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Green-fingered Grower of Church

Street Bloomers

As we suffer the gloom, murk and icy chill
may be pleasant to remind everyone of the
days of 2016, which seem so far away at
who walked, cycled or drove along Church
can have failed to notice the beautiful and
arrangements outside the businesses in

of winter, we thought it
light and balmy summer
the moment. No-one
Street last summer
very abundant floral
the street.

These were the work of Mick ‘The Brush’
Church Street himself (he’s a painter and
hence the nickname). Mick always decorates
lovely arrangements of flowers but last
adorning three Church Street businesses
colourful flower boxes and baskets. These
much admiration from Gamlingay folk,
many a face.

Turner, who lives in
decorator by trade,
his own house with
year he set about
with some beautiful,
were the subject of
and brought a smile to

Jill and Lui of LJ’s Sandwich bar were very impressed with Mick’s work on their premises. “We had loads of
compliments on the lovely floral arrangements at the front of the shop” said Lui “but we had to admit that
they were all Mick’s work. He put in loads of his own time and doesn’t ask anything in return. Well done
him for being so community-spirited!”
										

Continued on page 8
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Hatley Village Hall

Available for hire every day,
8.30 am to midnight
A clean, pleasant and roomy hall – can
seat 85, has good acoustics, one user
per session, new kitchen and boiler.
Ideal for meetings and parties. Large
car park.
£10.00 per hour (£7.50 Hatley
residents).
To book, please contact Jill and Clive
Weightman on 01767 651 322 /
weightmanclive@yahoo.co.uk.
Photos on www.hatley.info.
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Due to changes concerning data
protection, The Gazette is very
cautious about reproducing pictures
of children. Every effort is made not
to single out individuals, and parental
permission is sought before using
any item to highlight an individual
child.
Your letters and items for articles
can be dropped off at 82 Church
Street, Gamlingay or emailed to Nick
Bruce. We do not accept anonymous
contributions.
Every care is taken to ensure the
accuracy of the items included
but the views expressed do not
necessarily express the views of the
Committee

e- geepeers@hotmail.com
Village web pages:
Ted Bradshaw (Gazette Website) gamlingaygazette.uk
and Roderick Starksfield (Village website) gamlingay.org
Photographer: Ed Newman
Hatley contact: Philippa Pearson
e: hatleychurch@gmail.com

Copy Deadline
March deadline is 1st February
April deadline is 1st March

Gamlingay History Society
February 13th
John Morgan - Hunts Cyclists of WW1
Gamlingay Village College
7-30 Room 2
Contact 01767-652899/651472
e; gamlingayhistory@gmail.com

The next Parish
Council meeting

Gamlingay Photographic Society

for Hatley is due to be held on
Tuesday 21st March, 2017 at
7.30 pm in
Hatley Village Hall.

Our Subscription Rates are now reduced to half price for the remainder of the
2016-2017 season. These are Single £20.00, Family £33.00 and concessions
£17.50. For full details visit our website www.gamlingayps.org.uk, email Jackie
or Nick on nickbruce7@btinternet.com or call 01767-651025
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REFLEXOLOGY CLINIC
(Established 2002)

CARLA ROBINSON MAR.VRT. REIKI

NB: Work format for Articles
Work sent in for The Gazette should, wherever possible, be in Word format with
any accompanying photographs in jpeg format. Please specify where photographs
are to be placed in relation to the content. If sent in PDF format, mistakes may not
be corrected and layout quality may suffer.

Treatments offered at my clinic

REFLEXOLOGY
VERTICAL REFLEXOLOGY
REIKI
HEAD & SHOULDER MASSAGE
Holistic therapies to improve many conditions and
bring a sense of Relaxation and Well-being
13 years of professional accredited CPD advanced
training and experience
Gift vouchers available
_

Tel: 01767-651634/0777-201-2928
email: carlafeet@gmail.com
Or visit my website www.solepractice.co.uk

LIBERTY
Conservatories, Doors and Windows
Specialist in Quality PVCu and
Aluminium
Conservatories
Orangeries
Doors
Sash Windows
Casement Windows
Bi Folding Doors
Canopies
Verandas
Guttering
Fascias
Summerhouses
And all related Remedials and Repairs
For a no obligation Quotation Contact:Matthew Sanders on 07976586615
Office address:- 81 Cinques Road
Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3NR
Tel/Fax:-01767-651815
email:-msanders471@btinternet.com

Need an...

ELECTRICIAN?

Over 40 Years of Service
No VAT Added

01480 473892
07802 720173
mosselectric@hotmail.com

A FENSA Registered Company
10 Year Insurance Backed Guarantee
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Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin
Gamlingay with Hatley and Everton cum Tetworth

Reader and Churchwarden - Chris Miller
11 Bunyan Close, Gamlingay - 650779

Churchwarden - Mrs Jan Cooper
69 Green Acres, Gamlingay - 650178
Key

E -Everton

05-Feb
05-Feb
05-Feb
12-Feb
12-Feb
12-Feb
19-Feb
19-Feb
26-Feb
26-Feb
26-Feb
26-Feb

G -Gamlingay

8.00am
10.00am
4.00pm
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
9.30am
11.00am
8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
6.00pm

H-Hatley St George February 2017

Holy Communion
First Sunday
Evensong
Parish Eucharist
Holy Communion
Word and Worship
Parish Eucharist with prayers for healing
Parish Eucharist
Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Evensong

G
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G
H
E
G
E
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G
E
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Dear friends
As you read this, Christmas is well and truly behind us, the decorations have been put away for another year and
we are proceeding out of winter towards spring. The shoots on the plants are indicative of impending growth as
we look forward to gardens full of colour once again.
However, there is still one more Christian festival to observe before we head on towards Easter - and that feast
is the Presentation of Christ in the Temple or Candlemas, traditionally celebrated on 2 February. This feast has a
two-fold significance. First of all it is the ritual purification of Mary, forty days after the birth of Jesus and secondly
it marks the ritual presentation of Jesus in the Temple at Jerusalem. The ritual purification of women refers to
a Jewish tradition which says that women were considered unclean after the birth of a child. Women were not
allowed to worship in the temple for 40 days if they had given birth to a boy, and for 60 days for a girl! After this
time the women would be brought to the temple to be purified (this compares with the more recent practice
called the Churching of Women still carried out in some churches today). As the first-born son, Jesus was also
brought to the temple as was the custom.
The feast day is called Candlemas as in some churches there is a traditional blessing and distribution of candles on
that day.
So, for Jesus, this was another “rite of passage” as he grew up and we have only one more account of his young
life before we meet him as an adult.
And as we move on in our lives, we too pass through various rites of passage. It is rather like our gardens where
everything that grows goes through an annual cycle, each stage being preceded by another essential one. So, as
we watch our gardens showing signs of new life, may we all come out of winter and enter spring with confidence
for what lies ahead for us this year.
With best wishes to you all.
Chris Miller
Licensed Lay Minister and Churchwarden
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Gamlingay Baptist Church
Stocks Lane, Gamlingay 				www.gbchurch.org.uk
Church Secretary: Mrs Linda Fraser
01767 677710

February 2017

Love is in the air… Or at
least in the shop windows
and TV commercials…
February is a month notoriously
known for its overpriced
Valentine’s day gifts, be it
chocolates, flowers, jewellry, or
whatever the current ‘it’ item to
have may be. There’s not much
I can tell you about St Valentine
that you don’t already know, or
can’t find out with a quick google
search. What I can tell you is that
since the middle ages, he’s been associated with a tradition of courtly love, emphasizing
nobility and chivalry…
Unfortunately, Valentine’s day nowadays is not emphasizing nobility or chivalry, rather
gifts to express some form of love, many times in a very intimate manner. More and
more, our society talks about love, but I’ve started to wonder, what is it that we call
love? What describes our love? How serious are we about love? It seems that we love our
coffee, we love shopping, we love a great steak, and then we love our partners as well.
The English language is limited in its available words for love, whereas ancient Greek,
the language the New Testament is written in, has four different words: agápe (love of
God for man, and man for God), éros (intimate and even sexual love), philia (friendship
love, among equals), and storge (love and affection, usually between parents and
children). I wonder if there is a need for us to re-evaluate what love we are celebrating,
and what that even means to us.
There’s a passage in the bible, that is incredibly common at weddings, 1Corinthians
13:4-8, as it describes what love should be like between those getting married, and may
I suggest, those that we love in general. The passage says this:
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does
not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record
of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.8 Love never fails.
4

The Apostle Paul, the writer of this particular part of the bible, was not intending this
to be a reading at weddings. His intention is to say, that no matter how gifted people
may be, no matter what they may be bringing to the table, if they do it without love, if
they don’t have love, it’s pointless; he then goes on to describe how deep this love is, and
what it looks like. Interestingly, the original Greek word for love in this passage is that of
agápe, God’s love for man, and man’s love for God.
While I believe it is important for us to love others with those qualities, of kindness,
lack of envy and pride, and so on, I think there is something greater for us to take from
it. That amazing description of love describes the love that God has for you, for me,
for us. You may or may not have experienced that kind of love in your lifetime, I don’t
know, but I’d like you to know that it’s there for you. It’s scary to explore big questions,
big topics, something as vast as God, but know that when you do, you are exploring a
God of love, as described above.
So this month, while you are out buying flowers, and chocolates, thinking of how to
woo your other half, let me encourage you to maybe pop into a church, and explore the
love that God has for you, and how that might transform you and the life you live.
I know we’d love (philia love, for those of you keeping tabs) to meet you, and welcome
you in, so don’t hesitate to get in touch, be it for a chat, a drink, or to explore something
bigger.
Many blessings Rev Adrian Semerene Lead Pastor Gamlingay Baptist Church
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk

DIARY

Church Services
Worship every Sunday
Morning
10.45am (with J.A.M for
children)
Communion is always
celebrated on the first Sunday
of each month
Family Service
Sunday 26th February 10.45am
Weekday Meetings
Wednesday 7.30pm
and as advertised
For Children
J.A.M. Every Sunday 10.45am
(Apart from Family Service)
“Messy Church”
Saturday 25th February 2-4pm
Women’s Prayer Brunch
Saturday 18th February at
10.00am
a time to share, pray and eat
together.
Craft Group
Thursday 2nd February at
10.00am
Coffee Morning
In aid of Gamlingay BC and
2017 Charities
Thursday 16th February 10.am11.30am
why not join us for tea/coffee
and a cake?
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Councillors’ column
District and County Council Issues

District Council issues by Sebastian Kindersley and
Bridget Smith
County Council issues by Sebastian Kindersley

