people now have
mosquito nets, as well as the local
maternity hut, together with blankets
and towels there.
It is so important at this time to
remember how kind people are.
St Mary’s Church has a 100 year
history of supporting Niassa which
remains among one of the poorest
areas in the world. St Mary’s and
others donate to the charity MANNA.
Their Officers and Trustees are known
to us and every penny given reaches
Niassa!
I am so pleased and grateful to have
known Monica Msossa.
Chris Martin

Imagine 200 Mothers Union
members in Metangula, Northern
Mozambique, all swaying and dancing
and chanting in a way that seemingly
only African women know how. In
the middle a sixty year old white male
doing moves that have not been seen
since The Tottenham Royal dance hall
in the late 1960s.
Monica and the Mothers Union
guarded churches and hospitals
during the scorched earth violence
perpetrated by PAF, the Portuguese
Armed Forces, from 1964 to 1975, as
they tried to hold on to their colony.
The Mothers Union did the same again

Hatley Village Hall
Available for hire every day
8.30am to midnight

A clean, pleasant and roomy hall - can seat
85, with good acoustics
One user per session; new kitchen and boiler
Ideal for meetings and parties
Large car park

£11.00 per hour (£8.50 Hatley residents)
To book, please contact Kim Wilde on
01767 650 596 www.hatley.info
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The Gazette asked Chris for a bit more
background to this and whether it tied in
to his fund-raising walk on the Camino
de Santiago de Compostela, featured
in the July/August 2010 issues of The
Gazette. Here’s what he said:
“Initially I met an African Bishop in
England and he talked about central
Africa and I felt it was somewhere I had
to visit. St. Mary’s has close links with
the Anglican Church in Niassa and has
raised considerable funds for projects
in Mozambique, so this seemed the
place to go. Although the Camino
provided an ideal opportunity to
fundraise for the school, initially I was
following a dream I had since school
days about walking The Camino.”

forward to. We have generously been
given a donation to host a tea party,
so watch this space!
I’m also hoping to have access to
some community transport which will
allow us to take members on outings,
do you have any favourite places you’d
like to visit?
Please let me know.
Did you know that Guardian
membership can also be taken out for
temporary short term help?
Maybe you or your loved one have
just come out of hospital or perhaps
are recovering from Corona Virus and
need a little extra help. Or maybe the
support network you have built over
this past year is also getting back to
normal and so not around as much.
If so, please do get in touch and ask
about short term help.
ALL our Guardians are DBS checked
on organizing special outings and
and have been provided with PPE
doing things I’ve missed the most.
so you can be reassured that they
Whether that’s a visit to the in-laws,
are working within the strictest
a meal in a pub garden or a trip to
guidelines. Soon we will even be able
TKMAXX. I’m scheduling it and
to have a cup of tea in your garden, so
putting it on the calendar as something we can get to know each other better.
to look forward to.
We can’t wait.
I’m hoping to also have some nice
Please get in touch with Head Guardian
things booked in for members of the
Fay on 07541 644 284 or email
Gamlingay Guardians scheme to look office@gamlingayguardians.org

We’re getting there!

An update from
Gamlingay Guardians
AS WE approach step three of the
road map out of Corona Virus and
life seems to be getting back to a
degree of normality I wanted to reach
out and say – keep going, the sky is
brightening!
I’m trying to stay positive and focus
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The Unicorn

