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Gamlingay Cinques and Gamlingay Great Heath
Newcomers to Gamlingay may be intrigued to discover that we have a tiny fragment ( less than 4ha) of an ancient
heath system – The Great Gamlingay Heath- remaining at the Cinques. Originally, this extensive heath stretched
from Gamlingay to Sandy Warren, encompassing most of the land between Potton and Everton, which had the
relevant parts of the heaths named after their villages. The Great Heath probably covered at least 2000 ha (about
5000 acres) and ecologically has now virtually disappeared. Only fragmented records of it seem to exist.
The Cinques comprises dry acid grassland growing on sandy soils. This is a scarce habitat in Cambridgeshire but is
commoner over the border in Bedfordshire, where the best
examples are found at the RSPB reserve at Sandy Warren.
’Cinques’ is an old word for ‘Sinks’ and refers to an area of
soft or marshy ground.
Most of the site is covered with grasses and is fringed with
other typical acid loving species such as gorse and broom and
,
historically, some heather. These species have in part recolonized after a period when some of the land was cultivated
for potatoes! A small area of the site is lower than the rest
and was formerly a small sand pit or quarry. It holds some
interesting wetland loving plants and is the only recorded site
in Cambridgeshire for Trailing St John’s Wort. When I lived at
the Cinques in the mid 1970s one of my volunteer tasks each
year was to dig and rake the ground around the small pond in
the sand pit to keep it open for the benefit of some of the indigenous pond weeds. At that time there were some
10/12 pairs of breeding linnets in a loose colony amongst the surrounding gorse banks. There were some relic
clumps of heather.
Over the last 15 years the site has been mown and more recently seasonally grazed by small numbers of cattle
or sheep, to help curtail further encroachment by gorse and scrub, this is in order to increase the areas of grassy
heath. The area of the former sand quarry has had the top soil scraped and rank growths mechanically removed
to increase plant diversity. This has been organised by The County Wildlife Trust.
Subsequent to its enclosure in the 1800s the ‘wilderness’ aspect of the Great Heath gradually disappeared as the
land was agriculturally improved, drained, ploughed with some areas planted with trees. The extensive landscapes
of grassy heaths and scrub with their dry and wet areas of uncultivated land were quickly lost. Slender St John’s
Wort was once common over the Great Heath but now it’s only Cambridgeshire site is at The Cinques. The wetter
parts of the heath used to hold breeding Natter jack toads. Nowadays they breed at some specially managed small
ponds amongst the heath at The RSPB Lodge Reserve. They were re-introduced there early in the 1980s.
In the early 1800s it is reported that parties of visiting scholars and undergraduates from Cambridge, including,
one Charles Darwin, used to visit The Great Heath to botanise and collect specimens. They would have heard and
seen the natter jacks but it is believed that they were mainly interested in collecting the fossils which were found
on the Heath. There were still a lot of scrubby and weedy places left on the Heath in the early 1900s and the
breeding and wintering finch populations must have been very high. So much so that finch trapping and catching
was rife amongst the local people- in order to supply the London markets. There are several records in the RSPB
literature of that time documenting the visits by its inspectors, sent up to Gamlingay Heath by train from its HQ in
London, to apprehend the miscreants. Several successful prosecutions were secured and the surnames of some of
the guilty still live on in the local communities!					
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Fiddle Daemons
Violin, Viola and Cello
Repair and Restoration

Providing a professional
service for musicians, with
first class repairs, set up
and restoration of violins,
violas and cellos.
We can supply a range of
ready to play instruments
for sale or hire, suitable for
all abilities from Beginner
to Professional.
Free health check for your
instrument.
Guilden Morden and Sandy
07814970635
01763852377

THE SHIATSU CLINIC
For relief from …
Backache
Stress
PMT and many more

Caroline Betts MRSS

Member of the Register of the Shiatsu Society

01767 650485

L

Fabricators of Marble,
Granite, Yorkstone, Slate,
Limestone and all makes of
Quartz surfaces
Kitchen worktops, Bathroom
Vanity tops, Fire hearths,
Memorials
re-lettered and restored
Showroom: 83 High Street
Biggleswade SG18 0LA

Qstoneworks.co.uk
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Chair: Nick Bruce
t: 651025
Chief Distribution Team: Jim and
Barbara Manning,
Julie Newman: Distribution Manager
t: 650685
Village web pages: Ted Bradshaw
and Roderick Starksfield
Photographer: Ed Newman
Hatley contact: Philippa Pearson
e: hatleychurch@gmail.com

Your letters and items for articles
can be dropped off at 82 Church
Street, Gamlingay or emailed to Nick
Bruce. We do not accept anonymous
contributions.
Every care is taken to ensure the
accuracy of the items included
but the views expressed do not
necessarily express the views of the
Commitee.

To view The Gazette online, please go to gamlingay.org on village website

Copy Deadline

March deadline is 1st February
April deadline is 1st March

Below is a list of what we need urgently.

Tel: Liz 01767 650 472
or 07986 543 121

01767 314180

Editors: Nick Bruce and Tom Newman
t: 651025 e: nb777@btinternet.com

Due to changes concerning data
protection, The Gazette is very
cautious about reproducing pictures
of children. Every effort is made not
to single out individuals, and parental
permission is sought before using
any item to highlight an individual
child.

Due to the 4 supermarket collections and donations that
have been very generous over the last few weeks,
We currently need NON FOOD items.

CHILTERN

L

Gazette

Food Bank ‘Update’

Try Shiatsu massage

School of Motoring
Female Driving Instructor
DSA approved
Block booking discounts

The

Ladies and Men’s toiletries
Men’s disposable razors
Shaving gel
Deodorants
Ladies sanitary items
Shampoo
Shower gel
Soap
Washing up liquid
Long life bags
Copier paper
Pens
Pads
*As always, donations of cash are also needed
for special dietary needs especially for babies
and nappies.*

HELP IS AVAILABLE
contact Gerry Brunt in strtict confidence
07752428191
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Drum lessons

Professional musician and
qualified teacher with 8 years’
experience
Trinity and Guildhall
grading 1-8
All ages welcome

contact Jon Finnigan
01767 650080,
07841 713641

SOLE PRACTICE
REFLEXOLOGY CLINIC
(Established 2002)

CARLA ROBINSON MAR.VRT. REIKI
Treatments offered at my clinic

REFLEXOLOGY
VERTICAL REFLEXOLOGY
REIKI
HEAD & SHOULDER MASSAGE
Holistic therapies to improve many conditions and
bring a sense of Relaxation and Well-being
13 years of professional accredited CPD advanced
training and experience
Gift vouchers available
_

Tel: 01767-651634/0777-201-2928
email: carlafeet@gmail.com
Or visit my website www.solepractice.co.uk

The Gazette February 2016

3

Mention must be made of the coprolite industry in the
late 1800s to early 1900s. 90 million years ago Gamlingay
was something of a seaside resort! The surrounding seas
were inhabited by a large variety of fish, crustaceans
and dinosaurs whose remains – including their faeces
- became fossilised. These coprolite fossils comprised
mainly calcium phosphate, which was turned into
fertiliser when ground up. The veins or seams of fossils
were mostly found at the interface between the sandstone
and the underlying Gault clay. Gangs of workers mined
these seams mostly towards the Potton and Sandy areas
of the Great Heath. The industry ceased with the advent of
cheaper imports from the USA and also the manufacture
of chemical fertilisers. To this day one can still wander
over any disturbed ground on The Great Heath and have a
reasonable chance of finding a fossil- just as Darwin once
did. Note: Gamlingay Meadows (1ha), about a mile away
along the Heath Road) is another small remnant of the
Gamlingay Great Heath. The sand here is very thin and the
site can be boggy as the underlying clay is near the surface
and drainage is impeded. This site is also managed by the
County Wildlife Trust.
Features of Gamlingay Cinques:

3.4ha (8.4ac) -Registered Village Green
Owned by Gamlingay Parish Council

Managed by Beds, Cambs, Northants and Peterborough
Wildlife Trust.
County Wildlife Site Public Car Park
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Typical Plants:

Dry Heath- Sheep’s Sorrel, Gorse, Broom, Harebells,
Slender St John’s Wort (now at its only Cambridgeshire
site), Devil’s bit Scabious, Sheep’s Fescue, and Brambles.