Councillors Report – South Cambridgeshire District Council &
Cambridgeshire County Council – January 2017
Your Councillors are always ready to help. If you have any questions
about these - or indeed any other - matters, please do not hesitate
to contact County Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 01767 651982
or skindersley@hotmail.com or write to the Manor Barn, East Hatley,
SG19 3JA. District Councillor Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or
bridget@glockling.com You can also follow your councillors on Twitter:
@Cllrbridget @Seb4SouthCambs
Multi Agency Surgeries
Despite the poor attendance at these surgeries we have persuaded
the council to keep them going for another couple of months in the
hope that they will be found to be useful. Unfortunately we have had
to reduce the time from 1 hour to 30 mins but they will still start at
9.30am at the Eco Hub on the first Monday of the month. If you have
issues about housing, policing or anything else which we can help with
do please drop in to tell us about them. We will also try and arrange
some for evenings following feedback. However – anything that can’t
wait - please just call or e-mail.
Kick Start
The District Council has offered to pair with Forward Gamlingay to run
a trial of an initiative called Kick Start. This is targeted at young people
aged from 16 to 19 who are experiencing difficulty in getting to college
or work. The council is willing to purchase a number of scooters which
can be hired for £30 per week for a long as they are required. Forward
Gamlingay will pay the £500 cost of training the driver to very high
standards and of equipping them with all the required safety gear.
Please contact us if you would like to know more.
Education in Gamlingay
Both Sebastian and Bridget have enjoyed visiting GVC in the past
few months and have appreciated being able to talk at length to the
Headteacher, James Birkett; the staff and many of the children. It’s
fantastic that school has achieved so much success in the past year
and we share Mr Birkett’s excitement and optimism for the future. As
many of you will know, the school benefits from exceptional facilities
including a cookery room, resistant materials lab, art facilities,
computer suites to name but a few. Now that the consultation on
education in Gamlingay is at an end and Stratton Education Trust and
Cam Academy Trust have published the results it’s time to think about
what this new provision is going to look like.
As you may know the plan is to merge both schools at the end of
this academic year and for a new Primary School to emerge, called
Gamlingay Village College. Initially this new school will be split
between the 2 school sites but it will eventually just be situated on the
current GVC site. This is undoubtedly the most sensible solution as
the school is in very good condition, has safe off road parking, space
for expansion and better facilities.
Next year will be a transition year with current year 7 pupils able to
remain at GVC but current year 6 pupils transferring to either Potton
or Comberton depending on their own parental choice. In future years
the new school will take pupils from reception to year 6 which is the
normal primary age range. Further details about the proposals and
secondary education choices are available on the schools’ websites.
What we want to ensure now is that the new school is not just going to
be a run of the mill primary but that it will be something special.
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The fact that GVC has fantastic facilities already in place is a
tremendous opportunity for this to be a ‘super primary’ offering way
and above what other schools offer. What we do not want to see
is GVC being refurbished to make it suitable for younger children
with the specialist equipment being taken out. There is no reason
why the new school cannot benefit hugely from art studios, cookery
rooms, IT suites and specialist science facilities.
You may have read about the new University Technical Schools
which the government has been promoting throughout the country.
These are highly equipped school catering for ages 14 to 18 with
strong links to business and industry and which prepare their
students for the sorts of jobs that the new emerging economies,
particularly in this region, require. This means programmers, lab
technicians, bio-engineers etc. There is an acknowledged ‘skills
gap’ in our region between the skills which employers want and the
skills school leavers actually have. The younger a child is when
they are made aware of all these exciting new job opportunities the
more likely they are to make choices which will prepare them for
this modern world of work. So the new GVC will be in a marvellous
position to foster links with local businesses and employers and,
thanks to the existing facilities, to give pupils a truly 21st century
education.
We are hoping to work with all the partners involved in the process
to make sure that GVC is a ‘super primary’ and is an exemplar for
what the future of primary education can and should be.
Forward Gamlingay sponsor careers support at Stratton Upper
School
You may recall that Forward Gamlingay received some money from
the Station Rd development specifically for helping young people
into work. They have used some of this money to run a mentoring
programme in the youth club and are now going to further develop
this work in conjunction with Stratton Upper School. The proposal is
for FG to sponsor a Careers Carousel at the school, benefitting not
just Gamlingay pupils but all post 16 students to introduce them to a
wide variety of employment opportunities, some of which they may
not be aware of, and to link them with local employers. It is hoped
that a similar project can also be run at Gamlingay Village College.
There is good evidence that introducing children at a younger
age to exciting job opportunities has very positive outcomes. FG
hope that Gamlingay Businesses can be encouraged to help with
this work. If you are a local business and would like to learn more
about supporting children through careers events, offering work
experience or apprenticeships, please contact Bridget.
The Wheatsheaf
Several residents have asked for further information on the current
state of play at the Wheatsheaf. You might know that it is currently
registered as an Asset of Community Value which introduces
restrictions when a property is up for sale – giving the local
community, for example, the opportunity to fundraise to buy a local
pub. The Wheatsheaf is currently for sale. Where a pub is sold “as a
going concern” the sale is exempt from any delay, and it is therefore
not necessary (albeit encouraged) to notify the District Council.
As the Council was notified it did ask the acting solicitors as to the
intention of the sale: they did not rule out any option, meaning that
it may still be sold as a going concern or, equally, another business
property. The rules around pubs as ACVs mean that planning
restrictions are tougher nowadays: any change of use whether to
another type of business or to a domestic property would be subject
to a planning application.
New Integrated Urgent Care Service

Councillors’ column District and County Council Issues
The Cambs & Peterborough CCG has now written to set out why
Gamlingay residents cannot yet access some elements of the new
service. The CCG receives its funding based on an allocation for
patients registered at GP practices within the CCG boundary. The
current contract only covers patients who are registered at a GP
practice covered by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough CCG.
Anyone registered at a GP practice outside Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough is not able to take advantage of this pilot. Although the
current situation is that the service only covers patients registered
with a Cambridgeshire and Peterborough CCG GP practice, the
working group will be looking at this issue over the coming weeks. The
operational group will look into the issue and undertake modelling to
assess the number of people within the Cambridgeshire local authority
border who are currently outside the FRS service catchment. They
expect to have this work completed by the end of March 2017 and to
be able to make a decision after this.
So. For Gamlingay residents the CCG writes “In the meantime, I
would like to reassure you that the Bedfordshire 111 service would
still be able to deal with a mental health call. When a patient calls 111
their needs are assessed by a Health Adviser, supported by Clinical
Advisers, who will then direct the patient to the most appropriate
service. Local Mental Health services available in Bedfordshire include
a Crisis Team which is accessible 24 hours a day. The 111 service is
set up to ensure that the patient is directed to the right service for their
needs without delay.
I understand that this will be frustrating to patients living in the
Gamlingay area, and I would like to apologise for the confusion
around access to the service.”
Application to build houses on Land South of West Rd
Following a relentless campaign over the Christmas period by
councillors and residents this application for housing has now been
postponed until the February meeting of South Cambs Planning
Committee. The original proposal for it to be decided on 11th January
meant that the members of the committee would only have a matter
of hours to consider the feedback from our Parish Council. Please
let Bridget know if you would like to be added to the WRAG (West
Road Action Group) mailing list so that you can be kept abreast
of further developments. We would encourage everyone who is
concerned about this application by Trinity College, Cambridge via
Endurance Estates to write to South Cambs as a matter of urgency
but also to attend the planning meeting which will be on 1st February
at Cambourne. The original application was rejected unanimously by
the committee and it is hard to see what has changed enough for this
decision to be overturned - but planning decisions are often surprising
so we must keep the pressure up.
Power Cuts
Do you or someone you know need extra support during a power
cut? Although power cuts don’t happen very often when they do they
can be worrying. UK Power Networks is the electricity network and it
provides a ‘Priority Services Register’ for people who might need extra
help in a power cut. Older people, families with very young children,
and people with specific medical conditions are among the many
people who are eligible to register for free support. You can find more
details and register by visiting ukpowernetworks.co.uk/prioritysupport
or calling 0800 169 9970.
Trail Bike Nuisance
Trail bike riding can be loads of fun. However, when it’s taking place
at a location or at times which cause nuisance it’s not fun for local
residents. There has been a concern about use of the Quarry at
the Heath (in Central Beds) by trail bikes. Central Beds advises
anyone still concerned about this to report these incidents when
they occur via 101 to Beds Police or via the dedicated email address
opmeteorinbox@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk providing as many details
as possible such as dates, times, descriptions, registration numbers
etc. There is an operation currently running specifically targeting
trail bikes in Bedfordshire and therefore reports are vital to highlight
precisely where issues are occurring so that action can be targeted to
specific locations.

International Women’s Day
The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner is working with
Cambridgeshire Constabulary to create an event for International
Women’s Day on the 8th March 2017. The theme of the event will
be around bringing communities together with a particular focus on
keeping you and your community safe.
The event will be designed around what women tell us are the
issues of greatest concern to them and that they would like to learn
more about. So please get in touch and let us know what issues
affect you and your local community. What information would
empower you to make a change and what areas would you like
more information about to increase your understanding of these
issues and what you could help do to resolve them?
Themes could include domestic abuse, cyber security, safeguarding
children and adults, inequality and community cohesion. We want
as many communities as possible from all walks of life to get
involved in not only helping us plan the event but to encourage as
many women as possible to attend.
If you have any suggestions or would like to be a part of the event,
please contact the Engagement Officer, Sarah Morgan - sarah.
morgan@cambs.pnn.police.uk
Highways & Gritting
We all know how the budget for roads and footways is under
pressure. However, we also want them to be safe so please
continue to report highway issues. You can check the CCC website
anytime to see if a problem you are concerned about has already
been reported; if it has not you can log it directly. By reporting faults,
a compelling picture builds up. Or just google Cambridgeshire
Report a Fault and follow the links.
We have reported a number of road faults where an old repair
patch has developed ruts along the seams. County Highways has
a budget specifically for this type of job –the ‘crack sealing budget’.
However, the pot ran out in November and no more crack sealing
repairs can take place until the new financial year starting in April.
However please still report faults, as explained above, because it
is that compelling picture which helps to make the case that the
current programme is not meeting need.
The County Council voted in December to reverse several budget
cuts including the cuts to winter gritting. However – don’t get too
excited – even before this cut CCC was only gritting 40% of the
Cambridgeshire roads network. By the time you read this all ten
of the additional gritters have been delivered to depots across
the county, fitted up and in action. BUT please bear in mind that if
a road was not gritted at all last year it will not be in the 40% we
intend to grit from now on.
Many communities have installed salt bins – anyone can stop and
spread the grit therein – you don’t need permission nor special
training – just be sensible!
Streetlighting
Following the decision taken by Cambridgeshire County Council
Full Council to overturn the policy to switch off street lighting across
the County between 2am and 6am and dim by 60% at all other
times, all the changes have been made by Balfour Beatty and the
former settings of the 33,500 lights affected have been restored. All
areas impacted across the County are now being lit throughout the
night and with a brighter light output.
Bus Gates in Cambridge
A warning! The rising bollards in Cambridge have been replaced
with new camera technology. So if you cross the point you will be
fined. There is clear signage showing the operating times of the bus
gates at each location. Other signs have also been placed on the
approaches to the bus gates, indicating a route that drivers can take
to avoid the enforcement cameras.
Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7
East West Rail
There has been a lot in the press recently about the proposed East-West link and the options under consideration for connecting Cambridge
to Oxford via Sandy – with some options coming very close to the Gamlingay Division Parishes. Rail use in Cambridgeshire has increased by
around 106% since 2001/02 and Cambridge has been the busiest station in the East of England since 2008/09. Strong growth at Waterbeach
Station emphasises the need to at least maintain stopping patterns when Cambridge North opens, and to ensure that if development at
Waterbeach Barracks takes place, that a new station serves the existing village as well or better than the current station. So that’s all good…
But – and this is a big But. Residents have queried the possibility of a re-opened Gamlingay Station. Although we think this is unlikely for various
land ownership/routing reasons it is also extremely undesirable. Firstly because the new rail link should actually link the new developments
in the area which basically would mean along the A428 corridor. Secondly – where you build a new station you open up the area to massive
development pressure and so a new Gamlingay Station would open the village up to at least 10s of thousands of new homes. It would be a high
price to pay.
And finally…..rubbish
We have been asked about the green waste collected by South Cambs: is it recycled or does it go into landfill? And we thought you might be
interested.
Your green bin with kitchen and garden waste is processed at the composting plant at Waterbeach. This plant processes the material to specific
standards to produce a compost product that is sold to local farmers, bagged and sold at the Household Recycling Centres and given away to
the public at the Waterbeach site.
Material is tipped at the Reception Bay where reject materials (such as buckets and metal rods) will be removed. On occasions, if a particular
load has been heavily contaminated (i.e. plastic bags, nappies etc.) by householders then it will be necessary for these loads to be processed
with the normal household waste through the Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT) plant. However, this accounts for less than 1% of the bins.
It’s then shredded and put into large clamps to be sterilised after which it is then placed on a pad where it composts naturally and becomes
more stable. The final step is to screen the material to separate out the fines fraction which will become the compost product. The larger
fraction is sent to other processors, where the material is mixed and processed further to produce a compost.
In summary, apart from material rejected at the front end, which is not suitable for composting and treated through the MBT, all organic materials
collected from households green waste collections is diverted from landfill. This amounts to around 99% of all collected green waste.
Got a problem? Issue? Something you’d like to discuss?
Your Councillors are here to help you. Please do feel free to contact us with comments, questions, problems or complaints. We hope we can
help but if we can’t we are likely to know someone who can!