Gamlingay and
Hatley Swifts
update

THANK you to everyone who got in
touch after the article about Swifts
in The Gazette of December 2020. A
number of residents from Gamlingay
and Hatley got in touch, interested
in installing nesting boxes for Swifts
in their properties. Unfortunately,
Covid-19 restrictions have delayed our
responses to some of these. We will do
so as soon as we are permitted.
The first signs of spring are around
us now and very soon early summer
THE traveller, being weary of riding, decided to sit a while. So he hobbled his
migrants such as Chiffchaffs will be
mule and rested against a large, snow covered tree-trunk that had succumbed to
singing in the woods. The chiffchaff
the storms of autumn past. He wrapped his heavy travelling cloak around himself
and in time his eyes closed and he fell into a sleep, and he dreamed he was leaning call is very distinct with its sharp,
high pitched bursts that continues in a
against a unicorn, which was warm and comforting.
“Rest here a while, with me,” said the unicorn, “and I will share with you secrets simple pattern. This pattern has often
of the Unseen World.”
been likened to the chiffchaff’s name,
And the unicorn told the traveller there were many secrets in the Unseen World. with some people hearing the call as
It talked of mysteries that would be explained and a wealth of knowledge that could ‘chiff-chaff-chiff-chaff’.
be obtained in that far off place which was merely a missed breath away, if only the
traveller would believe it to be so.
“Climb upon my back, and I will take you there. And you may meet again your
mother and father and those you have loved and lost.”
At that, a sudden chill descended upon the traveller and he woke, and saw that he
was indeed sitting against a snow covered tree trunk. He climbed slowly and stiffly
to his feet for he was perished by the cold, and he mounted again his mule which
had been patiently waiting, cropping whatever greenery could be found through
the snow.
As they re-commenced their journey the mule turned its head and looked with
one, large brown soulful eye at its rider. And the traveller perceived the mule spoke
to him saying “Dids’t thou not want the secrets of the Unseen World?”
The traveller replied. “Why should I want another world, when there are
mysteries in this that I have not yet dreamed of, and wonders I marvel at, not least
being the wonder of love. I carry my mother and father always with me in my
heart, and think of them every day – wherein lies the benefit in being with them
again? No I shall continue my quest in this World and I trust that eventually I shall The Chiffchaff – listen out for these in the woods
find out why it is that I hear mules and unicorns speaking to me.”
this spring. Photo: By Andreas Trepte
Name supplied
It is still some months before Swifts
arrive, so our hope is to get some new
nest boxes up before they return. We
are still interested in finding more
suitable nesting places for Swifts. If you
think you have a good spot for one or
more Swift boxes, do contact us. Our
Residential and Commercial Electrical Installations since 2009
plan would then be to carry out an
assessment to confirm the suitability of
Oﬃce: 0800 019 7992
the site and confirm the next steps.
If you would like to get involved,
Email: info@dsselectrical.co.uk
we would love to hear from you! Help
Web: www.dsselectrical.co.uk
us make Gamlingay and Hatley more
Swift-friendly and put these incredible
birds back in the skies, where they
Be sure to check out our reviews on Google - Search DSS Electrical
belong.
Contact: Mark Fitzpatrick
(Mark.x.fitzpatrick@gmail.com,
01234 357 259) or Kevin Middleton
(kevinmiddleton@hotmail.co.uk)
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Potton & District Writers’ Group
The second meeting of the year
and despite lockdown and the cold
snap, we all seem to be in great
writing form. Lots of stories, lots of
enthusiasm, and everyone appears
to be imbued with a sense of hope as
we move towards the spring and the
longer days… and the eventual lifting
of lockdown.
Survey results
The first order of the day was to
discuss the Survey Monkey results.
We had a good response which showed
strongly how much the group IS
wanted and appreciated, and that it is
fulfilling a need.
While several members are working
on longer projects such as novels, it
was felt that these longer-form writers
could perhaps make an effort to write
on the theme every so often. It is
definitely fascinating to see how a
common theme is treated by different
people. We will give it a go!

February 2021 meeting mid-flow with its audience stranded

one. Off-theme, we also enjoyed a
short but timely and apposite poem
about Presidents Trump and Biden,
a girl in a yellow coat and their wild
hair, and a fun tale about vampires
having breakfast. The last-named
ended with a rather good pun which,
sadly, nobody spotted!
There were four submissions from
long-running pieces of work,
beginning with the very last chapter
of Nicholas. Having lived with him
for so long, however, there was both
sadness at his departure and also some
News from members
disappointment. The author bravely
One member has been having a
asked why this was so and people told
particularly prolific and successful
him, in hopefully positive ways. The
time, with several stories selected
upshot was the author presented an
for inclusion in a magazine. Another
updated final chapter the following
member is hoping to start a novel soon day which members – and the
– if only they can think of a theme!
author – all found very much more
Indeed, this lack of inspiration remains satisfying. This was a great example of
a concern, but the general feeling is
the constructive help that the group
that once we are all able to get out and can provide – but we will all miss
about again, it will stimulate a fresh
Nicholas!
wave of enthusiasm.
Theme for next month
Other news
The next meeting is on 16th March
The Chair’s autism blog is trundling
when the theme will be Through
along, and it can be found here: http:// the window. This story is all about
catembi.wordpress.com. It is starting windows…is someone looking out or
to generate a few comments and be
looking in? What have they seen? Or
shared to other blogs, which is great.
perhaps it’s a metaphorical window
Hopefully it may be of comfort and
such as the window to a soul or a
assistance to others who are on their
glimpse into another world…or even
autism journey.
a window of opportunity? Once it’s
gone, it’s gone...
Discussion of Work
April’s theme is My Life. Seemingly
This month’s them was ‘Art class’,
everyone’s favourite topic, or perhaps
and we had some very imaginative
one we steer clear of – are there
work. Two members stuck to the
secrets to hide?
theme: first, there was a ‘life imitating One of the outcomes of the survey
art’ story based on a real-life pottery
was agreement that the guideline word
class where the author’s teacher liked limit will remain at 2,000 words.
a drink…or two. Second, there
The limit has its uses, especially for
was a shaggy dog story about an art
anyone writing a one-off story, but It
exhibition which imagined a meeting
will continue to be flexible because
of three famous Spanish artists and
it can be frustrating, for both writer
one, almost equally famous, American and reader, for a story to cut off in

mid-river without a paddle. For
extracts from longer novels, however,
a guide to where new material begins
can be useful, leaving the reader to
decide how much of the foregoing,
older stuff they wish to read. By all
means show when the 2,000-word
limit has been met but, in truth, none
of us gives up reading before the end –
we all want to know how things work
out!
Tips for February
This month’s tips are on how to write
a good ending. As most of us have
discovered, endings can be surprisingly
difficult - there needs to be a plan!
So here are some tips on how to do
it: How to Write the Perfect Ending
for Your Novel – 2021 – MasterClass
and here are some more: https://blog.
reedsy.com/how-to-end-a-story/.
Joining the Group
If anyone would like to join us, they
would be very welcome. We cater
for all standards of writer from
complete beginners to published
novelists. Contact Tracey Valentine on
07778 148 030 for details, or email
pottonwriters@gmail.com. Or see
our website – www.pottonwrite.
weebly.com.
Happy writing! Tracey

