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More businesses look forward to
opening as regulations relaxed
Further easing of lockdown
allows pubs and hairdresses
to start trading again

A SIGNIFICANT easing of the
lockdown rules means that many more
'non essential' businesses can open
their doors to customers once more on
Saturday, July 4.
Having been ordered to close in
March as the Covid-19 virus spread,
the Government announced the staged
re-opening of non-essential shops in
June. Pubs and hairdressers were told
they could reopen on July 4, once the
former two-metre social distancing
rule was relaxed to one metre.
In Gamlingay there are two pubs,
two hairdressing salons and a barbers
that have all been closed for more than
three months.
Looking forward to finally reopening
their doors are Deryk and Lorna,
landlords of The Wheatsheaf on Church
Street. They told the Gazette they have
been busy putting precautions into
place while the pub has been closed.
“We have removed internal doors
where appropriate, to reduce contact
spread and installed shelving for
sanitiser dispensers adjacent to
entrances and the toilet,” Deryk said.
“We have also created signs relating
to social distancing, reminders of the
one and two-metre rules, and other
advisory notices to ensure a safe
environment for staff and customers,
Lorna added.
Despite some concern nationally
that pubs reopening on a Saturday
might lead to crowds and drunkenness,
Deryk is confident it will be a positive

TheWheatsheaf (above) is preparing to open
its doors again on July 4. Safety guidelines
for customers (right) are clearly displayed on
the door as they enter.

occasion. “We hope our customers
will treat the Wheatsheaf staff and
other customers with respect. The
safety of all is paramount in what we
collectively do,” Lorna said.
The couple have also been busy
preparing the pub's outside space for
customers.
“We've repainted our outside
furniture in jolly colours and
reorganised the tables and chairs to
accommodate safe spacing.
More on the easing of lockdown, page 3
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Share your summer
stories
How have you been keeping
busy this summer? Suddenly
discovered a love for gardening
during lockdown?
Or enjoying a staycation in our
beautiful area?
Why not share it with the
Gazette and our readers. Email
us at:
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk

Submission of images
We love receiving your pictures
of life in the village. And we
always try to respect the
copyright of the person who
created the original image.
Therefore, when submitting an
image, please state who took
or owns it and where you have
obtained it.

Due to changes concerning data protection, The Gazette editor is very cautious about
reproducing pictures of children. Every effort is made not to single out individuals,
and parental permission is sought before using any item considered to highlight an
individual child.
Your letters and items for articles can be dropped in at 88 Church Street, Gamlingay,
or emailed to editor@gamlingaygazette.uk. We do not print anonymous contributions.
Every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the items included but the views
expressed do not necessarily represent the views of the Committee.
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What’s On pages
Please upload your club or society
dates using
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as detailed on our website.

If you also have an article, please
submit that as usual.
This information will not be revised
once copy is composited, so check
your entries carefully.

To advertise your
business in The Gazette
please email
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

for details

The garden at TheWheatsheaf pub
is ready for customers.

Adapting to a world after Covid-19
WHILE life may not return to what it was before
the pandemic for a very long time, village residents,
institutions and businesses alike are adapting to try and
cope with the dangers of Covid-19.
Landlords at the Wheatsheaf pub have spent time during
the lockdown sprucing up their outside area in readiness
for reopening.
"We love our flowers and garden and have invested time
and effort, including planting borders and hanging baskets,
and painting tables and chairs to ensure we have a pleasant
outside environment to share with our customers,"
landlord Deryk said. He added: "We've been impressed
with the support and friendship shown to us by villagers
during this time."
Many hairdressers, including SK's salon in Church Street,
have spent the time making sure all staff are fully trained in
the necessary hygiene requirements so that customers feel
safe when they return.Their certificates can be seen on the
salon's Facebook page.
Meanwhile, Gamlingay's two churches are cautiously
optimistic about the easing of restrictions which will allow
church gatherings for "private and personal prayer" from

G & H Seamer
Funeral Directors - Est. 1903

Family owned and independent
Funeral Directors providing
sensitive, dignified care for
your loved ones. We provide
a 24 hour service, home visits
at the request of the family
and private Chapel of Rest.

July 4. At the time of going to press the official government
guidance for churches had not yet been released but Rev
Adrien Semerene, Lead Pastor at Gamlingay Baptist Church
was hopeful that the congregation could meet again soon.
"We are very much looking forward to being able to
gather together again as a fellowship. But, we want to move
with caution and wisdom seeking to do it at the pace that's
right for us," he added.
St Mary's church is also preparing to open its doors to
worshippers once again. Rector Hilary Young outlined the
changes being made in readiness:
"We hope to offer some form of worship in church, but
also recognise the format will need to change,singing may
well not be allowed and we have blocked off every other
pew," she explained.
The Rector admitted that she has found aspects of
lockdown very difficult: "I've not been able to meet to
arrange funerals, give hugs to people who need comfort.
I'm looking forward to meeting up with people in person
again," she said.
Looking to the future, she added: "I pray that people will
continue to be kind to one another."
THE SHIATSU CLINIC
For relief from …
Backache
Stress
PMT and many more
Try Shiatsu massage
Caroline Betts MRSS

Member of the Register of the Shiatsu Society

01767 650485

Pre-paid Funeral Plan Available

Tel: 01767 680519
www.ghseamer.co.uk
office@ghseamer.co.uk
47 High St, Sandy, Beds SG19 1AG
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Practise makes perfect:
2020 Show competition categories
Section 1