Continued from front page

Vanessa, Landlady at the Cock had this to say – “What Mick did with the flower arrangements last summer really
brightened up the pub, and the whole of the street. He made the boxes, provided all the plants, then took care of
all the watering and deadheading of the flowers every day. So it was all done in his own time, and out of his own
pocket. He deserves a medal.”
“He put in so much of his own time, and made the shop look fabulous” said Shona, proprietor of SK Hairdressing.
“He deserves a very big thank you from us all”.
So, well done, Mick The Brush. You put a lot in without asking for anything back, you made Church Street look
absolutely lovely, and you made a lot of people very happy in the process.
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THE CUTTING MILL
2 Mill Street
Gamlingay

01767 650250

CELEBRATING OUR 20 YEAR
PROFESSIONAL STYLING
For all the family
TH

Find us on facebook

Wendy Hall WMSCh,
MPSPract,DipCTec
Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Moor Farm Cottage, Potton Road, Abbotsley,
St Neots, Cambridgeshire,
PE196TY
Telephone 01767 677554
Mobile 07926355884
For all kinds of foot problems e.g. corns,
callus, bunions nail trims all in the comfort of
your own home or in my surgery.

Fabricators of Marble, Granite,
Yorkstone, Slate, Limestone and all
makes of Quartz surfaces
Kitchen worktops, Bathroom Vanity
tops, Fire hearths, Memorials
re-lettered and restored
Showroom: 83 High Street
Biggleswade SG18 0LA

01767 314180

Qstoneworks.co.uk

T 01767 262 300
M 07828 297078
• Boiler replacements
• Breakdowns
• New System Installs
• System Upgrades
• Energy Efficient Boiler Installs
• LPG Boiler installations & servicing
• Vented & Unvented cylinder installs
• Radiator, Cylinder
and Megaflo installs
• Underfloor heating
• Powerflushing
• Free Quotations
• Servicing

££

FINANCE OPTIONS
now available !

228628

££

David Dennis, Eden Heating, 5a King Street
Potton, Bedfordshire SG19 2QT

WWW.EDENHEATING.CO.UK

EDEN_A5_Quarter_page_adv.indd 1

07/05/2014 15:44
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GILKS FENCING LTD

EVERTON VILLAGE HALL

All Types of Fencing, Gates & Railings, SUPPLIED & INSTALLED

Call for a FREE Survey & Quotation
Visit our Display Area at:

Gilks Fencing

Drove Road,
Gamlingay, Sandy,
Beds SG19 2HX
Tel:

Available for hire for Parties,
Classes, etc. Competitive rates.
Excellent enclosed rear garden.
www.evertonvillagehall.org.uk
Contact Bookings Sec: 01767 682251

01767 650 615

Email:

gilksfencing@hotmail.com

www.gilksfencing.co.uk

The Wood Yard
Seasoned Logs and Kindling
Delivered or Collected
Tel Tony on
or Mob

01767-680668
07766664761

THE SHIATSU CLINIC
For relief from …
Backache
Stress
PMT and many more
Try Shiatsu massage
Caroline Betts MRSS

Member of the Register of the Shiatsu Society

01767 650485
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News from Gamlingay & District History Society
At the outset of the Great War, soldiers with bicycles were seen as vital for reconnaissance and
communications work. A number of local men joined the Hunts Cyclists to carry out their military service
in this way, and at the next meeting ex soldier John Morgan will give an illustrated talk on the history of
the Hunts Cyclists Battalion of WW1. This
meeting takes place at 07.30pm in room 2 at
the Village College on Monday February 13th.
This talk is free to members, but visitors are
welcome at £3.00 on the door. On March 13th
we have a talk by Peter Walker, on Gamlingay
Wood & other ancient woodland, and on April
10th we welcome back Helen Ackroyd from
the National Trust, who will speak about Lord
Fairhaven’s life at Anglesey Abbey.
2017 marks the twenty fifth anniversary of the
foundation of Gamlingay & District History
Society, but original historical resources
continue to be donated to the Society archive.
Among the latest material kindly donated by
Mr & Mrs Sewell is a list of people who in
1918 gave donations for the installation of
the stained glass east window in the chancel
of Gamlingay Church. This window was
installed as a memorial to churchwarden Mr A
S Orlebar who died in 1918, aged 57. Find out
more about us and the history of our Village
at www.gamlingayhistory.co.uk, and www.
gamlingayphotos.co.uk.

The New Cemetery
Please don’t get me wrong, I like dogs. Dogs must, under many circumstances, be under proper control. Where there are
signs indicating that dogs must be on a lead, these need to be adhered to.
My family and I, were extremely hurt to find large paw prints on the soft earth on
my wife’s grave, and in particular, the evidence that a large dog had ‘sprayed’ the
wooden cross marking the grave (the size of the prints mean these cannot have
been made by a fox). This is not acceptable under any circumstances. I have also
twice had to remove dog poo from beside the grave.
I note that the old cemetery has a sign prohibiting dogs, it would be an awful
shame if this needed to be applied to the new cemetery, just because of a few
irresponsible dog walkers. I am sure few of you would wish for this type of
treatment to apply to your relative‘s grave.
Could I also ask that consideration is given for a Doggy Poo bin to be located at the
Church Street entrance, I have been told that some bags of poo have been thrown
over the hedges of adjacent dwellings.
Roderick Starksfield
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IN HONOUR OF THE DOGS OF GAMLINGAY By Maria Spence

People ask me sometimes how I know so many people in Gamlingay; well a few years ago my answer would have been because I was the
Brownie Leader – but that was then… It was thanks to ‘Brownie Pet Night’ for meeting the ‘person’ who would change my life as I currently
knew it….. Dotty the Dog! Dotty needed a trusted chaperone to take her to a dog groomer and she chose me. My instructions were that I
had to “stay with her”. Unfortunately I couldn’t find anyone that would give Dotty an appointment, let alone let me stay! My new career
stared me in the face.
How to become a qualified dog groomer? So - off I went to Shuttleworth College on a ‘taster day for dog grooming’. I returned with a
pair of pet clippers and by the following month I was signed up as probably the eldest student on a City and Guilds Dog Grooming course.
After some investment in equipment, I then began to get to know more of the village (and its dogs). Dotty was the first to fashion some
of my awful haircuts (after my husband…) closely followed by poor Sammy and Poppy. In fact I remember Poppy having to wear a trendy
scarf around her neck as I had clipped her too short and she sported a bald chest (so did my husband)! But even though they all got
experimented on beyond belief, they kept coming back wagging their tails and they obviously looked better and better as I became more
experienced and fully qualified.

Dog grooming - it’s not without its stresses… I needed dogs at short notice – including rare poodles. How would I convince someone in
Gamlingay to let me put pom poms on their poodle!!? The Fowdens came up with one or two or three to enable my pom pom training to
begin. Then I needed other woolly coated dogs and along came baby Bedlingtons Indi and Henry. The two boys caused me to initially fail
my first ‘Bedlington fluffing’ as I was more bothered about the welfare of the two ‘boys’ than the City and Guilds time rules. The initial fail
was worth it as the dogs had a wee and a run around. I still love those dogs and they loved me more because of my protest. Grooming
should not be torture!
I’m not sure if it was my ability or the biscuits in my pocket – but the amazing dirty dogs of Gamlingay wanted to visit me in my garden shed.
I became popular as it became easy for them to be with me BUT even easier for me to be with them. We spent hours together. We shared
so much. Probably because they can feel my love and respect for them being as unconditional as theirs is for me. Their owners maybe not
so much, they take more training!

Ever wondered how to get a 15 stone stubborn dog to stand when all it wants to do is lay down? How about a street fighter needing its
nails cutting or a hyper spaniel standing still? I can’t put into words the bonding I have had as my client list grew to around 200 dogs in
Gamlingay alone!! Most love me - some love me but still want to bite me - and that’s just the owners….
Well after many hours shared with the Diva Tillys, the Veteran Mables, the Gentlemen Dylans, the Proud Rorys, and the endearing young
Milos of Gamlingay; the time has come for a change in direction again - there are only so many years you can spend most of the your day
upside down under a dog.
After a year of a back breaking popularity and many a sad loss of family, friends and dogs - it is time to hang up my clippers and curlers. It
has been a hard decision and I thought I could keep some and not others but I cannot choose - so I have decided I must hang up my clippers
completely. Anyone who has come close knowing how short life can be will understand the reason why I am bringing my sixties into my
fifties and grasping life today like there will be no tomorrow. I have many plans and tickets in my bucket that I need to fulfil before the
reaper decides - unfortunately a diary full of dewy eyed dogs won’t let me get to the end of my list!

12
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.

								
I owe the dogs of Gamlingay (and their owners) my last 10 years. I feel indebted to them and as such I want them to have the best
treatment and care now as they leave me. If it was my dog, I can only advise to go where you can watch your dog get groomed, if they
say no – walk away. But better still do it yourself! If you think you want to learn how to groom your very own dog, I am quite happy to
give you the skills and a list of equipment you might need to do it. A dog can take anything from £20+ every other month or so, multiply
that by their lifespan, you do the maths!

As I did all those years ago, if you want advice about owning your own clippers and how to use them I am more than happy to give my
beloved Gamlingay Dogs and Owners the guidance they need. Email me for a one to one groom lesson! I will keep my insurance going for
the next year just in case!
There are a couple of young girls in the village who have so much potential, you know who you are…… my advice to you is get a move on
and get City and Guilds qualified …. I am always here to hold your hand!