Writing Competition
Win £25
The Gazette is excited to launch its first
Creative Minds writing competition.
Creative Minds is open to any
resident in Gamlingay, East Hatley and
Hatley St. George.You can enter in
one of three age categories: 8-13, 1418 and 19+ (ages on 1st April 2021).
You can submit your composition
in prose or poetry, up to a maximum
of one thousand words. The topic,
simply, is “Mouse” – treat it as you
will.You don't have to have mouse in
the title.
Winning entries and some runnersup will be published in The Gazette and
prizes awarded in September at the
Gamlingay Show. Details of how to
enter in next month's Gazette, but for
now, just get writing!
Prizes sponsored by Mouse Manoeuvres Ltd.
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around £5.1m worth of savings during
the next four years, with £2.2m in
savings and income already identified.
Around half of the Council’s annual
budget of around £20m comes from
Council Tax. The increase will see
the average band D home charge
for South Cambridgeshire District
Council increase to £155.31 per year.
This is a rise of around 10p per week.
Despite the rise, the Council retains
Fire Authority
its position in the lowest 25% of taxing
The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough District Councils in the country.
Fire Authority agreed to raise its share
Gamlingay Gym
of the Council tax by 1.99% which
will see the fire service’s share of the
Discussions continue between the
Council Tax rise by £1.44 for the
CAM Academy Trust and the District
average Band D equivalent making
Council at the moment with everyone
£72.09 pa. The entire budget is just
working hard to find an acceptable
over £30m.
solution.
in the County Council budget £7m
will be spent on the B1050 Earith to
Willingham. A little less than £3m is
for flood attenuation and improving
our biodiversity. The remaining £20m
was all for footways, over five years,
half of it to be borrowed, and now hit
by the £7.5m government cut for the
coming year alone which wipes out a
huge chunk of it. Poor show.

County Council Budget

This year’s budgetary process has been
overshadowed, inevitably, by the
Covid pandemic which has required
much flexibility from council
employees, with extra costs, only
partially offset by extra grants from
central government. In terms of the
council tax increase, this will be
1.99% for general expenditure and 1%
for Adult Social care.
There has been some social media
comment welcoming the addition
of £4m into the County Council
budget for footway improvements.
Regrettably this is rather misplaced
optimism as it comes at more or less
the same time that the Government
has announced its allocation of
highways maintenance cash for the
forthcoming year. This is almost
£7.5m less than last year. So this more
than balances out the £4m. Also rather
idiotically the County is considering
reclassifying the A1123 from an A to
a B road as a result of local Councillor
pressure which could lead to
Cambridgeshire losing another £250k
a year for road maintenance, as the pot
is based on length of roads of various
classifications. Of the £30m allocated
22
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South Cambridgeshire
District Council Tax

Elections

In May this year we have elections for
The District Council has set its budget County Council, Combined Authority
Mayor and the Police & Crime
for the coming year and has agreed
Commissioner. The government has
to increase council tax for a band D
equivalent by £5. The budget provides now confirmed that elections will
go ahead and it is now down to the
extra funding for the Council’s
District Council to ensure that polling
homelessness team to support them
stations are covid-safe. The safest way
advising residents facing economic
to vote though is undoubtedly to have a
hardship, and more funding to help
postal vote. It is a very simple process
deal with recent heavy rainfall.
to apply on line for this but if you can’t
The Budget meeting heard how the
Council, despite the pandemic, has an access the internet then contact us
ambitious four-year plan to transform and the Council will get a form sent
to you. If you still intend to vote in
service quality, ensure financial
resources are fully aligned to business person and are then unable to you can
plan priorities and improve customer apply to give a (trusted!) friend a proxy
vote.
service.
The latest budget highlights
commitments to helping communities OxCam Arc
Government has finally published its
to recover from the pandemic;
plan for the OxCam Arc covering
continuing to do everything possible
Cambs, Bucks, Beds, Northants
to support businesses via a fully
and Oxfordshire describing it as ‘a
operational new Business Support
unique economic and environmental
and Development Team and a
transformation programme with a key opportunity’. The Environment
aim being to improve customer service Working Group, chaired by Bridget,
has been very productive. This group
for all residents. The Council’s cost
consist of 30 environmental bodies
of dealing with the pandemic so far
has been approximately £2.35m. Due and has established a set of highly
ambitious environmental principles
to the continuing financial pressure
on the Council, the proposals include for the Arc. These cover biodiversity,

how you can help us do this – making
improvements to gardens to attract
more birds, bats and hedgehogs or
it may be through enhancements to
village parks and public spaces.

