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Chairman of

Fond memories
as Nurse Linda Retires

The Gamlingay Gazette

As I face retirement, I look back on my nursing career
with so many happy memories.

Several people have approached me to
ask how The Gazette was handed over
to the new committee, and if the assets
were passed to the Parish Church; I
therefore feel it necessary to make this
statement.
In the wake of last year’s unpleasantness,
the previous committee decided to
step down. As Chairman, I had to be
the last member of the committee to
resign and was in process of winding
up The Gazette and returning its assets
to St Mary’s Parish Church (who set
The Gazette up in the first place, and
provided the original funding and
assets).

I started training in 1970 in Norwich and, back then, it was very
much like an apprenticeship. After eight weeks in the School of
Nursing, where we were taught the basics of practical nursing,
(such as how to make a bed and do blanket baths! amongst
other things!) also some anatomy and physiology, we were let
loose onto the wards where we were taught by the Ward Sister or
Senior Nurses; our practical exams were taken on the ward and
the theory in the School of Nursing.
Gradually through our training we spent time on each ward and
department with periods in the School. It must have been a bit
scary for the patients when a terrified Student Nurse came along
armed with a syringe ready to give an injection with shaking
hands!! Most of the Ward Sisters had the reputation for being
‘dragons’ but underneath the crusty exterior, a soft heart could
be found.
We didn’t have disposable equipment then and bedpans had to
be washed in a large washer which was housed in the sluice
room at one end of the ward. I remember one occasion when I
was rushing and didn’t shut the door properly, and it flew open,
showering me with hot water. I then had the indignity of walking
down the ward at visiting time with my starched cap flopping
continued on page 2

I was approached by Nick Bruce and
members of the new committee, who,
like most of the village (judging by the
number of letters and e-mails I received),
did not wish to see The Gazette die and
wished to see the magazine continue. I
was greatly pleased, as it was my desire
that, if it were to continue, it should
maintain its absolute independence and
not be beholden to any single group
or interest within the village; that it
should remain an independent platform
for people in this community to give
free expression without any attempt to
muzzle or control it.
A meeting was held between Rev. Steve
Rothwell, Nick Bruce and myself and
a handover was agreed. As the bank
accounts had not yet been closed, St
Mary’s Parish Church did not receive or
benefit from these monies in any way,
the accounts were simply passed on to
the new committee.
I trust that this makes matters abundantly
clear, and all that remains is for me to
wish Nick and the rest of the committee
every success for the future.
Best Wishes! Rev. James Gilbert.

continued from page 1

down on my head and my uniform dripping! I was told off by my
Ward Sister and sent to my room to change!
As we progressed through our training, we were given more
responsibility and it was quite daunting to be in charge of a ward
full of sick patients at the age of twenty, especially on night duty.
However, they were some of the happiest times of my life, and
friendships made then, still remain to this day.
I moved to Gamlingay in 1980 to be nearer to relatives as I had
two young children. I was lucky to get the job at Potton Surgery
shortly after I moved here. It was quite a bit smaller then with only
four Doctors, two Nurses and a few Receptionists, no computers,
everything had to be recorded by hand!

Practice Nurses were a fairly new concept back then and there
were new skills to learn. Over the years there have been many
changes and I have seen people come and go and the new
Surgery in Gamlingay being built was a wonderful event - how
did we manage before?!
I feel so lucky to have been able to be part of such a great
Practice, which has gone from being a fairly quiet Surgery to
the busy one it is today. It has always been a very happy and
friendly environment and I thank everybody I have worked with
over the years for all their support and friendship. I know I will
miss everyone. Thanks also to my husband, who, with a bit of
instruction, always made sure dinner was ready for me when I
got in from work.
I now move on to the next phase of my life and look forward to
spending more time with my family, taking nice walks with the
dog and getting on with all the projects I have got planned for the
house and garden!
Thank you everybody for all your good wishes. I am sure I will
see you from time to time when I am out and about in the village.
Best wishes to you all,
Linda Worboys
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News from the churches
PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN

GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND
EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven
The Rectory, Stocks Lane 650 568
Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller
11 Bunyan Close
650 779

Services May 2015

KEY

E=Everton
G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

3rd

Easter 5

10th

Easter 6

14th

Ascension Day

17th

Sunday after
Ascension

24

Pentecost

31st

Trinity Sunday

th

8am
10am
4pm
9.30am
11am
11am
7.30pm

Holy Communion
First Sunday Service
Evening Service
Parish Eucharist
Holy Communion
Word & Worship
Holy Communion

G
G
E
G
H
E
G

9.30am

Parish Eucharist

G

11am
8am
9.30am
11am
6pm

Parish Eucharist
Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Evening Praise

E
H
G
E
G

10am

Benefice Eucharist with laying of
hands and prayers for healing

G

Dear Reader,
Since 2000, Anglican clergy have been explicitly encouraged to take on a commitment
towards healing. The Church of England issued a report on the ministry of healing called ‘A
Time to Heal’, which encouraged every parish church in the country to adopt the practice.
‘Faith healing’ can be a controversial subject, and some evangelist preachers have been
accused of making unscrupulous claims that do not stand up to scrutiny. The report said
where physical healing does not take place, people still have a need to try an emotional,
psychological or spiritual approach. It warned that there is nothing predictable about faith
healing - except the assurance of God’s love and care and that the healing ministry is one of
the greatest opportunities the Church has for ‘sharing the Gospel’.
In the churches here at Gamlingay Hatley, and Everton, we have always wanted to operate
a ministry of pastoral care and support for those who need it and we have recently felt a
need to revise our own commitment to a healing ministry. With that in mind, we have been
in consultation with the Diocese of Ely and have undertaken training to prepare ourselves to
run some healing services as part of our regular pattern of worship. There will be a series of
sermons throughout May about healing and there will be a special healing service on Sunday
31st May at 10am at St Mary’s Gamlingay; everyone is welcome to attend.
My own experience of prayers and healing is that we can’t expect miracles, but neither
should we rule them out; what we can expect is that prayers for healing can at least make a
difference. The root of any form of healing is prayer and it’s my prayer that our communities
will be places of hospitality and healing to all those who live and work here.
Revd Steven Rothwell
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News from the churches
GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH
Stocks Lane
Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Linda Fraser 01767 677710
www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk
Dear Friends,
It can’t have escaped your attention that this month we have a general election.
There are all sorts of politicians both local and national absolutely slavering for
your vote!
For each of us, there are major issues that concern us. Speaking as a Baptist, I am
passionate about freedom of conscience and freedom of speech, as Baptists have
been since the 1600’s. Any attempt to control either, for me is a definite turn off.
Some of us choose to ally ourselves with a particular political party or ideology.
I’m not particularly partisan, over the years I have voted for all the mainstream
parties. I always read the manifestos and decide how to cast my vote based on the
individual policies and the character of the candidate.
Having served elsewhere as a parish councillor and having worked in local
government, I fully understand the workings of politics (at a local level); the
minefield of difficulties, opportunities and temptations. I do not envy those who
put their heads above the parapet and stand for election. Everyone has their own
expectations of the successful candidate and ultimately because we are all imperfect
and human, no one can ever fully meet the expectations of everyone; yet we all
look to our politicians to make things perfect!
This has been the case since the dawn of time – 3000 years ago, one of the writers
of the Old Testament wrote Psalm 118 (a Psalm also quoted by Elizabeth I, when
she was told she had ascended to the throne) and he wrote these words:
‘It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in human beings.
It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes [or politicians]’
Politicians are only human, they will get things wrong – whoever they are, none of
us is perfect. The only human being who has ever lived who was perfect was Jesus
Christ – and He is God. So why not give God a try rather than pinning your hopes
on politicians, who are as human as we are?
Use your vote wisely; by voting you influence the course of this nation (and to
me, if people don’t vote, they have no right to complain!), but do try looking to
Almighty God, He is the only being in the universe who will not disappoint or fail
you.
Very Best Wishes!

James.
Coffee Morning
Thursday 21st May (In aid of Gamlingay Baptist Church and our
2015 Charities),
10:00am until 11:30am
Why not join us for tea/coffee and cake?
email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com

Church Services:

Worship Service Every Sunday Morning
10:45am. (with J. A. M. for children)
Communion is always celebrated on the
first Sunday of each month.
Family Service
Family Service
Sunday 31st May 10:45am.
For Children
J.A.M.
Every Sunday 10:45am. (apart from
family service)
‘Messy Church’ – Fun, games, stories,
getting messy (for children from 5
years). This month Saturday 30th May at
2:00pm
Weekday Meetings
Tuesday Group 7:30pm.
Wednesday Group 10:00am.
(Venues as announced)

Alpha
The Alpha Course is an informal
evening set around a meal for those who
want to find out more about Christianity.
We are beginning a new course after
Easter - You are warmly invited!
Please contact James, our Minister, for
details.
Women’s Prayer Breakfast
Saturday 16th May 8:00am
– a time to share, pray and then eat
together.
Craft Group – Spend time together
working at different crafts.
Thursday 7th May
10:00am to 12:00 noon.
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Councillors’ Column
Keeping us abreast on
District Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget
Smith

Keeping us abreast on
County Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley

Your Councillors are always ready
to help. If you have any questions
about these - or indeed any other
matters - please do not hesitate to
contact County Councillor Sebastian
Kindersley on 01767 651982 or
skindersley@hotmail.com or write to
the Manor Barn, East Hatley, SG19
3JA. District Councillor Bridget Smith
is on 01767 650510 or bridget@
glockling.com You can also follow
your councillors on Twitter: @
Cllrbridget @Seb4SouthCambs
City Deal
The City Deal Assembly has met for
the second time and by the time you
read this the Executive Board, who
make all the decisions, will also have
met. Now that the priority projects
have been decided upon the next
is round of decisions all about how
money is going to be spent on things
other than building roads, cycle ways
and park and rides. There is some
concern about the number of civil
servant jobs potentially being created
and funded through the City Deal.
Undoubtedly, such a big project
does need a manager and assistant
(cost £150,000) to implement it but
it would be good to see full use
being made of existing staff in the
three partner councils before a large
number of new jobs are created.
There are other projects as well as
building the infrastructure to support
transport that are important within
the City Deal. One requirement is
that 1000 affordable homes are built
in South Cambridgeshire over and
above those already identified in
the Local Plan. These all have to
6

be on ‘exception sites’ which means
sites that would not otherwise be
available for development most
likely because they are outside of
village development frameworks.
1000 houses does not sound a lot
until you realise that this is nearly
10 houses in every one of our 105
villages. The proposal is to capitalise
on County Council land holdings
through what is being termed a Joint
Housing Delivery Vehicle (awful
council speak!) but which is actually
an office of 7 new people. Is the
County Council’s available land
where communities want houses
to be built? We do not know. To
date, communities have had the
veto on exception site developments
but will they still have it in these
circumstances? Again we do not
know and it is a worry.
There is also money available for
Skills development. This means
equipping people with the sorts of
skills that employers in our region
want. There is a mismatch between
the courses that many young
people choose to do e.g. beauty, car
maintenance, and what employers
need. This may in part be because
the right course, training and
apprenticeships are not available.
So part of the City Deal brief is to put
this right by working with employers
to find what they need and then
set up training and over 400 new
apprenticeships to meet their need.
The third thing that is looking for
funding is Inward Investment. This
is all about encouraging business
to come to the Greater Cambridge
Area - possibly from all over the
world. There have been some
notable successes so far such as
Astra Zeneca but we do have to
be sure that we are in a position to
accommodate new business not just
in relation to having commercial sites
for them to move on to but also the
houses for their employees to live in,
the schools and health services for
their families and the roads and cycle
ways for them to get from home to
work without spending half their lives
in traffic jams.
The future….
Rather staggering new data from
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the County Council indicates the
populations of all five districts within
Cambridgeshire are forecast to grow
by at least 20% by 2036 compared
to 2013, and East Cambridgeshire
and South Cambridgeshire will see
their populations soar by more than
30%. The rise in population will in
part be driven by some significant
housing development plans, with
some 87,350 additional dwellings
anticipated to be built over the
period, including the proposed
Cambridge Fringe, the Cambourne
extension, the Bourn airfield
development and the new town of
Northstowe – speaking of which…...
Northstowe
The planning application for Phase
2 of Northstowe (3500 houses) is
about to be decided. You may be
interested to know that Gamlingay
Eco Hub has been studied in
detail as an exemplar community
building and it is likely that the Civic
Hub in Northstowe will be largely
modelled on it. This application is
being rushed through as a result of
government pressure which is very
concerning. As they say - ‘act in
haste, repent at leisure’. There are
so many things that just have to be
got right that there is endless scope
for it all to go horribly wrong and
for our first South Cambridgeshire
town to be a ghetto without the
infrastructure needed to make it a
sustainable and vibrant community.
There was real potential for exciting
and innovative things like large scale
community heating systems which
are not only a very ‘green’ means
of generating heat but also deliver
huge costs savings to home owners.
As things stand at the moment it
looks as though the houses will have
some solar heating and the school
might have a ground source heating
system. This is quite honestly
pathetic and deeply disappointing.
If Gamlingay can convert a very
ungreen community building into
an exemplar for renewable energy
then surely it is not unreasonable to
expect a new town to at least match
this ambition. If you want to know
more look at http://www.northstowe.
com/
continued on page 7
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Robinson Court
Sanctuary Housing’s lease on
Robinson Court expires at the end
of March and all the temporary
tenants will have moved into the new
facility in Waterbeach by mid April.
We should be hearing soon when
the redevelopment of the site will be
getting under way.
Policing & Drugs in Gamlingay
We are aware that there has been
considerable police activity in the
village for which we are very grateful.
However, we are still getting frequent
complaints from residents that they
are subjected to the smells of regular
cannabis use throughout the village.
It is illegal to use cannabis as well
as detrimental to the mental health
of young people in particular and
so you should be reporting it to the
police either through Crimestoppers
or on the non-emergency 101. I
know that people think there is no
point to this as no action may be
taken but unless we can evidence
that calls and reports are being
made we do not have a good case
for increased police activity in
Gamlingay.
The Police are currently recruiting
Police Service Volunteers (PSV’s) to
help with a number of internal roles.
They have worked successfully
alongside Special Constables for
many years and are now looking to
enhance the behind the scenes work
in the same way, asking people to
volunteer their time and skills.

for the A428 near St Neots, linking
the A421 to Milton Keynes with the
existing dual carriageway section
of the A428 to Cambridge, creating
an ‘Expressway’ standard link
between the two cities via Bedford.
The scheme is expected to include
significant improvements to the
Black Cat roundabout, where the
A1 currently meets the A421 BUT
“expected to be delivered subject to
approvals from 2020 onwards” which
is a right bore for those of us living
with this in 2015…better than nothing
tho…
Grants
The Community Chest grant money
available through South Cambs DC
has run out for this financial year but
a further £72 000 will be up for grabs
in April. Do not delay in getting your
application in for up to £1500 - it is
a first come first served pot though
you do have to meet the criteria.
The application is straightforward but
Bridget is always happy to help.
Land South of West Road,
Gamlingay Planning Application
We have still not seen a planning
application for this site but as soon
as we do we will be springing into
action. If you want to be kept up to
date with what is going on do contact
Bridget and she will add you to the
West Road action Group mailing list.
South Cambridgeshire’s Local
Plan

The Local Plan is moving into the
next stage of the inspection. The
There are a number of ways people
most important thing being looked
can get involved, firstly by visiting the at now is the Memorandum of
recruitment website at www.cambsAgreement between the City and
police.co.uk or contacting your local
South Cambs. If this is accepted
Police team. There are a number
then we can be confident that we
of roles which would specifically
can deliver all the housing that is
suit people looking to gather
required in the required time frames.
evidence for their C.V or to get firstIf it is not accepted then we are in
hand experience working with our
trouble because though there is lots
Investigation teams. Exciting stuff… of house building in the City now and
for the next 5 years, in South Cambs
A428, A1 and all the other roads
we shall not be building much in
we get stuck on…
this time period. This will add to the
problems we currently have of not
In December the Government
having a 5 year housing land supply
announced the first Roads
which has resulted in the influx of
Investment Strategy which sets
speculative planning applications
out the long-term programme
in the district on land which, if the
for motorways and major roads
planning policies were intact, would
with the funding needed to plan
never be considered. We have got
ahead effectively – so they say…..
off fairly lightly so far in our ward but
Anyway it’s useful because one of
places like Waterbeach, Melbourn,
the projects - regarded as the most
Foxton and Barrington are facing
significant - is for the dualling of
significant unwanted development
the A428 from Black Cat to Caxton
with little chance of rejecting it (at
Gibbet with improvements planned
email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com

least if it’s refused and goes to
appeal…). The inspector will also be
looking at the number of houses and
jobs we have declared we shall need
in the district to see if she thinks that
they are correct. Again, if she finds
fault with our methodology then the
period for which we are vulnerable
to speculative planning applications
will be extended. Things are not
being made easier by the inspector’s
reluctance to decide anything during
the inspection process so it may be
that we do not know what she has
decided until the whole process is
over - probably in the autumn. We
do expect her to require some extra
work which may well take a further 6
months so it could be well into 2016
before the plan is approved and our
planning policies are valid again.
Road Closures and whatnot…
We seem to have entered a
protracted period of road closures
in our area all of which cumulatively
are resulting in chaos on the roads.
The mayhem that results from the
Black Cat roundabout being closed
stretches from Bedford to Cambridge
but we also have closures on the
A428, A14 and some of our villages’
roads including Little Gransden and
Gamlingay. There is not much we
can do about this other than share
your frustration.
Following repeated complaints
about road surfaces disintegrating
enquiries have been made about
the programme of works and what
this might comprise which I share
with you because I know you’re
continued on page 8
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interested as the stones fly into you
radiator grill….. So – the County
Council does a lot of micro asphalt
surface treatment which is part of its
larger investment in maintaining and
improving roads. This is a thin coat
surface treatment used on roads in
the early stages of wear and tear
(so not likely around Gamlingay but
still….)
It consists of a liquid bitumen
emulsion mixed with small
aggregate, and applied to the
existing surface of the road in two
layers. The first layer regulates
any small holes and ruts, and this
is followed by a surface layer. The
treatment seals in the surface of the
road from the ingress of water, thus
preventing further deterioration and
extending the life of the road. It also
assists road safety by improving skid
resistance. Before treatment, the
road is swept to remove any loose
material and any ironwork is masked
with tape. Traffic is able to use the
road shortly after the material is laid.
The road will normally shed some
stone over the first few weeks and
may appear untidy at first when
newly laid. The new surfaces will
be subject to sweeping as required
and its appearance improves after
several weeks of use.
Fly Tipping
We are forever reporting fly tipping
on New Road, Gamlingay. The latest
lot, including a burnt out caravan,
has been there for over a month
now. The reason is that it possibly
contains asbestos so needs a
specialist to remove it. One would
have thought that the fact it was
potentially dangerous was even
more of a reason to move it quickly!
Please be aware that fly tipping
is a crime, costs us (you) a small
fortune to sort out and we ALWAYS
prosecute. Council officers inspect
the rubbish very closely and often
(often!) find some form of personal
identification which they then use to
prosecute. It’s not enough to say you
didn’t know what was happening – if
your name is found then it’s your
rubbish and shortly thereafter your
criminal record.
Bin Collections
In last month’s Council meeting
Bridget asked if the Council had any
plans to charge us for our green
bin collection or for the assisted bin

collection which older and infirm
people can use. She was told
definitely not in the next 5 years.
This is good news and somewhat
surprising when authorities pretty
near to us are now charging.
County Archives
The new home for Cambridgeshire
Archives has been confirmed as
the former Strikes Bowling Alley
building in Ely. The County Council
has for some time been working to
secure new premises, following an
inspection by the National Archives
which found that the current archives
accommodation in the basement of
Shire Hall is no longer fit for purpose.
The new building is well located
within easy walking distance of the
train station and town centre, and is
well suited for adapting into a home
for the archives.