To be fair I have not heard many bad reports of dog groomers, but I do know the good ones are a breed on their
own with unconditional love and patience for the dogs they care for. I speak only on behalf of those who are of the same heart as mine.
Your dogs will know.
Liebe Grusse an alle meine Hunde. Xxx
MARIA SPENCE 				

mariajspence@gmail.com

Gamlingay Environmental Action Group (GEAG)
15 February – monthly meeting, third Wednesday of the month
Kier Suite, Eco Hub Wildlife in Cambridgeshire – Jess Hatchett, County Wildlife Sites Officer at The Wildlife Trust
for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire, will talk on her area of expertise, touching on liaison with
local farmers etc. All welcome – members and non-members
8.00 pm
The Gazette February 2017 13

News from RSPB
						The Lodge

		

Mark Brandon

The reserve can be very busy over Christmas and New Year, as families come out to enjoy some fresh air, birds and wildlife
after spending more time than usual indoors. This year was no exception, with many of the holiday days bustling with large
numbers of visitors. As we reached 2017 it was a period of huge contrasts weather-wise, with a totally washed out New Year’s
Day and hardly a visitor in sight, then a frosty bright and sunny Bank Holiday to follow, with very large crowds all day. We
had to open an extra area of car-parking to cope with the demand for space! The good thing at The Lodge is that you soon
get out onto the reserve, where you can find plenty of peace and space, even at the busiest of times.			
We led a fully booked Winter Wonderland Walk, luckily the Bank Holiday following New Year’s day, so two groups enjoyed a
cold but bright walk, spotting woodcock, redwings, lesser redpolls, woodpeckers and nuthatches and lots of the more common
woodland birds found on the site, to kick off the New Year bird lists and work off some of the festive excesses!		
Now we look forward to 2017. After a winter of work on the new heathland to clear birch saplings, we hope this will be the year
that woodlark or nightjar stay to breed. The heathland restoration was started in 2003, when a huge area (around 60 hectares)
was cleared of commercial pine, and then heather seed from the old heath was sown across the whole area. It took some
time, but the habitat project has come on in leaps and bounds in recent years, with heather now growing up to three feet tall in
places. 			
We are also approaching the time when we think ahead to our garden birds finding new homes. Nature lovers from all around
the country will be building, buying and putting up nest boxes for birds as part of the British Trust for Ornithology’s National
Nest Box Week (14-21st February). National Nest Box Week has taken place over 15 years, and is about providing suitable
nest sites for birds in our gardens and green spaces.									
Some of our best loved garden birds are losing their natural nest sites fast, which is thought to be one of the reasons for the
alarming decline in birds such as house sparrow and starling over recent years.Putting up nest boxes is crucial for providing
birds with safe places to nest, but attractive and elaborate bird boxes are not necessarily safe or effective for nesting birds
and, in some cases, unsuitable nest boxes could lead to birds being put in danger.				

Keep nest boxes simple, not stylish
Nest boxes should												
Be robust – they are out in all weather and need to be strong and fit for purpose					
Be waterproof – they need to be treated with a water-based preservative						
Have the correct hole-size – if too large predators will easily get inside and rain/wind will get into the box		
Be safe – no dangerous sharp edges, protruding nails or staples or unnecessary fixtures or small gaps which may
harm or trap birds												
Have good insulation – wood or woodcrete is usually the best material						
Have no perches 												
They should not:												
Be brightly coloured – the more inconspicuous the better								
Be made from flimsy material – many boxes fall apart when any weight is put inside					
Be too shallow – young birds could leave prematurely by falling out						
Be too deep - young birds may have problems getting out when they are ready					
Be too smooth on the inside – slippery material will also make it difficult for young birds to get out
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Have any gaps – rain and cold air will get in and cause young birds to get cold and damp
For more advice and a step-by-step guide on making your own nest box visit http://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/birds/
nestboxes/
A variety of tried and tested ready made nest boxes are also available to buy on the RSPB’s online shop at www.rspbshop.co.uk
Good luck on encouraging birds to nest in your own garden!
At the end of January thousands of people took part in the Big Garden Birdwatch, spending an hour counting the birds they saw
in their garden. The charity will reveal the latest highs and lows for birds and other wildlife in March when the results from the
survey are released.
We hope to welcome you to RSPB The Lodge this year!

The RSPB Lodge reserve is open every day of the week, from dawn to dusk, for everyone to enjoy and there are plenty of
organised events: just ring to book. Entry is included in the car-parking fee - £5 a car for non-members, free if you are members
or just visiting the shop.

The shop (01767 690333) is open every day (9am-5pm and 10am-5pm weekends and Bank Holidays) and has everything for
people who love nature. (Please note this is a new number).

Our website; www.rspb.org.uk/thelodge is the place to look for all of the events you can enjoy here at RSPB The Lodge.

Our Facebook page is; Facebook.com/RSPB/hertsandbeds

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity. In England and Wales, no: 207076.In Scotland, no:
SC037654.

Home Help Required
A busy Wrestlingworth family require some
help four days a week.
Duties would involve light household duties
including laundry, ironing, vacuuming, dish
washing etc
Hours required are: Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday, 9.00-10.00 (negotiable)
£10.00 p/hour (Term-time only)

JUNIOR YOUTH CLUB
GAMLINGAY VILLAGE COLLEGE
Station Road, Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3HD
Telephone: 01767 650360
Youth Workers: Mrs Carol Wright/ Mrs Chris Robins

Date for your diary – Playscheme
will be held the week beginning
Monday 7th August 2017

Please contact Sara on 07890484159 or
01767631653 if interested
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We have a very active and up to date Facebook
page which will give you all the latest news about
what is happening at the Hub, including
cancellations of classes and news of new ones
starting up

NEWS FROM THE ECO HUB
Hello again from the Eco Hub where we are well into
our New Year. Clearly the new year resolutions are
kicking in as we have been seeing a record number of
lycra clad people turning up for exercise classes, as
well of a lot of dogs being walked briskly past the front
door!
We recently unearthed a document from 2010 before
the Hub was built, which outlined the kind of users we
hoped would use the new building. We predicted that
most of the regular users would be community groups
like Youth Club and the Players but we didn’t
anticipate the volume of exercise and other regular
classes that now make up the majority of our regular
bookings. In 2016 these classes made up around
35% of our bookings, with the Nursery accounting for
nearly 30% and the community groups around 22%.
Our aim for 2017 is to increase the number of
corporate users of the Kier Suite at the back which
means encouraging more local businesses to have
their meetings and training days here. The RSPB are
here very regularly and we look forward to seeing
some more of the larger businesses treating us like a
‘home from home’. We are also keen to encourage
more large events like weddings and parties like the
recent wedding of the son of one of our trustees,
which attracted attention due to the vintage fire engine
in attendance! You may have seen the pictures on
our Facebook page which showed how beautiful the
main hall looked when it was transformed by a
marquee and lighting. A joyous day was had by all,
and
and as it was mainly
indoors, any inclement
weather couldn’t spoil it!
(good to know for those
planning winter weddings).
Our Christmas Fair in
November seems a very
long time ago now, but we
were thrilled by how many
people turned up, and the
lovely comments we
received from stallholders
and customers alike. It
gives us encouragement
to do it all again this year,
despite the hard work,
plus some other spring
and summer events we
are planning to mark the
fifth anniversary of the
Hub.
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Our website is also a mine of information about
our spaces, rates, history, how the building works,
and what’s on every week. We also have a
brochure you can pick up, and you can drop in
any time, or give us a ring if you wish to discuss
an event or make a booking. We are Shelley
(centre manager); Kate (assistant manager) and
Sarah (business and marketing manager).
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk
facebook/Gamlingay eco hub
01767 651 226
manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk

WEDDING FAIR PLANNED FOR AUGUST
Several people have asked us if we are to hold
a wedding fair here, and the answer is yes! The
date will be Sunday 13 August, and we will
showcase the hall set up as a marquee and
invite all the services couples are looking for,
like cake makers, entertainment, music, catering
and transport. More information will follow.

THANKS TO THE WIND TURBINE
We received a generous donation of £400 from
the Wind Turbine Tithe Fund which we will use
to purchase a new community laptop for the IT
suite in our reception area. We are very grateful
to the Turbine as these laptops are essential for
those who don’t have access to a computer at
home or wish to come here for training.

Other Services available

Mobile 07713 088 792

Tel: 07835 419093
Cara Hemmins

Let us transform the
appearance and 
quality of your lawn

Anstee Gorst
Chartered Certified Accountants

WORBOYS GARAGE
& FILLING STATION
Mill Street, Gamlingay

Serving Gamlingay since 1936

MOT
TESTING STATION

The Paddock
Farmhouse
Bed & Breakfast
Telephone 01767 654137

- Accounts preparation
- Self assessment tax returns
- Cash Flow forecasting
- VAT, Payroll and Bookkeeping

RECEIVE 20%TMOENFFT

- Business start-ups

Free Initial Consultation Phone:
Antoinette Gorst ACCA
Sally Anstee FCCA
Servicing and repairs on most
01767 650 700
makes of car and light commercials
Ground Floor Offices, Unit 30, Green End
Gamlingay Sandy, Beds SG19 3LF
Tyres - batteries - exhausts
Email: office@ansteegorst.co.uk
www.ansteegorst.co.uk
Tel: 01767
650 273programmeWebsite:
Our specially
tailored treatment
will ensure

YOUR FIRST TREA

Castle Farm, Hatley Road
Gamlingay
SG19 3HH
www.paddockfarmhousebandb.co.uk

your lawn is in excellent condition all year round.
32
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Weed Free Deep Green Moss Controlled

Endorsed by:
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n

For a FREE No Obligation Quote

Call: 01767 651 639
E-mail: hunts@greensleeves-uk.com

www.greensleeves-uk.com
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Waresley Pet Services

Dog Walking & Animal Care
Are you out all day or planning a holiday?
Do you need help exercising your dog, your cat feeding or
your horse bringing in/turning out, mucking out etc?
I offer a friendly, trustworthy and caring service for all
your pets.
 Regular or occasional dog walking service
 35 years experience with horses
 Fully insured
 CRB checked
 Excellent references available
 100% reliable
Please call Liz for a friendly chat to discuss your pets needs

01767 652059 07834 780181
liz.woodfield2@btinternet.com

Lewis Wooding
Internal &External
Decorating Services

Why not treat
yourself to a gorgeous
new UHD TV?
15a Hitchin St
BIGGLESWADE
(01767) 448188
Sheldonelectricals@gmail.com

Personal References available
Competitive estimates
Detailed quotations

Alice Lucas
School Of Dance

Phone 01767 651647

Fabulous

Mobile 07889 966557

Food Bank ‘Update’
Due to the 4 supermarket collections and donations that
have been very generous over the last few weeks,
We currently need NON FOOD items.