Wet Heath- Soft Rush, Lesser Spearwort, Trailing St John’s
Wort (now at its only recorded Cambridgeshire site),
Bird’s foot, Oval Sedge
What to look out for:

Feeding green woodpeckers, breeding linnets, crickets,
grasshoppers
By Gareth Thomas

FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S CHURCH, GAMLINGAY
present

THE ENSEMBLE OF FRIENDS
(A Capella Choir directed by Douglas Coombes)
and

DOUBLE TAKE
(Barbershop Quartet)
in

A FEAST OF CHORAL MUSIC
(including Ballads, Folk Songs, Part Songs and Spirituals)
in

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN CHURCH GAMLINGAY
on
SAT. 27th FEBRUARY

-

7.30pm start

Refreshments in the interval
TICKETS - £7 (child £3.50)
available from
Sue Thorne – 651668

Philip Gorton – 650581

Woodview Farmshop

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
from The Friends of St Mary’s Church, Gamlingay
GOLF   We are organising a fun day at Bourn Golf Club on Monday 25th April.  
BARN DANCE AND HOG ROAST Following on from last year’s success we are holding a Barn Dance at Castle
Farm, Gamlingay on Saturday 25th June, with the Hog Roast being kindly supplied by Woodview Farm Shop.
PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF THESE DATES IN YOUR DIARY
FULL DETAILS WILL APPEAR IN SUBSEQUENT ISSUES OF THE GAZETTE.
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News from the churches
Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin
Gamlingay with Hatley and Everton cum Tetworth

Rector: Revd Steven Rothwell
The Rectory, Stocks Lane, Gamlingay - 650568
Key E -Everton G -Gamlingay

Reader: Chris Miller
11 Bunyan Close, Gamlingay - 650779

H-Hatley St George

Services - February 2016
7th

8am
10am

H
G

4pm

Holy Communion
First Sunday Service and Baptisms
(Sparks children’s group at 9.30am)
Evening Service with prayers for healing

14th

9.30am
11am
11am

Parish Eucharist for Valentine’s Day
Word & Worship
Holy Communion

G
E
H

21st

9.30am
11am

Parish Eucharist inc prayers for healing
Parish Eucharist

G
E

28th

8am
9.30am
11am
6pm

Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Evening Service with prayers for healing

H
G
E
H

G = Gamlingay, H = Hatley St George, E = Everton

E

Dear Readers,
We could be forgiven for thinking that the world is inextricably divided and always was and always will be. The news of wars
and conflicts, of relationships between nations, and also within nation, breaking down and leading to fear and terror.
Will reconciliation ever be viable in some of the most war-torn places?
St Paul wrote that the desire for reconciliation comes from God not from people - it is God’s desire to get right up alongside,
indeed even inside us. To touch our very hearts and souls, the deepest parts of our being.
How does this change our perception of God? It’s not us striving to draw close to God but God who is trying to get to us! And
what stops God? What Paul calls our sinful rebelliousness. The things that get in the way are those things mentioned above:
divisions and hatred. It is a firm Biblical principle that the division is a corruption of how the Kingdom of God should operate.
The longer the human race insists on dividing itself then the harder it gets to establish God’s Kingdom. Shamefully, the church
is not exempt from this divisive behaviour.
As we move towards the season of Lent – traditionally a time for repentance and self-examination - we might consider not
only where we as individuals wish to seek reconciliation and healing, but also what it is about our community, our society, our
whole world that blocks the love of God from flourishing. I like the phrase of thinking globally and acting locally. Locally can
mean our own hearts and globally can mean as wide as we can possibly stretch our imaginations.
The church offers a practical step towards reconciliation through healing services, something that the churches in this Benefice
have been offering for a year now. This month we offer 3 separate occasions for healing prayers (see the table of services); it
is a chance for anyone to engage in a time of reflection on those parts of our lives that need healing most. The 2 services at
Everton and Hatley will use quietness and meditation and the morning service at Gamlingay will take place within the context
of communion. In all cases we will ask for God’s healing presence to guide us.
Guilt and division have been characteristics of human communities for as long as there have been human communities;
reconciliation therefore has been crucial to our relationships. Lent is a time for recognising where we need to be reconciled
because that’s what God calls us to do.
Revd Steven Rothwell
6
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News from the churhes
Gamlingay Baptist Church

Stocks Lane, Gamlingay 				

www. gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Secretary: Mrs Linda Fraser
01767 677710

Dear Readers
This year, being a Leap Year,
we have an extra day in
February - Monday 29th.
This is added every four
years so that our calendars,
which we can change, keep
in step with the movement
of the earth round the sun,
which we can’t change. If we
didn’t do this we would lose about 6 hours every year, or
24 days every century, and our seasons and our calendars
would get more and more out of step. Indeed, there is
much in our universe which we can’t change. This is true
of the laws of physics, which fact alone makes possible
scientific research and the technological advances which
we enjoy and which are based on that research.
Can you imagine the chaos which would result if men
could change these laws at will? But fortunately our God
is a God of unchanging order.The Psalmist wrote “The law
of the LORD is perfect...the testimony of the LORD is sure”.
Surely, then, we should engage with this God and learn of
his ways.
And this doesn’t require a great deal of clever research
on our part. Our God has made the acquisition of this
knowledge very easy for each one of us. He has revealed
himself to us through his written word, the Bible, and
through the life and teaching of his Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ.
So why not do some basic research of your own in this
vitally important field of human knowledge - after all, you
have an extra day this month!
With best wishes

DIARY FOR
FEBRUARY 2016

Church Services
Worship every Sunday Morning
10.45am (with J.A.M for children)
Communion is always
celebrated on
the first Sunday of each month
Family Service Sunday 28th
February 2016 10.45am
Weekday Meetings
Tuesday 7.30pm
and as advertised
For Children
J.A.M. Every Sunday 10.45am
(Apart from Family Service)
“Messy Church”
Saturday 27th February 2-4pm
Women’s Prayer Breakfast
Saturday 20th February 2016 at
8.00am
a time to share, pray and eat
together.
Craft Group-spend time together
working at different crafts
Thursday 4th February 2016
10am
Coffee Morning
In aid of Gamlingay BC and 2016
Charities

Thursday 18th February
10.am-11.30am
why not join us for tea/
coffee and a cake?

Roy Gibbons
The Gazette February 2016
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Councillors’ column
District and County Council Issues
District Council issues by Sebastian Kindersley and Bridget Smith
County Council issues by Sebastian Kindersley

Councillors Report – South
Cambridgeshire District Council
& Cambridgeshire County
Council – January 2016
Your Councillors are always ready
to help. If you have any questions
about these - or indeed any other
- matters, please do not hesitate
to contact County Councillor
Sebastian Kindersley on 01767
651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn,
East Hatley, SG19 3JA. District
Councillor Bridget Smith is on
01767 650510 or bridget@glockling.
com You can also follow your
councillors on Twitter: @Cllrbridget
@Seb4SouthCambs
Drove Road
We are sure everyone would want to
extend their deepest sympathies to
the friends and family of the cyclist
killed in the accident on Drove Road
at the beginning of December – a
terrible thing to happen. Needless
to say those living in and around
the area – and who know it well –
are concerned to ensure this never
happens again. We have had initial
feedback from Highways and the
Police who tell us the circumstances
of the incident were such that there
were no issues associated with
the road, highway or environment
flagged as part of the police
investigation or following the visit
on site by Highways. Be that as it
may we have already started taking
soundings about a reduction in the
speed limit here and have invited
the Chairman of the relevant County
Committee to meet with residents
to listen to their concerns. An e-mail
group has been set up – if you’d like
to join please let us know.
Council Budgets
The Government released the
final local Government Funding
information just before Christmas
8
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and there’s good news and bad.
For South Cambridgeshire District
Council the Council will need to find
an additional £0.4m of savings p.a.,
above the £1.4m already targeted
(on a net budget of £16.4m). It
could do this by reallocating
resources from New Homes Bonus
away from infrastructure funding or
by increasing council tax by the full
£5, or a combination of measures.
This is a slightly worse position than
anticipated in terms of the savings
required, but a significantly better
position in relation to New Homes
Bonus figures which imply an
increase for next year from £4.1m to
£5.1m with this then falling back to
£3.3m p.a. as the savings required
for the funding of the Better Care
Fund are implemented.
South Cambs will be subject to a
£5 council tax increase referendum
trigger rather than the default 2%
limit. This is equivalent to a 4% limit
in 2016/17. This is an additional
flexibility we’ve been calling for
on the basis SCDC is a low tax/
low spending authority (SCDC
is in the lowest 15 in England).
Government have assumed the
Council will implement this increase
in its spending power assumptions
so, in summary, will quote South
Cambs as having a 4% increase in
spending power for 2016/17.
Turning to the County Council’s
Budget we had assumed a bleak
settlement with savings of £41
million which we have written about
previously. However, consultation
has proposed changes to elements
of the methodology which we could
not have foreseen. Whilst Council
officers are still validating the
calculations it appears that we are
likely to lose an additional £5m over
and above the reductions we had
provided for within the draft Budget.
Obviously this is disappointing news
as it does reduce any flexibility