tonnes of CO2 per year saved.
With an average carbon footprint
per head of 12.7 tonnes that’s about a
5% saving in CO2 emissions for these
people just from their commute to
work/school/Uni. If they find that
they don’t need a car and use the
East-West Rail
railway for longer trips so much the
Cambridge Approaches and
better for CO2 emissions – and of
CamBedRailRoad (chaired by
Sebastian) met with the Rail Minister course the environmental costs of the
last week to press the case for an equal car production are saved too. And of
assessment of the Northern Approach course, it doesn’t include freight (yet).
into Cambridge alongside any route
South West Cambridgeshire
EastWest Rail might have in mind.
Action Group
He was both receptive and positive
and asked EastWest Rail to answer
Sebastian writes – “Concerns continue
our outstanding issues and questions
that the development company
within two weeks. Many thanks go to Thakeham is openly seeking an
our MP who organized this.
exceptional national development
Rather remarkably EastWest Rail
channel that would bypass the South
intends to deliver trains that will run Cambs District Council planning
on diesel. It’s almost as if the Climate process – the standard process that
Emergency has totally passed them by. everyone must follow and which is
We have done some back of the
transparent and embedded in public
envelope calculations to show how
consultation.
much greener EastWest Rail would
Thakeham now promise to submit a
be with a route from Cambourne to
bid in the South Cambridgeshire Call
a new station at Northstowe and then for Sites by Easter, following pressure
into Cambridge North (already built
from the Leader of the Council. It
and open). CO2 emissions from cars
will be a very late submission but the
Climate Change and
are 158g/mile and CO2 emissions
Council is legally obliged to accept it
Doubling Nature
from rail (per passenger) are 14g/mile. for consideration. Ultimately, District
South Cambs District Council has just So there’s a net 144g/mile saving. Let’s Council planning decisions are subject
adopted its Doubling Nature Strategy. assume Northstowe to Cambridge
to appeal, with rulings made by an
This really ambitious document means 8 miles each way; Cambourne to
independent Planning Inspector
Cambridge 12 miles each way with an (appointed by Government).
that the council will be doing all it
can with communities, developers and average 20 miles per day per person
The exceptional national channel
and add 20,000 houses between
other bodies to greatly improve our
in the form of what’s called a
natural assets by planting more trees, Northstowe and Cambourne with
‘development corporation’ remains
1.5 rail users per house (including
improving biodiversity and create
a major concern. We submitted
school children, commuters, students, a Freedom of Information (FOI)
more well managed green spaces for
our residents to enjoy. The next stage tourists) that’s more then 30,000
Request to the Ministry of Housing,
passengers per day with 220 working Communities and Local Government,
is to turn this into an action plan and
we would love to hear from you about days per year which amounts to 19,000 in order to understand any relationship
natural assets, water, energy, housing
standards, sustainable transport, air
quality, agriculture, waste and of
course Zero Carbon. The group’s
work has influenced the Arc to such an
extent that it is now referred to as The
Green Arc.
So that’s the good news but there are
many questions that need answering
– in particular how much influence
local authorities will have through
the Growth Body responsible for
delivering the Arc. What is an
‘opportunity area’; how will they
deliver up to 1.1 million new jobs
fairly across the region and how will
they meet the housing need for all
these new people close to where they
work? How will they deliver zero
carbon when E-W rail is going to be
diesel? How will a water management
scheme deal effectively with water
shortages and flooding?
The OxCam Arc will affect us all
and it is our job in local government to
ensure that those effects are positive
and not negative. I encourage you to
read the government’s plan and the
RSPB response to it.
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between the ‘Cambridge development
corporation’ included in Rishi Sunak’s
budget last year, with the Thakeham
proposal. The FOI was turned
down on the basis that it would be
a ‘distraction’ and ‘not in the public
interest’ to release the information.
This is being appealed.
The FOI response and everything
else that’s been learned so far is
posted at http://www.swcag.org.uk/
news-and-events”.

District Council awarded Cambridge
Online a £5,000 grant to help digitally
excluded children to get online.
To apply or ask questions please
email help@cambridgeonline.org.uk
or phone 01223 300407.
Call for Social Workers

Cambridgeshire County Council is
recruiting workers to join a range of
teams in Children’s Services including
assessment, family safeguarding,
disability, fostering and children in
Laptops for Children –
care. Social workers do all they can to
Digital Drive Campaign
make the lives of children and families
Have you got old laptops or other
better and enjoy the challenge that
equipment lying around (in my case in every day brings.
boxes in the garage, somewhere) that
Adult social workers are needed
you don’t need anymore?
in the adult and autism team, the
Please consider donating them
care home support team, learning
to this very worthwhile scheme to
and disabilities, adult mental health,
ensure that every child and young
the older people’s team, physical
person in Cambridgeshire has both the disabilities, reablement and the
equipment and access to broadband
transfer of care. As part of the Adults
that they need to maintain continuity Service you’ll have the opportunity to
of their learning and education in
empower vulnerable residents to lead
their homes. The Cambs Youth
safe, healthy and fulfilling lives. You
Panel specialise in the recycling/
will strive to support independence
reformatting of old laptops which
amongst our service users and will in
are now beginning to be distributed
turn be supported in using your own
to schools. You can get in touch
ideas and making your own decisions
via www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
in doing so.
laptopsforchildren
Candidates must be qualified
In addition South Cambridgeshire
social workers with current SWE
registration. On offer are relocation
packages, generous annual leave
entitlement, local government pension
scheme, agile working, a supportive
management team and excellent
training and career progression.
Anyone interested in children’s
social care work should call Jess on
01223 729 028, or for adults’ social
care work Hannah on 01223 699 263.
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Further information is available
either on our website or by emailing:
welovesocialworkers@cambridgeshire.
gov.uk.
Winter Support:
Direct Award Scheme