Below is a list of what we need urgently.
Ladies and Men’s toiletries
Men’s disposable razors
Shaving gel
Deodorants
Ladies sanitary items
Shampoo
Shower gel
Soap
Washing up liquid
Long life bags
Copier paper
Pens
Pads
*As always, donations of cash are also needed
for special dietary needs especially for babies
and nappies.*
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Great
Opportunities
To perform in
local displays,
Pantomimes and
appear in our own
dance shows

Fun For

Government
Recognised
Exams

Feet

100%
Pass Rate

Fingers

Ballet and Jazz
Classes

And
Faces

Held in Gamlingay
and Biggleswade

R.A.D and I.S.T.D registered Teachers
Fully Licenced with first aid and DBS checked
For more details contact
Alice Lucas on 01767 654959
alice@thebarre.com
Facebook group –Alice Lucas school of dance
www.alicelucasschoolofdance.co.uk

Gardening Tips for February
by Karen Aitkins of All Green Landscapes Ltd

Days are now becoming noticeably longer and there is an anticipation of spring
around the corner. Snow drops should be littering our verges and woodland now
with a carpet of white bell like flowers. February can be a very cold month, with
snow, frosts and plenty of rain. Try not to trample over lawns if they are very water
logged. If you need to do any maintenance in the garden put down boards of wood
and work from them.
This is the time to prune hardy shrubs that flower on new wood in the summer such
as Buddleias. It is also the last chance to cut back shrubs and hedges before the
nesting season begins. Winter flowering jasmine and late flowering clematis can be
pruned now. After pruning feed with an organic fertilizer.
Continue to dead head winter pansies and any other winter flowering bedding
plants keeping borders tidy. Protect any prematurely flowering annuals that have
come out before their time.
Give all the garden machinery a final once over to make sure it works. If the
weather has been mild the grass may need a cut at the end of this month but
make sure the blade is set high. Do not cut the grass if the ground is very wet as
it will damage the lawn. Continue to irrigate the lawn with a fork to help with the
drainage.
Interestingly this is also the month for Valentine’s day where traditionally flowers
are given. St Valentine was originally a pagan priest who turned to Christianity
and was known for his chastity.
Although ironically became the
patron saint for lovers.
Most types of landscaping can
be achieved at this time of year
and if the weather is relatively
mild can be finished on time. If
you are planning a make- over of
your garden or just a few simple
changes now is a good time to get
things done. For most landscapers
this time of year is the quietest.
So if you want to get ahead and
start planning that dream garden
to sit and relax in or entertain
friends with alfresco dining now
is a good time to organise it. For
more ideas go to our web site or
facebook page. www.facebook.
com/AllGreenLandscapesLtd
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The Varsity Line and Gamlingay Station – Its Rise and Fall
The Rise
Much of the information contained in this article has been published before or is readily available from many sources. However,
there are some points which may have been missed and it is hoped that the reader will find something of interest.
The railway started in our area on 7th August 1850 with the opening of the Great Northern Railway (GNR) at Sandy. The Sandy
and Potton Railway was 3 miles in length and opened on 9th November 1857. It was created by Captain Sir William Peel VC to
carry manure for his smallholders. Sir William commanded a frigate, HMS Shannon, which was ordered to China but diverted to
India where the Mutiny had begun. His new railway was opened in his absence and its locomotive was named Shannon (extant,
Didcott). Unfortunately, he never saw it used as he died of smallpox in Cawnpore, April 27th, 1858.
Captain Peel’s line was bought by the Bedford and Cambridge Railway (B&CR) in 1861 for £20,000, £5,000 more than it had
cost to build. The Varsity Line from Bedford to Cambridge, including Gamlingay station, opened on 7th July 1862, twelve years
after the opening of the Great Northern Railway through Sandy. The B&CR was absorbed by the London and North Western
Railway (LNWR) in 1865. The Railway Act 1921 re-grouped the old companies and the LNWR became part of London Midland
and Scottish Railways (LMS). The railways were nationalised as British Rail In 1948.
Due to the expense of the number of bridges required, the line was single track from Bedford to Sandy where it crossed the Great
Northern Railway and curved south into Sandy Station. It then continued as a double track railway along the line of Captain
Peel’s railway but deviating north-east at Sutton Mill Lane in Potton heading towards Gamlingay and thence to Cambridge.
Sir William’s line had continued on, terminating near Biggleswade Road where the former railway engine shed is still found.
Its construction is a basic, single storey of yellow brick with red brick dressings and a slate roof. The shed has no redeeming
architectural worth but has Grade protection for historic reasons. Nearby lay the Shannon Public House in Biggleswade Road,
opening when the railway was built and closing in 1915.
More about Gamlingay Station in a future issue.
From the outset, many rural branch lines relied on freight carriage as passenger income was inadequate. Gamlingay, Potton
and Sandy lay in a most productive market garden area and the produce was despatched by train to London and the north. At
the same time, soil nutrients such as horse manure and soot came in from the cities, shoddy (waste from cotton and wool mills
which helped to keep the soil open textured and supplied a small amount of nitrogen) came from the northern manufacturers and
most stations had a coal yard with regular deliveries by train. Gamlingay traffic was increased by the once productive Bellvue
brickyard which had it’s own siding. Transport of parcels and mail were also significant factors.
As the railway age arrived, the population exploded exponentially and the Enclosure Acts increased market garden production
by creating larger fields. Towns and Cities grew and the demand for food increased accordingly.
Benefitting from the GNR and Varsity Line, the Market Garden acreage had doubled by 1885 leading to a fourfold increase in
vegetable production. Photographs exist of long lines of horse drawn carts queuing at station entrances waiting to despatch their
produce. It is said that the Sandy queue would stretch as far as the Market Square. The Varsity Line flourished under these
economic shifts.
The Rise had been as rapid as the subsequent Fall.
The Fall
Following much local opposition, The Bedford-Cambridge route closed on 31st December, 1967.
It is a common misconception that Dr Beeching closed the Varsity Line and our Station. However, although Dr Beeching is
correctly vilified for his work on the railways in which he destroyed much of our heritage, this was not the case for our line:
“Oh, Dr Beeching what have you done?
There once were lots of trains to catch, but soon there will be none,
I’ll have to buy a bike, ‘cos I can’t afford a car,
Oh, Dr Beeching what a naughty man you are!”
I would tend to use much stronger words than naughty.
Contrary to that folklore, the end of the Varsity Line and Gamlingay Station in particular, happened as follows.
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Section 1 of Dr Beeching’s 1963 report, The Reshaping of British Railways, lists Passenger Services to be Withdrawn, only
mentions Buckingham to Bletchley, saying nothing about Bletchley to Cambridge.
Section 2 lists Passenger Services to be Modified and includes Oxford-Bletchley-Cambridge.
Section 3 lists Passenger Stations and Halts to be Closed. The report names all of the stations between Bletchley and Bedford
but none between Bedford and Cambridge. But, as he did not include the Line itself in the Bletchley and Bedford Section, we
can assume it was to be kept open for the brickworks and other freight and to retain access from Bletchley to Cambridge. As the
Stewartby brickworks declined a healthy income was received from landfill rubbish transported from the cities and dumped in
the massive holes created by the brickworks.
Dr Beeching produced a second report in 1965, The Development of the Major Railway Trunk Routes, which proposed that all
lines should be closed apart from the major intercity routes. That report was rejected and he was sacked (he says resigned) in
1965. He had been paid £24,000 per year, £14,000 more than Prime Minister Harold Macmillan, to wreak his destruction.
Prime Minister Harold Wilson was elected in October 1964, having given a promise to halt rail closures. As ever Plus, ca
change, plus ce n’est pas change in politics and they quickly reneged and allowed some of the most controversial closures,
including Gamlingay.
After WWII, the railways came under increased economic pressure and line closures began in earnest. Dr Beeching made his
mark but it was actually British Railways, under the disastrous Minister of Transport Barbara Castle (appointed December 1965),
which withdrew passenger and freight services from Bedford to Cambridge.

It is indeed incongruous that Dr Beeching proposed closing all stations between Bletchley and Bedford but they remain open
whereas he did not mention the Bedford to Cambridge stretch which has been closed and vandalised by developers. Barbara
Castle could have intervened and saved the line but she must have been busy on that day.
A good indicator of the financial reason for the decline in rail freight can be seen from a graph of the Market Garden produce
despatched from Potton and shown below. We can imagine that Gamlingay and Sandy were similarly placed and the the trade in
coal, shoddy and manure also declined dramatically, exacerbated by the introduction of synthetic fertilisers:

											Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

An industrial malaise was abroad in the last decade of the 19th Century, as reflected in the graph, and the decade saw many
more bankruptcies than the 1880s. By 1893 even Dan Albone, the World renowned Biggleswade cyclist and manufacturer,
experienced dwindling orders and hundreds of unsold cycles. His voluntary liquidation put over a hundred men out of work.
This is reflected in the dip in rail freight at that time.
There was a further blip in 1911 when the harvest was severely affected by the low rainfall of 1911. One wonders if they blamed
Global Warming, as is the modern trend to explain any weather event.
The tragic decline of the Varsity Line is apparent from the graph after World War One. Road transport became cheaper than rail,
especially for small consignments. After WWI, ex-Army lorries became readily available so that, by 1930, the lorry transported
the bulk of the vegetables from Bedfordshire and rail exports had sharply declined with Bellvue Brickyard also closing in 1931.
Ex-Army lorries again became available after WWII which helped to establish even more carriers, and rail freight had evaporated.
The above was not helped by the increase in private transport modes. In 1938 there were 1,944,000 private registered cars, rising
to 3,100,000 in 1954 and 6,000,000 in 1961 when there were also 1,900,000 motor bikes or derivations thereof, a change which
took passengers away from the railways.
At the same time rail costs were too high with most stations having a Stationmaster (with tied accommodation), at least one
porter, a clerk and usually a signalman / crossing gate operator. Financially, the case for closure was clear. Modernisation may
have saved the line had technology arrived earlier with the introduction of automatic level crossing control, centralised signalling
operation and much reduced station staff levels. Unfortunately and, unlike The United States, Britain did not adopt a Rail Bank
system where redundant lines were mothballed in case they were needed in the future which makes their resurrection now
difficult and expensive if not impossible. But hindsight is wonderful.
I miss Gamlingay Station and despise its demise but, despite his reputation, we can’t blame Dr Beeching, rather economic shifts,
the lorry, the bus and private means of transport. And Barbara Castle.
Ian Keeves
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Parish Council
Information about the parish council, including agendas for meetings, can be found on our website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
or on the village notice boards. To contact the Parish Council:
email clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk or telephone 01767 650310 or by post to Gamlingay Parish Council, The Eco Hub, Stocks
Lane, Gamlingay, Beds, SG19 3JR.
Parish Council office public opening hours 9-12 Mon, Wed and Fri.
Daily updates from the Parish Council are posted to our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Gamlingayparishcouncil/
and on Twitter https://twitter.com/GamlingayPC .

Please see below a statement from Gamlingay Parish Council

Public statement on the future of the WI Hall – January 2017

A review of community buildings in Gamlingay was carried out on behalf of the Parish Council in 2008.
The conclusion was that once the Eco Hub was in operation, one of the other community buildings owned
by the Parish Council in the village should close. It was decided that this would be the WI hall as it had
already exceeded the natural life of this type of building. It has no dedicated parking or disabled access
and is of single skin asbestos board on a wooden frame construction.

The decision on the future of the WI has been deferred since 2012, but it has been decided that this will
now be planned for by the summer of 2019. The upcoming changes to education provision in Gamlingay
may provide an opportunity to secure a suitable new base for the WI’s main hirer- Sunshine Pre-School.
The Parish Council has given its Project Officer the task of consulting with all users to identify their needs
and look at all the options available.