Vegetables

Section 6

Crafts

8G

Animals

1A

6 runner beans

6A

A piece of cross-stitch

8H

Lockdown

1B

3 root vegetables with
3" stalks

6B

A piece of lace

1C

5 tomatoes

6C

A piece of crochet

1D

Colletion of 3 different
vegetables

6D

A piece of any other
craft

Section 7

Homemade Produce

7A

A jar of jam

7B

A jar of marmalade

7C

A jar of chutney

7D

A 'vegetable' cake

7E

A fruit cake or fruit loaf

7F

A chocolate cake

7G

Section 9

Under 3s

9A

A painting

9B

Homemade NHS
rainbow picture

Section 10

Pre-school and
Reception

10A

A junk model
creature

10B

6 decorated fairy
cakes

10C

6 scones

Homemade NHS
rainbow picture

Section 11

Yr 1 and Yr 2

7H

A plate of fruit pie
with homemade pastry

11A

A nature collage

7I

A plate of sausage rolls

11B

A coloured
drawing/painting

7J

A loaf of bread

11C

7K

A bottle of home brew

A construction kit
model

Section 8

Photography

11D

Homemade NHS
rainbow picture

Section 12

Yr3 and Yr4

12A

A drawing or
painting

12B

Homemade NHS
rainbow picture

Section 13

Yr5 to Yr8

13A

A construction kit
model

13B

A coloured
drawing/painting

13C

A piece of
craftwork

13D

Homemade NHS
rainbow picture

Section 14

Children's
cookery

14A

1 Victoria
Sandwich

14B

6 decorated
cupcakes

14C

6 biscuits

Section 15

Children's
photography

15A

Nature

15B

Holidays

15C

Lockdown

1E

Heaviest marrow

1F

Longest runner bean

1G

Funniest shaped
vegetable or fruit

1H

Bunch of 3 different
culinary herbs

Section 2

Fruit

2A

Eating apples

Section 3

Flowers

3A

Any 5 garden blooms

3B

A flower or spray on a
single stem

Section 4

Pot Plants

4A

A flowering or fruiting
pot plant

4B

A foliage pot plant

8A

Holidays

Section 5

Art

8B

Shapes

5A

A pencil sketch

8C

Architecture

5B

A painting in any
medium

8D

Children

8E

A black and white
photo

8F

A funny moment

5C

A painting in
watercolour

5D

A homemade card

Residential and Commercial Electrical Installations since 2009

Oﬃce: 0800 019 7992
Email: info@dsselectrical.co.uk
Web: www.dsselectrical.co.uk

Be sure to check out our reviews on Google - Search DSS Electrical
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Event hopes to celebrate the best
THE GAMLINGAY Show
Committee are still busy
planning and hoping that the
Village Show will be able to go
ahead in the autumn.
The date is set for September
19 from 1-5pm at the
Gamlingay Village Primary
School. And the theme of
this year's event will be to
"Celebrate the Best in People".
Organisers are especially
keen to honour the valuable
work that workers in the NHS,
emergency services, volunteers
and key workers have done
during the pandemic.
To help make the event
as inclusive as possible the
show will be free to all with
no admission fees this year.
There will also not be a hire
charge for stalls so that local
businesses, charities and clubs
can promote themselves.
Attractions will include a
memorial flypast by the RAF

Lancaster bomber from the
Battle of Britain.
And the Fun Run will also
be back, which is open to all
levels of ability, including
walkers.
Favourites such as the
Classic Car owners will be
there, and the ever-popular
fruit, vegetable, craft and
cookery competition classes
will also feature. Details of
class categories are available
on page 4, so readers can get
prepared.
Despite all their preparation,
organisers realise that the
show will only go ahead if
current social distancing
restrictions have been eased
enough by September.
However, they are staying
hopeful and are preparing the
perfect 'pick me up' for the
village.
Committee member, Dave
Masterson, said: "The show

Library opens with books and ebooks
THE VILLAGE library hopes to be
open again by July, albeit offering a
limited service.
Covid-19 restrictions means users
will be able to take books out, but
will not be able to browse the shelves.
Instead, they will have to request a
specific book and library staff will get
the book out for them. This measure is
to minimise the handling of books and
prevent the transmission of the virus.
Returned books will be isolated for
three days before they are reissued to
ensure they are clear of surface viruses.
To request a book, either phone,
email or visit the library. Staff are
happy to discuss what readers might
want t and to make suggestions for
new books.
An important part of the library
service is offering wifi/computer
access to those who do not have it at
home. For access to the IT facilities,
users should contact the library to
book them.
On booking, staff will let you know
what current safety requirements are
in place, according to the most recent

Browsing the shelves is no longer permitted.
government guidance. The village's
library is following Cambridgeshire
Libraries lead and is starting with
a carefully managed service that
can be gradually grown in line with
circumstances and Public Health
guidance.
Cambs Libraries also offer a huge
range of online facilities including
e-books. For information about these
services or have any questions, call
Gamlingay Library on 01767 651226,
or email: gamlingaylap@yahoo.com
For online library services, visit:
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
residents/libraries-leisure-culture/
libraries/library-online

will give everyone in the
village the opportunity
to come together after an
incredibly difficult period.
It will be a sign of a return
to normal village life, so
here's hoping that we can
all take part in the event in
September."
And in order to make the
event happen, the committee
are still appealing for
volunteers.
If anyone can spare some
time please contact the
committee on the details
shown below.
To reserve a stall, to
volunteer or for more
information, see the show's
website at:
www.thegamlingayshow.
co.uk
email: gamlingayshow@
hotmail.com or phone and
leave a message for the
committee on: 07519 921126

Group to support men’s
mental health

RESIDENT Geoff Kaye is hoping
to start up a group to help and
support men in the village who
are suffering with mental health
problems.
The ‘Men in Sheds’ group will
be part of a national network of
groups that offer men a friendly
environment in which they can
be honest about their mental
health problems and also do
activities which could help them.
Geoff said the sessions would
reflect members' needs and
could include activities such as
woodwork or computing. He
has also recieved help and advice
from the shed group in Bedford.
To find out more information
or if you wish to help Geoff set
up the group, email:
geoffk@btinternet.com
For more details on the
menssheds organisation see their
website at:
www.menssheds.org.uk
July & August 2020 | 5