that we may have had. Cuts are
therefore required not of £41 million
but £46m.
This news puts even greater
pressure on councillors as they
reach their final decisions in
January and February on tax
levels, spending reductions and
service cuts. The Council can
increase tax by up to 2% without
a referendum; the Chancellor said
that an extra 2% increase would
be permitted provided it is spent
on social care. Even with that extra
£4.8 million, Cambs CC will have
to make massive savings, with staff
losses and service closures e.g.
libraries, youth clubs, Children’s
Centres. This is not just happening
to Cambridgeshire but right across
local government. While boasting
about what he has protected,
the Chancellor has slashed local
government (probably by 79% over
the decade 2010-2020). Given
that local councils have to support
the youngest, the oldest and the
most vulnerable in our society,
his decisions have been widely
condemned for transferring to local
councillors the blame for the harmful
effects on people of his cuts.
What does this mean in real terms?
2016 is likely to be a difficult year.
Frail elderly people will be given
incontinence pads instead of home
visits to help them get to the toilet.
More people in housing difficulty will
not have their needs addressed.
Citizens Advice Bureaux will be
stretched. People who are poor will
notice the most difference in their
lives, while people who are better
off will find multiplying pot holes
outside their properties. Planning
applications won’t get the attention
they need. School transport where
not absolutely legally required
will be prepared for the chop, as
will subsidised buses. Broken
pavements will not be repaired even
if people fall and hurt themselves,

Councillors’ column
District and County Council Issues

and more drains will overflow.
Fewer roads will be gritted in icy
weather and street lights will be
switched off – the list goes on….
We councillors have witnessed a
steady exodus of officers who have
lost their jobs, taken retirement, or
decided to look for more secure and
less tortured work elsewhere – who
can blame them? Nonetheless we
do - as elected servants of you,
the People - remain committed
to fighting for services and our
communities whatever Mr Osborne
may get up to…. If you have
concerns, suggestions or comments
then please do continue to get in
touch.
Housing & Clause 24
Regular readers will be aware that
there are huge numbers of families
awaiting affordable housing through
the Council – which is why we have
argued for so long in favour of
40% affordable housing quotas in
every new development. In addition
to the Council’s waiting list large
numbers of people rent privately.
A very significant proportion of
this accommodation is owned and
maintained by private landlords with
buy-to-let mortgages. Clause 24
of the recent Housing Bill will force
housing landlords to pay tax on
funds allocated towards mortgage
interest payments.
The upshot of this is that for a
large majority of landlords they
no longer have a viable business.
They will deal with this in two ways.
Firstly by offloading their buy-to-let
property – and to make the property
more saleable they need vacant
possession – so tenants are being
given notice. Secondly they can
substantially increase rents to make
up the difference (which is in the
region of 18%). Poorer tenants are
therefore very vulnerable because
the £26,000/pa cap on benefits is

being reduced to £20,000/pa - plus
working age benefits meanwhile
are to be frozen for four years
– including tax credits and local
housing allowance. Where do those
evicted or penniless tenants turn to?
The local Authority Housing lists….
Currently South Cambs is only able
to rehouse those with an A Banding
(actually homeless or in immediate
danger of becoming homeless)…..
Phase 2 of the Eco Hub and the
Plaza Opening
It was such a privilege for Sebastian
to be one of the two guests of
honour cutting the ribbon at the
official opening of the Kier Suite
and the Plaza in his capacity as
Chairman of Cambridgeshire
County Council. The two projects
formed phase two of the Eco Hub
project and were funded entirely by
Kier Living who have built the new
housing on Station Rd. Ian Mitchell,
Director of Kier Living, shared
the ribbon cutting and was highly
complimentary about Gamlingay
Parish Council and all the village
organisations and volunteers
with whom Kier Living have been
involved.
The Kier Suite is a very smart
extension which will add great
to the facilities available in the
Eco Hub. The Plaza is a unique
recreation area aimed largely but
not exclusively at young people and
consists of a performance platform,
a table tennis table, net ball net,
kick about wall and skate street
complete with grind bars. There is
also a range of seating and wild
flower planted mounds. Please
come along and have a look if you
haven’t already.
Green End Development
The planning application for a large
scale development of housing on
the industrial site at Green End is

likely to come before the planning
committee at South Cambs on
3rd February. If you would like
to share your views either in
writing or in person you need to
send a letter before that date or
register in advance to speak to the
planning committee. Keep an eye
on the parish council website for
confirmation of the date.
South Cambs Planning Service
South Cambs is still struggling to
manage its planning service in any
coherent or timely manner. There
are about double the number of
active applications in the pipeline
than we would wish and far too
many applications are not being
decided in the desired timescale.
This is partly due to problems in
recruiting planning officers so if you
are a planning professional then
please do consider applying for a
job with us. We are not alone in
having problems and so are now
talking to the City Council and
Huntingdon about merging our
planning services though whether
putting 3 small struggling services
together creates one big successful
device is anyone’s bet.
Robinson Court
Bridget witnessed Robinson
Court being illegally accessed by
youngsters before Christmas and
having ascertained that they were
taking drugs and potentially setting
fires the police were summoned.
They were not able to attend until
the culprits had moved on but
having made a huge fuss with
the council about the risk to the
remaining residents the doorways
to the parts that are not occupied
have now been sealed. Still no news
about the long term plans. It is now
nearly a year since we and
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continued from page 7

residents were shown a plan for
the site’s development and despite
more emails and phone calls than
we care to recall we are none the
wiser about what is to happen.
Health Visitor Provision.
The latest reorganisation of
Children’s Centre and community
health services now means that the
Health Visitors serving Gamlingay
will come from St Neots which is in
Huntingdonshire. All other villages
in our Children’s Centre catchment
area will be served by visitors from
Cambourne which is the Children’s
Centre Hub. But ours will have no
natural connection either with our
surgery or our Children’s Centre
which is in Bassingbourn. WHY?
To make matters worse we will no
longer have a baby weighing clinic.
Parents will have to go to Potton or
St Neots which is great if you have
car, less so if you don’t. Sebastian
has asked the relevant Public
Health officer to come and explain
the situation to the Parish Council
and the public – so keep an eye on
the website.
Got a problem? Issue?
Something you’d like to discuss?
Your Councillors are here to help
you. Please do feel free to contact
us with comments, questions,
problems or complaints. We hope
we can help but if we can’t we are
likely to know someone who can!

Gamlingay & District
Gardening Club
Wed 3 Feb          Andrew Sankey               
Pot Luck
Wed 2 Mar          Michael Perry
(Thompson & Morgan)     New,
Different and Unusual Plants
PLEASE NOTE :Commencing with our
March meeting we will be meeting in
Kier Suite at The Eco-Hub.
Visitor are always welcome – entry
charge £2.50

10
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Does your child
enjoy music?
Would you like to learn some new songs, meet other parents, encourage your
child’s development and have fun all at the same time?

Come and join us at

SingSong
Music and Movement

Where and When?
Wednesdays during term time, 9.30am
In the upstairs room at Potton Community Centre.
What do we do?

we have a lot of fun singing songs and nursery rhymes with instruments,
actions, props, and much more - this is learning through play at its best!
Suitable for all from 4 months to 4+ years.
Only £3.50 per session (payable in half-termly blocks).

Contact Jane on 654 199 or text 07768114955 to book
your free
taster session and mention this Advert.
Starts back Wednesday 10th February.

Belly Dancing for Beginners – Gamlingay Eco Hub by Lis Riley
Belly dance is fabulous and exciting: an ancient art form with a rich and colourful history. And there’s
a class coming to Gamlingay soon. It’s suitable for all ages and abilities – and all shapes and sizes.
I currently attend a class on Thursday evenings in Broom (there’s also one on a Friday evening in
Biggleswade) and have been improving for over 10 years.
It’s very sociable and I’ve learned technique and choreography and really felt the benefit with posture,
flexibility and general health – while having fun. You also get to wear great outfits and lots of sparkly
stuff. For those brave enough, we get invited to dance at village shows or do demonstrations – it’s not
obligatory though! We have put on a display at the Gamlingay Village Show in the past.
My dance teacher is Bev and she has been teaching dance for over 15 years and spent many years
dancing at The Zeus in Baldock and various other restaurants and venues. Bev is especially interested
in teaching adults with learning disabilities, mental health groups and older adults. She holds DBS
disclosure. Qualified as a JWAAD teacher, Bev attends workshops on a regular basis and has taken
lessons in the UK, Egypt and Turkey to develop professionally.
If you are interested in joining this fun class in Gamlingay you can try, for £15, a three week taster
from Monday 1 February. Class lasts an hour and will be at 7.30pm in the Ecohub. Please contact Bev
Sabbatella on 07800 745052 or by email via the website at www.bevbellydancer.com.

