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2 Cottages on the
right hand side of Heath
Road 1927 with Ebenezer
Croot and his daughter
Madge
4 Motorist caught in a snow
drift in Church End 1957
Photo taken by Jim Empson

1Church End
lookimg back
into the village
c 1954
3 Colin Knibbs
in the family
butchers shop
for many generations. Taken at
Christmas with
all the ordered
Turkeys
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Vacancies at local firm Brogan Group
See inside on page 11 for details
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Continued on pages 22 & 23
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Hatley Village Hall

Available for hire every day,
8.30 am to midnight
A clean, pleasant and roomy hall – can
seat 85, has good acoustics, one user
per session, new kitchen and boiler.
Ideal for meetings and parties. Large
car park.
£10.00 per hour (£7.50 Hatley
residents).
To book, please contact Jill and Clive
Weightman on 01767 651 322 /
weightmanclive@yahoo.co.uk.
Photos on www.hatley.info.
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Due to changes concerning data
protection, The Gazette is very
cautious about reproducing pictures
of children. Every effort is made not
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permission is sought before using
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Your letters and items for articles
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Street, Gamlingay or emailed to Nick
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Copy Deadline
January deadline is 1st December
February 2017 deadline is 1st January 2017
Because of Christmas shut down January issue will be
out after the first week in new year

Gamlingay History Society
December 12th
Christmas Party &
Archive Evening
Gamlingay Village College
7-30 Room 2
Contact 01767-652899/651472
e; gamlingayhistory@gmail.com

The next Parish
Council meeting
for Hatley is due to be held on
Tuesday 17th January, 2016 at
7.30 pm in
Hatley Village Hall.

2

The Gazette December 2016

The Committee of the Gazette wish to thank all
of the Distraction team for all their hard work
through this last year taking the Gazette around
to every house and business in the village.
We also wish them a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

The Gazette December 2016 - Highlights
News from the churches
County and District Council
Brogan Group vacancies
Gardening Tips for November
Christmas Ghost Story with Pictures
St Mary’s Church, Completion of repairs
Historyman & Picture Puzzler
RSPB
Rodericks Recipe
Music Pages

4&5
6&7
11
15
16 & 17
20 & 21
22 & 23
24
26
30 & 31

Whats on

32 & 33

Village Contacts

34 & 35
REFLEXOLOGY CLINIC
(Established 2002)

CARLA ROBINSON MAR.VRT. REIKI
Treatments offered at my clinic

REFLEXOLOGY
VERTICAL REFLEXOLOGY
REIKI
HEAD & SHOULDER MASSAGE

LIBERTY

Holistic therapies to improve many conditions and
bring a sense of Relaxation and Well-being
13 years of professional accredited CPD advanced
training and experience
Gift vouchers available
_

Tel: 01767-651634/0777-201-2928
email: carlafeet@gmail.com
Or visit my website www.solepractice.co.uk

Conservatories, Doors and Windows
Specialist in Quality PVCu and
Aluminium
Conservatories
Orangeries
Doors
Sash Windows
Casement Windows
Bi Folding Doors
Canopies
Verandas
Guttering
Fascias
Summerhouses
And all related Remedials and Repairs
For a no obligation Quotation Contact:Matthew Sanders on 07976586615
Office address:- 81 Cinques Road
Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3NR
Tel/Fax:-01767-651815
email:-msanders471@btinternet.com

Need an...

ELECTRICIAN?

Over 40 Years of Service
No VAT Added

01480 473892
07802 720173
mosselectric@hotmail.com

A FENSA Registered Company
10 Year Insurance Backed Guarantee
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News from the Churches
Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin
Gamlingay with Hatley and Everton cum Tetworth

Churchwarden - Mrs Jan Cooper
69 Green Acres, Gamlingay - 650178
Key

Reader and Churchwarden - Chris Miller
11 Bunyan Close, Gamlingay - 650779

E -Everton

G -Gamlingay

04-Dec
04-Dec
11-Dec
11-Dec
11-Dec

8.00am
10.00am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

18-Dec
18-Dec
18-Dec
21-Dec
24-Dec
24-Dec
24-Dec
25-Dec
25-Dec
25-Dec

9.30am
4.00pm
6.00pm
7.00pm
4.00pm
4.00pm
11.30pm
9.30am
10.00am
11.00am

H-Hatley St George December 2016

Holy Communion
First Sunday
Parish Eucharist
Holy Communion
Word and Worship
Parish Eucharist with prayers for
healing
Christmas Carols
Christmas Carols
Christmas Carols
Christingle
Christingle
Midnight Mass
Parish Eucharist
Lessons and Carols
Holy Communion

G
G
G
H
E
G
E
G
H
E
G
G
G
E
H

It is now less than a month before Christmas and I am sure that the children (at least!) are beginning to get excited. But what, I wonder, are they getting
excited about? Probably all those presents which they are hoping for.
All this takes me back to the story of St Nicholas who was a fourth century bishop living in Myrna in Asia Minor (now modern day Turkey). He was a very rich
man but was also kind and did a lot to help the poor, giving secret gifts to those who needed help.
One of the stories about St Nicholas goes like this:
There was a poor man who had three daughters. He was so poor, he did not have enough money for a dowry, so his daughters couldn’t get married. One
night, Nicholas secretly dropped a bag of gold down the chimney and into the house, which meant that the oldest daughter was then able to get married. The
bag fell into a stocking that had been hung by the fire to dry! This was repeated later with the second daughter. Finally, determined to discover the person
who had given him the money, the father secretly hid by the fire every evening until he caught Nicholas dropping another bag of gold. Nicholas begged the
man to not tell anyone what he had done, because he did not want to bring attention to himself. But soon the news got out and when anyone received a
secret gift, it was thought that maybe it was from Nicholas.
Many countries, especially in Europe, celebrate St. Nicholas’ Day on 6th December. In Holland and some other European Countries, children leave clogs or
shoes out on the 5th December (St. Nicholas Eve) in the hope that they will be filled with presents. They also believe that if they leave some hay and carrots
in their shoes for St Nicholas’ horse, they will be left some sweets.
In 1822,Clement Clarke Moore (1779 - 1863) wrote the poem ‘Twas the night before Christmas, also called “A Visit from St. Nicholas” in which St Nicholas is
mentioned in the first verse:
‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St Nicholas soon would be there.
When I was at secondary school, the name of my school was St. Nicholas Grammar School and the badge contained a bishop’s mitre together with three
money bags.Christmas is a wonderful time for both children and adults and we all get excited about receiving (and giving) presents. But let us not forget the
most important present of all that we receive at Christmas and that is the babe in the manger who was God in human form, Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the
world.
Hopefully many of you will feel moved to come to church this Christmas – details of all the services are at the top of this page.
With very best wishes at this season of the year!
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Chris Miller Licensed Lay Minister and Churchwarden

News from the Churches
Gamlingay Baptist Church
Stocks Lane, Gamlingay 				www. gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk
Church Secretary: Mrs Linda Fraser
01767 677710

December 2016

‘Silent night, holy night. All
is calm, all is bright.’
Christmas is here,
whether you like it or not.
I am not sure about you,
however, our Christmases
never quite reflect many
of the lyrics above. In fact,
Christmas tends to bring
the opposite of silence
and calm. There is the
manic racing to the shops
to make sure the right
presents are gathered
for the right friends
and family members (and only after having the lengthy debate of what
the ‘right present’ even is). Following the pushing through crowds for
presents comes the pushing through the crowds for the food, be it turkey,
ham, pheasant, or the slightly different variation ‘three bird roast’ (or
Turducken as it is known in the U.S.). With the completion of the shopping
comes of course, the careful balancing of wrapping (and hiding) presents,
cooking the food (hopefully remembering to get it all out of the oven), and
making sure that everyone is content. Christmas is anything but silent
and calm…
However, when I intentionally take a moment to stop, and think about
why it is we even celebrate Christmas, everything changes. You see,
it is because of the birth of this history-changing, revolution starting,
incredible little baby that we have this CHRISTmas. Suddenly, it is a holy
night. For many of us today, Jesus Christ was just ‘some guy’, a great
leader maybe, but not much more. However, to me, Jesus is more than
that, He is my Lord, my Saviour and dare I say it, my friend. I know that
is a strange concept for many to take on board, and that probably raises
questions as to why and how that is even possible. But, I and many others
would love the opportunity to share with you what Jesus means to us. Be
it over a coffee, or after a Sunday morning service, or at one of the many
events we have planned this month.
Regardless of where you are in terms of faith and belief, one thing is for
sure, this Jesus changed much of this world. Could that be worth some of
your time this season?
Having just moved to Gamlingay, and the church, there is still much I and
the family are getting to know, but we welcome the opportunity to meet
many of you, and plug into this fantastic community. An opportunity for
this could be the annual Christmas Concert happening on December 6th.
Do come join us, and kick the season off with a bang. We are also very
excited to be hosting the Gamlingay First School Carol Concert this year.
And there will of course be our Carols by Candlelight as well, immediately
after the Messy Church Christmas party.
Do please get in touch should you require more details about any of the
events we are holding.
Looking forward to getting to know you all.
Adrian Semerene
Lead Pastor
Gamlingay Baptist Church