We hope to be open
again soon
AT the time of writing this article,
we believe that the Government
will legally allow us to open by early
July. However, the need to socially
distance in its present form will make
it difficult for us to accommodate user
groups who rely on certain numbers
to make them viable.
Recent poll of users

We recently did a poll of our regular
user groups, and bearing in mind that
early July will bring us close to the
summer holidays when many groups
take a break anyway, most groups said
that they preferred to come back to us
in September.
We can only hope that is possible.
The fears of a second outbreak hang
over us, and many people are fearful of
going out, while others have tired of
lockdown and social distancing and are
starting to mix more freely.
One thing we can do now is to move
events, weddings and parties to new
dates, some of them into next year, so
if you need to contact us about a future
booking, please do.
Although Kate and Sarah are
furloughed, we are monitoring emails

6
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from home and responding to urgent
enquiries so you can send an email:
manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk
to ask about a postponement or a new
booking.
We have had requests for bookings
in September and October, and
we are happy to take them, on the
understanding that they might not be
able to go ahead.
The exception is the NHS blood
donor sessions, happening here on July
3 and July 14.
Like in April, these sessions will be
by appointment only, so no drop-ins
are permitted, and the blood service
will, of course, observe all the health
and safety measures required.
So if you have been invited to
give blood, please do keep your
appointment without fear.
By appointment only

As always, we would like to wish all
our friends, volunteers, regular hirers
and those who book events with us the
very best of health and safety, and hope
to see you soon. We miss you!

The Eco Hub Team

Trustees
needed to
steer us into
the future
The Hub is urgently seeking
three more Trustees. We
need people of all ages and
backgrounds who love their
community and want to keep
the Hub working in the best
way it can to serve our village.
This next year will be
challenging. We will have to
re-think many of the ways we
do things in a Covid-19 world.
The Hub constantly juggles
the difficult balance between
providing a low cost or free
service to the community and
bringing in enough monthly
income to cover the myriad
of expenses needed to keep a
building of this size running
smoothly.
Trustees meet every 1-2
months, depending on need.
So if you think you can help
with fresh ideas and thinking
please contact us by email
manager@gamlingayecohub.
org.uk so that we can tell you
more.

Careers with KMG Systems Ltd
KMG Systems Limited is the global leader in the design and
manufacture of equipment for the biggest names in the snacks
industry. We’ve been established on Station Road, Gamlingay for
more than 40 years and have over 150 employees. The business
grows every year and we are currently recruiting for many skilled
and unskilled roles including:

> Fabricator Welder
> Laser Operator/Nester
> Press Programmer/Operator
> Fork lift driver

> Sales Engineer
> Mechanical Engineer
> Design Engineer
> Project Engineer

We have other vacancies. Use the Solution

Gamlingay app

or visit www.kmgsystems.com to see the most current
vacancies and more information.

Apply by email to recruitment@kmgsystems.com
We see apprenticeships as an investment in our future and we are
actively recruiting for apprentices to start in June/July 2020.
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All our regular events have been
cancelled due to the Covid-19
pandemic. For updates on
lockdown procedures, see our
website. Due to the restrictions
on social gathering we are doing
church online.
Sunday Services

(including children’s resources)
every Sunday at 10:45am on
www.gbchurch.org.uk/latest-talks
GBC Youth group

every Sunday at 10:45am on
www.gbchurch.org.uk/youth
Small groups

are meeting every week virtually.
Email: office@gbchurch.org.uk for
more information.
Following us on social media to
keep updated with all our events:
Facebook.com/GamlingayBaptistChurch
Instagram: @gb_church
Twitter: @gb_church
For more details please contact Jane,
our administrator, on 651 519 or
email office@gbchurch.org.uk
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A message for summer
“Try and understand what part you have to play in the world in which
you live.There’s more to life than you know and it’s all happening out
there. Discover what part you can play and then go for it.”
- Ian Mckellen
IT is safe to say, life has changed. While
I know so many of us are desperate
for the end of lockdown and a return
to normality, I am afraid to say that
is just not a reality. We are all living
through a period of history which has
transformed the world, in some ways
for the better and in other ways that
are perhaps more challenging.
As a church, we are exploring
‘What is Church?’ (check it out on our
website,YouTube and Facebook page)
It is clear to us,that what it means to
be the gathered church, looks and
feels different at the moment, and will
need to be ever-changing beyond these
strange times. Questions are being
asked as to what our services will look
like upon our return? Will we continue
online? Should we be gathering as
often as we do? Should things change?
Should the Backroom Cafe open more
than once a week? These are just some
of the questions that have been brought
to me… change has come, and more
(I’m sure) is on the way.

firm foundations that won’t be shaken.
The good news is, we have that firm
foundation, that will not be shaken,
but it isn’t your way of thinking, your
country, or your job. It’s Jesus.
Change is happening

We read, ‘Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever’
(Hebrews 13:8). The just, loving,
relational, inspiring, merciful,
powerful, beautiful, wonderful
Jesus, never changes. He is the firm
foundation, on which all is built. If
there is change happening around us,
we can withstand it with ease, because
we know what won’t change. That is
a core part of our belief as Christians.
Jesus is never-changing.
So, while we all have a part to play in
the change this world is experiencing,
we can find strength, courage,
comfort, guidance, love, grace and so
much more in a relationship with Jesus.
Don’t believe me? Why not give it a go.
Explore what it is I mean. What do you
have to loose? If I am wrong, you have
Change is needed
lost nothing, except maybe time. If I
In the middle of all of this pandemic, am right, the gain is unmeasurable.
we have seen the rise of a social justice
So why not get in touch? Tune into
issue, that has been overlooked for
a Sunday service, or our Wednesday
far too long - racial inequality. While
prayers. Or maybe you want to get in
many will have an opinion on the
touch for a virtual coffee? I’d love to
‘Black Lives Matter’ organisation and
hear from you as we figure out what
whether or not the protests should
our part is in this change, and we do it
end, I hope you would agree that Black together.
Lives do matter, and that we have a
responsibility in being the change we
Rev Adrian Semerene
want to see. We all have a part to play. Lead Pastor, Gamlingay Baptist Church
Sometimes change can be scary, and adrian@gbchurch.org.uk
difficult. Sometimes we struggle with 07472 350 860
change, because we like to hold on to Twitter: @asemerene