Small one-off payments to help
South Cambridgeshire individuals
and families in acute need can now
be made by officers and partner
organisations such as Citizens Advice
and Age UK. These will be in the form
of direct payments under the Winter
Support Family Fund. Payments can
go towards food and fuel for those
who need financial assistance as a
direct result of Coronavirus. This is a
payment of up to £25 for an individual,
and up to £50 for a couple or family.
The payments will be made as a oneoff grant.
The resident will then either receive
an email with a food retail voucher
or a unique code to credit their fuel
account at a pay-point. The second
option is a text/email code to take to a
pay-point to cash out the money from
their text code to purchase what they
need.
This is a countywide scheme which
will close at the end of March 2021.
Anyone wishing to apply can do so by
emailing duty.communities@scambs.
gov.uk. One of the team will be in
touch with the resident to understand
their situation, offer further advice,
and make the award if needed.
Your Councillors are here to help
you. Please do feel free to contact us
with comments, questions, problems
or complaints. We hope we can help
but if we can’t we are likely to know
someone who can!

The birds and the bees…
NO, not that kind! The actual birds
and bees… and butterflies, snails,
ladybirds, beetles, worms – you name
it, we’re damaging them all.

floor. I know some people don’t see
this as littering… but it is.
Now, back to nature. I think most
people are community minded and

I recently went litter picking on
Long Lane and was confronted with
more rubbish than I’d expected.
It’s been suggested that some must
blow away when the wheelie bins are
emptied. Though true for light items
like crisp packets, it’s unlikely for
heavy things like glass bottles, and I
found no less than four vodka bottles!
Let’s hope they don’t start blowing
around on the breeze!

would be horrified at the thought of
harming anything. With this in mind,
maybe it would be good to remind
ourselves and each other about the
impact our actions have on everything
that surrounds us – our environment
and therefore, us as individuals, too.
My final point is that, whether for
yourself, for other species or for your
neighbours, let’s strive, together, to
Keep Britain Tidy!
Harriet Gould.

For details to advertise your
business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@
gamlingaygazette.uk

Vodka bottles and windy bin days
notwithstanding, I am disturbed by the
amount of rubbish on our verges – I
filled five bags with rubbish from that
short stretch on Long Lane.
Dropping rubbish anywhere that
isn’t in a bin is illegal and litter bugs
(no irony lost) can be fined between
£80 and £2,500 if they’re caught in the
act. It’s also worth considering how
closely related this matter is to flytipping. The latter is a serious criminal
offence for which offenders can be
prosecuted with an unlimited fine or
a prison sentence. So, the last thing
we want to do is nurture a culture of
“micro-fly tipping” which could start
with something small, like dropping a
cigarette butt or chewing gum on the
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Scams, rogue traders,
phishing e-mails and fraud
ALL of the above and more are on
our list to monitor and search out
information on, to notify YOU, our
neighbours. We also share Facebook
posts about such matters on our own
Facebook page.
Gamlingay Community Safety
Group, sponsored by Gamlingay
Parish Council, was formed 2018 after
the lead was stripped from St Mary’s
Church roof and reports of car crime
increased.
The Committee has been meeting
regularly since. During lockdown our
meetings have been by Zoom link and
we are still active, bringing advice and
information to you, to help you avoid
becoming a victim of crime.
We are looking forward to the day
when we can resume our presence at
events in Gamlingay to discuss face to
face your experiences, and offer advice
and a selection of security products.
We work with organisations such
as Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
Against Scams Partnership (CAPASP)
which is sponsored by Cambridgeshire
County Council and supported by
NatWest Bank. Other organisations
include Neighbourhood Watch and
Rural Watch. We work with the police
and when it is possible for a local
police surgery at the Ecohub, we will
be there with our PCSO.
NHW, Rural Watch and GCSG are
all individual organisations and we
have agreed to work together closely to
achieve the same goal, that of reducing
crime and spreading information. To
do that most effectively we plan to
increase our presence in the village
and to that end need to recruit more
helpers.
Anyone with a desire to help us with
our aims of “Awareness” “Liaison” and
“Prevention” is welcome. We are a
small number and to maintain the level
of support that we want to provide we
need volunteers at the local events that
we attend, to put posters around the
village and to get the message out to
residents – how to stay safe.
We want to encourage people to
join Neighbourhood Watch. Across
26
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Gamlingay there are a number of
local NHW street groups with local
coordinators. When you are ready,
we can put the local coordinator in
touch with you. Contact us by e-mail
info@gcsg.org.uk if you wish to join a
local group or become a co-ordinator
yourself.
We need the people of Gamlingay to
be vigilant and report anything out of
the ordinary by calling 101. We are
able to pass information from you to
the police if you want us to.
Ring 999 only in an emergency.
What to look for
When you are out and about,
shopping, taking the kids to school,
walking the dog etc. notice the car
that is not usually parked or maybe it’s
been there at the same time regularly
and the occupants aren’t locals. Look
for the stranger taking an interest in
properties and vehicles in your street,