VIEW FROM THE CHAIR
Hello again, and I hope you are
enjoying the warmer weather and
the beginnings of Spring! Lots to tell
you this month...
New Councillors - this month
we have welcomed two new
Councillors, Charlotte Sale and
Adrian Foster. This means that we
now have our full complement of 15
Councillors on the Parish Council,
which is great news!

The contract for the purchase of the
building has now been signed and
the next steps are to begin alteration
works, which is far more cost
The Hub Extension - if you have
effective than a new build.
been anywhere near the Hub lately
you will see that building work has
Plans for the site include bringing
together the archives from Shire Hall started, and – there is no good way
to say this – it is going to be messy
with many of the resources of the
Cambridgeshire Collection currently and inconvenient for the next six
held in Cambridge Central Library, so months. The builders, Hutchinsons,
that researchers can access all these have sectioned off their work area
historical treasures under one roof.
and created a pathway around
The digitisation suite will also be
the right side of the car park for
enhanced in the new building, so that pedestrians and emergency vehicles
many more documents can be made so we can get around the site in
available online.
safety and on to the field. There are
storage containers for the builders,
Gamlingay Planning
and the footballers and guides,
and the car park will be made as
Bridget and Sebastian were
delighted to support the Planning
big as possible to minimise on
application for Halls to move from
road parking. Hutchinsons have
Green End to the old recycling centre also put a cover on the nursery
on Potton Road. The application
fence to try and protect against
came to the District’s Planning
too much dust blowing across into
Committee whose members came
the children’s outside area. For a
on a site visit before making a
decision. They were very supportive full explanation of the work, and
who to contact with questions or
of the application and we wish
Halls a trouble-free move to the site problems, please see the Question
and Answer document prepared
sooner rather than later.
by project manager Bridget Smith
Got a problem? Issue? Something and published separately in this
you’d like to discuss?
newsletter and of course on our
Facebook page.
Your Councillors are here to help
you. Please do feel free to contact us Speedwatch – Our new Speedwatch
with comments, questions, problems group is coming together, the
or complaints. We hope we can help equipment is on order and the first
but if we can’t we are likely to know training date is on 18th April. We
someone who can!
have 12 volunteers so far, and more
are always welcome so do get in
continued on page 9
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touch if you are interested in joining
one of the teams which will be out
and about in the village very soon.
Pedestrian Crossing on Church
Street – well, I was all ready to have
a moan about how terrible it was
looking, and just as I wrote that,
County came and repaired it! So
it is now looking back to it’s best,
hooray.
Traffic around the First School – we
have had a plea from a parent at the
First School for drivers to please
slow down and take extra care when
children are entering and leaving
the school gates. It really shouldn’t
need saying but it seems that some
cars are rushing past the school,
not speeding but driving faster than
is sensible at a time when children
are crossing, and pulling out from
behind vehicles without due care.
The last thing we need is a child to
be hurt, so please take extra care
between 8.35-8.55 in the morning
and 3.00 – 3.30 in the afternoon.
Neighbourhood Plan - finally, just
a quick reminder that our first
Neighbourhood Plan meeting is on
Monday 20th April at 7.30pm at the
Eco Hub. This Plan is crucial to help
develop the future of Gamlingay as
YOU want it to be so please come
along and help us decide how
Gamlingay develops over the next
few years.
Annual Parish Meeting – the
following week we have our Annual
Parish Meeting on Tuesday 28th
April, again at the Eco Hub. The
Parish Meeting is a chance for
village groups and organisations, not
connected to the Parish Council, to
come along and tell us, and the rest
of the village, what they do. This
year we hope to have the theme of
‘emergency services’ which will give
us a chance to hear from the police,
ambulance and fire rescue services
that serve Gamlingay. The meeting
lasts about an hour and finishes with
some refreshments, so please do
join us.
As always, if you have any questions
about the work of the Parish Council
or want the latest news on anything
please get in touch with Kirstin
or Leanne on 650 310 or clerk@

gamlingay-pc.gov.uk., or look
on our website (www.gamlingaypc.gov.uk) or our Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/
Gamlingayparishcouncil or twitter
https://twitter.com/GamlingayPC
Everyone is very welcome at our
meetings which are at 7.30pm at the
Hub on the second Tuesday of every
month. This is YOUR village, so
don’t just grumble on the sidelines
– get involved and tell us what you
think so we can do the best job we
can of looking after the village which
we all call home.
Best wishes,
Sarah Groom
Chair of Gamlingay Parish Council

News from Gamlingay &
District History Society,
by Peter Wright.

The March meeting welcomed Dr Colin
Chapman, who is currently writing a
book about WW1 prisoner of war camps
in Cambridgeshire, one of which was in
Gamlingay.
‘Our’ camp was centred on Castle
House in Church Street (now Charnock
House) and opened on November 1st,
1918. The inmates were held in an area
within the house itself, and some of the
ground floor windows were boarded up
to discourage escaping. The small shop
next to the Co-op served as a guard
room. Camps were regularly inspected
by representatives from neutral powers,
and a Swiss delegation inspected
Gamlingay camp on 3rd August 1919,
when it had 37 inmates, all of whom
worked on local farms.
There were also camps in Caxton
(opened March 1918), Arrington
(opened Feb. 1918), and Hatley St
George (opened Nov. 1918), which
between them had 80 inmates in August
1919. Some of the inmates were not
repatriated until November 1919, well
after hostilities ceased - a policy that was
not popular among the prisoners. Our
next meeting is at 7.30pm on Monday
May 11th, when we welcome back local
historian Mike Petty, who will speak
about aspects of rural life in Victorian
Cambridgeshire. You can attend this
meeting as a guest for £3.00, or better
still, join the Society and get free
entry to all ten lectures and functions
throughout the year for only £15.00.
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Membership rates are reduced if you join
later in the year.
Take a look at our website, www.
gamlingayhistory.co.uk, or our sister
website, www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk, to
find out more about us and the history of
our village.
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Gamlingay Wood Community Award
The Wildlife Trust BCN are delighted to have been awarded a grant of £850 by the
Gamlingay Community Turbine Tithe Fund towards work at Gamlingay Wood.
The Turbine Tithe Fund is a local project which will significantly offset the village
carbon footprint - part of the profit being used to provide a regular income to
the village to be spent on local charities and community projects, hence the title
‘Community Turbine’. The project has been funded entirely by local residents and
businesses.
The Wildlife Trust funding will go towards essential coppicing work, mowing
‘rides’ in the wood as well as deer management, so proving of benefit for wildlife
and local people.
Gamlingay Wood has existed for at least
a thousand years, and the character and
diversity of wonderful wildlife here
reflects that longevity – from carpets of
bluebells in spring, to the russets and
umbers of autumn leaves, disguising a
variety of coloured fungi.

www.wildlifebcn.org/reserves/
gamlingay-wood
www.gamlingay-communityturbine.co.uk/
(photos courtesy Caroline Fitton)

10

The GAZETTE Hand delivered free to every household

Postal contributions may be sent to 82 Church Street

‘Gamlingay Has Talent’!
This was certainly proved to be
correct on 14th March when St.
Mary’s Church hosted their third
Talent Show. The hall was packed,
the acts were fantastic and the
evening was great fun and all
enjoyed the wonderful family
atmosphere. Rev Steve Rothwell,
ably assisted by Isaac and Leo,
compered the show and father and
sons did a fantastic job throughout
the evening.
Many thanks to all the brilliant
performers who sang, danced and
played a wide variety of instruments.
The enthusiastic audience was very
appreciative of the wide range of
talents and the winners were decided
by our highly technical clapometer.
We are very grateful to everyone
who helped in any way but especially
to Jane and Andrew Orchiston for
rigging and operating the stage
lights, to Acid Reflux for their
wonderful performance and for
providing and running the sound
system and to Andrea and Karen
at the Eco-hub for selling tickets for
us and being their usual helpful and
supportive selves.
Finally, congratulations to our
winners:

‘SAVE THE DATE’
Tuesday 23rd June
A MIDSUMMER SOIREE AT SOUTH
FARM - Shingay-cum-Wendy
Fundraising for Abington Pigotts Village
Hall
A concert featuring Adam Protz, pianist
composer, Caritas Harmony, ladies’ choir
and the Greenfield String Quartet
Fizz and canapes included in ticket price
of £25 at 7.15pm and the concert starts
at 7.45pm
South Farm will be opening their
glorious gardens for guests from 6pm
and there will be an opportunity to picnic
in the grounds - bring your own or book
one in advance.