The Deed of Gift of the WI hall to the Parish Council in 2007 included an assurance that Gamlingay WI
would always be provided with a Parish Council managed meeting venue free of charge. The WI have
requested that they move their meetings
to the Eco Hub and the Parish Council
and GCC Ltd (who manage the Eco Hub)
are looking at making this possible. The
WI President has made the following
statement:

The committee see the obvious sense in
making this move & therefore are in
agreement to the move.
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The Big Christmas Weekend at
St Mary’s Church, Gamlingay
December 2016

A huge thank you to everyone who came along to support this wonderful annual village
event. It was a great success, not only financially raising about £3000, but also socially as
the church was packed on both days with so many visitors enjoying all the refreshments
and entertainment we had arranged.
The outside of the church was enhanced by the stunning Christmas tree and the eyecatching outdoor crib created by students from Gamlingay Village College, to whom we are
extremely grateful.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

So thank you to:
the stall holders who made and sold so many lovely things, including the craft stall
and table decorations
those who entered a tree in the Tree Festival
the bell-ringers who rang at the opening of the weekend and then encouraged people
to ‘have-a-go’
those who organised the children’s activities
the students from The Alice Lucas School of Dance who performed so beautifully in
a very unusual space!
the choirs from the First School, the Village College, the Benefice and the
Community Choir
the organists – Rob Butcher and Steff Laugharne
the Social Committee and members of the congregation who provided delicious
refreshments and served mulled wine
everyone who stuffed envelopes and delivered raffle tickets
donors of raffle prizes
those who were on the door and sold raffle tickets
all those who helped to set up the church and who stayed to help clear away
afterwards
St. Mary’s Church is the oldest building in Gamlingay and stands proudly as your Parish
Church so thank you for all your interest and support in the past, for joining us for this
special weekend and we hope to see you all again in 2017.
St Mary’s Fundraising Committee
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Historyman

With so much interest coming in about The Players and the Women’s
Institute, this Month, we had to follow on with more of the same
thing. The first photo was sent in by Bette Harvey, nee Titmus, and
shows some houses being built in Cow Lane, as it was called then;
now known as West Road. One Builder/Carpenter is her Dad, in the
Trilby, first on the right. Who are the other two men, what year was
the photo taken and which house were they working on?
The second photo is Alec Norman’s Petrol Station in Stocks Lane,
where two houses are now. The Petrol Station used to be on Church
Street, up a drive to Alec Norman’s Garage but was moved for
more space. The pumps were open seven days a week when the Garage opened in the late 1960’s, with three people on a shift
system, Bill Abbot, Joan Gilbert and Norma Bruce. The Station was one of four in the Village and all were very busy. The others
were Worboys’ in Mill Street, the only one still open today; Empsons Garage in Waresley Road, where Bell Foundry Close is now;
and at the top end of Waresley Road was Housdens Garage, where Brockwood Close is now. Does anyone have any photos of
Housdens Garage which closed in the late 1970/80’s or knows any more about it?
The third photo is of John Gilbert, who was Manager of Alec
Norman’s Garage in Gamlingay then later at Alec’s Garage in
Bedford. The photo shows John at Gamlingay Village College
on Enrolment Evening for Evening Classes. John was the Tutor
of the Motor Maintenance Class. During the Classes, he would
build the chassis and engine, seats and gear box so it could be
driven about, and he would show Students the basics of car
maintenance.
The College would have Evening Classes most nights of the
week, so you could learn to how to service your Car, Dance,

do Embroidery/Lace Making, Typing and take Photographs all in
the same week! All the Class Rooms would be filled every night,
and there would be Netball and Five a side Football outside.
Coffee and tea could be bought in the Entrance Hall at break
time. People would queue to get in and some Evenings people
were turned away on Enrolment Night as the Classes were fully
booked.
Next Month, guest writer Ian Keeves gives the story of one of
last Month’s photos of Waresley Players, who were called The
Gleaners, and we will be showing more photos of them.

PicturePuzzler
The Picture Puzzler for this Month goes back in time to a
building site. The usual format as before with Puzzlers as last
year’s both old pictures and pictures taken from odd angles.
To enter please send your answers by email to nb777@
btinternet.com or phone Nick on 01767-651025 or post or
drop in at 82 Church Street, Gamlingay.
Good luck.
The winners from last year were last years winner yes it was
a tie Janet Duffin & last years runner-up Carol & Jeffrey
Wright with both winners getting 100% correct. Well done.
Prizes will be in next months Gazette
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J Edward Bradshawe
Atcomputers
Contact-man.com
9 Honey Hill, Gamlingay, Sandy.
Beds. SG19 3JU
Consultancy

Hardware supplies

Bespoke Software

E-Trading systems

Web / Cloud systems

Computer System
Design

The Online Contact Manager
Yourname.contact-man.com
All your contacts here
on line on all devices

Phone: +44(0)1767 650429

web: jedwardbradshawe.co.uk

St Neots Food Bank

HELP IN
Need
Are you going through a difficult patch, difficulty
in
making ends meet?
Is it a choice between heating and eating?
Unexpected problems with the car?

POTTON WINDOWS LTD

Whether you are a single person, couple, or a
family with children, help is there for you all.

Quality PVCu windows and doors
Double Glazed - Secured by Design
FENSA & 10 year guarantee
Professional Service Assured
Discounts for Pensioners

It is not a benefit, therefore no delay;
Please do not sit there worrying.
Call Gerry Brunt 07752428191

Tel: 01767 260626

E-mail: sales @pottonwindows.co.uk

CHILTERN

L

School of Motoring
Female Driving Instructor
DSA approved
Block booking discounts

Tel: Liz 01767 650 472
or 07986 543 121
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Roderick’s

Vegetarian Recipes

by Roderick Starksfield

CeleriMac

Celeriac (Turnip Rooted Celery) – an ugly looking vegetable, with a celery flavour. Cheese and celery – Celeriac and cheese.
Make the Cheese sauce first as cooking the celeriac for the right time can be tricky!
Serves four, vegetarian
Cheese Sauce
Ingredients:
1 tbsp Flour
25gm Butter and/or Oil
1 tsp English Mustard Powder
Milk (qty see below)
100gm grated Mature Cheddar – with a bit extra to sprinkle on top
1 tbsp Malt vinegar

Method:

Celeriac, peeled and chopped into pieces about 6mm square and about 12-15mm long (about the size of macaroni).
Breadcrumbs (optional)
Heat oven to 200º, 180 fan, gas 6.
Melt the butter/oil in a saucepan with the mustard and flour. Slowly add some milk, stirring constantly. Add
sufficient milk to made a stiff sauce, that just sticks to the pan. The Celeriac (or other vegetables) will have quite a lot
of water, so the sauce needs to be thick. Add the cheese stirring continuously until all melted. Add the vinegar and
stir again. Place pan to one side while you prepare and cook the Celeriac. Cut the celeriac just before using, as it can
discolour if left.
Bring large a pan of water to the boil. Add the celeriac to the boiling water. Bring back to the boil. Boil for approx
3-4 minutes. You need to check the tenderness of the celeriac, you need a bit of a bite, but not a mash! We are
making a macaroni type of dish, not celeriac mash flavoured with cheese! Keep checking the status by taking out a
piece and testing it, you may need up to 5 or 6 minutes. Note: as the celeriac is in small pieces it will not take long to
cook. Drain the celeriac well. Pour over the cheese sauce, mix briefly, and pour into an oven proof dish. Cover the
top with extra cheese and the breadcrumbs with, optionally, a pinch of Paprika. Bake for about 15 minutes until the
top is golden and crispy.

The celeriac could be replaced with Cauliflower, Leeks, Broccoli or other lightly boiled vegetable.

‘Gamlingay Has Talent 2017!’

Hosted by St Mary’s Church, Gamlingay
Saturday 11th March at the Eco-hub at 7.30pm.
Entry is only £5 for adults and £2.50 for children. The entry charge will apply for any adult performers but there will be free
entry for children who will be performing. There’ll be a licensed bar to add to your enjoyment.
We are delighted to announce that our loyal friends, Acid Reflux and Gamlingay Community Choir, will both be performing.
So come along and showcase your singing, dancing, comedy routine, instrumental prowess, magic skills, dog acts, etc! We know
we live in a very talented village so why not have-a-go this year?
Or just come and enjoy a great evening out in a warm and inviting venue and support your Parish Church at the same time.
Information about tickets will be in the next Gazette issue but for more information and to register your entry, please email
Andrew Smith on andrewbsmith1@btinternet.com.
Do come and join this great village event.
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D C FINNIGAN
Motor Engineering Specialists
Unit 1, Green End Industrial
Estate, Gamlingay
MOT Testing Station

Tel 01767-651 653
Your local MOT Test Centre for
Gamlingay
Servicing and repairs
for most makes of car
including Classic Cars
Telephone now for fast friendly
service
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Sotham Renewable Energy
Home End, Fulbourn, Cambs, CB21 5BS

Tel- 01223 881081
Email- info@sotham.co.uk

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE RENEWABLE HEAT INCENTIVE or RHI SCHEME?
It's a government backed scheme that pays you to produce
your own electricity, heating and hot water

If you change your expensive fossil fuel or Electic heating to
an approved Renewable source, YOU COULD BE PAID UP
TO £2,000 PER YEAR FOR THE NEXT 7 YEARS plus save
up to 40% on your current heating bills

Renewable Energy sources include Solar PV (Electricity), Solar Thermal (Hot Water), Air Source
Heat Pump's (Heating) and Biomass (Heating) - all of these quailfy for government payments
We also have a range of other exciting products to enhance the benefits of the above sources ask us about Tadpole's, Thermaskirt and Solar Cache
SOTHAM RENEWABLE ENERGY ARE FULLY MCS CERTIFIED TO DESIGN, SUPPLY AND
INSTALL RENEWABLE TECHNOLOGIES INTO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS. WE ARE LOCAL,
COMPETITIVE AND HAVE OVER 8 YRS EXPERIENCE

Come and visit our on site
demonstration trailer, have
a no obligation chat and
enjoy a cup of fresh
fairtrade tea or coffee

www.sotham-renewableenergy.co.uk
01223 881 081
info@sotham.co.uk
Sotham Renewable Energy is a trading name of Sotham Engineering Services Limited
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Drum lessons

Professional musician and qualified
teacher with 8 years’ experience
Trinity and Guildhall
grading 1-8
All ages welcome

contact Jon Finnigan
01767 650080,
07841 713641

Music Section
Sponsored by
The Village Show
Committee

James Patrick Page
The Beginning
Page was born to James Patrick Page and Patricia Elizabeth Gaffikin in the west London suburb of
Heston
on 9 January 1944. His father was an industrial personnel manager and his mother, who was of Irish descent, was a doctor’s
secretary.
In 1952, they moved to Feltham and then to Miles Road, Epsom in Surrey, which is where Page came across his first guitar. “I don’t know
whether [the guitar] was left behind by the people [in the house] before [us], or whether it was a friend of the family’s—nobody seemed to
know why it was there.” First playing the instrument at age 12, he took a few lessons in nearby Kingston, but was largely self-taught:
“When I grew up there weren’t many other guitarists. There was one other guitarist in my school who actually showed me the first chords that
I learned and I went on from there. I was bored so I taught myself the guitar from listening to records. So obviously it was a very personal
thing.”
Among Page’s early influences were rockabilly guitarists Scotty Moore and James Burton, who both played on recordings made by Elvis
Presley. Presley’s song “Baby Let’s Play House” is cited by Page as being his inspiration to take up the guitar. Although he appeared on
BBC1 in 1957 with a Hofner President, Page states that his first guitar was a second-hand 1959 Futurama Grazioso, later replaced by a Fender
Telecaster.
Page’s musical tastes included Skiffle (a popular English music genre of the time) and acoustic folk playing, and the blues sounds of Elmore
James, B B King, Otis Rush, Buddy Guy, Freddie King and Hubert Sumlin. “Basically, that was the start: a mixture between rock and blues.”
At 13, Page appeared on Huw Wheldon’s All Your Own talent quest programme in a skiffle quartet, one performance of which aired on BBC1
in 1957. The group played “Mama Don’t Want to Skiffle Anymore” and another American-flavoured song, “In Them Ol’ Cottonfields Back
Home.” When asked by Wheldon what he wanted to do after schooling, Page said, “I want to do biological research” to find a cure for “cancer,
if it isn’t discovered by then.”
In an interview with Guitar Player magazine, Page stated that “there was a lot of busking in the early days, but as they say, I had to come to
grips with it and it was a good schooling.” Page took a guitar to school each day only to have it confiscated and returned to him after class.
Although interviewed for a job as a laboratory assistant, he ultimately chose to leave Danetree Secondary School, West Ewell, to pursue music.
Page had difficulty finding other musicians with whom he could play on a regular basis. “It wasn’t as though there was an abundance. I used
to play in many groups ... anyone who could get a gig together, really.” Following stints backing recitals by Beat poet Royston Ellis at the
Mermaid Theatre between 1960–61, and singer Red E. Lewis, he was asked by singer Neil Christian to join his band, the Crusaders, after
Christian had seen a fifteen-year-old Page playing in a local hall. Page toured with Christian for approximately two years and later played on
several of his records, including the 1962 single, “The Road to Love.”
During his stint with Christian, Page fell seriously ill with glandular fever (infectious mononucleosis) and could not continue touring.
While recovering, he decided to put his musical career on hold and
concentrate on his other love, painting, and enrolled at Sutton Art
College in Surrey. As he explained in 1975:
“I was travelling around all the time in a bus. I did that for two years
after I left school, to the point where I was starting to get really good
bread. But I was getting ill. So I went back to art college. And that
was a total change in direction. That’s why I say it’s possible to do. As
dedicated as I was to playing the guitar, I knew doing it that way was
doing me in forever. Every two months I had glandular fever. So for
the next 18 months I was living on ten dollars a week and getting my
strength up. But I was still playing”.