Advertise your business in
the Gazette. Email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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Letter for the summer
Dear Friends
AS we seem to be coming to the end of
the first phase of Covid-19 in the UK,
and lockdown is being eased, I think
many people are finding it hard to
keep their emotional balance - not that
many of us find that easy at the best
of times! We forget so quickly what
benefits we have in favour of a nostalgia
for what was before, which we do
not have now. It is apparent that many
who have responded with energy and
action are running out of steam just
as the next phase requires new action
and motivation. And many are just
exhausted from superhuman efforts
we were all grateful for at the time but
quickly forget. As always, my question
is ‘where is God in all this?’
I know that for many that question
is at best irrelevant, at worst a bit of
an invitation to rant. But for people of
faith, it is THE question which God’s
people have asked and should ask at
every turn.
The answer is always ‘in the thick
of it’ although we may be tempted to
say ‘absent’ when we do not discern a

10
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presence. God’s proof was the person
of Jesus, so the evangelical ‘What
Would Jesus Do?’ And ‘Jesus In Me’
is perhaps another way of putting the
same question and also answering it.
Like many profound questions it is
easier to ask than to answer, and the
simple answers are often the most
complicated to unpack. ‘Jesus is in me’
is the faith of the Baptised, the Holy
Spirit is the gift of God in Baptism,
so why is it that not everyone who is
baptised is spiritually alight? Why is it
that I may want to be ‘a good Christian’
but I don’t always manage it - to the
extent that anyone may well say ‘if
that’s Christianity it’s not worth much
and I don’t want it’?
My reply to that, for myself, is that
you don’t know what I would be like
without my faith, and I know I’m
not the perfected article. And when
I answer for others the same in some
cases, and in others, that evil has always
been able to dress up as good, but that
we know it by its fruits.
As to where is God in me/in the
present situation, the answers are
worth digging for, and they lie within
us and in the Bible.Yet you have to be
prepared to engage with both, allowing
the Holy Spirit to lead us as history
is littered with interpretations which
are a mere mirror of the prejudices
brought to the texts.
I was once told that ‘break down
can lead to break through’ and I have
found this increasingly to be the case not that it always does of course. But
it is sometimes necessary to let go of
old prejudices, patterns of thought
and actions to take hold of a bigger
piece of the truth. Admitting someone
else’s piece of the truth, and offering
kindness, to ourselves as well as others,
are steps on the path. Institutional
Church has never been perfect, and
certainly isn’t now, but I pray that a
generation so much in need of the

truths Jesus came to proclaim does not
entirely throw out the baby with the
bathwater.
Jesus told a story about taking care
when setting out to remove a speck
from someone else’s eye, suggesting
we need to removed the great lumps of
wood in our own vision before sorting
out someone else’s. We do right to be
wary of people offering eye surgery to
us, but let us take care we do not need
it more than we are aware of.
Come Holy Spirit, open the eyes
of my heart that I may perceive your
works and be part of the Kingdom
Jesus came to show us both now and in
eternity.
As we work out how to ‘do Church’
in ways that serve our community both
of the Church and beyond, may God
bless us all.
Blessings and love to all,
Hilary

We don’t have an events
diary for the next couple of
months, but check our weekly
newsletters online (on the St
Mary’s Church and Hatley
village websites). We shall be
arranging some things ad hoc
to help raise contributions
to central church, to help
keep the CofE presence in the
villages.
Details of church services
will be there too, as we expect
to see changes at short notice.
We expect that 9.30 Zoom
services will continue until
September, so do join us
then. To contact anyone
from St Mary’s or for
service invitations email
StMarysprayer@gmail.com

WHEN 2nd Gamlingay Guides
met on March 11, none of us
had any idea that it would be
the last time we would meet
face-to-face for months.
At the beginning of
lockdown we leaders tried
to think of some fun things
the girls could do whilst at
home for a few weeks. We set
them an Easter challenge and
asked them to decorate their
windows with rainbows and
other fun pictures.
We also set a treasure hunt
for the girls to do with clues
hidden around the village
and those who completed it
received a certificate and some
sweets! Some of the girls have
also been working on the Stay
Connected Challenge, making
meals for elderly neighbours

Ladletown:The Girl Guides wooden spoon puppet display in Charnocks Close
and writing to Guiding
penfriends.
After a few weeks though, we
really wanted to do more, so we
have been using Zoom to hold
our weekly Guide meeting. It
was so lovely to see the girls the
first time – we hadn’t seen them
for ten weeks!
Via Zoom we have had a
scavenger hunt around their
houses, played bingo and held a
virtual pet show where the girls
showed everyone their pet and

told us about them. Recently,
the girls created some amazing
characters from wooden spoons
and their finished creations
were displayed at the end
of Charnocks Close where
we hoped they would make
everyone smile as they walked
past!
Girlguiding members are
known for being resourceful,
our motto is Be Prepared, and
recently we have certainly had
to be!
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Stormy skies over Gamlingay
©Chris Shillam

Poppies on Long Lane.
©Chris Shillam

MANY of us are still enjoying
our local countryside even as
lockdown restrictions have eased
and we can travel further.
June was hot and flowers
around the village burst into
bloom, leaving vivid splashes
of colour in the hedgerows
and fields. The humid weather
broke at the end of the month,
with dramatic skies and storms
brooding over the village.