Where are they now?
This photo of a charity football team in the 1970s has caused a stir as some of the faces were a bit conscious of their
knobbly knees.
We now have all the names and some are still living in the same area, but some have gone to pastures new. Mick Atkinson
I’m told moved to Canada while others only moved a few miles away.
One of the organisers, Bob Titmus who in his working days was a car
salesman extraordinaire along with Barry Humphries, Chris Dennis,
John Brookman and Kevin Cole were all still at school when this photo
was taken, but now are in their mid 50s.
Bob is now retired and when interviewed listed his hobbies as snoozing
in the afternoon, dog walking and eating Chinese Takeaways.
If you are in this photo please get in contact and let us know what you
are doing now and send a photo of you as you are today.
Contact Nick Bruce on 01767-651025 or email nb777@btinternet.com
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Saturday, 6th February. Hatley Quiz Night, a pub-style quiz for all
the family. Teams of six (don’t worry if there are less than six of you
– we’ll find some clever people to join you). Bring your own drinks
and, if you want to, a plate of food to share. Prize for the winning
team. Raffle. At Hatley Village Hall – doors open at 7.00 pm for 7.30
pm start. Tickets: £6.00 each, under 18s free. Tickets from Hatley PO
in Hatley St George (01767 65 09 71) or Peter Mann in East Hatley
(01767 65 11 15).

THE GUILD OF ST MARY

Monday 15th February
7:30pm at the Church Hall
‘Myeloma UK’ - come and hear
how our support of this charity in
2015 will make a difference
All ladies welcome.

The Cock Inn Quiz Night
I am pleased to report that thanks to the generosity of the winning team (Lukaku and co) who donated
their prize money and to the assembled participants who also dug deep, £75 was raised for the Text
Santa appeal. This was matched by the Pub to make a total of £150 which has been duly forwarded.

Annual Exhibition
10.00am - 5.00pm

16+ Layouts plus full trade and
society support
Wheelchair access to all areas
except raised stage in main hall
Free parking
Light refreshments available all
day
Adults £5, Children £3, Seniors
£4,Family (2+2) £13
For more information contact:

John Wakeman on 01767-315783
or Dick Sulch on 01626-864942
or see our website at www.ebmrs.org.uk
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W I Meetings
February 16th
March 15th

Speaker Geoff Lambert Medical Detection Dogs
Annual A G M with the Sandy Ukulele Group

T 0 1767 262 300
M 07828 297078

Do you want to lose weight?
If you do, Cambridge Weight Plan could be the answer. Cambridge Weight Plan is all about
choices, made by you to benefit you. There is a plan to suit your life - helping you achieve
the best results at the rate you want.
So why not make a positive decision to change
your life for the better, and contact me today.
Lynne Stukins
M - 07890068644 Gamlingay 01767-448552
E - lynnestukins.cwp@gmail.com
W - cambridgeweightplan.com/LynneS

• Boiler replacements
• Breakdowns
• New System Installs
• System Upgrades
• Energy Efficient Boiler Installs
• LPG Boiler installations & servicing
• Vented & Unvented cylinder installs
• Radiator, Cylinder
and Megaflo installs
• Underfloor heating
• Powerflushing
• Free Quotations
• Servicing

££

FINANCE OPTIONS
now available !

228628

££

David Dennis, Eden Heating, 5a King Street
Potton, Bedfordshire SG19 2QT

WWW.EDENHEATING.CO.UK

EDEN_A5_Quarter_page_adv.indd 1

07/05/2014 15:44
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By Ken Abbott and Julia Manley
Test Pits in Gamlingay
Would you like to find out whether there are more than
just plants and shrubs in your garden? GamArch want
to find out more about the archaeology of Gamlingay
and so are looking for people willing to have a test
pit dug in their garden. This involves measuring out
an area 1 metre square, removing the turf and then
digging down in stages until you reach what is known
as ‘the natural’. The soil that comes out of the pit
is put on a plastic sheet for sieving (to check for
small finds that were missed) so that it can easily be
used to backfill the pit once the digging has finished
(without leaving a mess all over your lawn) and the
turf replaced. This is all done over a few hours on one
day. Typically we would do this between Spring and
Autumn and usually at a weekend.
If you would like to volunteer your garden you are
also welcome to get involved in the process, as are
your family and friends. Please email kenjabbott@
googlemail.com if you are interested or if you have
questions about the process.
The picture shows a test pit in Hatley in September
2015. Go to www.gamarch.co.uk and find ‘HATLEY
TEST PITS SEPT 2015’ under ‘PROJECTS’ for more
photos and description of the test pit activities.
Our next meeting is on Thursday 4th February 2016
at 7.30pm at the WI Hall, Waresley Road. Please
come if you are interested in any part of our activities.
Contact Julia at Julia.Manley@anglia.ac.uk for more
information or go to www.gamarch.co.uk
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Picture
Puzzler
The new Picture Puzzler for
2016 goes into its second round
with this photo of a roofer
stripping down a cottage roof,
but where?
This year’s Puzzlers as last year
will be both old pictures and
pictures taken from odd angles.
To enter please send your
answers by email to nb777@
btinternet.com or phone Nick on
01767-651025 or post or drop in
at 82 Church Street, Gamlingay.
So good luck.

Extreme
Gazette
Reading

The Cock Inn Public House in Church Street has its Wednesday
Gazette reading club, though we can see one member isn’t
concentrating on his reading very much. Well done The Cock Inn for
joining in with Extreme Gazette reading, don’t forget to take your
Gazette on holiday or to work and take a picture of you or somebody
else reading it, or more than one; we will judge the best picture at the
end of the year.
Please send your pictures and a few words to email nb777@btinternet.
com or 82 Church Street, Gamlingay, Sandy Beds, SG19 3JJ

Just reading the Gazette before
reading the meters on the Gamlingay
Community Turbine. I do this every
month. Of course the output and
performance of the turbine are
monitored remotely by an internet
connection but I still have to read the
meters manually and send out the
results. Still, there is something very
refreshing about reading electricity
meters not to see what I owe but how
much will be paid to investors and local
causes and how much CO2 has been

POTTON WINDOWS LTD
Quality PVCu windows and doors
Double Glazed - Secured by Design
FENSA & 10 year guarantee
Professional Service Assured
Discounts for Pensioners

Tel: 01767 260626

E-mail: sales @pottonwindows.co.uk

offset.
Mike Brettle
Director, Gamlingay Community

turbine

Ian Williamson
Local Painter and Decorator
Home:
01767 651 023
Mobile:
07968 658437

29 Mill Street
Gamlingay
Sandy
SG19 3JW
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Waresley Pet Services

Dog Walking & Animal Care
Are you out all day or planning a holiday?
Do you need help exercising your dog, your cat feeding or
your horse bringing in/turning out, mucking out etc?
I offer a friendly, trustworthy and caring service for all
your pets.
 Regular or occasional dog walking service
 35 years experience with horses
 Fully insured
 CRB checked
 Excellent references available
 100% reliable
Please call Liz for a friendly chat to discuss your pets needs

01767 652059

07834 780181

liz.woodfield2@btinternet.com

The Wood Yard
Seasoned Logs and Kindling
Delivered or Collected
Tel Tony on
or Mob
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Why not treat
yourself to a gorgeous
new UHD TV?
15a Hitchin St
BIGGLESWADE
(01767) 448188
Sheldonelectricals@gmail.com

Tips and advice from your local pharmacy
Gamlingay Pharmacy

37 Church Street Gamlingay
01767 650334 Opening Times: Monday to Friday 9 am - 6 pm/Saturday 9am - 1pm
Pharmacist: David Feldman MRPhrMS

Welcome to your local Pharmacy which supplies both NHS and Private Prescriptions. Services available include:•
•
•
•
•
•

Review your Medicines - we can offer you a private face to face conversation with our Pharmacist about
your Prescription Medicines;
Repeat Prescription Collection Service - to save time, we collect Repeat Prescriptions from local Surgeries
and dispense them ready for collection at The Pharmacy;
Confidential Help and Advice - we have a private Consultation Room where you can discuss your Medicines
or general healthcare with the Pharmacist;
Blood Pressure - we offer a free Blood Pressure Check;
Dry Cleaning Service - pick ups on Tuesdays and Fridays;
Passport Photo Service - supplying Photo’s suitable for Passports, Disability Badges, Visas etc.