Friendship Coffee
Mornings

Watch out for details of our next
event: ‘Gamlingay Festival of Choirs’
to be held on Saturday 6th June
St Mary’s Church Fundraising
Committee

Stay and Play Thursdays 13.30 15.00 for 0- 5 year olds.
Free. Engage with your child in a
variety of planned activities.
Health visitor advice and weighing
clinic on 2nd and 4th Thursdays at the
same time.
Takes place at The Ecohub,
Stocks Lane, Gamlingay, SG19 3JR
For more details call us on 01763
249815 or check our website. www.
cambridgeshirechildrenscentres.org.
uk Jane Malins
Senior Creche and Playworker

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

All welcome, 10:30am
Friendship Coffee Morning
Thursday 7th May
Philippa Smalls
43 Green End
If you need a lift please contact Gerry
Brunt
01767 650 693

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s
clubs etc.
£10 per hour
Please contact: Lindy Gorton
Tel: 01767 - 650 581

Sherri Wright, Chloe Wright and the
Gamlingay Community Choir.
All money raised will go to the
upkeep of your beautiful village
church so many, many thanks for all
your support.

Stepping Stones
Children’s Centre

I refer to the [Sandy Lions] newsletter
article re the maypole bought by
Sir Isaac Newton. He was born on
Christmas day 1642 and died on 20
March 1726 (or 1727 using the new
Gregorian calendar)
While he was a very talented man,
I am absolutely sure he did not
purchase the said maypole in 1771
!! (Being dead for 45 years!!) . If my
history is correct, he bought the pole
for a clergyman by the name of Rev
Pound, who was also an astronomer,
in order to support a very large
telescope that he built in 1717 – just
possibly a small typo gets you to
1771 – but it did make me chuckle!
Colin McCartney
Editor
Southill OUTLOOK

email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com

Hatley village hall

is available for general hiring every day
8.30am to 12 midnight
Full details can be found on the
website www.hatley.info or ring
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or
email mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
Basic hire charges per hour are £7.50
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater
for 85
seated
or 120
standing.
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EVERTON VILLAGE HALL
Available for hire for Parties,
Classes, Meetings & Exhibitions.
Excellent enclosed rear garden.

Unwell?
Choose Well

Choose
well.

Your pharmacist, GP or NHS 111 can
help you get treatment quickly
A&E is for life threatening emergencies only
for illnesses like
coughs
and colds see your
pharmacist

www.evertonvillagehall.org.uk

Contact Bookings Sec: 01767 682251

unsure where
to go or need
advice? call 111

POTTON SHOW
Each year Potton Show Committee has a
plant stall on the Market Square in order
to raise money towards the cost of the
Show which is held in September.
The stall this year will be held on the
morning of Saturday 16th May, where
we will also be selling homemade cakes
and holding a raffle.
There will be a wide range of plants
available at very reasonable prices so
why don’t you come along and buy your
plants ready for summer.

for illnesses like
headaches, sore
throats and
stomach aches Self-care

for illnesses that
won’t go away see your GP

Help your NHS save lives

www.choosewellcambs.nhs.uk

Do you like Football?
So does Benjamin.

Why not help him enjoy it....

SOUP LUNCHES
The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall continue to be held on the
4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.
Come and support this worthy cause and, for £5, enjoy
home-made soup, home made bread
pudding with cream or custard
followed by tea or coffee.
March April and May in support of Christian Aid

Eddie’s is looking
for volunteers for
its Befriending &
Family Support
Schemes.
It only takes a few
hours of your time
and it really does
change lives.

Like to know more?
Call us on
01223 883141
Email volunteer@
eddies.org.uk or scan
this code.
www.eddies.org.uk

Registered charity no. 1143944
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Greensands
Medical Practice
Website and Online
Services
We would like to take this opportunity
to remind patients about our website
www.greensands.org.uk
The website contains up to date
information on the Practice, our
Doctors, Prescriptions, our Clinics and
much more.
It also provides a link to our online
service “SystmOnline” which will allow
you to book GP appointments, renew
prescriptions and view a summary of
your medical record.
Please note that if you already
have an online account for booking
appointments and ordering repeat
prescriptions you will need to apply to
view a summary of your medical record.
If you would like to register to use
our online services please speak to a
member of our reception team.
Telephone: 01767 651 544

theWI
INSPIRING WOMEN

GAMLINGAY W.I.
February and
March 2015
February’s speaker, Mr. Horry Parsons,
had been ready to retire when he took
on the position of Project Manager
for the building of the Tower at St.
Edmundsbury Cathedral. This was an
excellent, amusing evening especially
when Horry recalled meeting with Prince
Charles.
The speaker for March, Mrs. Marion
Maule, made a welcome return visit
with a different topic “Curiouser and
Curiouser”. Marion passed round a
variety of unusual, obscure items and
much laughter ensued as the ladies tried
to guess what these where and where
they came from. This was again, an
interesting, informative evening with an
inspirational speaker.
by Gill Spaul
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Gamlinga

by Rhoda Lu

Welcome to the Gamlingay District
Writers’ Group newsletter for March
2015. Only seven of us met this month,
and someone forgot the biscuits but it
was nevertheless an enjoyable and lively
meeting with plenty of constructive
feedback on the work submitted.
1.
Review of targets
The theme for March was “Early
Memories” and six members had
managed to write to this theme. As often
happens, not everyone felt inspired to
follow suit and two members had instead
written short stories on their own choice
of subject.
2.
News from members
Our Chair has been working extremely
hard on her doctorate but has found time
to research websites that accept articles in
exchange for money.
One member reported that he has been
brave enough to try to crack the women’s
fiction market, submitting two stories to
Women’s Weekly magazine. Sadly he
has not yet been successful and may try
another outlet for his work.

(Please refer back to April
edition for additional details)

Another member has had a piece of
work accepted by NAWG magazine. It
is expected to appear in next month’s
edition. He has also signed up for the
‘Getting Published day’ on the 14th
March at Regents college London,
run by the Writers Workshop (www.
writersworkshop.co.uk).
3.
Other news
As previously reported, we will be
updating our web pages with stories
from each of our members. Members
have been asked to select a story they
have written during 2014 to go up on the
website to show samples of our writing.
Not everyone has done this yet! Please
send your chosen story to be included on
the web pages. http://gamlingaywriters.
weebly.com/
4.
Discussion of work
This month’s theme gave us rewarding
glimpses into earlier times. First days at
school are clearly etched deep into all our
minds and we could all identify with the
smell of new leather sandals and satchels
evoked by our members’ writing.

continued on page 15
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ay & District Writers’ Group

udford www.gamlingaywriters.weebly.com
We had a description of a first day
at Grammar school in the early 50s,
revealing the relative formality of school
life at that time and the real divide
between those who passed the 11+ exam
and those who did not. The reader could
feel his mixture of fear and excitement as
he went through the day.
We also had a first day at primary school,
conveying the high emotions experienced
on that day, not least by the mums. His
piece included an intriguing psychic
experience, to this day unexplained!
We had a submission giving us a
fascinating eye witness account of
memories of the Second World War,
including experiences of evacuation; the
taped up windows on underground trains;
Anderson shelters and the noise and
terror of the Blitz. More please.
We had someone sharing memories
from their childhood during WW2, in
particular the impact on family life of

having a father away in the army and
another describing an idyllic childhood in
a tiny Suffolk village which were like a
hug in a mug and a real joy to read. We
will return to this piece next month as not
everyone received the work by email.
Reminiscences on records bought since
the year 1960 displayed one writer’s
usual virtuosity as a wordsmith in this
highly entertaining romp through his
record collection, touching on popular
culture, social history, personal history,
politics and philosophy (as well as
music of course) – all written with the
apparent ease of a mindless stream of
consciousness.
The two off-topic stories were about an
unhappy wife who gets her revenge and
a moving and unusual feel-good story
set in a fictitious landscape in a fictitious
time. The writer explained that this was
part of a longer work.
5.
Aims for the coming month
You can find this year’s programme
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of topics on our website at http://
gamlingaywriters.weebly.com/
April’s task was to write a poem! Or, if
preferred, to write a piece in a different
genre to normal.
If you are part of the group and are
unable to attend a meeting, you can still
have your work discussed if you wish.
Please inform us before the meeting
and we will gather feedback into a short
summary which will be sent to you
after the meeting. This will hopefully
encourage our ‘virtual’ members who are
unable to attend each meeting to be able
to continue to contribute their work for
discussion.
6.
Tips for March
Here are 10 tips you may find interesting
from creative writing blog: write-tack.
co.uk. It’s worth a look.
http://blog.write-track.co.uk/writers/10tips-to-learn-from-a-creative-writinglecturer/
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Happy six-month
birthday to
Cambridgeshire’s
Victims’ Hub  
NEARLY 800 victims of crime in
Cambridgeshire have already benefited
from the skills and dedication of a team
of Victim Care Co-ordinators based in
the county’s police-led Victims’ Hub.
With the six-month anniversary of
its opening only days away the 10
staff have already had 3,340 victims
identified as requiring support referred to
them, provided emotional and practical
support to 781 people and wrote to a
further 11,630 victims to let them know
the service is there is they ever need it.
The locally-based Victim Care Coordinators work with the victims to
identify what they might need to help
them cope and recover from the impact
the crime has had on them. The staff
can also call on a number of specialist
services, commissioned in the main by
the Police and Crime Commissioner, to
provide additional support. This includes
Community Psychiatric Nurses who are
able to conduct an assessment and then
help refer individuals to appropriate
support in their local area. A team of
15 newly-trained volunteers is also
available to provide face-to-face support
to those people who require it.
Early feedback has been encouraging
with people thanking the Victim Care
Co-ordinators saying they “couldn’t
have coped” without them. One victim
said they “helped us move forward
feeling positive”, while another said “I
didn’t know where to turn to” and the
co-ordinator “guided me to get the help I
know I needed.”
This feedback has already convinced
Sir Graham Bright, the county’s
Police and Crime Commissioner, that
commissioning a local integrated service
for victims of crime rather than retaining
the contract with the existing provider
was the right thing to do.
He said: “In Cambridgeshire we made
the decision to put victims at the centre
of policing and offer support based on
need, not crime type. I am delighted that
our decision to open the Victims’ Hub