Looking for friends: A teddy in a window
during lockdown. ©Chris Shillam

Blue flower meadow. ©Kelvin Ross

Wendy Hall WMSCh,
MPSPract,DipCTec

Wendy Hall WMSCh,
MPSPract,DipCTec
Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Moor Farm Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Cottage, Potton Road,
Abbotsley, St Neots, Cambridgeshire,
Moor Farm
Cottage,
PE19
6TY Potton Road, Abbotsley,
St Neots, Cambridgeshire,
PE196TY

Telephone 01767 677 554
Mobile 07926
35501767
884 677554
Telephone
Mobile07926 355884

For all kinds of foot problems e.g.
corns,
callus, bunions, nail trims
For all kinds of foot problems e.g. corns, callus,
all in bunions
the comfort
of your
own
homeof your own
nail trims
all in the
comfort
or at my
surgery.
home
or at my surgery.
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Cafe hopes to connect again

Hatley meeting

It has been a while since the Connect Café at the Eco Hub was able to serve up a
cuppa. However, Ann, Lindsay and Dawn, who run the cafe on Friday mornings
are hoping to be able to put the kettle on again soon.
They said: “It seems such a long time ago that we were all together at Connect
Café but hopefully it won’t be too long before things start getting back to
normal.
“We hope everything is ok with all our regulars and if anyone ever feels like a
chat it would be lovely to hear from you.”
The Connect Café is hoping to reopen as soon as government guidelines allow.
It is usually open on Fridays from 10.30am-12.30pm and serves up tea, coffee, a
selection of cakes and a warm welcome.
Call the organisers for more informatio, phone Ann on 651 134, phone
Lindsay on 651 227 or phone Dawn on 652 832.

Club cancels 2020 events

Picture by
StockSnap from Pixabay

AN Ordinary Meeting of
Hatley Parish Council is due
to take place remotely on
Tuesday, July14 at 7.30pm.
All members of the public
are welcome to join the
meeting via Zoom (phone or
internet access is required).
Details of how to join the
meeting will be available
from the Parish Clerk in July.
GAMLINGAY Gardening
Club has made the “sad
decision” to cancel all events
planned for this year, due to
the uncertainty caused by
Covid-19.
When meetings resume
the club will contact
members and publish details
in the Gamlingay Gazette.
Information about their
December AGM will be
announced nearer the time.
To contact the committee,
email: marcia.kaye@
btinternet.com.
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Picking the cherry harvest
THIS month we’re taking a look at
the Cherry Orchards at Cross’s farm,
which was situated in Mill Street and
stretched to where School Close and
Fairfield now is. These pictures of the
pickers and the farm stores capture the
harvest in the year 1910.
The Cross’s cherry orchards were
the only ones in the area and stopped
producing in the 1960s. The land
and farm were eventually sold for
housing development.
All these pictures were taken by the
Cross family on glass plates on a large
format camera, 10x8 inches. Stan
Cross lent me the glass plates in the
days before digital photography, which
meant working with chemicals and an
enlarger to print them. I had to contact
print each glass plate onto a piece of
photographic paper and develop then
copy onto film. In order to transform
them into digital files a few years ago I
simply scanned each 10x8 print to get
a high quality file.
The harvest is in full swing (right above
& below) with the use of ladders and
large baskets to gather the cherries for
transporting back to the store.Walter
Cross, father of Stan Cross, is seen on
the right(above) with a shotgun, what
he wanted that for you can only wonder.

    
   

 



Greens up and thickens the lawn

Locally owned & operated business

Removes weeds & minimises moss

Regular personalised treatments

Completely safe for children & pets

No contract - Direct Debit available

 

www.greensleeves-uk.com • Email: hunts@greensleeves-uk.com
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(Above) After the cherries were picked they were transported back to the farm's storage buildings for sorting, packing and selling.

(Right) Miss D Cross of Gamlingay, who was a school
teacher at Potton school, seen here with a bicycle she
purchased from Tysoe's in Potton.
This copy of the invoice (above) shows the purchase of
the bicycle for the sum of £7.00 in 1907.Thanks to
Donald Chapman of Potton for the invoice.

(Below)Walter Cross driving theWagstaffs' family
car with David Cross in the front passenger seat in
1910.TheWastaffs lived in Potton.

(Above)Walter Cross at the reins of theWagstaffs
pony and trap, theWagstaffs are in the trap as well.
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ensure that the vital role of providing
much-needed affordable homes can
continue safely and efficiently during
these uncertain times.
Track and trace

TRACK and Trace is now under
way. There are 10,000 track and
tracers available and because there
are nowhere near this many positive
tests per day at the moment many
of them are just waiting for a call.
The argument is that it is best to have
capacity in the system than not.

Support local shops

COUNCILLORS are promoting a
South Cambs ‘Shop Local’ campaign.
For many of us it is the local shops
staying open, doing deliveries and
stocking different things that has made
life bearable for the past three months.
We have relied on local shops during
the lockdown and it is now imperative
that as restrictions ease we repay
what the shops have done for us by
continuing to shop local whenever we
can.
As always, it is a case of ‘use it or lose
it’ and if we do not have local retailers,
should this situation ever recur, we will
find it even more difficult to cope.

workforce on sites and this is the
argument for allowing them to work
for longer hours. Parish Councils will
be consulted and it is not a forgone
conclusion that extended operating
hours will be allowed everywhere and
it is hoped that it will not cause serious
local issues.