perhaps looking for an opportunity.
We no longer have the old style
‘bobby on the beat’ but we do have
PCSOs who do a great job, but because
they are responsible for a number of
villages in Cambridgeshire they cannot
spend the whole time being familiar
with our village. They need local
people to spot the unusual and to pass
the information to them. When we do,
they are able to build up a picture to
either anticipate criminal activity or
catch the perpetrators of crimes. They
need us to be the eyes and ears of the
village and of the fight against crime.
Gamlingay is one of the safest
villages in the county – let’s keep it
that way by making it uncomfortable
and difficult for criminals to operate.
follow us on Facebook
Contact us by e-mail info@gcsg.org.uk
or our GCSG Facebook page.

Beware romance fraudsters
ROMANCE fraudsters are scamming victims out of more than £7,000 on
average. That's according to new data from UK Finance, while Action Fraud
has revealed romance fraud incidents have rocketed during lockdown.
Scammers set up fake online dating profiles to lure victims into their net,
promising love and happiness and building what seems to be a genuine,
trusting online relationship before asking victims to help them out with
financial issues or travel costs, so they can visit them in person.
Remember:

• Be suspicious of any requests for money from someone you have only met
online
• Speak to your family and friends to get a second opinion if you're unsure
• Do a reverse image search to check if someone has used a fake profile
picture
Never:

•
•
•
•

Share your bank details with someone you've met online
Transfer money on their behalf
Take out a loan for them
Provide copies of your personal documents such as passports or driving
licences
• Invest your own money on their behalf or on their advice
• Purchase and send the codes on gift cards from Amazon or iTunes
• Agree to receive and/or send parcels on their behalf (laptops, mobile
phones etc.)
For more advice on romance fraud, visit: https://bit.ly/3rKv9IW or
contact CyberProtectCambs@cambs.pnn.police.uk

Water voles still in the brook
ANYONE seeing the brook in spate in
February would naturally have been
concerned about the welfare of the
water voles which live there.
The water vole is the largest British
vole and they are often confused with
brown rats, however, water voles have
very small ears and a furry tail whilst
rats have large ears and a bald tail.
Water voles also have a blunt
muzzle, unlike the pointed nose of a

rat. Kenneth Grahame’s Wind in the
Willows may have contributed a lot to
identity confusion, calling his water
vole “Ratty”, perhaps realising that
“Voley” wouldn’t scan as well.
The water vole is Britain’s fastest
disappearing mammal and is classified
as “vulnerable to extinction”.
This decline has been brought about
by a combination of poor habitat
management, pollution and the

introduction of North American mink,
a voracious water vole predator.
Other predators are foxes, otters,
stoats, weasels, owls, herons, marsh
harriers, pike, brown rats and cats. It’s
a tough life being a water vole!
The good news for Gamlingay is that
at least one of our resident voles did
survive the winter, it was reported as
being active in The Meadows early in
March.

TERRY WHITTAKER

Waresley Cricket Club
AFTER a long winter of lockdown and uncertainty, we are looking
forward to the start of a new season with the Colts training due to start
on Friday 23rd April. Our coaches will be working in partnership with
Evolution Cricket to provide training on a Friday evening for all our
age groups U9-U15 including girls. The U9-11 coaching session will be
5:00-6:00pm and the U13-15 will be 6:30-8:00pm. All newcomers are
welcome to join our sessions.
Our All Stars coaching for five to eight year olds is also likely to start on
the 14th May (4:30-5:30pm).
We are looking for some volunteers in our Colts set up. If there are any
parents who would be able to help out as a support coach, administrator or
team manager then please contact us at waresleycc@hotmail.co.uk
Evolution Cricket are running an Easter cricket camp at Waresley on
8th and 9th April. Please see the advert or check our Facebook page.
If you are looking for a new club, want to get back into cricket – or try
it for the first time – Waresley Cricket Club is looking for new players
and members of all ages (five to 75+) and abilities to join us. We have
three adult teams playing every weekend in the Cambs. & Hunts.,
Huntingdonshire & Bedfordshire Leagues and junior squads (boys and
girls) and will be starting ladies Softball Cricket later on in the season.
Our seniors team start practising in April with the first league game on
Saturday 24th – more details on our Facebook page or on the Play-cricket
website. We have a full season of league and friendlies planned including
another game against the MCC at Waresley on Sunday 27th June.
For more details, contact us at waresleycc@hotmail.co.uk, visit www.
waresley.play-cricket.com or follow us on Facebook & Twitter.
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Crispy cauliflower
Vegetarian recipe by
Roderick Starksfield
THIS is lovely as a quick snack or
starter. If you don’t fancy the Aioli
serve it with a few salad leaves.
Ingredients
2 eggs beaten
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon ground black pepper
½ teaspoon English mustard powder
Good handful of breadcrumbs
Medium sized Cauliflower broken into
bite-sized pieces
Good pinch of grated Parmesan
For the dip
Small bowl of mayonnaise
2 cloves garlic (crushed)
Small bunch of Chives and Parsley
finely chopped
Method
Preheat oven to 200°C, 180°C fan,
gas Mark 5.
Line a baking sheet with baking
paper.