Boost to
101
phone service
and use local experts to meet local needs
has proved so effective. I would like to
congratulate the Hub Implementation
Manager Steve Welby, his team and
all the partners involved in providing
a service that is clearly valued by the
people who have had cause to use it.”
The Ministry of Justice made the move
from national to local commissioning
of support services for victims of
crime in 2014. The central funding
was re-allocated to Police and Crime
Commissioners to provide services
bespoke to their local areas.
Sir Graham added: “By being bold and
taking the lead nationally we have been
able to share our experiences with other
Police and Crime Commissioners as
they develop their own plans to support
victims.”
When someone reports a crime in
Cambridgeshire an Initial Victim Needs
Assessment is carried out to identify
those victims who require additional
support. Their details are passed onto
the Hub staff. This ensures support is
offered based on need rather than crime
type. Victims of crime, who haven’t
reported their experience to the police
can also request support by calling the
Hub direct.
Victims’ Hub Implementation Manager,
Steve Welby said: “The first six months
have been incredible with the team
taking calls from day one. I have been
hugely impressed with the passion and
dedication shown by everyone in making
this new service such a success.”
Looking to the future the Hub will
continue to expand its services further
including developing the support
available to victims of anti-social
behaviour.
Further information visit the Victims’
Hub website

www.cambsvictimshub.co.uk

Cambridgeshire Constabulary is
recruiting 10 more call handlers and
investing in new equipment in a move to
further improve performance of the 101
service.
The move was agreed at a high
level meeting this week between the
Constabulary and Police and Crime
Commissioner, Sir Graham Bright.
The Police Service Centre, where the
101 calls are answered, receives around
30,000 calls a month. Over 90% are
answered within the target of 30 seconds
with an average pick up time of 5 to
8 seconds. This fast pick-up has been
prioritised in order to ensure that all
calls are assessed quickly to make sure
they are not emergency 999 calls.
Around half the calls can be dealt with
immediately. However, half need to be
transferred to another member of staff
and in these cases there can be a delay
during busy periods.
Most transferred calls are dealt with
quickly and efficiently with an average
wait time in February of 3 minutes 28
seconds. However, some callers have
had to wait considerably longer and
public dissatisfaction with the 101
service remains one of the most common
complaints received by the Police and
Crime Commissioner.
In order to overcome delays during
peak call periods and to meet public
expectation, over £300,000 is being
invested in recruiting and training 10
additional members of staff.
Commenting on the decision, Police
and Crime Commissioner, Sir Graham
Bright, said: “I am well aware from
comments made to me by the public
that delays in answering 101 calls is a
big issue. I consider 101 a front line
service and as such people get incredibly
frustrated if they want to report a crime
but are unable to get through quickly. In
response to this I have agreed with the
Chief Constable to invest in more staff
and new technology in order to help
continued on page 17
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continued from page 16

the Police Service Centre better cope with periods of high demand. I would like to
pay tribute to the incredible job that the call handlers do, often dealing with difficult
situations and under considerable pressure.”
This investment will build on the £60,000 already invested in the new Interactive
Voice Response (IVR) system and the Queuebuster System currently being installed.
The Interactive Voice Response system is due to become operational in April
2015 and will be an upgrade to the current model, allowing callers to be routed
to their required destination in a more timely and efficient manner. It will include
improved options to route calls direct to officers, reducing demand on 101 staff. The
Queuebuster System will give callers the option of a ring back whilst retaining their
place in the queue.
Detective Superintendent Chris Mead, Head of Contact Management with
Cambridgeshire Constabulary, said: “We have put a lot of time into exploring the
various options for improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the Police Service
Centre. Through a combination of more staff and new technology, the investment
agreed this week will enable us to better meet the public’s expectations when using
the 101 service. Being a 101 call handler is a highly skilled job and it takes time to
properly train the operatives. While we will begin the recruitment process right away
it will take several months to feel the true benefit of the new staff coming through.”

by Karen Aitkins of All Green
Landscapes Ltd
May is a lovely time of year. Spring
is well under way and we can smell
Summer in the air. Our thoughts turn to
our gardens possibly neglected during
the winter, now coming into bud and
bloom. Everything is waking up and we
just want to get out there and start doing
things.
This is a great time of year to prepare
our gardens for hopefully an early
Summer. There is nothing worse than
having an unexpected heat wave in May
and the garden is totally unprepared
for entertaining. You will have already
started mowing the grass at the end of
March.
Firstly a good tidy up is a must.
Create a good compost area or tidy up
your original one, being careful of any
hibernating hedgehogs. Give the patio
and pathways a good jet wash bringing
back its original finish, washing away
all the moss. Clean all patio furniture
and BBQ and re-cover.Hoe away all
weeds and edge up all borders that
have become a bit frayed. This will
immediately make things look fresher.
Dead head tulips and daffodils and allow
to die back naturally. Treat your borders
to fresh bark mulch.

Lawns at this time of year can benefit
from a good feed. Choose a high
nitrogen fertilizer to encourage a healthy
looking lawn, being careful around
ponds and streams. Repair bald spots
with seed but avoid these areas when
cutting your lawn especially when
the young shoots pop their heads up.
Sprinkle a light covering of compost
over seed to discourage the birds and
water in.

'ĂŵůŝŶŐĂǇŽǁůƐůƵď



Have you bowled before and

,ĂǀĞǇŽƵďŽǁůĞĚďĞĨŽƌĞĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚůŝŬ
would like to join the local club?
ŽƵƌůŽĐĂůĐůƵď͍
Have you ever wanted to try

Lawn Bowls?
,ĂǀĞǇŽƵĞǀĞƌǁĂŶƚĞĚƚŽƚƌǇ>ĂǁŶŽǁ

The bowls club is looking for new,
dŚĞďŽǁůƐĐůƵďŝƐůŽŽŬŝŶŐĨŽƌŶĞǁĂŶĚĂůƐŽĞǆƉĞ
and
also experienced members, so
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐƐŽĐŽŵĞĂŶĚŐŝǀĞŝƚĂƚƌǇ͘
come and give it a try.
zŽƵĂƌĞŝŶǀŝƚĞĚƚŽĐŽŵĞĚŽǁŶƚŽ'ĂŵůŝŶŐĂǇŽ
You are invited to come down to
ƚŚĞďŽƚƚŽŵŽĨƚŚĞƌĞĐƌĞĂƚŝŽŶŐƌŽƵŶĚďĞŚŝŶĚƚŚ
Gamlingay
Bowls Club at the bottom
ƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐĞǀĞŶŝŶŐƐƚŽŐŝǀĞŝƚĂƚƌǇĨŽƌĨƌĞĞ͘
of the recreation ground behind the
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ͘/ĨǇŽƵĞŶũŽǇŝƚ͕ǇŽƵĂƌĞǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŽũŽ
Community centre Eco hub on the
ŶĞǁŵĞŵďĞƌƐĂƌĞĂůǁĂǇƐǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͘
following
evenings to give it a try for
free.
Bowls
will be
ƚŚ provided. If you
ĂƚϲͲϭϱƉŵ
DŽŶĚĂǇƉƌŝůϮϬ
enjoy it, you are welcome to join
ƚŚ
ĂƚϲͲϭϱƉŵ
DŽŶĚĂǇƉƌŝůϮϳ
the
club, new members
are always
welcome.
/ĨǇŽƵĐĂŶ͛ƚŵĂŬĞƚŚĞĂďŽǀĞĚĂƚĞƐĨŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽ
Monday, 20th April 6.15pm
ƌŝĂŶŽŶϬϭϳϲϳϲϱϭϬϮϬƚŽĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĂŶĂůƚĞƌŶĂƚŝǀ
Monday, 27th April 6.15pm
ŽƵƚďŽǁůƐ͘
Or call Brian on 651 020 to arrange
an
 alternative day to try out bowls
All potted plants will need to be
watered now, even if we have been
having plenty of rain. Pots do not retain
water like the borders. So any plants in
pots, tubs or hanging baskets bedding or
otherwise should be watered every day
and twice a day if very dry.
Above all enjoy your garden.

Prune overcrowded dead or diseased
clematis and any frost damaged
evergreen shrubs. We do not recommend
hedge cutting or tree loping at this
time of year due to nesting birds. All
maintenance done to hedges, trees and
large shrubs needs to be done sensitively
with this in mind.
At the end of May providing we have
no late frosts bedding plants can be set
out. If they have been bought from a
nursery and they are well established
they will be more hardy but may still
need to be protected. If you have grown
them yourself in a greenhouse perhaps
wait until early June to plant out. Make
sure you water well.
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Harry Cook – the
Coalman

by his Grandson, Nick Bruce
the then rationed cuntry.
Working at the Grange
during the War included
looking
after
Italian
Prisoners of War from
nearby Woodbury Hall and
3 befriended Harry and his
family. One in particular
enjoyed England so much
that he stayed after the War
and settled with his wife and
children in Bassingbourn
and both families often
visited each other.