Diary

Church Services
Worship every Sunday Morning
10.45am (with J.A.M for children)
Communion is always celebrated on
the first Sunday of each month
Weekday Meetings
Wednesday 7.30pm
and as advertised
For Children
J.A.M. Every Sunday 10.45am
(Apart from Family Service)
“Messy Church” Christmas Party
Sunday 18th December at 3.30pm
Leading into Candlelight Service
Women’s Prayer Brunch
No Meeting this month
Craft GroupNo Meeting this month
Coffee Morning
In aid of Gamlingay BC and 2016
Charities
Thursday 8th December 10am-11.30am
Enjoy tea/coffee and a cake.
Please join with us at our
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
EVENING OF SONG & VERSE
7.30pm
Tuesday 6th December
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
6pm
Sunday 18th Dec
CHRISTMAS DAY
10.30am
Sunday 25th Dec

adrian@gbchurch.org.uk
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Councillors’ column
District and County Council Issues

District Council issues by Sebastian Kindersley and
Bridget Smith
County Council issues by Sebastian Kindersley

Councillors Report – South Cambridgeshire District Council &
Cambridgeshire County Council – November 2016
Your Councillors are always ready to help. If you have any questions
about these - or indeed any other - matters, please do not hesitate
to contact County Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 01767 651982
or skindersley@hotmail.com or write to the Manor Barn, East Hatley,
SG19 3JA. District Councillor Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or
bridget@glockling.com You can also follow your councillors on Twitter:
@Cllrbridget @Seb4SouthCambs
Budgets
Last month we mentioned that Budget time was here again. You’ll be
aware (vaguely) that every Authority gets a lump sum settlement from
the Government which is then added to by Council Tax and so on.
As part of the last budget the Chancellor indicated an offer would be
made to local authorities that would enable them to accept a multiyear grant settlement – jolly good idea as it would enable them to plan
ahead, be prudent and so on. This would cover the forthcoming four
financial years and it was made clear as part of this announcement that
it was likely that those accepting the offer were likely to favour more
favourably than those that did not.
The only requirement that we had to agree to was to develop an
efficiency plan. Given our agreed transformation programme this was
relatively straightforward.
Alas. Yet again HMG does the dirty. It turned out that the way the
settlements were calculated would mean Cambridgeshire would
actually receive a negative settlement in year 4 to the tune of £7.5m
or so. In other words, we would be giving cash to other authorities
- to subsidise them. Appalling. In any event the General Purposes
Committee voted not to accept the government offer of a 4-year
settlement. But the vote was only by one – in other words some
Councillors were happy to accept a deal which would have left
Cambridgeshire taxpayers paying for services in other areas.
Last year we did not ask Cambridgeshire taxpayers to pay £2 a
month extra in Council Tax to keep our own services, (gritting, streetlights, children’s centres etc) - but were prepared this year to ask
Cambridgeshire taxpayers to pay £3 a month to subsidise central
government and other councils. Just appalling.
Local Plan
Bad news on the Planning front as South Cambridgeshire District
Council moves ever onwards in the Local Plan process. It intends to
release another parcel of land south of the Cambridge Bio-medical
campus from the Green Belt and thus allow the Campus to extend
almost into the Nine Wells Nature Reserve. Apparently ‘New evidence
by leading experts’ has confirmed no damage will be caused.
Apparently said experts have misunderstood both the definition and
purpose of the Green Belt – which is to protect Cambridge from sprawl
development.
Also bad news are some modifications to the development at Bourn
Airfield – “small revisions” which it turns out take up the employment
area within the main body of the Airfield and some around the
entrance to the new village and near Highfields Caldecote – signalling
an effective ribbon of development from Caxton into the centre of
Cambridge.
Just to remind you what is proposed in the Local Plan: North of
Waterbeach (new town) – 8,000-9,000 homes, 1,400 of which by 2031.
Bourn airfield new village – 3,500 homes, 1,700 of which by 2031.
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Cambourne West – 1,200 homes, all by 2031 (with planning
application already in!) in addition to the 14,000 homes already
committed to in locations such as the edge of Cambridge and the new
town of Northstowe.
Robinson Court
The Planning Committee at South Cambs met on November 2nd to
consider the proposed redevelopment of the site. They visited the
site the day before and took into account the neighbour concerns
about parking, foul and surface water drainage and issues around the
construction phase. The Committee voted to agree the application
unanimously but added a further condition that the green space
be protected and not used for car parking. Housing has agreed
that households will be leafleted before both the demolition and
construction phases with contact details of the site managers and
Council officers so that if there are any issues they can be dealt with
quickly and easily.
The contract to redevelop Robinson Court has now gone out to
tender. We are hopeful that things will start to happen in the early
spring, initially with the demolition of the flats, soon to be followed by
the building of 14 new houses and flats. Whoever wins the contract
will be required to hold monthly meetings with residents to explain
what is going on and to listen and respond to any problems. We are
aware that access to the site will be an issue and have requested
that no lorries go beyond the access to the field. We also know that
residents with health problems are concerned about dust and we will
be having discussions about how this can be managed. There will
be restrictions on the hours during which activity will occur and we
are also asking for clarification about security of the site. We are also
hopeful that we will be able to provide some extra parking spaces for
existing residents.
City Deal
As you’ve read over and over one Mrs B Smith has been creating
merry hell about various City Deal proposals and it does now look as
if proposals to fine drivers using key roads in and out of Cambridge in
peak hours may be for the scrap heap.
It’s excellent that the huge volume of objections appears to have
forced the Cambridge area’s City Deal Board into a rethink. But
such a plan shouldn’t have seen the light of day in the first place,
especially without proper exploration of other ways to achieve the very
necessary aim of reducing traffic congestion in Cambridge.
The decision two years ago to introduce parking charges for the
park and rides into Cambridge resulted in a drop of 14 per cent in
passenger numbers. That clearly needs to be mended. And we need
an open and wide-ranging conversation including all who live or work
in Cambridge, or visit the city for whatever purpose, about how to
make travelling into the city more sustainable.
But the whole fiasco is also an object lesson in what happens under
remote boards like City Deal, consisting of representatives selected
by councils to make decisions at an extra remove from the public. And
it’s an alarm bell about how decisions on all sorts of matters will be
taken by the new ‘powerful Mayor’ of Cambridgeshire & Peterborough
and his or her ‘combined authority’, which will be foisted on us by the
Government from May next year.
Concessionary Bus Fares
Over the next 12 months around 80,000 people across
Cambridgeshire will need to renew their concessionary bus pass. If

Councillors’ column District and County Council Issues
everyone calls then our Call Centre will collapse. We know around 50%
of those who use bus passes use online services as we have their e-mail
addresses. If you are comfortable renewing online we urge you to do so.
The County has improved the process and form on the website to make
it easier, so people can use their own photos and even see what it looks
like on a mock bus pass. Using the online form provides a speedier and
cheaper process in the contact centre – so please do use the online form
at http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20017/buses/124/free_bus_
pass so we can better deal with those who aren’t online. Thank you!

A428 Busway

Mr Birkett kindly invited Sebastian to GVC to view some lessons and
meet some pupils including the fab Head Girl and Head Boy who
interviewed him about being a Councillor. It was a really interesting visit
and both teachers and pupils were most impressive.

The last meeting of the City Deal Assembly discussed the
proposal for a busway running along or adjacent to the
A428 from Caxton Gibbet. The City Deal Assembly made
some very sensible suggestions for the route this should
take so as to avoid damage to the Green Belt. They also
suggested a far less damaging site for a new park and ride
to the one which was being put forward which overpowered
Coton. Despite a good and rational argument, the final
decision made by the City Deal Board appeared to be a done
deal and they rejected all the changes put forward by the
Assembly. One can’t help but wonder what the point of the
Assembly is. On top of this the Board, of 5 members, has just
had its 5th resignation in 2 years which says a lot about how
well the governance of this project is going.

Winter Gritting

Grass Cutting

From October 25th 26 gritters will be on standby, day and night, to grit the
roads when necessary.
However gritting routes across the county have been revised and the
Council will be reducing its gritting routes. Last year we covered 44%
of the County’s roads – this year (and onwards) it will be 30% only.
(The M11, A14, A1, A1 (M), A11, A47 and A428 are gritted by Highways
England.)
There is no longer any attempt to cover school bus routes. The map is
available online and it would appear that most of the Gamlingay Division
routes remain unchanged.