Jimmy Page

The rest is history the great
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What’s on in February
Over 50’s walks First walk Thursday 2nd March, Wednesday 29th March
Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.
Phone Miriam on 01767 654891 or email her at miriamjones80@hotmail.com for further information.
Total wellness workout
Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor work. £5 per class.
Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall.
Soup lunches
Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall.
Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights
Second Monday of the month, 8pm at The Cock, but to secure a table please come a little earlier.
£1 per head, raising money for Charity. New teams always welcome. Varied themes.
Beginners Breeze at 10.15am from the Hub, every first Thursday of the month
Contact gill.kitchener@btinternet.com, telephone 07842 135732

Gamlingay Community Centre Hub Community events. See Village information for all Library details
Monday
Housing, Police & Councillor
Surgery
Library open

First Monday of the Month, the Eco Hub
Toddlers’ story time and craft session

Library open

9.30am - 10.00am
9.15am - 10.00am
2.00pm - 8.00pm

Tuesday
Library open

Board games

10.00am - 12.00

Indoor Carpet bowls

Friendly group, just drop in and pay and play

1.30pm- 3.30pm

Parish Council

2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month Public Meetings

7.00pm

Gamlingay Players

Hayley Parker 652 992 Small friendly society who
produce plays and pantomime

8.00pm - 10.00pm

Wednesday
Toddler story time

11.30pm

Library open

Free, friendly computer training for beginners
Please contact the library to book

Gamlingay Environmental Action
Group

(G E A G) - Monthly meeting on 3rd Wednesday 8:00pm
of the month. Kier Suite, Eco Hub-February 15th,
Jess Hatchet-County Wildlife Sites Officer for the
Wildlife Trust, Beds, Cambs, & Northants will talk
on her area of expertise, liaising with local farmers
etc.

Gamlingay Gardening Club

February 1st - Tim Fuller-Herbaceous Plants

12.30pm - 3.15pm

7.30pm

The Kier Suite, The Eco Hub. Guests £3-00
Thursday
Library open

4.00pm - 7.00pm

Youth Cafe and Club

Local children’s group - Cafe YR4+ Club YR8+

5-15pm - 9-00pm

Gamlingay Players

Small Friendly society who produce plays and
pantomimes

8-00pm - 10-00pm

Saturday
Library Open
Indoor Carpet Bowls
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9.30am - 12.30pm
Tuesday afternoons

1.15pm - 3.15pm

What’s on in February
Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners
Association GAGA

Members Secretary Bob Gordon

01767--651913

e bob.gordon22@talktalk.net
Parish Council

For information contact the Clerk on 650 310

2nd and 4th Tuesday each month

7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub

2nd Tuesday each month

7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub

Hatley Parish Council

Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde 650 596 or email
hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info. Details on the website
www.hatley.info or noticeboards

THE GAZETTE: FOR ALL FUTURE
EDITIONS THE DEADLINES ARE
NOW THE 1st OF EVERY MONTH
Monday
Gamlingay History Society
Gamlingay Writers
1st Tuesday of the month

February 13th John Morgan - Hunts Cyclists of WW1 - Room 2 GVC7.30pm - 01767-652899/651472
Please contact Rhoda Ludford for full details
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Guitar Club

Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call
Geoff Bruerton on 650748

St Mary’s choir practice

6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers-The Church Hall
or St Mary’s Church

Thursdays
Guild of St Mary’s

Church Hall 7:30pm, all ladies welcome

Gamlingay Archaeological Group
(GAMARCH)

Chris Tomsett - chaiman 01767 650009,
Julia Manley Julia.manley@anglia.ac.uk
First Thursday of the month 7:30pm at the WI Hall

Bellringers
Thursdays

7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay

Gamlingay Photographic Society

Fridays 8pm - 10-00pm Village College New Members welcome.
Phone: 651025 Email: nickbruce7@btinternet.com
website www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk
3rd February-Competition 5-Open-Judge Naomi Saul ARPS EFIAP
DPAGB APAGB A Panel
10th-February-Moving Pictures, How to make AV’s by Brian Hunt
24th February-My Personal Selection by Daphne Hanson DPAGB
APAGB (EAF President & PAGB Exect Member

Gamlingay Community Choir

First Wednesday of the month 8 - 9.30pm
Third Saturday of the month 10.15am - 12.15pm
In the Kingspan Hall, Eco Hub
Contact Jan Cooper 01767-650178
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Pre school groups and education
Mucky Pups
Montessori

Janette Rafferty 652 047
Debbie Fowden 650 408
Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645
0771 4821
940

Rainbow Preschool
Sunshine Preschool

Julie Prior
Ann Wiseman

Everton Preschool

Julie
Natalie

Carers Group

Sports

Bowls Club
Football Club
Youth Team
Junior Football
School
Tennis Club
Fitness Workshop
Breeze Ladies’
Cycling
Girls Football -MUGA
email-nantmarg@hot

Halls for hire

Bridget Smith
Brian
Chair:
Brian
Culverhouse
Brian
Culverhouse
John Gray
Gill Kitchener
Nancy Kyle
mail.co/uk

652 157
07703
770 676
07814
815 491
691 477

650 510
651 020
651 020
651 020
654 165
651 785
650 035
651785

650 581

WI Hall
Social Club
Methodist Chapel
Hatley St George
Village Hall

Parish Council
Martin Hull
Parish Council
Weightmans

650 310
650418
650 310
651322

Shelley
Aitchison

651226

Baptist Church
St Mary The Virgin,
Church Warden

650 547

Jane Brown

652 997

Helen Brown

449 043

Irene Gray
Steve Palmer
Barry Jefferd

651 212
651 532
261 000

Will Colebrook

07527
717463

Pathfinder Scouts
Chris Elwood
Friday
Explorers
Phil Wood
All meet at the Scout Hut

07879
698477
01480
830 866

Mini Club

Lucy Rands

651 120
651 119
07929
453235

Kay Palmer

651 532

Youth Club
Gamlingay Young
Lacemakers

Carol Wright or
Chris Robins

Hobbies leisure and interests
Gamlingay Players
Bell Ringers
Gardening Club

Hayley Parker
John Boocock
Lindy Gorton

Linda Fraser
Chris Miller
Jan Cooper
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677 710
650779
650178
650 208
650 360
650 208
650 360

652 992
650 736
650 581
652899

Over 50’s walks
meet at Ecohub
Booklinks
Friends of St Mary’s
Ladybird Club
St. Neots Model
Railway club

Miriam and Phil 654 891
Titchner
Kate Laugharne
Philip Gorton
650 581
Mrs C Watson
650 707
John Kneeshaw
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

East Beds Model
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Painting for Pleasure
Photographic Society

Schools
First School
Village College
First School
Via school
Association
office
Village College Friends Village College
Association
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Benita Scott

History Society
Peter Wright
e gamlingayhistory@g mail.com

Lindy Gorton

Churches

2nd Gamlingay
Guides
1st Gamlingay
Brownies
1st Gamlingay
Rainbows
Tinuwen Rangers
Gamlingay Cubs
Gamlingay Gransden
Cubs
Gamlingay Scouts
Thursday

Youth Cafe

St Mary’s Church Hall

Ecohub Manager

Youth groups

Roy Turner
Jackie Bruce,
Secretary
Royal British Legion
Sebastian
Kindersley
Jackie Hough
Gamlingay Writers
Rhoda Ludford
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

650426
651 025

Village Show
WI
Guild of St Mary’s
Music Club
Gamlingay Lacecaps

650 178
651 932
650 988
650 748
01480
385 351

Jan Cooper
Anne Clarke
Liz Huckle
Geoff Bruerton
Pat Brunsdon

651 982
651 070

Sir John Jacob’s
Almshouses Trustees: Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Lawrie Edwards Major
John McCall
Sandy and District
Lee Packham
Round Table
Brown
Gamlingay
John Mercer
Environmental Action
Group (GEAG)
contact@geag.
CFRS community
champion

Medical Centre
651 070
651 982
311 418
650 039
07860
246810
org.uk

audreywilliams@lineone.
net

Gamarch (Gamlingay Chris Tomsett
650 009
Archaeological
Julia Manley (secretary)
Group)
GamlingayCommunity Jan Cooper-650178
Choir

Cambridge county council
Adult Health and Social Service
General Enquiries			
0345 045 5201
Adult Social Care			
0345 045 5202
Children’s Services			
0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking
0345 045 5204
Occupational Health			
0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/
Sensory Services			
0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries			
0345 045 5200
Switchboard				0345 045 5222
Trading Standards			
0845 4040506
Waste Management			
0345 045 5207
Education Transport			
0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support		
0345 045 5211
Streetscene
(highways, transport and streets)
0345 045 5212
Library Services
(includes automatic renewals)		
0345 045 5225
Citizenship				0345 045 5155
Family Information Service		
0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Library Opening hours

Appointments:
Emergencies:

651 544
651 546

District nurses

0845
602 4064

Cambridge Hearing
help
Age Concern

01233
416141
01354
696650

Car Care Scheme

Alison Baker

Police, ambulance, fire
Non-emergency Fire

07519
493701
999
01223
376 217
101

Non-emergency
Police
Community Police
PC John Coppard 101
email john.coppard@ cambs.pnn.police.
uk
Parish council
Clerks,
650 310
Kirstin Rayner
Leanne Bacon
at ecohub
Web page
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Library

clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Jackie McGeady
Sarah Groom
Kate Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay

Chair:
Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk:
Kim Wilde

650 596

hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman:

Margot Eagle

Politics
MP

Heidi Allen

01954
211444

Sebastian
Kindersley
Sebastian
Kindersley
Bridget Smith

651 982

County Councillor
District Councillors

South
8am - 8pm
Cambridgeshire
Mon - Sat
District Council
Gamlingay Residents’ Julie Newman
Association

Monday

9.15am-10.30am.
2.00pm - 8.00pm

Toddlers’ story time
and craft session
9.15am - 10.00am

Tuesday

9.15am - 12.15pm

Board games
10.00am - 12.00

Wednesday

12.30pm - 3.15pm

Thursday

4.00pm – 7.00pm

Free computer
training (please book) Faulty street lamps

Saturday

9.30am - 12.30pm

651 982
650 510
0345
0450 500
650685

0800
7838 247
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CHIROPR ACTOR
CHIROPR
ACTOR
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CHIROPR
ACTOR
McTimoney
CHIROPR
ACTOR
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For
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Neck
and Shoulder
CHIROPR
ACTOR
McTimoney
Pain
and Stiffness
For Back,
Neck and Shoulder
McTimoney
Pain
and
Stiffness
For
Back,
Neckbody
and Shoulder
Gentle
Whole
care