Royston Station early in the morning
and sometimes not finish work until
5pm, with only a flask of tea and a
sandwich with his favourite pickled
onions or hard boiled eggs.

One of Harry’s jobs was
growing tomatoes and
delivering them to shops
in the area; this he did on a
motorcycle and sidecar.

Harry Arthur Cook was born in 1908
in Shuddy Camps, near Cambridge,
the eldest child of Arthur and Eleanor
Cook. When Harry was very young,
the family moved to a council house
in Cinques Road. The family grew in
size with the arrivals of Percy, Bill,
Eva, Charlie, Gwen and Lol.
Harry joined the Scouts and was also
a boxer for a while. Harry’s Mum died
at a young age and Gwen and Harry
took over looking after the family.
After a few jobs, Harry settled at
Merton Grange which had a farm and
garden with lots of fruit and veg.
He met his future wife, Elsie, at a
dance near Cambridge. They had four
daughters – Wendy (Mary), Norma
(Nick’s Mum), Eunice and Julia (Julie).
For a time, before Julie was born, the
family lived at Block Bridge which is
part of Merton Grange.
During World War II, Harry stayed
at Merton Grange to grow crops for
18

After the War, the family
moved to 11 Manor Road
and Harry took a job for
Vinters Coal Company
delivering coal. He would
pick his load up every
morning from the Station
goods yard and deliver to
Villages around this area.
Vinters had an office at the
Station Yard, the entrance
to which was up stairs on the outside
of a two storey building. The coal
was taken from the heaps with a
tractor and low loader and put in
the hoppers. Harry would then pull
a shoot lever and bounce the coal
sacks up and down to fill them. He
would then stack the sacks two or
three high on the back of the Lorry.
With the extra money from this job,
Harry bought a Vanguard car which
was, of course, black as most cars in
the 1950’s.
Harry became a well known face on
the coal rounds and would easily
carry the 100 cwts of coal all day
long, although he was a very wiry
man.
After the station closed, Harry left
Vinters and worked for a small coal
firm in Ashwell, Richard Gardener,
but mostly with the same round.
Harry would pick up his load from

The GAZETTE Hand delivered free to every household

In the mid 1970’s, Harry gave up
work for Gardeners and started work
for his third cal delivery firm, Roger
Coningtons of Mill Hill, Gamlingay;
again working with a large flat bodied
T Kay lorry.
As Harry went past retirement age,
Roger Conington asked him to take
things easier and Harry moved to

Postal contributions may be sent to 82 Church Street

answering the phone taking Orders,
but he would often be seen out with
a pick up delivering coal.
With all daughters away from home,
Elsie and Harry moved to a bungalow
in Blythe Way and he lived his last

years there.

Harry played in a Gamlingay Football
Charity Match in the late 1970’s at
the age of 68 and thoroughly enjoyed
himself. He died in 1983 at the age
of 75. some of the Village’s older
residents will still remember “Harry
Cook – the Coalman”.
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Braised lettuce with pea and broad bean
I once had a holiday job with Bird’s Eye, working with the radio communications section. It
was an eye-opener with the speed with which the peas were harvested, blanched and packed –
well within two hours! I love peas, popping open the pod and eating the raw peas, but when
you consider that, unless you have grown them yourself, they are probably at least a day old
if bought from a shop, frozen are much fresher. The same applies to Broad Beans. I actually
like the bitter dryness of the bean skins, but they can easily be removed, and the process does
not take long. This dish is delicious, full of summer flavours.
Serves two (easily doubled for more)

There are many more vegetarian recipes in my book “Roderick’s Vegetarian Recipes”, proceeds of the sale go to Gamlingay Church.

Ingredients:

For the Rice
100gm/4oz Basmati Rice
25gm/1oz Butter
50gm Grated Parmesan type cheese
Juice of one small lemon
250ml/9Fl oz water
Good bunch of chopped Chives

For the Braised Lettuce
Knob of butter
Splash of Olive Oil
3 or 4 spring onions, chopped into 6mm/¼inch slices
3 garlic cloves, sliced
2 Little Gem lettuces
200ml Vegetable stock –
½ teaspoon of Marigold Stock powder in 125ml/4fl oz water
1 teaspoon of sugar
Sprig of Tarragon, chopped
3 tbsp single cream or Crème Fraîche
300g frozen Petits Pois
300g Broad Beans

Method

For the rice:
Boil the water. Place the butter and ½ teaspoon of salt in a saucepan and melt the butter on a high heat. Add the rice and
cook for about 1 minute until the rice is well buttered and starting to change colour to white. Add the water. Reducc the
heat to very low, cover the pan and leave to simmer for 15 mins.
Meanwhile:
The Braised Lettuce:
Melt the butter in a large sauté pan with a lid. Fry the Spring Onions and the Garlic gently for about 5 mins (don’t let the
Garlic burn), until softened. Meanwhile, clean the lettuces and trim the bases (remove any coarse outer leaves). Cut the
lettuces in half lengthways, through the base, if they are large, cut into quarters.
Place the lettuce cut-side up on top of the onions and cook for half a minute, then turn over and cook for another 30 secs, if
quartered repeat for each cut side. Pour over the stock and lightly season. Put the lid on the pan, reduce the heat to low and
cook for 10 mins.
With a slotted spoon, lift the lettuces out and put into a sieve over a bowl. Add the sugar, tarragon and a good grinding of
pepper. Raise the heat under the pan and boil the juices until reduced by half. Add the Cream or Crème Fraîche, Petits Pois
and Broad Beans together with the lettuce and boil for 1 or 2 mins stirring gently until heated through.
To serve, add the parmesan and chives to the rice with the lemon juice and stir gently to break up the grains. Spoon the
rice onto individual plates and pour over the Braised Lettuce, Peas and Beans – don’t forget to add the creamy sauce!
Slurpily enjoy!
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Gamlingay Baptist Holiday Club
Last summer GBC ran the Scripture Union holiday club . The church was transformed
(almost beyond recognition) into the Mega Makers workshop where the children, referred to as ‘Mechanics’ met
Boffin the inventor, his side kick Brainwave and the ‘Mega Machine’.The old school hall was transformed into the
mechanic’s toolsheds, with each mechanic trying to score points for their toolshed throughout the week.
The children (and adults) had a brilliant time, playing games, doing ‘mega challenges’ (including dropping eggs
from the balcony without damaging them), singing all sorts of action songs and generally having fun. We finished
the week with a family BBQ and celebration where the mechanics could show their parents what they had been
up to.

After the success of Mega Makers this year we will be setting off to cooler climates and as we run the Polar
Explorers holiday club. The ‘Explorers’ will meet Sir Random Finds and Bare Feet! Places are limited so book
early to avoid disappointment.

18th – 21st August
Tues, Wed , Thur 10am-12.30pm
Fri 5pm-7.30pm
£1 per child per day

Limited places available - To Book a place phone James Gilbert (01767) 651519

The Gazette is not a vehicle for political parties. As such, we do not carry policy details for any
political organisations. However, we do include reports on the activities of our Parish Council, District
and County when they are provided to us.
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Gamlingay and Gransden Scouts update
All major scouting challenge
awards presentation ceremony
The Gamlingay and Gransden Scouts
have achieved a full house of all the
major scouting challenge awards over
the last year and held a special awards
presentation. The evening was held in
Little Gransden Hall.
The evening was a great success and
great fun. The master of Ceremonies was
Phil Wood, the Explorer scout master,
who is leading a group of scouts to the
23rd Scout Jamboree in Japan this year,
and has been both a scout and explorer
leader, for many years at the same time.
Throughout the evening the awards were
presented to scouts from all levels of the
organization from the Gamlingay and
Gransden cubs, scouts explorers and one
of our Gamlingay Cub leaders, Lewis
Davis, was awarded his wood beads.
Well done to:Cubs:
Chief Scout silver award: Harry BagnallWichett and James Busby
Scouts:
Chief Scout Gold award: Harry Bevis
Explorers:

Explorer Belts for undertaking self-led
expeditions in a foreign country: Josh
Robinson & Beth Elwood
Queens Scout Award (the highest
scout award) to Mark Jefferd

The details of these awards can be found
on the scout website; these awards are
not just given away, the scouts have to
work for them and should be celebrated
for this great achievement.
The presentation of the awards
broken up by each of the scout groups
performing a scout trick or sketch, these
are normally the type of fun activities
performed around the evening fire when
camping, this including the explorers
taking a little revenge on the parents and
some leaders by setting up a bobbing
apple on a string eating competition, no
hands allowed even if the apple fell to
the floor. This was won by Barry Jefferd,
achieving great things appears to run in
the family!
22

And a special mention and thank you
was presented to William Colebrook,
Ben Barker and Charlie Jackson for,
off their own volition, to undertake the
redecorating of the scout hut over the
Christmas period.
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Cub Scout Junk modeling
competition
Each year, scouting runs a Junk
modelling competition between the cub
packs of the district. This year three
packs competed for the prizes.
The theme is only announced at the start
and then the cubs have approximately
two hours to plan and build their models
from the Junk. Each cub
built their own models receiving
minimum help from any parents or
leaders there.
This year the theme was Robots, or
anything directly related to robots or
robotics.
The Cubs all worked intensively and
well, producing some really good
models, as can be seen from the pictures.
I am pleased to say that the Gamlingay
Cubs won
Equal first (Toby Pilkington, matching
his brothers first place in the 2011
competition),
Equal Second (Zachary Wright )and
Equal Third (Jake Watson) with good
models from all the Cubs taking part.
The Cubs shared all the Junk between
them and are a credit to the Village.
Shere Khan
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GAMLINGAY RESIDENTS’
ASOCIATION (GRA)
There has been a lot of interest shown
lately in Gamlingay Residents’ Association. The Association was formed 4 years
ago with the objective of safeguarding
the interests of residents by providing a
channel of communication and a means
of co-operation with the Parish Council.
It provides a forum for detailed discussion of matters affecting the village and
encourages clear flows of information,
striving to ensure that any project carried
out by the Parish Council is conducted in
a proper and legal manner.
For example, GRA can monitor council
use of Section 106 money. Section 106
agreements are negotiated between
a developer and council to offset the
negative impact of a development. These
agreements must meet all the following
tests. They must be:
• Necessary to make the proposed
development acceptable in planning
terms
• Directly related to the proposed
development
• Fairly and reasonably related in
scale and in kind to the proposed
development.
How the money is used depends on the
circumstances of the particular case, but
this could include:

conduct of Parish business by whatever
legal means seem appropriate.
GRA has been inactive for some time,
but the interest shown in it recently has
prompted moves to reform it. One initial
meeting has taken place, and further
meetings are planned for the future. As
they say … WATCH THIS SPACE!