Helpful Advice from your local Pharmacist:
EARWAX BUILD-UP
This is a sticky subject but one which is, nevertheless, common and which can be a nuisance and cause considerable
discomfort. Earwax, or cerumen, is produced by glands in your ears to keep them clean and free of germs; it traps
dust and dirt (and even small insects!) and helps stop bad bacteria growing in the ear canal. It usually passes
harmlessly out of the ear, but sometimes it can build up and block the ear canal.
What causes the problem?
Some people naturally produce a lot more earwax than others, but there are other factors which can affect whether
it can become a problem. These can include: producing hard or dry earwax; having narrow or hairy ear canals; age
– older people tend to produce drier earwax; or bony growths in the outer part of the ear canal. Those who use ear
plugs or hearing aids are more at risk of a build-up and, of course, inserting anything into the ear canal, such as
cotton buds, can have the effect of pushing wax further in, so making the problem worse!
What are the symptoms?
If you have a build-up of earwax, you may experience hearing loss, earache, tinnitus (usually a ringing sound in the
ear), itchiness, vertigo or infection.
What can I do about it?
If you think you have a build-up of earwax blocking your ear canal, do not try to remove it yourself with cotton buds,
or any other object. This can damage your ear, and often only serves to push the blockage further in. Minor problems
can usually be solved with eardrops – our Pharmacy team can advise on a suitable product, and whether this is
appropriate for you. Eardrops are not always suitable, and should never be used if you have a perforated eardrum.
Do please read the patient information leaflet enclosed with the product before use.
If your symptoms are particularly troublesome, or eardrops haven’t helped, you should see your GP, who can prescribe
treatment or recommend ear irrigation to clean out the ear canal. This is a minor procedure where an electric pump
is used to push water into your ear, and wash the earwax out, and is usually carried out by the practice nurse. If
this treatment doesn’t help, or isn’t suitable, your GP may refer you to the ENT department at hospital. Here, more
specialised treatments can be carried out: microsuction is a quick and painless procedure where a device is used to
suck the earwax out of the ear, or an ‘aural toilet’, where a thin instrument is used to clean out your ear and scrape
out the wax.
How do I stop earwax from building up?
For many people, earwax never builds up and becomes a problem. Some are naturally more prone to developing a
build-up, however. For these people, some doctors recommend regular use of eardrops as a preventative measure,
but it is not clear if this helps. Speak to your doctor if you are experiencing regular problems with earwax build-up. The
important thing to remember is this: do not try removing the earwax yourself with your finger, or any other implement,
as this can cause permanent damage to your ear, and make the problem worse. When it comes to putting things in
your ear, remember the old advice: NOTHING SMALLER THAN YOUR ELBOW!
The Gazette February 2016
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Gardening Tips for February
by Karen Aitkins of All Green Landscapes Ltd

At the time of writing this,
just after Christmas, our
winter has been the mildest,
wettest, windiest I can
personally remember. Maybe
by February our seasons
have returned to normal and
storms such as Reggie and
Frank are in the past. We,
the lucky ones in the south
east, have had only mild
down, pours and gusty winds
comparatively. Nature is for
the moment confused by
the mild start to the winter
bringing bulbs prematurely
to life such as daffodils and
other spring blossoming
shrubs.

new wood in the summer
such as Buddleja. It is also
the last chance to cut back
shrubs and hedges before
the nesting season begins.
Winter flowering jasmine
and late flowering clematis
can be pruned now. After
pruning, feed with an
organic fertilizer.
Continue to dead head
winter pansies and any other
winter flowering bedding
plants, keeping borders tidy.
Protect any prematurely
flowering annuals that have
come out before their time.

Days are now becoming
noticeably longer and there
is an anticipation of spring
around the corner. February
can be a very cold month,
with snow, frosts and plenty
of rain. Try not to trample
over lawns if they are very
water logged. If you need to
do any maintenance in the
garden put down boards of
wood and work from them.

Give all the garden
machinery a final once over
to make sure it works. If
the weather has been mild
the grass may need a cut at
the end of this month but
make sure the blade is set
high. Do not cut the grass
if the ground is very wet
as it will damage the lawn.
Continue to irrigate the lawn
with a fork to help with the
drainage.

This is the time to prune
hardy shrubs that flower on

Most types of landscaping
can be achieved at this time
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of year and if the weather
is relatively mild can be
finished on time. If you are
planning a make- over of
your garden or just a few
simple changes now is a
good time to get things
done. For most landscapers
this time of year is the
quietest. So if you want to
get ahead and start planning
that dream garden to sit and
relax in or entertain friends
with alfresco dining now
is a good time to organise
it. For more ideas go to
our web site or facebook
page. www.facebook.com/
AllGreenLandscapesLtd

Lewis Wooding
Internal &External
Decorating Services
Personal References available
Competitive estimates
Detailed quotations
Phone 01767 651647
Mobile 07889 966557

GILKS FENCING LTD

All Types of Fencing, Gates & Railings, SUPPLIED & INSTALLED

Call for a FREE Survey & Quotation
Visit our Display Area at:

Gilks Fencing

Drove Road,
Gamlingay, Sandy,
Beds SG19 2HX
Tel:

01767 650 615

Email:

gilksfencing@hotmail.com

www.gilksfencing.co.uk
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News from 1st Gamlingay Rainbows
We have been very busy since September until Christmas, we welcomed
several new members who have now settled in and we look forward to
seeing new members on our return after the Christmas break. Of course
the down side to taking in new members is that our older members move
onto Brownies but we hope they enjoy their time with Brownies.
We have been finding out
about animals that hibernate
for the winter, we made bats
and had a looked at a bat box,
hedgehogs and the houses
you can buy to help them
get cosy during the winter.
We found out lots of things
that we didn’t know about
the animals and enjoyed our
craft activities. Of course
the last couple of weeks were
given over to the Christmas
craft activities we made hanging decorations from coat hangers, tinsel
and Christmas decoration, they were beautiful and I am sure they had
prominent positions in the Rainbows’ houses.
On Remembrance Sunday we attended the usual service and we were
lucky enough to have been given a grant from the “Children in Need
Gransden Airshow” which allowed us to buy a flag and pole for use on
the special occasions when we parade.
As those of you who attended the service know, it was carried by our
older members rolled and tied and during the service Revered Rothwell
dedicated the flag which then allowed it to be unfolded for the march
back to the Village College. We are very grateful for this donation as we
have been looking to purchase a flag for a while but without the grant
this would not have possible.
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Some of the girls also took part in a “Winter Wonderland” afternoon organised by the District, each
individual Rainbow unit organised an activity –
unfortunately due to illness I was unable to attend,
but I have it on good authority that the after was a
huge success with all of the girls taking part having a
fun afternoon.
We are of course looking forward to the lighter and
warmer nights which allow us to do activities outside
and leave the glitter for the dark nights.
If you have a daughter, granddaughter or niece who is interested in joining Rainbows
please go to the girlguilding website and register and interest and then we will make
contact.
Sarah – 1st Gamlingay Rainbows

Do you know of a deserving cause in the Parish of Gamlingay that could use
some extra cash? Applications are invited for Funds from the Gamlingay
Community Turbine Tithe Fund

There will be about £3,500 available in April. Applications can be submitted in writing on an application form via
one of the following: •
•
•
•

The Parish Council Offices
The Eco Hub Reception
E-mail to info@gamlingay_community_turbine.co.uk
By post or hand to: - GCT, 70 Church Street, Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds. SG19 3JJ