We must apologise for the wild flower areas on Manor Rd
and Murfitt Way being left uncut for so long. They are the
responsibility of the District Council who have arranged for
them to be done by a contractor but not until early December.
We shall be reviewing what happens to these areas for next
year in order to avoid the inconvenience that has occurred
this year.

Gamlingay Village College

New Integrated Urgent Care Service
Ever dialled 111? To help simplify access for patients, NHS 111 services
have been extended to provide patients with access to a wider range of
services and specialist clinicians such as GPs, pharmacists and health
advisors 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. NHS 111
enables patients and health professionals to get quicker access to the
right health advice, at the right time and in the right place.
For patients who become unwell when their GP surgery is closed, dialling
111 will enable a clinical assessment to be made and referral to the
most appropriate service for their needs. For patients who are in need of
mental health support, dialling 111 and selecting option two will enable
them to speak directly to a member of the mental health crisis team.
By having one single point of access it also prevents patients having to
contact multiple different services to receive the care they need. All calls
from both mobiles and landlines to 111 are free.
New Monthly Housing, Police and Councillor Surgery
We have now run 3 surgeries at the Eco Hub and so far no one has been
to see us. We will struggle to keep these drop-in sessions running if they
are not used. It is an opportunity for you to talk to us about any problems
you have, get advice on housing matters or access help from the police,
all in one place. They are held on the first Monday of the month from
9.30am until 10.30am. Please do come along if you are living in one of
South Cambs houses or a housing association house just to let us know
how things are for you. As always it is a case of ‘use it or lose it’.
Avenells Way
We are aware that the lack of a dropped kerb to the alleyway leading to
Church St is causing problems for residents using mobility scooters. We
are asking council officers to see if something can be done to make this
safer.
It has been lovely to see the communal flower beds looking so well
tended recently. We are aware that this is due to the not inconsiderable
efforts of some of the residents. We would just like to say thank you very
much to them,. for being so community minded.

South Cambs Magazine Delivery Problems
Please do keep letting us know if you do not receive the
South Cambs magazine and also let us know if you have
complained and are now receiving it.
Boundary Review
The review of the District Boundaries has now completed
and we are going to see big change. Currently Gamlingay
is a 2 member ward (Bridget and Sebastian as councillors)
consisting of Gamlingay, Hatley, Arrington, Croydon, Little
Gransden and Longstowe. The Boundary Commission have
reduced the number of district councillors from 57 to 45 and
so the number of wards has had to be reduced by a similar
20%. The upshot for us is that Gamlingay is being made a
single member ward by itself, Little Gransden and Longstowe
will be part of Caldecote, and Arrington, Croydon and Hatley
will be part of The Mordens ward.
Devolution
All the Cambridgeshire Councils will meet in November
to vote on whether to accept the government’s devolution
deal. A recent press release advised that the directly elected
mayor will have the power to build on the Green Belt which
only adds to our grave concerns about this.
Land South of West Road Planning Application
Bridget and Sebastian held a meeting of West Road Action
Group to discuss how we are going to manage both the
appeal for the original refused application for 28 houses
on this site which is outside the village boundary. This was
followed by a meeting arranged by the parish council and
the promoters to discuss a second application which is likely
to be heard by the District Council’s planning committee in
December. Both meetings were very well attended. If the
new application, which differs little from the original one, is
approved, then the appeal will not happen. If it is refused
then the appeal will go ahead in the New Year. The council
are still accepting representations from residents on this
proposal so if you want to add anything please send your
letters to lydia.pravin@scambs.gov.uk

Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7
St Denis’ Church East Hatley
It’s brilliant to be able to report – finally – that the Church has now been handed over by South Cambs to the Friends of Friendless Churches.
This is a national charity which aims to restore and maintain derelict churches and turn them into community assets. The negotiations have
been extremely lengthy and have involved numerous parties from the Diocese to the neighbours to the Parish Council with three sets of lawyers
working on it at one point. So a big thank you to all those who committed to making this project happen.
Got a problem? Issue? Something you’d like to discuss?
Your Councillors are here to help you. Please do feel free to contact us with comments, questions, problems or complaints. We hope we can
help but if we can’t we are likely to know someone who can!

Cubs 100 Promise Party
On the 16th December 2016 Gamlingay & Gransden Scout Group will be celebrating 100 years of Cub Scouts. The celebration will
take place at the Scout HQ on Cinques Road at 7pm.
The evening will start with the Cubs performing the original Wolf Cub Grand Howl followed by the Cubs renewing their promise at
7.15. The Cubs will entertain with a selection of activities followed by the Cubs Scout Grand Howl.
The evening will end with refreshments.
If you were a Wolf Cub or Cub Scout at any time and would like to take part in the party, please let us know. Contact deekirby@
talktalk.net or telephone/text: 07973 624485
Boy Scouts was started by Robert Baden-Powell in 1907 following an experimental camp on Brownsea Island.
Following the camp, he wrote a book originally published in 6 fortnightly parts called Scouting for Boys. Boys started scouting in
patrols across the country and Boy Scouts were originally restricted to boys aged 11 to 17.
Soon girls wanted to take part so in 1910 another organisation was set up called Girl Guides, this was set up by Agnes BadenPowell (Baden-Powell’s sister).
In 1914 Rosebuds were set up for younger girls, this was renamed to Brownies as the girls didn’t like the name.
Brownies and Girl Guides were set up as being separate to Boy Scouts and this remains the case today.
In 1914 a trial scheme was set up for boys aged 8 to 10 years old. This was to develop into a section called Wolf Cubs and was
officially launched in December 1916. Wolf Cubs used the Jungle Book as a theme and adult leaders adopted the names of the
characters from the book, Akela being the leader in charge.
In 1918 Rover scouts were introduced for older boys / young men aged 18 – 25. In 1967 the name changed to Venture Scouts
and in 2001 the name changed again to Explorer Scouts or Explorers which caters for 14 to 18 year olds and Scout Network was
set up to cater for 18 to 25 year olds.
In 1986 Beaver Scouts was set up for younger boys aged 6 to 8 years old.
In 1991 girls were admitted to all sections of Scouting.
In 2007 Scouts celebrated it’s centenary with celebrations around the world and a World Jamboree held at Hylands Park in
Chelmsford. Scouts renewed their promise on 1st August both locally and globally including a ceremony broadcast from Brownsea
Island.
Scouting is enjoyed in Gamlingay at the Scout HQ on Cinques road, we have two Cub Packs, two Scout Troops, an Explorer Unit
and a Scout Network. If your children would like to join any of the sections please contact the section leaders listed at the back of
the Gazette.
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A big thank you for all the flowers that brightened Church Street this summer
I am writing to the Gazette to say a huge thank you to the person who did the wonderful displays of
flowers outside the Sandwich Bar, Hairdressers and the Cock this summer.They have lifted my spirits and
made me smile every time I have passed them.  
Kay Palmer

Fabricators of Marble, Granite,
Yorkstone, Slate, Limestone and all
makes of Quartz surfaces
Kitchen worktops, Bathroom Vanity
tops, Fire hearths, Memorials
re-lettered and restored
Showroom: 83 High Street
Biggleswade SG18 0LA

01767 314180

Qstoneworks.co.uk

T 01767 262 300
M 07828 297078
• Boiler replacements
• Breakdowns
• New System Installs
• System Upgrades
• Energy Efficient Boiler Installs
• LPG Boiler installations & servicing
• Vented & Unvented cylinder installs
• Radiator, Cylinder
and Megaflo installs
• Underfloor heating
• Powerflushing
• Free Quotations
• Servicing

££

FINANCE OPTIONS
now available !

228628

££

David Dennis, Eden Heating, 5a King Street
Potton, Bedfordshire SG19 2QT

WWW.EDENHEATING.CO.UK

EDEN_A5_Quarter_page_adv.indd 1

07/05/2014 15:44
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GILKS FENCING LTD

All Types of Fencing, Gates & Railings, SUPPLIED & INSTALLED

Call for a FREE Survey & Quotation
Visit our Display Area at:

Gilks Fencing

Drove Road,
Gamlingay, Sandy,
Beds SG19 2HX
Tel:

01767 650 615

Email:

gilksfencing@hotmail.com

www.gilksfencing.co.uk

The Wood Yard
Seasoned Logs and Kindling
Delivered or Collected
Tel Tony on
or Mob

01767-680668
07766664761

THE SHIATSU CLINIC
For relief from …
Backache
Stress
PMT and many more
Try Shiatsu massage
Caroline Betts MRSS

Member of the Register of the Shiatsu Society

01767 650485
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About Us

An international access provider, with operations in UK, Ireland and
UAE. Established for almost 30 years, Brogan Group is a leading
access specialist supplying clients with the design, supply and erection
of scaffolding, mast climbers and hoists to the majority of the largest
construction companies in the UK.We are currently recruiting for the
following positions in our Gamlingay Depot, Bedfordshire and London
sites.