News from The Lodge
Sandy
Beds
SG19 2DL
Call; 01767 680541
www.rspb.org.uk/thelodge

Most events have limited numbers.
Please book to avoid disappointment.
All walks start from the Gatehouse
shop unless otherwise stated.
Car Park and entrance charge of £5
applies to all events for non-RSPB
members.
May Events 2015

Other issues of concern to residents at
the moment include road surfaces, the
Neighbourhood Plan and the proposed
new developments in West Road and
Green End.

Binocular and Telescope Event
Thurs 7th, Sat 9th and Sun 10th May
10 am – 4 pm
Impartial, friendly advice on choosing
the best binoculars, telescopes and
accessories to suit your needs. Take
your time comparing the different
models and have the chance to try them
outdoors, to help you to make the right
choice.
Some of these open days are run with
Viking Optical.
Don’t worry if you can’t make these
dates as our shop staff and volunteers
are always happy to help you choose
from the full range of RSPB binoculars
and telescopes.
Cost: Free entry to the shop. Normal
reserve entry fees apply if visiting the
trails

In very broad terms, GRA aims to
ensure that local government activities
are legal, proper, transparent, and of
benefit to all the residents of Gamlingay.
Where necessary, it aims to influence the

National Dawn Chorus Day
Sunday 3th May
5:30 am - 8 am
Experience the magic of an English
woodland as it wakes up and comes

• Provision of roads and drainage
improvements necessary to service the
proposed development
• Provision of affordable housing and
business space
• Provision of compensatory
measures for any wildlife habitat lost
to development and relocation of
protected species
• Financial contributions to supporting
infrastructure, such as transport,
schools, recreation and open space, and
recycling.
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alive with the sound of birdsong at
Dawn. Enjoy a tasty full English
breakfast after the walk.
Vegetarian option available, please
advise on booking.
Book and pay in advance essential.
Cost; adults £13, RSPB members £10,
Children £5, RSPB Wildlife Explorers
£4
Birds for Beginners
Sun 17th May
10.30 am -12:30 pm
Our ever popular walk. Discover how to
identify the birds that you see on your
walks and in your gardens, and how to
get the best out of your optics.
Cost; adults £6, RSPB members £4,
children £3, RSPB Wildlife Explorers £2
Booking highly recommended limited
numbers.
Spring and Artists Fair
10 am – 5 pm
Sunday 31st May
The Spring Fair is set in the grounds
of The RSPB headquarters with lots of
exciting and interesting stalls to browse
through. Treat yourself to exciting gifts,
arts, crafts, plants and produce and visit
the Beds Artists Network zone with
some fun art workshops and activities
for the children.
Savoury and sweet crepes, bacon baps,
burgers /sausages and hot and cold
drinks for sale.
£3 per car entrance fee- some small
charges for activities.

Postal contributions may be sent to 82 Church Street

LIVING
WITH TYPE 2
DIABETES?

So are we.

Type 2 Together connects you with other people who have
diabetes near you. Join a relaxed and informal group to:
- Learn more about Type 2 diabetes and living with
a lifelong condition
- Share experiences and information
- Support each other and make new friends
- Discover classes, support and activities in your area.

www.diabetes.org.uk/Type-2-Together

TYPE2
TOGETHER

Ghost Story – The
Unknown Passenger
Back in the mid-1960’s, a lorry driver
from Gamlingay had to drive 5 nights
per week to Brentwood to pick up
merchandise for local factories in
Gamlingay, Sandy and Biggleswade.
In those days, the main route was
through the Hatleys and then down
the A10. He would stop every night in
a café in Royston for a mug of tea and
a bacon butty before his night’s work.
He would leave Gamlingay about
1.30 am to be back and delivered by
six in the morning.
All went well for seven years until one

The driver, relieved he had not
knocked her over those few nights
earlier, settled back and drove on with
the young lady beside him. Only then
did he realise she was dressed in the
same clothes as before and, being a
bit curious, he asked if she had seen
him two nights previous. She replied
that she had seen him many times
along the route of the A10 and said
no more.
The lorry driver said he would be
calling in at an all night café near
Royston and she was welcome to
join him if she wished, which she
accepted. As they neared the café,
the driver noticed his Headlights were
not as bright as they should be and
decided to stop at the garage next
door to the café to check his lights
out.

Interested?
Email Type2Together@diabetes.org.uk
or call 0345 123 2399 to ﬁnd out more.

Supported by

before, she was standing in the same
place but this time the lorry driver
stopped before he got to her and
lent over and opened the passenger
door. The young lady greeted him
and asked for a lift to the outskirts of
London.

particular night when there was a fog
so he decided to leave early to get
back on time. His lorry was difficult to
start so by the time he left it was 11.50
pm and as he went through Hatley
the fog was very thick and just as he
went under some overhanging trees,
he saw the figure of a young lady in a
long dark coat, with her long fair hair
tied in a ribbon. One minute she was
on the grass verge, then she seemed
to be in front of him. He swerved and
braked and was sure he had hit her
but although he looked everywhere
there was no sign of her at all.
Two days later, the fog was thick
again so, as before, he set of earlier
and only then did his mind drift back
to the strange young lady. He drove
very slowly up to Hatley and, just as
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As they arrived, another lorry driver
was filling up with Derv and as the
Gamlingay driver got out, he told
his passenger he would only be a
moment. The other Driver looked at
him strangely and looked at his lorry
but said nothing. After replacing a bulb
in his Headlight, the Gamlingay driver
went to get back in his cab, only to
find it empty. He had been in full view
all the time and hadn’t see or heard
his passenger leave but thought she
had decided to go to the café. When
he entered the café, he only saw the
driver who had been filling up his lorry
and the cook from the café.
He asked if they had seen his
passenger; the cook said “no”, and
to his horror the other driver said
that there was no-one else in his cab
when he pulled in and that was why
he had looked at him strangely as he
wondered who he had been speaking
to. The Gamlingay driver went about
his evening’s work but his mind was
only with his strange passenger from
continued on page 26
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continued from page 25
Sotham Renewable Energy

earlier.
He told no-one and as time passed
he put the incident to the back of his
mind until near on three years later
and one particular night as the fog
rolled in and he set off on his regular
journey. As he neared the spot where
his passenger had been those two
occasions before, he slowed but did
not see anyone but to his total horror
as he rounded the bend there she
was in his headlight beam standing
about ten feet or so away in a grass
field. His eyes were glued to her as
he passed and he saw her smile and
wave. He stopped and jumped out of
his cab, only to find there was no-one
there – she had disappeared again.
After that night, he never saw the
strange passenger again but he often
wondered about her and who she
was, but mentioned her to no-one –
that was until just before he retired.
For the last six months, he did the
same trip but during the daytime. As
he passed the tiny near cottage near
where he picked up the strange young
lady, he saw an old lady tending her
garden and curiosity got the better of
him. He parked his lorry up and went
back to the old lady.
He got into conversation with her
and asked if she had seen the young
lady from eight years previous. The
old lady went into her cottage and
returned with a picture. It was of the
driver’s strange passenger – just as
he remembered her. He was relieved
for a moment and explained how he
gave her a lift in 1965 on his night trip
to Brentwood. He was then horrorstruck as the old lady said that it
couldn’t be her – the girl in the picture
was her daughter and one night, in
1959, whilst hitchhiking from London,
she was struck by a lorry and killed.
The lorry driver finished his deliveries
and only then did he tell his wife of the
strange passenger.