Application forms are available in the Eco-Hub or can be downloaded from the website - www.gamlingaycommunity-turbine.co.uk or on request by emailing info@gamlingay-community-turbine.co.uk.
All applications will be given equal consideration irrespective of which route they are submitted and when they
are submitted.
No more than 2 applications may be submitted by any individual or organisation within one year.
The decision on the first funding awards will be made by a group of 3 representatives meeting in April 2015.
Applications should be received before the end of March.
(Note the decision may not be made at the initial meeting and may be announced later).
The representatives on the Tithe Panel will comprise: • A person nominated by GCT
• A person representing Gamlingay Parish Council – If GPC do not appoint somebody then GCT will
appoint another person.
• A person representing Forward Gamlingay! - If FG! do not appoint somebody then GCT will appoint
another person.
The guidelines for the Tithe Panel are: • The beneficiaries should be within the Parish of Gamlingay.
• The donation should benefit more than just a single person or family.
• GCT will prefer applications that will result in helping our environment but anything will be
considered.
• If a member of the panel has any pecuniary interest in any application under consideration at that
meeting they must declare it and stand down from that meeting. A replacement member for the
panel should be sought but this is not essential.
• The panel’s decision is final and not open to appeal.
The Gazette February 2016
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Historyman
Gamlingay’s Market Gardening History
The Market Gardening trade in Gamlingay was at its height in the 1940s 50s and 60s then a slow
decline until today there are only one or two Market Gardeners around now.
Years ago there were both large and small holdings in and around the village, some owning the land they
worked and some renting off of larger land Owners such as Merton College.
Circling the village were crops such as potatoes, Brussels sprouts, onions, runner beans, carrots,
parsnips, beetroot cabbage and sugar beet. In the village sometimes in greenhouses or later polytunnels
were tomatoes, lettuce and cucumbers.
Most of the produce went to markets in Leicester, Cambridge and London Markets such as Borough,
Spitalfields, Brentford, Stratford and Covent Garden and many others. In the early part of the 1900s
produce went by train from our station but on its closure many lorry haulage firms started hauling
produce to the markets over night to be on the stands fresh for sale as the markets opened at four or five
o’clock in the mornings.
Market Gardeners in the village included such names as Mark Meeks, Marshals and Marsters, Titmus,
Manning, Hills, Jakes, Darlow, Leader, Gore, Cade, Wright, Hibbitt, Cole, Soden, Young, Larkins,
Chandler, Roberts, Storey, Theobalds, Whitemore, Deeble, Brown, Ekins, Bedfords and Knibbs. Some
Growers even had their own lorries such as Titmus, Jakes, Hills, Knibbs and Marshals and Marsters,
others had haulage firms pick up their produce in the afternoons to be taken to markets that night.
Merton Grange also had some of its land set to Market Gardening especially during World War Two.
During that time prisoners of war who were barracked at Woodbury Hall were taken to the Grange every
day to work. Merton Grange were famed for their tomato crops and supplied many places around this
area.
One way of selling smaller amounts of crops were farm shops or stalls, some manned and some with
honesty boxes. Over the 1970s such stalls were very popular and there were as many as ten open at one
time.
In the early part of the Century horses were used to plough and work the land so Gamlingay had its fair
share of Blacksmiths but they dwindled as steam engines and then the tractor took over.
During the 1970s and 80s Market Gardening declined in this area and land was sold off for building and
taken back for farming crops like Wheat and Barley. The markets in London changed as well by moving
from central London to the outer reaches.
Shown with the photographs is a sales catalogue from 1948 which shows an Auction of Market Garden
land, with the tenants who cropped the land and also some of the properties that went with the land.
Auctions in those days were usually held at The Cock Inn Public House and as you can see used the old
terms and measurements for the size of land, such as acres, roods and poles and the lax way of saying
how much is actually for sale by giving in many cases measurements of so many acres and then in
brackets or thereabouts.
Nowadays there are only a handful of small Market Gardeners in the area and selling their crops to
places such as Beds Growers and many people buying from supermarkets where they get pre packed and
frozen vegetables.
Gone are the days of large quantities of fresh produce.
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Cont from previous
page

The Pictures on this page
show different aspects of
the Landscape Gardening
History of Gamlingay,
from horses through
to steam and then road
haulage.
Also seen in one picture
is a gang of labourers
who worked the Market
Gardening rounds. Right
up to present times
gangs of self employed
villagers have worked the
land for different Market
Gardeners at different
times of the year, they
would pick or cut one
crop then move to the
next crop for a different
employer and so on until
they came to where they
started and round they
went again, some for all
their working lives. One
or two people worked for
a single employer all the
time which was better as
they had paid holidays
and sick pay and so on.
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GAMLINGAY – 100 YEARS AGO, by Peter Wright.
Gamlingay and District History
Society meet regularly throughout
the year, with organised talks,
social events, and visits to places
of historical interest. Our next
meeting is at 07.30 on 8 February at
the Village College, when George
Howe will talk about the Bedford to
Cambridge railway. You can attend
as a visitor for £3, or become a
member and gain free access to all
our lectures. Find out more at www.
gamlingayhistory.co.uk or visit
www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk , to see
our collection of historic photos of
the village. We maintain an archive
relating to our village history, and
the article below has been compiled
from 1915 Gamlingay newspaper
cuttings, kindly donated to the
Society by Jim Brown.
In January 1916, any Gamlingay
resident looking back over the
previous year would see village
affairs dominated by the effects of
the Great War. From a population
of about 1400, around 110 men and
boys were in HM forces by mid
1915, with only 18 serving abroad,
probably because the Gamlingay
recruits were still training. The
excitement generated by the
outbreak of war in summer 1914 had
long subsided, and new applicants
were hard to find, despite a number
of recruitment drives. An army
bugle band on a recruitment drive
arrived at the station in May 1915,
and paraded around the village.
Children were let out of school
to cheer the soldiers, but at the
recruitment meeting that evening, no
volunteers came forward.

was held at Green End, in the
Methodist Chapel three days later,
with children placing flowers on the
coffin as it went past the school.
The German invasion of Belgium
produced many refugees, with
around 250,000 accommodated
in the UK. Gamlingay was quick
to offer help. A meeting was held,
and a village collection organised.
The Sills family offered a large
vacant house in Church Street,
and the committee set out to fill
the house with furniture, bedding
and crockery. Thirteen Belgians
eventually arrived and took up
residence in Church Street, and four
Belgian children were enrolled at
the school in 1915. The Gamlingay
refugees had escaped from Ostend
by fishing boat, and another family
of three were resident at Waresley.
The Cambridge Independent Press
of 9 July 1915 reported the King
had written a letter of thanks to Mr
and Mrs Ezekiel Norman, of Church
End Gamlingay, who had six sons
serving in HM forces. Sadly, two
did not survive the war. By January
1916, eight Gamlingay men were
dead, seven had been wounded,
and one taken prisoner of war. It’s
as well Gamlingay people were not
able to look forward, as by the end
of the war only about 30 of the 120
in HM forces remained unharmed. A
grim prospect indeed.

A drawing of Gamlingay Stocks, which were situated
outside the Almshouse Chapel. A forthcoming article
on the criminal History of Gamlingay this spring.

Tragedy struck the village in June,
when a nine year old girl was
drowned in the brook at the bridge
in Station Road. At that time, a
deep pool was situated on the
downstream side of the bridge. This
was around 15 feet wide, and 7 feet
deep, with steep, slippery sides.
The unfortunate child fell in and
was unable to escape. The funeral
The Gazette February 2016
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RSPB News from The Lodge
by Mark Brandon
A very happy and healthy New Year to the readers of the Gamlingay Gazette.
In the mild conditions, and on the days when it wasn’t blowing a gale or raining, the reserve was very busy over
the festive break, to the point where we had to arrange extra parking in the field bordering the existing car-park
boundary. We are used to this on hot days in the summer, but it doesn’t often happen in the Christmas hols.
Sadly, our Winter Wonderland walk was anything but, it was grey and wet for most of the time, but 20 people still
went out for a good walk, finding some good birds and wildlife to start the year and enjoying the mulled wine to
warm up with on their return.
The birding highlight here over December and into January has been a mixed flock of bramblings,
yellowhammers, linnets, reed buntings, chaffinch and greenfinches - with the bramblings often visiting the
feeding areas around the Gatehouse to collect seeds from the ground. Woodcock are often seen if we have to
go onto the heath, where contractors are removing the birch saplings before the breeding season. The heather
is really coming along well, and I think in a few more years the birch will become much less of a problem in
managing the heath.
Of course, it’s the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch on 30/31 January. The activity is the biggest garden wildlife
survey in the world and last year almost 600,000 people counting the birds in their gardens.
Big Garden Birdwatch provides the RSPB with masses of information about changes in numbers of garden birds
in winter, and over a period of years, helps to alert conservationists to significant declines in UK garden species
like house sparrows and starlings.
The top 5 birds seen in Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire in last year’s Big Garden Birdwatch were;.
2015
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county

species

Bedfordshire
Bedfordshire
Bedfordshire
Bedfordshire
Bedfordshire

House_sparrow
Starling
Blackbird
Blue_tit
Woodpigeon

4.07
3.71
2.80
2.38
2.18

1
2
3
4
5

66.67
57.42
93.26
80.18
74.40

Cambridgeshire
Cambridgeshire
Cambridgeshire
Cambridgeshire
Cambridgeshire

House_sparrow
Starling
Blackbird
Blue_tit
Collared_dove

3.95
3.56
3.23
2.27
2.14

1
2
3
4
5

66.16
58.25
95.42
80.53
73.56
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Mean
(per
garden)

Rank

% gardens
(presence)

The RSPB Lodge reserve is open every day of the week, from dawn to dusk, for everyone to enjoy and there are
plenty of organised events: just ring to book. Entry is included in the car-parking fee - £5 a car for non-members,
free if you are members or just visiting the shop.
The shop (01767 693333) is open every day (9am-5pm and 10am-5pm weekends and Bank Holidays) and has
everything for people who love nature.
RSPB The Lodge
Potton Road,
Sandy,
Beds
SG19 2DL
01767 693333
Our website; www.rspb.org.uk/thelodge is the place to look for all of the events you can enjoy here at RSPB The
Lodge this winter.
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity. In England and Wales, no: 207076.In
Scotland, no: SC037654.