Construction Welder
• Assisting with welding duties as required
• Loading and unloading materials and servicing plant
• General labouring when required
• Flexible working attitude
• Hours of work between 7am to 5pm
Salary negotiable dependent on experience

Labourer

• Loading and unloading materials
• General labouring
• Putting materials away and tidying up
• Flexible working attitude
• Hours of work between 7am to 5pm

HGV Class 1 Driver With HIAB License

• Must hold an HGV1 driving license and current driver CPC, and valid
lorry loader crane licence. CSCS or CPCS card desireable.
• Deliveries / collections for large Scaffolding and access contractor in
London and S/ East.
• Hours Mon – Fri 6.30am – 5.30pm.
• Up to £700 p/week (dependent on experience and qualifications).

Telehandler Operator
• Must hold a valid Telehandler operatorCPCS card.
• Blue Card preferred
• Red card considered dependant on experience of driver.
• General labouring when required
• Hours of work between 7am to 5pm
•Salary negotiable dependent on experience.

Mast Climber and Hoist Installers

Must have experience in installing mastclimbers/hoists/cranes.
• Must hold IPAF Installer ticket for mastclimbers or CSCS Hoist Installer ticket/other qualifications.
• Able to work on own initiative as well as within a team with a proactive, flexible, can-do attitude.
• Projects predominantly in London and South East.
In return, we offer an attractive salary and benefits package, including training opportunities. Salary Negotiable dependent on
experience.

Stock Control/Warehouse Administrator
Duties:
• The role is varied including all general administrative duties as required within a busy plant yard.
• You will ensure that all stock held within the depot is organised and logged correctly.
• You will ensure all records are accurate and loses/errors are minimised.
• You will be responsible for preparing delivery and collection sheets.
• Point of contact for Site Supervisors for equipment queries and taking orders.
• Input stock delivered to and collected from sites onto Syrinx system
• Input stock purchased onto Syrinx system.
• Using Syrinx, advice Yard Manager when stocks are running low.
• Order equipment from suppliers (as advised by Yard Manager / Service Engineers).
• Hours of work Mon –Fri between 7am to 5pm
The ideal candidate will have strong communication and organisational skills, strock control/depot experience in a fast paced
environment (Hire depot experience is desirable). Experienced in stock control systems, excellent computer skills (Excel, Word
etc). Salary negotiable dependent on experience.

Contact Details
Please call Inesa on 0208 362 8656 or email iaverlingyte@brogangroup.com
The depot is based in Gamlingay, SG19 3LW
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‘The Big Christmas Weekend’ at
St Mary’s Church, Gamlingay
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th December 2016
Victorian Christmas Market
and CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

Saturday 12noon - 4pm and Sunday 2pm – 5pm
Entry: £2 adults; Children £1; Under 5’s – free

Lots to see and do: Craft stalls and displays; Children’s games and activities; Christmas
Trees Festival; ‘Have-a-go’ bell-ringing; Scarecrow crib
Lots to buy: Christmas presents from the stalls; Teddy Bear Tombola;
Bran tub; a chance to win some of the fantastic prizes in The Grand Raffle
Lots to listen to: Performances by the Bell-ringers, School choirs,
Church choir, The Alice Lucas School of Dance and Gamlingay Community Choir; wide
variety of musical entertainment including Community Carol-singing and two organ recitals
Lots to eat and drink: Lunch available from 12noon on Saturday,
Hot dogs and chips; yummy cakes; tea and coffee; mulled wine and mince pies

So come along and join in this great community event by:

Booking a stall for your village organisation to raise money for your group,
Stalls cost £10 per day and includes free admission for two people and can be set up on
the morning of Saturday 10th December. Limited places available so book early to avoid
disappointment.
And/Or:
Entering a Christmas tree into our Tree Festival as an individual or as a group.
Trees may be brought to church on Saturday morning between 9am and 11am and may be
collected after 5pm on Sunday 11th December up to Tuesday 13th December after which
any unclaimed trees will be thrown away
To book a stall and/or enter a tree, please contact Andrew on andrewbsmith1@btinternet.com
Details of the times of various performances on each day will be displayed in church and on
our Facebook page. Come along and support your Parish Church. Looking forward to seeing
you all at this lovely Christmas event.

Gamlingay W.l.
For our October meeting we held our annual Harvest supper attended by forty members and husbands.
We had a delicious supper of cottage pie, and for dessert, trifle prepared by our committee. We ended
our evening with an auction preceded over by our President and committee member’s husbands. Produce
provided by our members. We raised £80 pound’s for ACWW.
ACWW stands for Associated Country Women of the World
12
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Other Services available

Mobile 07713 088 792

Tel: 07835 419093
Cara Hemmins

Let us transform the
appearance and 
quality of your lawn

Anstee Gorst
Chartered Certified Accountants

WORBOYS GARAGE
& FILLING STATION
Mill Street, Gamlingay

Serving Gamlingay since 1936

MOT
TESTING STATION

The Paddock
Farmhouse
Bed & Breakfast
Telephone 01767 654137

- Accounts preparation
- Self assessment tax returns
- Cash Flow forecasting
- VAT, Payroll and Bookkeeping

RECEIVE 20%TMOENFFT

- Business start-ups

Free Initial Consultation Phone:
Antoinette Gorst ACCA
Sally Anstee FCCA
Servicing and repairs on most
01767 650 700
makes of car and light commercials
Ground Floor Offices, Unit 30, Green End
Gamlingay Sandy, Beds SG19 3LF
Tyres - batteries - exhausts
Email: office@ansteegorst.co.uk
www.ansteegorst.co.uk
Tel: 01767
650 273programmeWebsite:
Our specially
tailored treatment
will ensure

YOUR FIRST TREA

Castle Farm, Hatley Road
Gamlingay
SG19 3HH
www.paddockfarmhousebandb.co.uk

your lawn is in excellent condition all year round.
32
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Call: 01767 651 639
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Waresley Pet Services

Dog Walking & Animal Care
Are you out all day or planning a holiday?
Do you need help exercising your dog, your cat feeding or
your horse bringing in/turning out, mucking out etc?
I offer a friendly, trustworthy and caring service for all
your pets.
 Regular or occasional dog walking service
 35 years experience with horses
 Fully insured
 CRB checked
 Excellent references available
 100% reliable
Please call Liz for a friendly chat to discuss your pets needs

01767 652059 07834 780181
liz.woodfield2@btinternet.com

Lewis Wooding
Internal &External
Decorating Services

Why not treat
yourself to a gorgeous
new UHD TV?
15a Hitchin St
BIGGLESWADE
(01767) 448188
Sheldonelectricals@gmail.com

Personal References available
Competitive estimates
Detailed quotations

Alice Lucas
School Of Dance

Phone 01767 651647

Fabulous

Mobile 07889 966557

Food Bank ‘Update’
Due to the 4 supermarket collections and donations that
have been very generous over the last few weeks,
We currently need NON FOOD items.

Below is a list of what we need urgently.
Ladies and Men’s toiletries
Men’s disposable razors
Shaving gel
Deodorants
Ladies sanitary items
Shampoo
Shower gel
Soap
Washing up liquid
Long life bags
Copier paper
Pens
Pads
*As always, donations of cash are also needed
for special dietary needs especially for babies
and nappies.*

14
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Great
Opportunities
To perform in
local displays,
Pantomimes and
appear in our own
dance shows

Fun For

Government
Recognised
Exams

Feet

100%
Pass Rate

Fingers

Ballet and Jazz
Classes

And
Faces

Held in Gamlingay
and Biggleswade

R.A.D and I.S.T.D registered Teachers
Fully Licenced with first aid and DBS checked
For more details contact
Alice Lucas on 01767 654959
alice@thebarre.com
Facebook group –Alice Lucas school of dance
www.alicelucasschoolofdance.co.uk