SCOTT ROOFING LTD

Pain
and Stiffness
For
Back,
Neckbody
and Shoulder
Gentle
Whole
Longer
than
averagecare
Times
Pain
and
Stiffness
For
Back,
Neck
and
Shoulder
Gentle Whole body
care
Longer
than
average
Times
Pain
and
Stiffness
Some
Saturday
Appointments
Gentle Whole body care
Longer than average Times
Some
Saturday
Appointments
Gentle
Whole
bodyTimes
care
Longer
than
average
Some Saturday Appointments
Longer than average Times
BSc (Chiro)
MMCA
Some
Saturday
Appointments

Roofing Specialist

Karen Moss
Karen
Moss
SomeBSc
Saturday
Appointments
(Chiro)
MMCA
Karen
Moss
01480
473892
BSc (Chiro)
MMCA
Karen
Moss
01480
473892
BSc (Chiro)Moss
MMCA
Karen
01480
473892

Your local traditional
Roofer

Free quotations and advice
CHIROPR ACTOR

All roofing works undertaken:
McTimoney

tiling- slating- felt flat roofs- repairschimney
re-points- insulation- facias/guttersFor Back, Neck and Shoulder
moss
removal- new roofs- lead work.
Pain
and Stiffness

General ChiropracticBSc
Council
Reg No.
02138
(Chiro)
MMCA
Member of McTimoney Chiropractic Association
General Chiropractic Council Reg No. 02138
Member
McTimoneyCouncil
Chiropractic
Association
GeneralofChiropractic
Reg No.
02138

01480 473892
01480 473892

Member of McTimoney Chiropractic Association
General Chiropractic Council Reg No. 02138
Member
of McTimoney
Chiropractic
General
Chiropractic
Council RegAssociation
No. 02138
Member of McTimoney Chiropractic Association

Gentle Whole body care

Call Scott:

Longer than average Times

Grovemount Limited
Grovemount
Limited
CHIROPR
ACTOR
General Builders
Grovemount
Limited
All
building
& refurbishment
work
General
Builders
McTimoney
Grovemount
Limited
General
Builders
Grovemount
Limited
All building undertaken
& refurbishment work
General
Builders
All
building
&doors
refurbishment
work
PVCu
windows,undertaken
& conservatories
General
Builders

EST 1972
L.F.JARVIS & SON Ltd
Some
Saturday
EST
1972 Appointments
L.F.JARVIS
& SON Ltd
General Builders
EST 1972
L.F.JARVIS
&
SON Ltd
DOMESTIC
APPLIANCE
General
Builders
EST 1972
• Restoration
& Joinery
EST APPLIANCE
1972
L.F.JARVIS
&
SONLtd
Ltd
ENGINEER
DOMESTIC
General
Builders
BSc (Chiro) MMCA
• Restoration
Joinery
Specialist & &
L.F.JARVIS
SON
DOMESTIC
APPLIANCE
ENGINEER
General
Builders
Automatics,
Cookers,
Vacs, Dryers
•• Restoration
& Joinery
Specialist
All joinery
work
undertaken
General
Builders
01480
473892
ENGINEER
DOMESTIC
APPLIANCE
Tel:
Mobile:
Automatics,
Cookers,
Vacs,
Dryers
•
Restoration
&
Joinery
Specialist
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
•
All
joinery
work
undertaken
from
doors,
windows
• Restoration & Joinery to fitted
ENGINEER
Automatics,
Cookers,
Vacs,Mobile:
Dryersserving
01767
07802
Tel:
Proudly
the
village
Specialist
ENGINEER
• Specialist
All
joinery
work
undertaken
from
doors,
windows
to fitted
oak
units
General
Council
Reg
No.331
02138
Automatics,
Cookers,
Vacs,
Dryers
650
750Chiropractic
393
Tel:
Mobile:
01767
07802
•
All
joinery
work
undertaken
Automatics,
Cookers,
Vacs,
Dryers
from
doors,
windows
to
fitted
oak
units
Member
of McTimoney
Chiropractic
Association
•
All
carpentry
works
for
over 15• years.
All joinery work undertaken
01767
07802
Tel:
Mobile:
650
750
393
331
Tel:
Mobile:
from
doors,
windows
to
fitted
oak
units
•
All
carpentry
works
Upvc
fascias,
soffits
gutters
from doors, windows to fitted
650
750
393
331
01767
07802
01767 The Police 07802
oak
units
•
All
carpentry
works
• oak
Upvc
fascias,
soffits gutters
Property
refurbishment
units
650
393
650750
750
393 331
331

For Back, Neck and Shoulder

Bill Tangye
Bill Tangye
Mob
07834 777 134
Moss
BillKaren
Tangye
Tel 01767 651 626
Bill
Bill Tangye
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&
refurbishment
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PVCu
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01767
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Potton
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Times
Tel:
01767
651299
Potton Road The Heath, Gamlingay
Personal Care
Tel:
01767
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Some
Saturday
Appointments
Tel:
01767
651299
Home
Help
Personal Care
Companionship
Many Years Experience
Home
Help
PersonalOutings
Care
Assisted
Companionship
Many Years Experience
Home
Help
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Personal
Care
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Outings
Personal
Care
(Chiro)
MMCA
Many Years Experience BScCompanionship
Shopping
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Outings
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Preparation
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Experience
Companionship
Shopping
Many
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ExperienceOther
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Services
available
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Outings
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Outings
Meal
Preparation
Shopping
Medication
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Other
Services
available
MealShopping
Preparation
Tel:
07835
419093
Shopping
Other
Services
available
General Chiropractic
Council
Reg
No.
02138
Meal
Preparation
Meal
Preparation
Cara
Hemmins
Tel:
07835
419093
Member of McTimoney
Chiropractic
Association
Other
Services
available
Other
Services
available

C & M Care
C & M Care
C & M Care
Karen Moss
C C& &MMCare
Care
01480 473892

The Policenumber:
Non-emergency
The
Policenumber:
Non-emergency
The
The Police
Police
Non-emergency
number:
101
Grovemount
Limited
Non-emergency
Non-emergency
number:
101 number:

General
101Builders

101
101

All building & refurbishment work
undertaken

Cara
Hemmins
Tel:
07835
419093
Cara
Hemmins
Tel:
07835
Tel: 07835419093
419093
Cara
CaraHemmins
Hemmins

PVCu windows, doors & conservatories
Potton Road The Heath, Gamlingay

Anstee
Tel:
01767Gorst
651299

Gorst
CharteredAnstee
Certified
Accountants
Gorst
CharteredAnstee
Certified
Accountants
EST 1972
Personal
Care
Anstee
Gorst
Anstee
Gorst
Chartered
Certified
Accountants
C
&
M
Care
Home Help
Anstee
Gorst
Chartered
Certified
Chartered
Certified
Accountants
Companionship
Many Years Experience
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Grovemount
Limited
WORBOYS GARAGE
WORBOYS
GARAGE
&General
FILLING Builders
STATION

Bill Tangye

WORBOYS
GARAGE
AllFILLING
building
& refurbishment
work
&Mill
STATION
Street,
Gamlingay
WORBOYS
GARAGE
WORBOYS
GARAGE
undertaken
&Mill
FILLING
STATION
Street, Gamlingay
&FILLING
FILLING
Serving
Gamlingay
since 1936
&
STATION
PVCu
windows,
doors
&STATION
conservatories
Mill
Street,
Gamlingay

Chartered
Certified
Accountants
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Outings
DOMESTIC
APPLIANCE
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Medication
ENGINEER
- Self
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tax Shopping
returns
- Accounts
preparation

Serving
Gamlingay
since
1936
MillStreet,
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Potton
Road
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Mill
MOT
Serving
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since 1936
Tel:
01767 651299
ServingGamlingay
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since
1936
MOT
Serving
since
1936
TESTING
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Dryers
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Flow
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- Self
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tax returns

MOT
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makes
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lightHome
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repairs
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TESTING
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Other Services
available
Tel:
Mobile:
Accounts
preparation
-- VAT,
Payroll
and
Bookkeeping
Accounts
preparation
forpreparation
Sole
Self
assessment
taxtraders,
returns
Accounts
-- -Cash
Flow
forecasting
Partnerships
and
Limited
Companies
01767
07802
-Self
Self
assessment
tax
returns 419093
- Payroll
Business
start-ups
- Cash
Flow
forecasting
assessment
tax
returns
--VAT,
and
Bookkeeping
Tel:
07835
Self assessment tax returns
650
750
393 331
-Cash
Cash
Flow
forecasting
Free
Initial
Consultation
Phone:
VAT,
Payroll
and
Bookkeeping
Flow
forecasting
Cara
Hemmins
Business
start-ups
Cash Flow Forecasting
VAT,
Payroll
and
Bookkeeping
Antoinette
Gorst
ACCA
Vat,Free
Payroll
&- Payroll
Bookkeeping
Business
start-ups
- VAT,
and
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Initial
Consultation
Phone:
Business Start
Up
Business
start-ups
Sally
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FCCA
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ACCA
Free Antoinette
Initial
Consultation
Phone:
--Business
start-ups

The Police
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refurbishment
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decking
••• All
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Upvc
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••• Upvc
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Timber
decking
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••• Property
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decking
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Painting
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All building
services
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Timber
decking
•• Timber
Painting
& decorating
All building
services
•Office
decking
Tel / Fax 01767 650 339
Painting
&decorating
decorating
• Painting
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building
services
•Mobile
&
Office
Tel
/ Fax
01767
07713
088
792 650 339
DOMESTIC
APPLIANCE
•
All
building
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•Mobile
All building
services
Office
Tel
/
Fax
01767
07713 088 792650 339

Bill Tangye
ENGINEER

OfficeAutomatics,
Tel
Fax
01767
650
339
Office
Tel
//Fax
01767
650
339
Mobile
07713
088
792
Cookers,
Vacs,
Dryers
Mobile
07713088
088792
792 Mobile:
Mobile
Tel:07713
01767
650The
750

07802

Paddock
393 331
The
Paddock
Farmhouse
The
Paddock
Farmhouse
The
Police
L.F.JARVIS
& SON Ltd
The
Paddock
The
Bed
& Paddock
Breakfast
Farmhouse
Non-emergency
number:
General
Builders
Telephone
01767 654137
Bed
&
Breakfast
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& Breakfast
Telephone
01767
654137
•Bed
Restoration
& Joinery
Bed
&
Telephone
01767 654137
Bed
& Breakfast
Breakfast
Specialist
101
Telephone 01767 654137

01767undertaken
654137
• AllTelephone
joinery work
from doors, windows to fitted
oak units
• All carpentry works
• Upvc fascias, soffits gutters
• Property
refurbishment
Castle Farm,
Hatley Road
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decking
Gamlingay
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• Painting
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Gamlingay
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• AllCastle
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Non-emergency
number:
01767
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FCCA
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Experience
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Gorst
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Servicing
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andrepairs
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01767
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Cara Hemmins
- Self assessment tax returns
Postal contributions may be sent to 82 Church Street
32 The GAZETTE Hand delivered free to every household
- Cash Flow forecasting
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