Gamlingay Allotment Gardener’s Association
We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year and are now looking forward to the 2016 growing
season.
I hope every body’s water butts are full and shortly we will get some drier weather to enable us all to prepare the
ground ready for 2016. We will shortly be having a working party at the allotments to trim the hedges, prune the
fruit trees and generally give the whole site a good tidy up. We will send out an e-mail to members with further
details.
Arrangements have been made to have an outing to the Royal Horticultural Society HQ at Wisley on FRIDAY 6th
MAY 2016. A 53 seater coach is booked and this will leave the Eco-Hub at 8.30 am to arrive at Wisley at about
10am whereupon we will have a short talk and explanation of the gardens and then you are free to wander. There
is a cafe there which serves hot and cold food or you can take your own picnic (seating and tables are provided).
The cost is £7 per person and it will be first come first served for members and their partners/wife/husband and
should there be any spaces left members may bring friends. Please book your place by sending the money to John
Way (treasurer) at 5, Drove Road, Gamlingay tel 650114.
Last year we had a very successful work party and BBQ which we hope to repeat this year and it is hoped that
even more members and their families will attend. Further details will follow in the near future.
Should there be any questions, you want answered about the allotments please contact any committee member
whose details are on the plots notice boards, meanwhile keep digging and hoeing and weeding and may your
crops all be huge and tasty.
The Gazette February 2016
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Roderick’s

Vegetarian Recipes
by Roderick Starksfield

CAESAR SALAD
I have adapted this recipe from Nigella Lawson to make it vegetarian. She called it a Caesar Salad, which it isn’t, only a
passing resemblance to this famous dish. It is however a worthy dish in it’s own right. I am publishing it now, at this time of
the year, as we need something lighter occasionally. The recipe, below, shows ingredients to serve two, however this can be
easily doubled, or whatever, to cope with one or more people. A smaller version, using a small Little Gem could be used as a
starter.
Makes 2 servings
Ingredients:
1 small Cos lettuce or large Little Gem
Good tablespoon of Capers, don’t rinse them the saltiness is good here
Large clove of Garlic
A good glug of Olive Oil
Small handful of chopped Walnuts
Croutons – about 2 thick slices of bread
Zest and juice of a Lemon
2 Eggs
Shavings of vegetarian style Parmesan type cheese
Method:

Remember, this is an adapted Nigella Lawson recipe. Always start by unbuttoning your top shirt or blouse button;
whenever you pick up, say, a kitchen knife, lovingly caress the handle before gripping it firmly. Similarly with the
oven, gaze lovingly at the oven door handle, then open the door and thrust the food in firmly …. ‘Fifty shades of a
Recipe’? I will have to stop this, it is getting silly. I cooked this in a normal manner (non-Nigella fashion), it still
tasted good.
Heat the oven to 200°C, 180° F Gas 4
Cut the lettuce in half lengthwise.
Roughly chop the capers, and add to a small bowl, very finely chop the garlic and add with a good glug of olive oil to
the bowl. Mix well to make a loose chunky dressing. Leave to stand while the oven gets to temperature.
Sprinkle the dressing over the cut side of the lettuce, place on a baking tray and put in the oven for 8-10 minutes.
While this is cooking, cube the bread, sprinkle with a little more olive oil and place in the oven on another baking
sheet. Watch this closely as they can burn very quickly. If you can, shake the croutons a bit to turn some over.
While this is happening, bring a saucepan to a boil, for poaching the eggs. When boiling add a teaspoon of wine
vinegar, and swirl to make a whirl-pool in the centre of the pan, carefully crack the eggs into the centre, remove from
the heat and leave to stand for 4- 5 minutes. Remove the eggs with a slotted spoon and leave to dry off on kitchen
paper.
Remove the lettuce from the oven – the cut side should be starting to brown a little, sprinkle over the lemon zest and
juice, and place back in the oven for about 5 minutes.

To serve

Remove the lettuce from the oven, place on a plate. Sprinkle over the walnuts and croutons. Place a poached egg on
top. Put a few shavings of the hard cheese on the top.

Yum-yum !
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ther Services available

Mobile 07713 088 792

Tel: 07835 419093
Cara Hemmins

Anstee Gorst
Chartered Certified Accountants



S GARAGE
G STATION

, Gamlingay

MOT
TING STATION

repairs on most
d light commercials

67 650 273

- VAT, Payroll and Bookkeeping
- Business start-ups

Free Initial Consultation Phone:
Antoinette Gorst ACCA
Sally Anstee FCCA
01767 650 700
Ground Floor Offices, Unit 30, Green End
Gamlingay Sandy, Beds SG19 3LF
Email: office@ansteegorst.co.uk
Website: www.ansteegorst.co.uk

TE Hand delivered free to every household
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Telephone 01767 654137

- Accounts preparation
- Self assessment tax returns
- Cash Flow forecasting

ngay since 1936

ries - exhausts

The Paddock
Farmhouse
Bed & Breakfast

Castle Farm, Hatley Road
Gamlingay
SG19 3HH
www.paddockfarmhousebandb.co.uk

Postal contributions may be sent to 82 Church Street
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Sotham Renewable Energy
Home End, Fulbourn, Cambs, CB21 5BS

Tel- 01223 881081
Email- info@sotham.co.uk

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE RENEWABLE HEAT INCENTIVE or RHI SCHEME?
It's a government backed scheme that pays you to produce
your own electricity, heating and hot water

If you change your expensive fossil fuel or Electic heating to
an approved Renewable source, YOU COULD BE PAID UP
TO £2,000 PER YEAR FOR THE NEXT 7 YEARS plus save
up to 40% on your current heating bills

Renewable Energy sources include Solar PV (Electricity), Solar Thermal (Hot Water), Air Source
Heat Pump's (Heating) and Biomass (Heating) - all of these quailfy for government payments
We also have a range of other exciting products to enhance the benefits of the above sources ask us about Tadpole's, Thermaskirt and Solar Cache
SOTHAM RENEWABLE ENERGY ARE FULLY MCS CERTIFIED TO DESIGN, SUPPLY AND
INSTALL RENEWABLE TECHNOLOGIES INTO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS. WE ARE LOCAL,
COMPETITIVE AND HAVE OVER 8 YRS EXPERIENCE

Come and visit our on site
demonstration trailer, have
a no obligation chat and
enjoy a cup of fresh
fairtrade tea or coffee

www.sotham-renewableenergy.co.uk
01223 881 081
info@sotham.co.uk
Sotham Renewable Energy is a trading name of Sotham Engineering Services Limited

Happy 40th Birthday

Clare Quince (Brown) on
28th February from all your Family
The Gazette February 2016
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What’s on in February
Over 50’s walks
Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.
Phone Miriam on 01767 654891 or email her at miriamjones@hotmail.com for further information.. The
walks will resume again in March 2016 and details will be published soon.
Total wellness workout
Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor work. £5 per class.
Wednesdays 10.00-11.00 at St Mary’s Church Hall (near The Emplins).
Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall.
Soup lunches
Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall.
Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights
Second Monday of the month, 8pm at The Cock, but to secure a table please come a little earlier.
£1 per head, raising money for Charity. New teams always welcome. Varied themes.
Beginners Breeze at 10.15am from the Hub, every first Thursday of the month
Contact gill.kitchener@btinternet.com, telephone 07842 135732
Gamlingay Community Centre Hub Community events. See Village information for all Library details
Monday
Libary open

Toddlers’ story time and craft session

Library open

9.15am - 10.00am
2.00pm - 8.00pm

Tuesday
Library open

Board games

10.00am - 12.00

Indoor Carpet bowls

Friendly group, just drop in and pay and play

1.30pm- 3.30pm

Parish Council

2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month Public Meetings

7.00pm

Gamlingay Players

Hayley Parker 652 992 Small friendly society who
produce plays and pantomime

8.00pm - 10.00pm

Wednesday
Toddler story time

11.30pm

Library open Free computer train- Free, friendly computer training for beginners
ing
Please contact the library to book

12.30pm - 3.15pm

GEAG

Gamlingay Environmental Action Group 8:00pm
monthly meeting. Monthly meeting on 3rd Wednesday
17th February

Thursday
Stay and Play

0-5yrs Free.