Gardening Tips for December
by Karen Aitkins of All Green Landscapes Ltd

‘Tis the season to be jolly’ as we all know and love the coming of Christmas. Do I hear a groan of despair
out there? We are probably spending more time indoors at this time of year now the days are at their
shortest. But the 21st is the Solstice and the days will slowly be getting longer as we bravely march into
winter.
Rain has been in short supply over the Autumn months so make sure ponds are kept topped up and put
water out for the birds. Hopefully we will get more rain through the winter to top up the water table. I
noticed on some of my walks that streams are very low at the moment, which doesn’t bode well for the
Spring.
Now is the time to bring some colour into the home with bright house plants, such as the traditional
poinsettia and the amaryllis, which also make lovely house gifts. The Christmas tree began as a German
custom and was introduced here by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. Mistletoe was a druid and roman
custom which was hung to bring good fortune, peace and love.
Everything slows down in the garden at this time of year but there is still plenty to do. This is a good time
to crack on with any maintenance jobs that have been hanging around. Treat the fence and shed with a
good preservative. Make sure you use a good reputable creosote as some brands contain toxins which
are harmful to plants. Do minor repairs. Clean inside and out of the green house with a mild disinfectant
to discourage disease.
Continue to rake up fallen dead leaves and collect any prunings except diseased cuttings for compost. Be
careful not to disturb any hibernating hedgehogs.
Protect any vulnerable plants, and if you have room in your shed take in potted plants that are not happy
in the cold weather. Wrap insulation around garden
taps as this could cause a burst pipe if we have a
cold snap.
Look out for farms or riding stables selling
well rotted down manure to dig into the soil
in preparation for next year. If the ground is
particularly boggy, use planks of wood to get about
on the lawn and earth so as to minimise damage.
If we do have particularly heavy snow this year,
make sure you shake off the branches as it can do a
lot of damage. Conifers and fir trees are especially
designed to resist damage so don’t worry about
them. Also low plants will sit comfortably under a
protective blanket of snow, safe from the frost.
As long as the ground is not frozen you can
continue to plant trees, shrubs and climbers.
Protect if the weather changes.
Above all have a wonderful Christmas and a healthy
and happy new year.
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The Christmas Ghost Story
The Wheel Tappers Ghost
There are many Ghost stories of Gamlingay; some true; some
false, but which ones are which?
This story starts in 1911 and is all about the Ghost of what
was thought to be a Railway Wheel Tapper who lived in the
Village, or so it was thought by some, but no one knew where
exactly or what his Name was.
He was first seen in October 1911 by a well to do Woman of
the Village, coming back from visiting relatives in Potton. She
got into a Railway Carriage with her four year old Daughter,
just after dark. The wind and rain were blowing right across
the Platform and she didn’t know until she turned around to sit down that there was anyone else in there. It came as a shock to
find a Worker sitting up the corner, smoking away on his pipe.
The Worker was smartly dressed in his work clothes but was slightly dirty after his day’s toil; slight stubble around the chin, but
nothing out of the ordinary. He smiled and said hello which put the Woman at ease. Not much was said through the journey back
to Gamlingay. The Woman asked if he came from the Village to which he replied that he did and he had just moved here from
London to work the local Lines. He had been made a Foreman and had taken up renting a place at the other end of Gamlingay..
The Woman thought nothing more as their journey ended and she and her Daughter walked about fifty yards behind him to
their House near the Cross Roads. They walked up Station Road, down Church Lane and into Church Street, but as they turned
the corner the man was nowhere to be seen; he had
completely vanished.
Some six years later, the Woman had forgotten all
about the incident and she hadn’t seen anything of
the Worker again, even though she had travelled that
journey many times and was around the Village every
day. One October evening, just as before, as it was
getting dark, in the driving rain, the Woman with
her now ten year old Daughter, got into what they
thought was an empty Carriage on Potton Station.
On turning around to sit down, they saw the Railway
Worker, with his pipe, but not looking a day older.
For a moment the Woman thought about changing
Carriages but it was too late as the Train was pulling
out. The Woman and her Daughter were nervous, but
it wasn’t a long ride and they would soon be home.
The Worker spoke first; asking if the Woman and her Daughter were well. The Woman asked if he had been away as she hadn’t
seen him, to which he said he hadn’t and that he travelled this way six days each week.
At Gamlingay, the Workman got off first, as the Woman made as if to look for her Ticket. She and her Daughter followed him up
the Platform and down Station Road but, as they turned the bend at The Lodge House half way down the Road, he had again
vanished. They carried on, then, looking across the field, they saw him crossing the brook at Block Bridge, but how did he get
there so fast.
The Woman decided they would run and beat him into the Village and just as they passed the Church on the road way, he was half
way through the Churchyard. They hurried and waited in a Shop just in Church Street but there was no sign so the Woman left
her Daughter and took a look around into Church Lane and he had vanished yet again. As she stood there, another Woman that
she knew well came along Church Lane so she plucked up the courage to ask her friend if she had seen this man. Her friend said
she had been speaking to the Church Warden just down the Lane and no one had come out of the Churchyard in half an hour. She
had seen the Woman and her Daughter but that was all; the Woman shivered and hurried home with her Daughter.

16
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Some eight years later, the Woman was still making the journey
regularly but although she expected to see the Railway Worker again
she hadn’t. Her Daughter was now Eighteen and only made the journey
a few times each year with her Mother. It was October, in the Evening
at Potton Station; with the light fading and the wind and rain howling
down the Platform it happened for a third, but, final time.
As the Train pulled in and came to a halt, the two Woman both looked
into the Carriage and it was definitely empty. They got in, turned to sit
down - again they caught sight of the same Railway Worker smoking
his pipe. He greeted them with the same hello as the first time they met,
followed by “your Daughter has grown so much since we first met.”
The two Women didn’t know what to do but, as if nothing was wrong,
they sat down but stayed silent this time until they reached Gamlingay;
where they hoped someone they knew would be getting off the Train, but no one did, only the two of them and the Workman.
He walked in front, as before, at a steady pace, down
Station Road to The Lodge House, over the Merton
Grange drive way, over Block Bridge and through
the Churchyard. Something made the Mother and
Daughter follow the Worker, up Church Street to the
Cross Roads and down Green End but seeing no one
on their way. They rounded the corner near Wrights
Works and all three stopped together at the door of
a rundown Cottage. The Railway Worker opened the
door and stood to one side and took his flat cap off
and said “Welcome home to you both”. At this, the
two Women smiled and walked steadily inside. As
they passed the Workman, the elder Woman said
“thank you, we may rest now” they went inside, the
door closed and they were never seen again.
The people of the Village all wondered where they
had gone but remembering the first time they arrived
in the Village there was never anyone else with them
and they never talked about their trips to Potton or of any relatives, so who were they or the Railway Worker. Can you guess?

To get the most feeling for this story with the
help of hand tinted pictures go to our website
gamlingaygazette.uk and read or download the
Gazette in colour.

The Gazette December 2016 17

Parish Council
Information about the parish council, including agendas for meetings, can be found on our website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
or on the village notice boards. To contact the Parish Council:
email clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk or telephone 01767 650310 or by post to Gamlingay Parish Council, The Eco Hub, Stocks
Lane, Gamlingay, Beds, SG19 3JR.
Parish Council office public opening hours 9-12 Mon, Wed and Fri.
Daily updates from the Parish Council are posted to our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Gamlingayparishcouncil/
and on Twitter https://twitter.com/GamlingayPC .

Gamlingay Players

are excited to announce their

‘Drama Workshops’

for children aged Year 5 and above
on
Tuesday 6th December
7pm - 8pm at the Eco Hub
£2 per session
Come and join us and learn and develop stage skills and stage craft
through drama games, improvisation, role play, characterisation and voice production.
We’ll be working towards a production in June and a pantomime in December.
Further information from either Jan 650178, Hayley 652992 or Jamie 650398

The Gamlingay Show 2016
We are delighted to give donations to the following organisations who applied to become beneficiaries from this year’s show.
They are:
Library, Mini Club, Rainbow Pre-school, Sunshine Pre-school,
History Society, Rainbows (Guides), Bellringers, Gamlingay Players, GamArch,
St Mary’s Church, Baptist Church, GEAG, Gamlingay First School Association,
Gamlingay Community Choir
We have also given donations to Gamlingay Village College in appreciation for the use of their facilities and to The Gazette for
their support throughout the year.
Please tell us how you intend to use the money to benefit your organisation either by email at gamlingay_show@hotmail.co.uk
or on the Show mobile on 0751992126.
We enjoy hearing how the donation has been spent.
We are a very small committee who work hard all year to produce an event that can be enjoyed by the whole family.
Unbelievably next year will be the 25th Gamlingay Show and will be on Saturday 16th September 2017. We hope that all our
plans will mark this special ‘Silver’ anniversary.
Thank you for your support this year and we look forward to seeing you in 2017.
The Gamlingay Show Committee

18
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‘GAMLINGAY IN
(SUPER) MOONLIGHT
Some pictures of Gamlingay by the light
of the large, very bright, ‘supermoon’ on
Monday, 14th November 2016, the closest full
moon to Earth since 1948. It’ll be 2034 before
we see another ‘supermoon’ like this.’
by Ed Newman
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St Mary’s Church in Gamlingay celebrates the
completion of essential repairs.
In December 2014 the church received a grant of £181,700 from the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) for a project to carry out essential repairs to the church roof
and drainage system.
In addition the grant funded a new heating boiler and improvements to the heating
system.