Whisk eggs, salt, pepper and
mustard together in a bowl.
Place bread crumbs in another bowl.
Dip each cauliflower floret in egg
mixture to coat, then dip each floret
into bread crumbs to coat.
Place on prepared baking sheet.
Place a pinch of Parmesan on each
cauliflower piece.

Spray with some oil (an oil mister is
useful).
Bake in the preheated oven until
tender and lightly browned, turning
once, for about 25 minutes.
For the dip, mix all the ingredients
together, and serve in a bowl.

Later life autism diagnosis
APPROXIMATELY one percent of
people are on the autism spectrum, so
according to that statistic there should
be about 35 people with autism in
the civil parish of Gamlingay. When
you factor in their families and friends
it means there will be perhaps two
hundred people with direct experience

of this condition.
However some people are only
diagnosed later in life which
very often means they have been
struggling for years to make sense
of a world that others seem to slide
effortlessly through. To help you gain
an insight into what this means, a

high-functioning “autie” has written
a blog about her late diagnosis, and
how the world is now starting to make
more sense to her, or at least be a bit
less intimidating.
Go online to:
http://catembi.wordpress.com
to find out more.

How do you
report online
fraud if you are a
victim?
You can find more
information on what to
look out for and report
online fraud to

ActionFraud
on 0300 123 2040.
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Lockdown Quiz
answers
from page 14

1. O
 logies: Seismology – earthquakes,
Podology – feet, Horology – clock/time
pieces, Cryptology – codes, Cartology –
maps and charts.
2. 27 (b 1926, crowned 1953)
3. 1969
4. Princess Royal
5. Royal Navy
6. Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
7. A ny of: Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak,
Ronald Wayne
8. T he village of Skaw, on the island of Unst,
Shetland. (223 miles to Bergen, 600 miles
to London)
9. Countries that drive on the LH side of the
road: Australia, Channel Islands, Japan,
Hong Kong, India, Isle of Man, Ireland,
Jamaica, Kenya, Malta, Malaysia, Nepal,
New Zealand, South Africa, Singapore,
Thailand, UK, Indonesia, Macau,
Pakistan, Cyprus.
10. Morris Oxford
11. A n annexe to Houses of Parliament,
situated above Westminster tube station.
12. A jack staff, or jackstaff is a small vertical
spar or pole on the bow of a ship, on which
a particular type of flag, known as a jack,
is flown.
13. Generation
14. Max Factor
15. Sewing machine
foot
16. Headache
17. C orvid is the crow
family of birds
18. D
 on’t Fence me in. Don’t sit under the
apple tree
19. 1959
20. M6, from Cathorpe to the Scottish Border.
21. Madrigal
22. Choose from: Crown/head piece,
Brow band, Nose band, Cheek piece,
Reins, Throat latch, Bit.
23. Dressage, Show jumping Cross country.
24. Victor Hugo
25. T S Elliot
26. Hilda Rumpole, “She who must be obeyed.”
27. N
 o (the female of the species is deadlier
than the male.)
28. Cookie dough
29. Frank and Nancy Sinatra
30. Red breasts
31. Four
32. Paul Michael Glaser
33. Java
34. True
35. True (641 in total)
36. Lithium
37. H
 andshake was deemed unsanitary.
Very apt for now.
38. Sunday
39. Walmington on sea.
40. Sunshine
41. Mr Humphries
42. Miss Jones, played by Frances de la Tour.
43. Wally.
44. Scarlet Pimpernel.

Komino rules
USING the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each
box contains one pair. A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side.

March Solution

I hope that you have enjoyed the
challenge of solving these Komino
puzzles.
These are similar to the ones that
I have published in my first book of
200 Komino Puzzles which is currently
available with 25% off the retail price
from my publishers (Troubador) for
£7.50 at www.kominopuzzle.com

Can I recycle my Gazette?
WE HAVE received plenty of praise for the
improvements in production of The Gazette,
which is always nice to hear. Our colour
editions have especially been singled out for
their impact. However, one reader sensibly
asked the question as to whether the colour
issue can be successfully recycled. Yes it

can safely go in your blue bin, is the answer.
Broadly speaking glossy paper is accepted in
all local recycling programs, provided the
paper does not have a plastic coating. If the
glossy paper is easy to tear, it should be fine.
If you’re not sure, it’s better to be safe and
dispose of it in the garbage (black bin).
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Emergency Services

Churches

Police, Ambulance
and Fire

999

Baptist Church, Office

Non-Emergency Fire

01223 376 217

St. Mary The Virgin

Non-Emergency Police 101
and Community Police
PC John Coppard
john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk
Healthcare and Council
Medical centre
Appointments
Emergences

651 544
651 546

District nurses

08456 024 064

Age Concern

01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Halls for Hire
Ecohub
Everton Village Hall
Hatley St. George Village Hall
Methodist Chapel
St. Mary' Church
Social Club

Bell Ringers
Booklinks

Parish Council
650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Colin Smith
Vice-Chairman: TBA