Greater Cambridge plan

THANK you to the thousands of
people who took part in a recent
consultation on the future of Greater
Cambridge - the consultation reached
more residents than ever.
Initial feedback from the consultation
identified key areas to be explored
during the development of the Local
New Council housing
Plan. For new housing there is support
IT is very exciting to see the new
for densification of existing urban
council house handovers in Gt
areas, along with development along
Abington over the lockdown period.
public transport corridors. However,
Thank you to volunteers
The Housing New Build department views on development around villages
A REALLY positive aspect of lockdown continue to work very closely with
were polarised and on Green Belt
has been the enormous efforts of all
the tenancy team and patch officer for development, it appears there is
our volunteers and coordinators who Housing to ensure that stringent health some support for locations which
have been really pushing themselves
and safety practices are in place to
are sustainable in transport terms,
to the limits to keep all our vulnerable
to reduce car travel from locations
residents safe, and still are.
further away.
As the impact of job losses, reduced
Infrastructure – which can refer to
Hatley
Village
Hall
income and loneliness and isolation
road and cycle networks, education
Available for hire every day
really start to hit, their efforts have
and health provision, and more – was
8.30am to midnight
unfailingly increased to meet the
the theme that attracted the most
A clean, pleasant and roomy hall escalating demand. Thank you so much.
interest, by a substantial margin, with
can seat 85, with good acoustics
transport being the most commented
One user per session; new kitchen and
Move to help builders
on topic. Provision of homes was
boiler
Ideal for meetings and parties
THE GOVERNMENT has instructed
Large car park
local authorities to take a pragmatic
£11.00 per hour (£8.50 Hatley residents)
approach to allowing housing
To book, please contact Kim Wilde on
developers to work for longer
01767 650 596 www.hatley.info
hours than in their existing planning
permissions. This approach hopes
to kick-start house building, which
has suffered considerably during
lockdown.
We are seeing some of the big
builders starting with a much reduced
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key and then climate change, which
prompted a wide range of views. These
ranged from those who felt it was a
high priority, to those who felt that
other issues should take precedence.
Many respondents said that
continuing economic growth
was important, although a lot of
respondants also raised questions as to
whether growth was desirable. Some
stated that well-being was a priority
over growth, while others expressed
the view that economic growth was the
means to raise quality of life.
The first key milestone for public
participation in the plan is summer
2021, when members of the public
will be asked for input into the
proposed approach. This will be the
‘preferred options’ stage, which sets
out specifics such as proposed levels
of development for jobs and homes;
sites allocated for development, and
the preferred approach for key policy
topics such as climate change targets,
affordable housing thresholds, and
approach to development in villages.

woodland, water and grassy meadow
areas. These are all carefully managed
to support and enhance the diversity
of the natural environment and
throughout the year offer visitors a
chance to see an abundance of wildlife.
However, in March, the main
sources of the park's income – the
car park and café – were closed after
social distancing was put into place.
The Park’s chargeable sports and
activity programme was also halted.
Fortunately, these facilities are now reopening so please do visit.

and Sustrans, on the plans. The new
measures aim to make walking and
cycling the default option for short
journeys and they hope to be in place
in the next few weeks.
Currently the focus is on schemes
in Cambridge and Peterborough but
further funding has been promised
and parish councils are being
urged to submit their schemes for
consideration.
Transport Survey

CAMBRIDGESHIRE County Council
participates in the National Highways
Zoos open to visitors
and Transport Public Satisfaction
EVERYONE is relieved that the two
survey. The survey asks residents
zoos in South Cambs, Shepreth and
for their views on Cambridgeshire’s
Linton, are now open to visitors, albeit highways and transport services – from
with rigorous social distancing in place. the condition of roads and footpaths
Zoos have really struggled during
to the quality of cycling facilities.
lockdown as they were not able to
Survey forms will be sent out to a
furlough staff as they needed to work
randomly selected sample of 3,900
to feed the animals. However, they
Cambridgeshire residents inviting
have suffered from a lack of revenue
them to take part. More information is
from visitors. So if you fancy a lovely
available at: www.nhtnetwork.org
trip out, please do consider a visit to
one or both of them.
Low flying Helicopters
Cash boost for county park
RESIDENTS in some villages have
SOUTH Cambs is to give Milton
Walking and cycling plan
been alarmed by late night low flights
Country Park up to £50,000 to ensure AS Covid-19 restrictions are eased, the by Apache helicopters during June.
it can survive after its revenue sources Government has advised members of
Enquiries were made and it was
dried up during the lockdown.
the public to walk and cycle wherever discovered that the Apache helicopters,
The grant will include a £25,000
possible, rather than relying on cars
operating from Wattisham Airfield in
payment now and the option of the
and public transport. To help residents Suffolk, had been authorised to operate
second half from September and will
achieve this, SCDC and CCC have
in the general and wider area.
mean residents can continue to enjoy
helped draw up measures that aim to
The rules say low flying should be
the site. The money is being made
encourage more people to walk or
conducted at the highest separation
available to the Cambridge Sport Lakes cycle whenever they can.
criteria, (consistent with any
Trust charity, which runs the 95-acre
The councils have worked closely
operational or training requirements)
park on South Cambridgeshire District with the Cambridgeshire and
and should normally be no lower than
Council’s behalf.
Peterborough Combined Authority
250ft Above Ground Level (AGL) for
The park's many different natural
as well as organisations Camcycle
fixed wing aircraft and 100ft AGL
habitats include a combination of
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for rotary wing aircraft. Due to their
unique role, military helicopters may
operate down to ground level in some
circumstances.
The MOD accept that flying at night
can be particularly disturbing and for
that reason they aim to complete the
training as early as possible. During the
summer months some of the essential
training activity will commence later
in the evening, so that it is dark enough
to achieve maximum benefit from the
training.
There are no uninhabited areas
of the UK large enough to cater for
essential training needs. Therefored, it
is MOD policy that, in principle, the
whole of the UK is open to low flying
by military aircraft in order to spread
the activity as widely and equitably as
possible.
Further information about military
low flying can be found on the
following website:
www.gov.uk/military-low-flying
New police station plan