Work on the drainage started in February 2015 with the excavation of two new soakaways as well as the
associated new drainage pipework. The rainwater downpipes from the roof were removed for shot blasting and
repainting. The excavations were overseen by archaeologists and all findings, of which there were many, have
been documented and, where necessary, reburied.
In April through to June work was carried out on the roof. The coverings on the vestry roof were replaced. The
capping along the length of the nave was also replaced. A significant amount of repair work was carried out on both
the north and south transept roofs to resolve long-term damp problems. Inside the tower improvements were made
to roof access. At this time the rainwater downpipes were re-fitted along with the hoppers that were, in some cases,
beyond repair and had to be replaced.
In October through to January 2016 work was carried out to improve the heating system. This included new trench
heaters in the chancel and nave, new radiators in the vestry and at the base of the tower and a new boiler that is
now sited at the base of the tower.
Repairs were necessary to the south porch. The walls have been repaired, rendered and lime washed and the
porch floor tiling repaired.
In addition to the building works;
• heritage boards have been produced that give visitors a historic timeline and identify points of interest
around the building,

20
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•
•

heritage trails have been created for our younger visitors
the church has its own website www.gamlingaychurch.co.uk

All work is now complete and we are enjoying a warm and dry church building that will continue to be a focal
point for the local community.
About the Heritage Lottery Fund
Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK explore, enjoy and protect the
heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and buildings we love, from
precious memories and collections to rare wildlife. www.hlf.org.uk @heritagelottery
For further information, images and interviews, please contact one of the following:
Chris Miller - Churchwarden on 01767 650779 and cfm@btinternet.com
Jan Cooper - Churchwarden on 01767 650178 and drama_jan@hotmail.com
Alec Hissett – PCC Vice Chair on 01767 650052 and alechissett@hotmail.com

St Neots Food Bank

HELP IN
Need
Are you going through a difficult patch, difficulty
in
making ends meet?
Is it a choice between heating and eating?

POTTON WINDOWS LTD

Unexpected problems with the car?

Quality PVCu windows and doors
Double Glazed - Secured by Design
FENSA & 10 year guarantee
Professional Service Assured
Discounts for Pensioners

Whether you are a single person, couple, or a
family with children, help is there for you all.
It is not a benefit, therefore no delay;
Please do not sit there worrying.
Call Gerry Brunt 07752428191

Tel: 01767 260626

E-mail: sales @pottonwindows.co.uk

CHILTERN

L

School of Motoring
Female Driving Instructor
DSA approved
Block booking discounts

L

Tel: Liz 01767 650 472
or 07986 543 121
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Historyman
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5 Womens Institute in heavy snow drift
6 Cemetery Stocks Lane entrance c
1957
7 The Ellis and Phillips Family in
Cinques Road c 1927
8 Local village men clearing snow from
the Cinques 1927
9 The Spital Pit frozen over in 1929
with villagers ice skating
10 Heavy snow drifts Waresley Road
1947
11 Colin Knibbs Dad and Granddad in
the family butches, Church Street
12 The ruins of the cottage at the
entrance to Woodbury near the Iron
Church c 1957
13 Villagers Ice Skating on Waresley
Park fish pond in 1929

10
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Picture
Puzzler
Picture Puzzler
The Picture Puzzler comes to an end with
two last pictures and the competition even
as it has been all year through.
This year’s Puzzlers as last year’s have
been both old pictures and pictures taken
from odd angles.
To enter please send your answers by email
to nb777@btinternet.com or phone Nick
on 01767-651025 or post or drop in at 82
Church Street, Gamlingay.
Good luck.
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News from RSPB
The Lodge
Mark Brandon

I’ll be interested to see the Met check’s weather report on this October, but I’d be surprised if it wasn’t the warmest and driest for
decades. On the reserve this has impacted on several things, the most noticeable being the very low quantities of species and
numbers of fungi around the trails. Seeing large groups of fungi is something we have taken for granted at The Lodge, with over
600 species recorded here, but this year was an exception, and any fungi had to be searched carefully for.				
Like many parts of Cambridgeshire around the time we turned the clocks back, the reserve had a huge influx of ladybirds, mainly
the harlequin ladybird (Harmonia axyridis), and the windows and doors around the Gatehouse were slowly turning black as the
ladybirds congregated together.

The harlequin is a massively varied species, which carries a large range of colours and they can have red, black, orange and
yellow-ish markings. They first arrived in the UK in 2004 and migrate here chiefly from Asia, but also from North America, and
are a threat to our own native ladybirds. Despite the warm conditions, constant easterly winds ensured that the autumn migrant
birds still arrived. Redwings were the first to arrive in quite good numbers in mid- October, and a few of the larger fieldfares soon
joined them. Goldcrest, blackbird and song thrush numbers were noticeably higher as they also moved in from the north and
east and small parties of siskins, with the occasional lesser redpoll, called as they foraged in the tree tops.
One bird that is being seen here more regularly is the colourful, ruby red bullfinch. I had worked at The Lodge for over five
years with out ever seeing one on the reserve, but in the last three years they have turned up more frequently, particularly in
the autumn. Four birds were seen together on the new heath in October, and there were several sightings of two birds together,
again mainly on the new heath.

Now the breeding season is well over, habitat work is in full flow, and an area was cleared of some birch around Jack’s Pond
to open a corridor between the two heathland areas. This work was funded by BIFFA through their BIFFA award grant scheme
and their support is greatly appreciated.							
I hope you can visit us for a
crisp walk over the autumn, and don’t forget you can find some great Christmas gifts and cards in the RSPB shop.
The RSPB Lodge reserve is open every day of the week, from dawn to dusk, for everyone to enjoy and there are plenty of
organised events: just ring to book. Entry is included in the car-parking fee - £5 a car for non-members, free if you are members
or just visiting the shop. The shop (01767 693333) is open every day (9 am-5 pm and 10 am-5 pm weekends and Bank
Holidays, Closed Christmas and Boxing Day.) and has everything for people who love nature. You can find us on the B1042 on
the Sandy to Potton road, less than a mile from Sandy.
Our website; www.rspb.org.uk/thelodge is the place to look for all of the events you can enjoy here at RSPB The Lodge this
winter.
For all of the latest news Facebook; RSPB HertsandBeds.
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity. In England and Wales, no: 207076.In Scotland, no:
SC037654.
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Roderick’s

Vegetarian Recipes

by Roderick Starksfield

BATTERED CHEESE
I offer this one at this time as a starter for a Christmas lunch.
Maybe this is an odd title, but Oh so delicious.
The inspiration for this dish comes from many sources, here I have put them together to make a memorable dish. This can be used as a starter, the quantities
shown are for four, though it could make a meal for two.
Combinations that make this dish special:
Batter, lightly spiced and salty, counteracted by the smooth cheese. The Aïoli providing a very rich, garlicky flavour. The pickled cabbage counteracting the
richness with a slightly sour spicy tang. All the flavours balance each other, making this a something special.
I list below Paneer cheese (covered in a previous recipe), though Halloumi or pressed firm Tofu could be used.
This may seem a long winded recipe, but as some of it is made in advance brings down the time considerably.
Quick Pickled Cabbage
Ingredients
12oz/350gm finely chopped Red Cabbage
2 garlic cloves, crushed
4fl oz/125ml malt vinegar
2 tablespoons soy sauce
1 tablespoon sugar
1 Red Chilli
Method
Place cabbage (a mandolin is perfect for slicing) in a medium bowl with garlic. Don’t leave the strands of cabbage too long, say about 1½ inches/35mm; if
the strands are longer they can be difficult to pick up on a fork, and you don’t want your guests to cope with drops of bright red juice on their clothes!
Bring vinegar, soy sauce, sugar, and finely chopped chilli to a boil. Pour the hot vinegar mixture over the cabbage, toss together. This need to stand for at least
an hour, and can easily be made a day in advance, refridgerate.
Aïoli
Ingredients
3 free-range egg yolks
4 cloves garlic
½ lemon, juice only
salt and freshly ground black pepper
5fl oz /150ml olive oil, you could use other oil types as the garlic can overpower special oils.
Method
Blend all ingredients, except the oil, in a food processor until creamy. Pour the oil into the blender in a steady stream, until it forms a thick sauce. The mixture,
once blended, should be vibrant and yellow in colour. To vary the flavour, add a little mustard or some saffron. If you’d like your mayonnaise runnier, add a
couple of tablespoons of hot water. Again this can be made in advance and kept in the fridge.
You could cheat and use a commercial mayonnaise – just add the garlic and lemon juice. The home made is much nicer and you can have pride in having
made it yourself!
Battered Cheese For the batter
4oz/100g plain flour
1 medium egg
9fl oz/300ml skimmed milk
2 teaspoons dry English Mustard
1 teaspoon chopped thyme.
Method
Mix all the batter ingredients together to make a thick batter, slightly thicker than you would normally make. Leave to stand for 30mins.
Cheese
8oz/225gm Paneer, Halloumi or Firm Tofu
Herbs, Parsley. Mint. Tarragon – some of each or just one or two
2 Tablespoons Soy Sauce
A good pinch of salt and pepper
Method
If you are using Tofu, press hard by placing a saucepan of water on it to squeeze out the excess liquid for about 45mins.
Cut the cheese into ¾inch/20mm cubes. Place in a polythene bag with the herbs, Soy sauce etc. Seal the bag and shake about to marinate the cheese, leave
aside for at least 30mins for the flavours to seep into the cheese.
When the cheese is ready, heat up a saucepan with about 30mm oil until the oil is hot. There are comments here about ‘heat until a cube of bread browns in
30 seconds’, or some such. You know your capabilities. Using a skewer or cocktail stick, dip the cheese cubes into the batter and carefully place in the hot
oil. Turn over the cubes when one side is nice and golden. Remove from the oil and place on kitchen paper to drain, keep warm in a low grill or oven. Repeat
until all the cubes are done.
To Serve
Divide the battered Cheese between the plates, spoon on a good dollop of Aïoli and a small pile of Pickled cabbage
Eat and enjoy.
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J Edward Bradshawe
Atcomputers
Contact-man.com
9 Honey Hill, Gamlingay, Sandy.
Beds. SG19 3JU