Cafe Connect
Fridays 10.30am-12.30pm

0800 7873 247

Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom
Hatley Parish Council 650 596
Clerk: Kim Wilde
parishclerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Margot Eagle
Politics
Member of Parliament 0207 219 3000
Anthony Browne
anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk
County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
650 510
Bridget Smith
03450 450 500
Monday-Saturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council
Hatley District Councillor 07885 774 775
Heather Williams
cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk
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651 519
650 112
650 587
650 052
650 779

Sarah Groom
Kate Laughame

651 226

Kim Wilde
www.hatley.info
Parish Council
Lindy Gorton
Martin Hull

682 251
650 596
650 310
650 581
650 418

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests

Community car scheme 07519 493 701
Alison Baker

Faulty Street Lights

Jane
Sally Graves
Rector: Hilary Young
ChurchWarden: Alec Hissett
Reader: Chris Miller

Community Choir
East Beds Model Railway Society
Friends of St Mary’s
Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners
Association (GAGA)
Gamlingay Archaelogical Group
(Gamarch)
Gamlingay Players
Gamlingay Walkers
Gardening Club
Guild of St. Mary's
History Society
Lacecaps
Ladybird Club
Music Club
Photographic Society
Potton and District Writers
Royal British Legion
Sandy and District Round Table

John Boocock
Kate Laugharne
Ann Kirby

650 736
651 226
651 134

Jan Cooper
Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com
Helen Miller
Secretary: Mick Slimm
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Membership Secretary: John Way
johnway803@gmail.com

650 178

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
julialmanley@yahoo.com
Amy Lovat
lovatl@hotmail.com
Miriam and Phil Titchner
Lindy Gorton
Liz Huckle
Peter Wright
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com
Pat Brunsdon
Mrs C Watson
Geoff Bruerton
Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk
pottonwriters@gmail.com
Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough
Lee Packham Brown

677 390
650 650
650 114
650 009
07843 527 979
654 891
650 581
650 988

01480 385 351
650 707
650 748

651 982
651 070

Sir John Jacob's Almshouses
Trustees:
St. Neots Model Railway Club
Village Show
Womens' Institute

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Philip Gorton
John Kneeshaw
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com
Amy Lovat
Anne Clarke
Jean York

651 070
651 982
650 581

07843 527 979
651 932
650 367

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group
Everton Preschool
Jelly Tots
Montessori

Bridget Smith
Julie
Emma Radley
Natalie
Mrs Pat Jenkins

Rainbow Preschool

Lisa Burton

650 510
07814 815 491
07156 027 150
691 477
650 645
07714 821 940
651 996

Gamlingay Netball Club

Gamlingaynetball@gmail.com

Girls Football – MUGA

Nancy Kyle
nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk
Brian Culverhouse
John Gray
Rod Kerr
waresleycc@hotmail.co.uk

Junior Football School
Tennis Club
Waresley Cricket Club

Jane Brown
Helen Brown
Benita Scott
Mark Harrision
Vacancy
Steve Palmer
Will Colebrook
Susan Jefferd
Mark Harrisson
Irene Gray
Lucy Rands
Lucy Rands

Adult Social Care

0345 045 5202

Children’s Services

0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health

0345 045 5205

Learning Disability
Partnership/Sensory
Services

0345 045 5221

General Community Services
0345 045 5208

Education Welfare
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries

0345 045 5200

Human Resources
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services
(includes automatic
renewals)

0345 045 5225

651 785

Online Payments
Support

0345 045 5211

651 020
654 165
07545 453 559

Streetscene
(Highways, Transport
and Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard

0345 045 5222

Trading Standards

0845 404 0506

Waste Management

0345 045 5207

651 020
650 035
651 020
651 785

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies
1st Gamlingay Rainbows
2nd Gamlingay Guides
Beavers
Explorers
Gamlingay Cubs
Gamlingay Scouts
Gransden Cubs
Pathfinder Scouts
Tinuwen Rangers
Youth Cafe
Youth Club

0345 045 5201

Education Transport

Sports
Brian Culverhouse
Gill Kitchener
Chair: Brian Culverhouse

Adult Health and
Social Service General
Enquiries

0345 045 5155

650 208

Bowls Club
Breeze Ladies Cycling
Football Club (Youth Teams)
Gamlingay Gym

Care Services

Citizenship

School
Gamlingay Primary

Cambridge County Council

652 997
449 043
650 547
07979 102 568
651 532
07527 717 463
261 000
07979 102 568
651 212
07929 453 235
07929 453 235

What's On pages
Please upload your club or
society dates using
whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk

Please note, this information
will not be revised once copy
is composited, so check your
entries carefully.
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Right up
your street !
• Natural Gas & LPG
Boiler Installations

• Landlord Certificates

• Boiler Replacements

• Hot Water Cylinder
Installation

• Annual Boiler Servicing

YOUR LOCAL
BOILER INSTALLER
Call us today

07494 389 041

• System Powerflushing

• And More....

www.heatstreet.co.uk | info@heatstreet.co.uk
Contact: David Dennis at Heat Street, 5a King Street, Potton,
Bedfordshire SG19 2QT

For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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