Health visitor

Health visitor advice and Weighing clinic on 2nd
and 4th Thursdays

Library open

1.30pm - 3.00pm

4.00pm - 7.00pm

Youth Cafe and Club

Local children’s group - Cafe YR4+
Club YR 8+

5.15pm - 9.00pm

Gamlingay Players

Small friendly society who produce plays and
pantomime

8.00pm - 10.00pm

Saturday
Library open

32

The Gazette February 2016

9.30am - 12.30pm

What’s on in February
Baby and Toddler clinic

Community Centre Ecohub

2nd and 4th Thursdays

1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries,
refreshments.

Parish Council

For information contact the Clerk on 650 310

2nd and 4th Tuesday each month

7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub

2nd Tuesday each month

7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub

Hatley Parish Council

Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde 650 596 or email
hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info. Details on the website
www.hatley.info or noticeboards

THE GAZETTE: FOR ALL FUTURE
EDITIONS THE DEADLINES ARE
NOW THE 1st OF EVERY MONTH
Gamlingay Writers
1st Tuesday of the month

Please contact Rhoda Ludford for full details
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Guitar Club

Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call
Geoff Bruerton on 650748

Sandy and District Round Table

Contact Lee Packham-Brown

1st and 3rd Monday of each month

A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes

St Mary’s choir practice
Thursdays

6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers

Guild of St Mary’s

Church Hall 7:30pm, all ladies welcome

Gamlingay Archaeological Group
(GAMARCH)

Chris Tomsett - chaiman 01767 650009,
Julia Manley Julia.manley@anglia.ac.uk

First Thursday of the month

7:30pm at the WI Hall

Bellringers
Thursdays

7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay

Photographic Society

Fridays 8pm Village College Term-time September to April/May. New
Members welcome. Phone: 651025 Email: nickbruce7@btinternet.
com
12th February - DI AVs The Digital Way using Proshow
Supported by the Photodex Corperation. Jim Hartje ARPS DPAGB
APAGB EFIAP (N&EMPF)
19th February - Half Term
26th February - On Top of the World, Nepal by Motorcycle - David
Steel DPAGB
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Pre school groups and education
Mucky Pups

Montessori

Jeanette
652 047
Rafferty
Debbie Fowden 650 408
Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645
0771 4821
940

Rainbow Preschool
Sunshine Preschool

Julie Prior
Ann Wiseman

Everton Preschool

Julie

Schools

Village College
First School
Carers Group

Sports

Natalie

652 157
07703
770 676
07814
815 491
691 477

Office
Office
Bridget Smith

650 360
650 208
650 510

Brian
Chair:
Brian
Culverhouse
(youth teams)

651 020
651 020

Junior Football
School
Tennis Club
Fitness Workshop
Breeze Ladies’
Cycling

Brian
Culverhouse
John Gray

651 020

Gill Kitchener

654 165
651 785
650 035

St Mary’s Church Hall

Lindy Gorton

650 581

WI Hall
Social Club
Methodist Chapel
Hatley St George
Village Hall

Parish Council
Martin Hull
Parish Council
Mr Marshall

650 310
650418
650 310
650 971

Andrea
Hutchison

07980
612 077

Ecohub Manager

2nd Gamlingay
Guides
1st Gamlingay
Brownies
1st Gamlingay
Rainbows
Tinuwen Rangers
Gamlingay Cubs
Gamlingay Gransden
Cubs
Gamlingay Scouts
Thursday

Benita Scott

650 547

Jane Brown

652 997

Helen Brown

449 043

Irene Gray
Steve Palmer
Barry Jefferd

651 212
651 532
261 000

Will Colebrook

07527
717463

Pathfinder Scouts
Friday
Explorers

Chris Elwood

07879
698477
01480
830 866

Mini Club
Youth Club

Bowls Club
Football Club

Halls for hire

Youth groups

Phil Wood

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Carol Wright or
Chris Robins

Youth Cafe
Gamlingay Young
Lacemakers

Lucy Rands

651 120
651 119
07929
453235

Kay Palmer

651 532

Hobbies leisure and interests
Gamlingay Players
Bell Ringers
Gardening Club
History Society
Over 50’s walks
meet at Ecohub
Booklinks

Hayley Parker
John Boocock
Lindy Gorton
Janet Hale
Peter Wright
Miriam and Phil
Titchner
Fay Boissieux

Friends of St Mary’s
Ladybird Club
St. Neots Model
Railway club

Philip Gorton
Mrs C Watson
John Kneeshaw
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com

East Beds Model
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Painting for Pleasure
Photographic Society

Churches

Baptist Church
St Mary The Virgin,
Rector:

Linda Fraser
677 710
Steven Rothwell 650 568

Schools
First School
Village College
First School
Via school
Association
office
Village College Friends Village College
Association
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650 208
650 360
650 208
650 360

652 992
650 736
650 581
650 794
652899.
654 891
0779
1145744
650 581
650 707

Roy Turner
Jackie Bruce,
Secretary
Royal British Legion
Sebastian
Kindersley
Jackie Hough
Gamlingay Writers
Rhoda Ludford
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

650426
651 025

Village Show
WI
Guild of St Mary’s
Music Club
Gamlingay Lacecaps

650 178
651 932
650 628
650 748
01480
385 351

Jan Cooper
Anne Clarke
Philippa Smalls
Geoff Bruerton
Pat Brunsdon

651 982
651 070

Sir John Jacob’s
Jackie Hough
651 070
Almshouses Trustees: Sebastian
651 982
Kindersley
Lawrie Edwards 311 418
Major
John McCall
650 039
Sandy and District
Lee Packham
Round Table
Brown
GEAG (Gamlingay
John Mercer
07860
Environmental Action
246810
Group)
mjkmercer@ mac.com
CFRS community
audreywilliams@lineone.
champion
net
Gamarch (gamlingay Chris Tomsett
650 009
Archaeological
Julia Manley (secretary)
Group)

Cambridge county council
Adult Health and Social Service
General Enquiries			
0345 045 5201
Adult Social Care			
0345 045 5202
Children’s Services			
0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking
0345 045 5204
Occupational Health			
0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/
Sensory Services			
0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries			
0345 045 5200
Switchboard				0345 045 5222
Trading Standards			
0845 4040506
Waste Management			
0345 045 5207
Education Transport			
0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support		
0345 045 5211
Streetscene
(highways, transport and streets)
0345 045 5212
Library Services
(includes automatic renewals)		
0345 045 5225
Citizenship				0345 045 5155
Family Information Service		
0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Appointments:
Emergencies:

District nurses

9.15am-10.30am.
2.00pm - 8.00pm

Toddlers’ story time
and craft session
9.15am - 10.00am

Tuesday

9.15am - 12.15pm

Board games
10.00am - 12.00

Wednesday

12.30pm - 3.15pm

Free computer
training (please book)

Thursday

4.00pm – 7.00pm

Saturday

9.30am - 12.30pm

651 544
651 546
0845
602 4064

Child Health Clinic

Thurs at Hub

01763
249815

CAMTAD

Bridget Smith

650 510

Age Concern

01354
696650

Car Care Scheme

Alison Baker

Police, ambulance, fire
Non-emergency Fire
Non-emergency
Police
Community Police

07519
493701
999
01223
376 217
101

PC K Mahoney

Parish council

Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner
Leanne Bacon

at ecohub
Web page
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Library

clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Jackie McGeady
Sarah Groom
Kate Laugharne 651 226

Chair:
Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk:
Kim Wilde

650 310

Forward Gamlingay

650 596

hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
Chairman:

Margot Eagle

Politics
MP

Heidi Allen

01954
211444

Sebastian
Kindersley
Sebastian
Kindersley
Bridget Smith

651 982

8am - 8pm
Mon - Sat

0345
0450 500

County Councillor
District Councillors

Library Opening hours
Monday

Medical Centre

South
Cambridgeshire
District Council
Gamlingay Residents’
Association
Faulty street lamps

651 982
650 510

Julie Newman
650685
www. gamlingay-gra.org.uk
0800
7838 247
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