D C FINNIGAN
Motor Engineering Specialists
Unit 1, Green End Industrial
Estate
Gamlingay
MOT
Testing
Station

Tel 01767 651 653

Your local MOT Test Centre for
Gamlingay
Servicing and repairs
for most makes of car
including Classic Cars
Telephone now for fast friendly
service
28
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Consultancy

Hardware supplies

Bespoke Software

E-Trading systems

Web / Cloud systems

Computer System
Design

The Online Contact Manager
Yourname.contact-man.com
All your contacts here
on line on all devices

Phone: +44(0)1767 650429

web: jedwardbradshawe.co.uk

Sotham Renewable Energy
Home End, Fulbourn, Cambs, CB21 5BS

Tel- 01223 881081
Email- info@sotham.co.uk

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE RENEWABLE HEAT INCENTIVE or RHI SCHEME?
It's a government backed scheme that pays you to produce
your own electricity, heating and hot water

If you change your expensive fossil fuel or Electic heating to
an approved Renewable source, YOU COULD BE PAID UP
TO £2,000 PER YEAR FOR THE NEXT 7 YEARS plus save
up to 40% on your current heating bills

Renewable Energy sources include Solar PV (Electricity), Solar Thermal (Hot Water), Air Source
Heat Pump's (Heating) and Biomass (Heating) - all of these quailfy for government payments
We also have a range of other exciting products to enhance the benefits of the above sources ask us about Tadpole's, Thermaskirt and Solar Cache
SOTHAM RENEWABLE ENERGY ARE FULLY MCS CERTIFIED TO DESIGN, SUPPLY AND
INSTALL RENEWABLE TECHNOLOGIES INTO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS. WE ARE LOCAL,
COMPETITIVE AND HAVE OVER 8 YRS EXPERIENCE

Come and visit our on site
demonstration trailer, have
a no obligation chat and
enjoy a cup of fresh
fairtrade tea or coffee

www.sotham-renewableenergy.co.uk
01223 881 081
info@sotham.co.uk
Sotham Renewable Energy is a trading name of Sotham Engineering Services Limited

The Gazette December 2016 29

Music Section
Sponsored by
The Village Show
Committee

Sofia and Military Wives
Now on to a great interview I had recently with an amazing lady. The amount this woman can fit into a day with two kids
astounds me. I’m talking about the lovely Sophia Kelly of Millbrook Meadows. Some might not know but other than being a
super mum (like myself) she also plays a key role in a beautiful choir called ‘Chicks and Hens’ in Chicksands and Henlow for
an amazing foundation which I’m sure you’ve heard of ‘The Military Wives’. Now back in August the ladies of this small choir
(23 ladies) were asked to take part in a new album called ‘Home for Christmas’ which is being released 25th November, all in
aid of the main foundation to raise money for all the remarkable charities it helps. The album consists of 12 seasonal songs
from ‘Silent night’ all the way to ‘Jingle Bells’. Now when you go and buy this album (which is on pre order on Amazon right
now) you’ll realise that some of these classics are not how you know them, the beautiful thing about this album is that it has
been changed to make those of us that don’t know, understand the lives these brave women lead.  
The ‘Chicks and Hens’ were apart of two of these beautiful songs, the first being the main single of the album ‘Home for
Christmas’ (released 2nd December) in which 1009 voices were all put together all different choirs from around the country.
And to think they were only given three weeks to do it. You’ll understand as soon as you hear it how incredible it really is.
The second being the second song on the play list ‘Away in a Far Land’ which only three small choirs equalling 30 women did
(in one week no less) I’m sure you will find it as striking as I did.
For those of you that want to go and see them live they are also touring up and down the country in our astonishing
cathedrals which starts 21st November, tickets can be bought through ticketmaster.co.uk  
And of course if you yourself have a military background and want to join a local choir meet new friends and form new
bonds there are lots all around the country.  
Now if anyone wants a bit of fun trying to guess what some of the original songs were email me at geepeers@hotmail.com
and I can see how many of you really know your hymns.
As always  
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Drum lessons

Professional musician and qualified
teacher with 8 years’ experience
Trinity and Guildhall
grading 1-8
All ages welcome

contact Jon Finnigan
01767 650080,
07841 713641

Nickelback
Now I know last issue I told you about all the things that are coming up and yes you will hear about the amazing things one of
our locals has been up to, but first I have to tell you about a little band I went to see last minute at the SSE Arena in Wembley.
Of course I’m talking about Nickelback (you’re so clever.) Now I can hear some of you say ‘ugh, why bother’ and others say ‘oh
awesome I bet they were good’, but you’re all wrong, they were out of this world! Those that are cynical, you need to buy an
album and for those that think they know how good they are, you need to buy an album. The songs that have been released
on the radio are just the start and to be fair just the rocky pop they do. Nickelback will really surprise those that just listen to
the heavier stuff and will even surprise those that don’t, how much you will love their heavier stuff. I mean what band could
get away with writing lyrics such as ‘cos you look so much cuter with something in your mouth.’ Now to be fair that is clearly
one of their more racier songs but again how can you not fall in love with ‘Burn it to the Ground’ these are both off ‘Dark
Horse’ which I beg you to go and buy, you won’t be disappointed. Now of course all of this is just the added extra of being
able to see Chad Kroeger in the flesh and for those two people that got put on stage to sing with them. I only hate you a little
bit. That’s a lie, I hate you a lot. So to round this fan girl moment up, go and buy an album, any album, if you hate it, get your
head checked. We have a great doctor’s surgery in the village.  

Favourite Christmas Hits
1 Slade
- Merry Christmas Everybody		
2 Wizard
- I Wish It Could Be Christmas Every Day
3 The Pogues & 						
Kirsty MacColl
- Fairytale of New York			
4 Band Aid
- Do They Know It’s Christmas		
5 Wham
- Last Christmas			

6 Mariah Carey - All I Want For Christmas is You
7 Mud 		
- Lonely This Christmas
8 Bing Crosby &
David Bowie - Little Drummer Boy
9 Boney M
- Mary’s Boy Child
10 The Waitresses - Christmas Wrapping

Gig Guide
10/12/16 – Wrong Jovi – Roundabout
Club Sandy – 8pm
Crown and Cushion - Every Thursday
Club 85 - Hitchin – Every Weekend

The Music Page is Written
and Organised by
Gee Peers and Nick Bruce

Esquires – Bedford – Every Weekend
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What’s on in December
Over 50’s walks
Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.
Phone Miriam on 01767 654891 or email her at miriamjones80@hotmail.com for further information.
December 14th
Total wellness workout
Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor work. £5 per class.
Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall.
Soup lunches
Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall.
Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights
Second Monday of the month, 8pm at The Cock, but to secure a table please come a little earlier.
£1 per head, raising money for Charity. New teams always welcome. Varied themes.
Beginners Breeze at 10.15am from the Hub, every first Thursday of the month
Contact gill.kitchener@btinternet.com, telephone 07842 135732
Gamlingay Community Centre Hub Community events. See Village information for all Library details
Monday
Housing, Police & Councillor
Surgery
Library open

First Monday of the Month, the Eco Hub
Toddlers’ story time and craft session

Library open

9.30am - 10.30am
9.15am - 10.00am
2.00pm - 8.00pm

Tuesday
Library open

Board games

10.00am - 12.00

Indoor Carpet bowls

Friendly group, just drop in and pay and play

1.30pm- 3.30pm

Parish Council

2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month Public Meetings

7.00pm

Gamlingay Players

Hayley Parker 652 992 Small friendly society who
produce plays and pantomime

8.00pm - 10.00pm

Wednesday
Toddler story time

11.30pm

Library open

Free, friendly computer training for beginners
Please contact the library to book

12.30pm - 3.15pm

Gamlingay Environmental Action
Group

(G E A G) - Monthly meeting on 3rd Wednesday 8:00pm
of the month.
Kier Suite, Eco Hub No Meeting in December