A RECENT public consultation
found that Cambridge's Parkside
Central police station is no longer
fit for purpose as it does not have
enough cells. And so the Police will
plan to build a new main station
for Cambridge in Miton, while also
maintaining a presence in the city
centre. Further consultation will take
place over the summer.

a community building or group, you
could qualify for funding from this
scheme.
South Cambs makes many small
grants to support community projects
so please get in touch and make your
case. Recent funding awarded includes
for equipment such as replacement
tables, outdoor benches, kitchen fitouts, rare bird conservation schemes
and mowers.
Concessionary Bus Passes

AT the start of lockdown the County
Council worked with bus companies
to allow concessionary bus passes to
be used before 9.30am. By relaxing
the time limits people were able to
access supermarkets and the reserved
shopping slots being offered to elderly
residents at the time.
However, further social distancing
measures have reduced capacity on
public transport. Therefore, to ensure
that there is sufficient public transport
capacity for key workers, bus operators
will no longer accept concessionary
passes before 9.30am.
Waterbeach Incinerator

YOU might recall an application to the
County Council for a waste incinerator
at Waterbeach, which was refused by
the Council and then appealed.
The Secretary of State has agreed
with the appointed Inspector that the
appeal be dismissed because of the
adverse impact on the landscape and
Community Chest Grants
the Ancient Scheduled Monument
WE were very pleased to see that the at Denny Abbey (aka the Farmland
Reading Room in Croydon recieved
Museum). The Inspector did not find
a £1,000 from the Community Chest any adverse reasons related to health or
Grant scheme. If you are involved with pollution impacts.
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Noise at Green End

HAVING received a number of
complaints about noise emanating
from the Green End Industrial site, we
contacted the firm running the timber
roof truss factory and they introduced
measures to alleviate the problem. As
far as we know this has been reasonably
successful but please let us know if
there is an ongoing problem.
Hall misses out on WiFi

UNFORTUNATELY, Hatley Village
Hall was not included in the shortlist
for WiFi provision because of technical
issues. Officers hope they can access
government funding in the Local Full
Fibre Networks programme.
Your councillors are here to help
you. Please contact us with
comments, questions, problems
or complaints.

Komino rules
Using the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each box
contains one pair. A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side.

June's solution

I hope that you have enjoyed the challenge
of solving these Komino puzzles.
These are similar to the ones that I have
published in my first book of 200 Komino
Puzzles which is currently available
with 25% off the retail price from my
publishers (Troubador) for £7.50 at www.
kominopuzzle.com

Sautéed artichoke

Vegetarian recipe by Roderick Starksfield

JERUSALEM artichokes, what a strange vegetable. Whoever first dug
one up and thought what does this taste like? It looks very alien, a tuber,
covered in knobs and lumps with some hairy root bits; as for the texture,
very hard and crisp, to the point of sometimes being hard to cut – it tends
to snap! However, once cleaned and cooked it turns into a silky smooth
paste that almost needs a spoon to eat. The method, below, uses the crisp
browned surface to keep the soft Artichokes in place.
Ingredients

Method

Jerusalem artichokes, the sizes vary,
but for two people about 5 medium
sized tubers
Mushrooms, four medium sized or two
Portobello.
A good glug of oil
Large lump of butter
Small pinch of chilli flakes
Two shallots (or one banana shallot)
Large garlic clove, finely chopped
Half a glass of red wine
Tablespoon of soy sauce, or mushroom
ketchup

To prepare the artichokes cut off the
small lumps and hairy roots. Give them
a good scrub with a stiff brush – most
of the outer skin with come off leaving
a creamy colored surface. Make sure all
bits of soil and grit are removed. Some
skin left on is fine, as this will crisp up
with the cooking.
Chop the artichokes into disks, about
5mm thick; you will need a sharp knife
as the artichokes will easily break up,
being so crisp.
Bring a pan of water to the boil, and
briefly blanch the disks for 3 minutes

to slightly soften the artichokes. Next,
put butter and oil in a large frying pan
and heat until the butter is melted and
starting to foam (always use a glug of
oil when frying with butter as it stops
the butter burning).
Lay the artichoke slices in an even
layer in the pan, you may need to do
this in two stages unless you have a
very large pan.
Reduce the heat and fry until the
disks have turned golden brown on the
bottom. Turn the disks over carefully
and brown the other side.
Remove from the pan with a slotted
spoon, and drain on kitchen paper
while you cook the rest of the dish.
Slice the mushrooms and cook as
above until nicely browned and then
place on kitchen paper to drain and
keep warm.
There should still be a good covering
of buttery oil in the pan, add the finely
chopped shallots and garlic to this and
cook until softened.
Add the chilli flakes and season well.
Then add the wine and soy sauce and
cook briskly to reduce the liquid to a
sticky sauce.
Pile the artichokes and mushrooms
onto plates and spoon over some of
the sauce.
Serve with a few salad leaves such as
watercress or rocket, which are lovely.
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Emergency Services

Churches

Police, Ambulance
and Fire

999

Baptist Church, office

Non-Emergency Fire

01223 376 217

St. Mary The Virgin

Non-Emergency Police 101
and Community Police
PC John Coppard
john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk
Healthcare and Council
Medical centre
Appointments
Emergences

651 544
651 546

District nurses

08456 024 064

Age Concern

01354 696 650

Homecare
Anne Hutson

07776 021 611

Community car scheme
Alison Baker

07519 493 701

Parish Council
650 310
Clerks: Kirstin Rayner, Leanne Bacon
at ecohub: clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman: Colin Smith
Vice-Chairman: Tony Goss
Library
Kate Laugharne