Thursday
Library open

4.00pm - 7.00pm

Youth Cafe and Club

Local children’s group - Cafe YR4+ Club YR8+

5-15pm - 9-00pm

Gamlingay Players

Small Friendly society who produce plays and
pantomimes

8-00pm - 10-00pm

Saturday
Library open
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9-30am - 12-30pm

What’s on in December
Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners
Association GAGA

Members Secretary Bob Gordon

01767--651913

e bob.gordon22@talktalk.net
Parish Council

For information contact the Clerk on 650 310

2nd and 4th Tuesday each month

7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub

2nd Tuesday each month

7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub

Hatley Parish Council

Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde 650 596 or email
hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info. Details on the website
www.hatley.info or noticeboards

THE GAZETTE: FOR ALL FUTURE
EDITIONS THE DEADLINES ARE
NOW THE 1st OF EVERY MONTH
Monday
Gamlingay History Society
Gamlingay Writers
1st Tuesday of the month

December 12th Christmas Party &Archive evening - Room 2 -7.30pm
- 01767-652899/651472
Please contact Rhoda Ludford for full details
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Guitar Club

Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call
Geoff Bruerton on 650748

Sandy and District Round Table

Contact Lee Packham-Brown

1st and 3rd Monday of each month

A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes

St Mary’s choir practice
Thursdays

6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers

Guild of St Mary’s

Church Hall 7:30pm, all ladies welcome

Gamlingay Archaeological Group
(GAMARCH)

Chris Tomsett - chaiman 01767 650009,
Julia Manley Julia.manley@anglia.ac.uk

First Thursday of the month

7:30pm at the WI Hall

Bellringers
Thursdays

7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay

Gamlingay Photographic Society

Gamlingay Community Choir

Fridays 8pm - 10-00pm Village College New Members welcome.
Phone: 651025 Email: nickbruce7@btinternet.com
website www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk
December 2nd Competition 3 Open Judge-Barrie Hatten
December 9th Laptops at Dawn Fun Competition
January 6th Competition 4 Open Judge-Daphne Hanson
January 13th Annual friendly V Melbourn PC Home Judge Chris
Taylor
First Wednesday of the month 8 - 9.30pm
Third Saturday of the month 10.15am - 12.15pm
In the Kingspan Hall, Eco Hub
Contact Jan Cooper 01767-650178
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Pre school groups and education
Mucky Pups

Montessori

Jeanette
652 047
Rafferty
Debbie Fowden 650 408
Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645
0771 4821
940

Rainbow Preschool
Sunshine Preschool

Julie Prior
Ann Wiseman

Everton Preschool

Julie

Carers Group

Sports

Bowls Club
Football Club
Youth Team
Junior Football
School
Tennis Club
Fitness Workshop
Breeze Ladies’
Cycling
Girls Football -MUGA
email-nantmarg@hot

Halls for hire

Natalie

652 157
07703
770 676
07814
815 491
691 477

Bridget Smith

650 510

Brian
Chair:
Brian
Culverhouse
Brian
Culverhouse
John Gray

651 020
651 020

Gill Kitchener
Nancy Kyle
mail.co/uk

651 020
654 165
651 785
650 035
651785

St Mary’s Church Hall

Lindy Gorton

650 581

WI Hall
Social Club
Methodist Chapel
Hatley St George
Village Hall

Parish Council
Martin Hull
Parish Council
Weightmans

650 310
650418
650 310
651322

Shelley
Aitchison

651226

Ecohub Manager

Churches

Baptist Church
St Mary The Virgin,
Church Warden

2nd Gamlingay
Guides
1st Gamlingay
Brownies
1st Gamlingay
Rainbows
Tinuwen Rangers
Gamlingay Cubs
Gamlingay Gransden
Cubs
Gamlingay Scouts
Thursday

Benita Scott

650 547

Jane Brown

652 997

Helen Brown

449 043

Irene Gray
Steve Palmer
Barry Jefferd

651 212
651 532
261 000

Will Colebrook

07527
717463

Pathfinder Scouts
Chris Elwood
Friday
Explorers
Phil Wood
All meet at the Scout Hut

07879
698477
01480
830 866

Mini Club

Lucy Rands

651 120
651 119
07929
453235

Kay Palmer

651 532

Youth Club
Youth Cafe
Gamlingay Young
Lacemakers

Carol Wright or
Chris Robins

Hobbies leisure and interests
Gamlingay Players
Bell Ringers
Gardening Club

Hayley Parker
John Boocock
Lindy Gorton

History Society
Peter Wright
e gamlingayhistory@g mail.com

Linda Fraser
Chris Miller
Jan Cooper
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677 710
650779
650178
650 208
650 360
650 208
650 360

652 992
650 736
650 581
652899

Over 50’s walks
meet at Ecohub
Booklinks
Friends of St Mary’s
Ladybird Club
St. Neots Model
Railway club

Miriam and Phil 654 891
Titchner
Kate Laugharne
Philip Gorton
650 581
Mrs C Watson
650 707
John Kneeshaw
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

East Beds Model
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Painting for Pleasure
Photographic Society

Schools
First School
Village College
First School
Via school
Association
office
Village College Friends Village College
Association
34

Youth groups

Roy Turner
Jackie Bruce,
Secretary
Royal British Legion
Sebastian
Kindersley
Jackie Hough
Gamlingay Writers
Rhoda Ludford
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

650426
651 025

Village Show
WI
Guild of St Mary’s
Music Club
Gamlingay Lacecaps

650 178
651 932
650 988
650 748
01480
385 351

Jan Cooper
Anne Clarke
Liz Huckle
Geoff Bruerton
Pat Brunsdon

651 982
651 070

Sir John Jacob’s
Almshouses Trustees: Jackie Hough
Sebastian Kindersley
Lawrie Edwards Major
John McCall
Sandy and District
Lee Packham
Round Table
Brown
Gamlingay
John Mercer
Environmental Action
Group (GEAG)
contact@geag.
CFRS community
champion

Medical Centre
651 070
651 982
311 418
650 039
07860
246810
org.uk

audreywilliams@lineone.
net

Gamarch (Gamlingay Chris Tomsett
650 009
Archaeological
Julia Manley (secretary)
Group)
GamlingayCommunity Jan Cooper 01767-650178
Choir

Cambridge county council
Adult Health and Social Service
General Enquiries			
0345 045 5201
Adult Social Care			
0345 045 5202
Children’s Services			
0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking
0345 045 5204
Occupational Health			
0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/
Sensory Services			
0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries			
0345 045 5200
Switchboard				0345 045 5222
Trading Standards			
0845 4040506
Waste Management			
0345 045 5207
Education Transport			
0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support		
0345 045 5211
Streetscene
(highways, transport and streets)
0345 045 5212
Library Services
(includes automatic renewals)		
0345 045 5225
Citizenship				0345 045 5155
Family Information Service		
0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Library Opening hours

Appointments:
Emergencies:

651 544
651 546

District nurses

0845
602 4064

Cambridge Hearing
help
Age Concern

01233
416141
01354
696650

Car Care Scheme

Alison Baker

Police, ambulance, fire
Non-emergency Fire

07519
493701
999
01223
376 217
101

Non-emergency
Police
Community Police
PC John Coppard 101
email john.coppard@ cambs.pnn.police.
uk
Parish council
Clerks,
650 310
Kirstin Rayner
Leanne Bacon
at ecohub
Web page
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Library

clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Jackie McGeady
Sarah Groom
Kate Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay

Chair:
Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk:
Kim Wilde

650 596

hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman:

Margot Eagle

Politics
MP

Heidi Allen

01954
211444

Sebastian
Kindersley
Sebastian
Kindersley
Bridget Smith

651 982

County Councillor
District Councillors

South
8am - 8pm
Cambridgeshire
Mon - Sat
District Council
Gamlingay Residents’ Julie Newman
Association

Monday

9.15am-10.30am.
2.00pm - 8.00pm

Toddlers’ story time
and craft session
9.15am - 10.00am

Tuesday

9.15am - 12.15pm

Board games
10.00am - 12.00

Wednesday

12.30pm - 3.15pm

Thursday

4.00pm – 7.00pm

Free computer
training (please book) Faulty street lamps

Saturday

9.30am - 12.30pm

651 982
650 510
0345
0450 500
650685

0800
7838 247
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Roofing Specialist

Karen Moss
Karen
Moss
SomeBSc
Saturday
Appointments
(Chiro)
MMCA
Karen
Moss
01480
473892
BSc (Chiro)
MMCA
Karen
Moss
01480
473892
BSc (Chiro)Moss
MMCA
Karen
01480
473892

Your local traditional
Roofer

Free quotations and advice
CHIROPR ACTOR

All roofing works undertaken:
McTimoney

tiling- slating- felt flat roofs- repairschimney
re-points- insulation- facias/guttersFor Back, Neck and Shoulder
moss
removal- new roofs- lead work.
Pain
and Stiffness

General ChiropracticBSc
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Reg No.
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Member of McTimoney Chiropractic Association
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