651 226

Forward Gamlingay
Chair: Sarah Groom

Politics
Member of Parliament 0207 219 3000
Anthony Browne
anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk
651 982

District Councillor
650 510
Bridget Smith
03450 450 500
Monday-Saturday 08:00 to 20:00
South Cambridgeshire District Council
Hatley District Councillor 07885 774 775
Heather Williams
cllr.williams@scambs.gov.uk
Faulty Street Lamps
20

Everton Village Hall
Hatley St. George Village Hall
Methodist Chapel
St. Mary' Church
Social Club

0800 7838 247
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651 519
650 112
650 587
650 052
650 779

Sarah Groom
Kate Laughame

651 226

Kim Wilde
www.hatley.info
Parish Council
Lindy Gorton
Martin Hull

682 251
650 596
650 310
650 581
650 418

Hobbies, Leisure and Interests
Bell Ringers
Booklinks
Community Choir
East Beds Model Railway Society
Friends of St Mary’s
Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners
Association (GAGA)
Gamlingay Archaelogical Group
(Gamarch)

Hatley Parish Council 650 596
Clerk: Kim Wilde
parishclerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman: Margot Eagle

County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley

Halls for Hire
Ecohub

Jane
Sally Graves
Rector: Hilary Young
ChurchWarden: Alec Hissett
Reader: Chris Miller

Gamlingay Players
Gamlingay Walkers
Gardening Club
Guild of St. Mary's
History Society
Lacecaps
Ladybird Club
Music Club
Photographic Society
Potton and District Writers
Royal British Legion
Sandy and District Round Table

John Boocock
Kate Laugharne
Jan Cooper
Secretary: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com
Helen Miller
Secretary: Mick Slimm
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Membership Secretary: Bob Gordon
Bob.gordon22@talktalk.net

650 736

Chris Tomsett
Secretary: Julia Manley
juliamanley@yahoo.com
Amy Lovat
lovatl@hotmail.com
Miriam and Phil Titchner
Lindy Gorton
Liz Huckle
Peter Wright
gamlingayhistory@gmail.com
Pat Brunsdon
Mrs C Watson
Geoff Bruerton
Chair/Secretary. Jackie Bruce
nickbruce7@btinternet.com
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk
pottonwriters@gmail.com
Sebastian Kindersley
Jackie Hough
Lee Packham Brown

650 009

650 178

677 390

651 913

07843 527 979
654 891
650 581
650 988

01480 385 351
650 707
650 748

651 982
651 070

Sir John Jacob's Almshouses
Trustees:
St. Neots Model Railway Club
Village Show
Womens' Institute

Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Philip Gorton
John Kneeshaw
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com
Amy Lovat
Anne Clarke
Jean York

651 070
651 982
650 581

07843 527 979
651 932
650 367

Preschool Groups and Education
Carers Group
Everton Preschool
Jelly Tots
Montessori

Bridget Smith
Julie
Emma Radley
Natalie
Mrs Pat Jenkins

Rainbow Preschool

Lisa Burton

650 510
07814 815 491
07156 027 150
691 477
650 645
07714 821 940
651 996

School
Gamlingay Primary

650 208

Sports
Bowls Club
Breeze Ladies Cycling
Football Club
Gamlingay Gym
Girls Football – MUGA

Brian Culverhouse
Gill Kitchener
Chair: Brian Culverhouse
(youth teams)

Junior Football School

Nancy Kyle
nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk
Brian Culverhouse

Tennis Club
Waresley Cricket Club

John Gray
Phil Masdin

651 020
650 035
651 020
651 785
651 785
651 020
654 165
221 027

Youth Groups
1st Gamlingay Brownies
1st Gamlingay Rainbows
2nd Gamlingay Guides
Beavers
Explorers
Gamlingay Cubs
Gamlingay Scouts
Gransden Cubs
Pathfinder Scouts
Tinuwen Rangers
Youth Cafe
Youth Club

Jane Brown
Helen Brown
Benita Scott
Mark Harrision
Vacancy
Steve Palmer
Will Colebrook
Susan Jefferd
Mark Harrision
Irene Gray
Lucy Rands
Lucy Rands

652 997
449 043
650 547
07979 102 568
651 532
07527 717 463
261 000
07979 102 568
651 212
07929 453 235
07929 453 235

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and
Social Service General
Enquiries

0345 045 5201

Adult Social Care

0345 045 5202

Children’s Services

0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled
Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health

0345 045 5205

Learning Disability
Partnership/Sensory
Services

0345 045 5221

General Community Services
Citizenship

0345 045 5155

Education Transport

0345 045 5208

Education Welfare
Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

Family Information
Service

0345 045 1360

General Enquiries

0345 045 5200

Human Resources
(Recruitment Line)

0345 045 5210

Library Services
(includes automatic
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Online Payments
Support

0345 045 5211

Streetscene
(Highways, Transport
and Streets)

0345 045 5212

Switchboard

0345 045 5222

Trading Standards

0845 4040506

Waste Management

0345 045 5207

The Gazette
For email contributions please go
to our website and upload your
copy, or email:
editor@gamlingaygazette.uk
To advertise your business in the
village magazine, please email for
details:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk
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For details to advertise your business in The Gazette please email:
adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

Kirstie Timmins Your Local Personal Travel Agent
Let me plan your next holiday, saving you stress and time, I will personally tailor your travel
experience, providing impartial advice, to help you make up your informed decision
One to one excellent service from start to finish, with free local meetings available.
100% Financial Protection / 24/7 Support / 100% personal customer satisfaction
T. 01767 360014 / 654890 M.07815 814798
E .kirstie.timmins@travelcounsellors.com
W.http://www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/kirstie.timmins
FB@kirstietimmins
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