Home End, Fulbourn, Cambs, CB21 5BS

Tel- 01223 881081
Email- info@sotham.co.uk

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE RENEWABLE HEAT INCENTIVE or RHI SCHEME?
It's a government backed scheme that pays you to produce
your own electricity, heating and hot water

If you change your expensive fossil fuel or Electic heating to
an approved Renewable source, YOU COULD BE PAID UP
TO £2,000 PER YEAR FOR THE NEXT 7 YEARS plus save
up to 40% on your current heating bills

Renewable Energy sources include Solar PV (Electricity), Solar Thermal (Hot Water), Air Source
Heat Pump's (Heating) and Biomass (Heating) - all of these quailfy for government payments
We also have a range of other exciting products to enhance the benefits of the above sources ask us about Tadpole's, Thermaskirt and Solar Cache
SOTHAM RENEWABLE ENERGY ARE FULLY MCS CERTIFIED TO DESIGN, SUPPLY AND
INSTALL RENEWABLE TECHNOLOGIES INTO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS. WE ARE LOCAL,
COMPETITIVE AND HAVE OVER 8 YRS EXPERIENCE

Come and visit our on site
demonstration trailer, have
a no obligation chat and
enjoy a cup of fresh
fairtrade tea or coffee

www.sotham-renewableenergy.co.uk
01223 881 081
info@sotham.co.uk
Sotham Renewable Energy is a trading name of Sotham Engineering Services Limited

Picture Puzzler No: 3

I am pleased to say that entries have started to come in from the previous
edition’s Puzzler. Don’t worry if you have not entered yet.
The only Deadline for all these Puzzlers is 31st December 2015.
Please just make sure that when entering by email or note through my door,
you include your name, telephone number or email address, which Puzzler
number/edition and your answer, including, if requested, a precise location/
where the picture was taken from.
I will announce the overall winner in the March 2016 edition.
So, where is this building now long gone?
I look forward to hearing from you – Nick

nb777@btinternet.com
No: 80-82 Church Street
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Breathalyser tests
to be trialled at Cambridge
pubs and nightclubs
REVELLERS may well find themselves
asked to take a breath test in order to get
into Cambridge pubs and nightclubs as
part of a pilot scheme to combat binge
drinking.
The breathalyser kits will be issued to
security staff at busy city centre venues
who will be able to request a breath test
from individuals who already seem to be
heavily intoxicated.
The breathalysers would not be used
as a requirement to entry but would be
one of the tools available to support
security staff who often become the
victims of drunk aggressive behaviour in
denying entry to venues to those who are
obviously intoxicated.
Funding for the trail has been provided
by Police and Crime Commissioner Sir
Graham Bright to help combat alcohol
misuse and subsequent alcohol incidents.
Alcohol is a factor in around half of all
violent crime and it is estimated that the
annual cost to UK society of alcohol
related harm is £21 billion1.
Trials in other parts of the country have
been found to reduce the number of
disorders at venues by around a third.
The devices are very accurate and can
even pick up whether “soft drinks” being
carried into venues actually contain
alcohol.  
Twenty devices are to be made available
to twenty venues making harder for
intoxicated members of the public
choosing a drinking venue to avoid the
devices.
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WHAT’S ON IN MAY
Over 50’s walks

Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome. Phone 654 891 for further
information.

Wednesday 6th May, Thursday 4th
June, Wednesday 1st July, Thursday
30th July
Gardening Club
Monthly meetings held at the WI Hall, 7:30pm (not June, July or August)
WI

7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 19th May

Irina Kirillova MBE, ‘Travelling in Russia with Royalty’

Tuesday, 16th June

H Mark Linney, ‘Help for Heroes’

Parental Forum, GVC

7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

see school website

Wednesdays NEW

Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor work. £5 per
class.
10.00-11.00 at St Mary’s Church Hall (near The Emplins).

Fridays

9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall.

Soup lunches

Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall.

Total wellness workout

Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights
Second Monday of the month

8pm at The Cock, but to secure a table please come a little earlier. £1 per
head, raising money for Charity. New teams always welcome. Varied themes.

Gamlingay Community Centre Hub Community events. See Village information for all Library details
Monday

Libary open
Library open

Toddlers’ story time and craft session

9.15am - 10.00am
2.00pm - 8.00pm

Library open

Board games

10.00am - 12.00

Indoor Carpet bowls

Friendly group, just drop in and pay and play

1.30pm- 3.30pm

Parish Council

2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month Public Meetings

7.00pm

Gamlingay Players

Hayley Parker 652 992 Small friendly society who
produce plays and pantomime

8.00pm - 10.00pm

Tuesday

Wednesday
Toddler story time

11.30pm

Library open Free computer
training

Free, friendly computer training for beginners Please
contact the library to book

12.30pm - 3.15pm

GEAG

Gamlingay Environmental Action Group - monthly
meeting

8:00pm - 10.00pm

Stay and Play

0-5yrs Free.

1.30pm - 3.00pm

Health visitor

Health visitor advice and Weighing clinic on 2nd
and 4th Thursdays

Thursday

Library open

4.00pm - 7.00pm

Youth Cafe and Club

Local children’s group - Cafe YR4+
Club YR 8+

5.15pm - 9.00pm

Gamlingay
Players

Small friendly society who produce plays and
pantomime

8.00pm - 10.00pm

Saturday
Library open
28
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WHAT’S ON IN MAY
Baby and Toddler clinic

Community Centre Ecohub

2nd and 4th Thursdays

1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments.

Parish Council

For information contact the Clerk on 650 310

2nd and 4th Tuesday each month

7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub

2nd Tuesday each month

7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub

Hatley Parish Council

Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde 650 596 or email hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.
info. Details on the website www.hatley.info or noticeboards

Tuesday, 19th May

APM and AGM 7:30pm

The Gazette
1st May

June copy deadline

4th June

July/August Summer double edition

Gamlingay Writers

Please contact Rhoda Ludford for full details

1st Tuesday of the month
Guitar Club

Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff
Bruerton on 650748

Sandy and District Round Table

Contact Lee Packham-Brown

1st and 3rd Monday of each month

A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes

St Mary’s choir practice
Thursdays

6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers

Guild of St Mary’s

Church Hall 7:30pm, all ladies welcome

Monday, 18th May

Timber Framed Buildings by Helen Gibson

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group
(GAMARCH)
First Thursday of the month

7:30pm at the WI Hall

Bellringers
Thursdays

7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay

Photographic Society

Meetings are term time at the Village College Fridays 8 pm start.
New members most welcome. Phone: 651 025

Friday 1st May

Studio night format to be announced

History Society

7.30pm , Village College Free to members, £3 at door for visitors

Monday, 11th May

Mike Petty, Victorian Cambridgeshire; aspects of rural life; 1839-1838
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PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND
EDUCATION
Mucky Pups
Jeanette Rafferty 652 047
Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori
Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645
0771 4821
940
Rainbow Preschool
Sunshine Preschool

Julie Prior
Ann Wiseman

Everton Preschool

Julie

Care Club
SCHOOLS
Village College
First School
Carers Group
SPORTS
Bowls Club
Football Club

Junior Football School
Tennis Club
Fitness Workshop

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church
Hall
WI Hall
Social Club
Methodist Chapel
Hatley St George
Village Hall
Ecohub Manager
CHURCHES
Baptist Church,
Minister,
St Mary The Virgin,
Rector:
SCHOOLS
First School
Village College
First School
Association
Village College
Friends Association

30

Natalie
closed

652 157
0770 3770
676
07814 815
491
691 477

Office
Office
Bridget Smith

650 360
650 208
650 510

Brian
Chair:
Brian
Culverhouse
(youth teams)

651 020
651 020

Brian
Culverhouse
John Gray

651 020

Kate Golding

651 215

Parish Council
Martin Hull
Parish Council
Mr Marshall

650 310
650418
650 310
650 971

Andrea
Hutchison

0798 0612
077

654 165
651 785

James Gilbert

651 519

Steven
Rothwell

650 568

Head J
Newman
Head C
Pheysey
Via school
office
Village College

650 208
650 360
650 208
650 360
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YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay
Guides
1st Gamlingay
Brownies
1st Gamlingay
Rainbows
Tinuwen Rangers
Scouting enquiries
Gamlingay Cubs
Gamlingay
Gransden Cubs
Gamlingay Scouts
Thursday

Benita Scott

650 547

Jane Brown

652 997

Helen Brown

449 043

Irene Gray

651 212

ggescoutsmemenqs@gmail.com

Steve Palmer
Barry Jefferd

651 532
261 000

Brandon Booth 07812
049139
b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts
Chris Elwood
07879
Friday
698477
Explorers
Phil Wood
01480
830 866
(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club
Carol Wright or 651 120
Chris Robins
651 119
Youth Club
07929
Lucy Rands
453235
Youth Cafe
HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS
Gamlingay Players
Hayley Parker
652 992
Bell Ringers
John Boocock
650 736
Gardening Club
Lindy Gorton
650 581
Janet Hale
650 794
History Society
Peter Wright
652899.
Over 50’s walks
Miriam and Phil 654 891
meet at Ecohub
Titchner
0779 1145744
Booklinks
Fay Boissieux
Friends of St Mary’s
Philip Gorton
650 581
Ladybird Club
Mrs C Watson
650 707
St. Neots Model
John Kneeshaw E mail:
Railway club
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com
East Beds Model
Sec: John Wakeman
Railway Society
wakemanpj@aol.com
Painting for Pleasure
Roy Turner
650426
Photographic Society
Jackie Bruce,
651 025
Secretary
Royal British Legion
Sebastian
651 982
Kindersley
Jackie Hough
651 070
Gamlingay Writers
Rhoda Ludford
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Library Opening hours 01767 651 226

e

Monday

9.15am-10.30am. Toddlers’ story time and cr
2.00pm - 8.00pm

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday

9.15am - 12.15pm Board games 10.00am - 12.0
12.30pm - 3.15pm Free drop in computer trai
4.00pm – 7.00pm
9.30am - 12.30pm

Postal contributions may be sent to 82 Church Street

Village Show
WI
Guild of St Mary’s
Music Club
Sir John Jacob’s
Almshouses Trustees:

Sandy and District
Round Table
GEAG (Gamlingay
Environmental Action
Group)
CFRS community
champion
Gamarch (gamlingay
Archaelogical Group)

Jan Cooper
Anne Clarke
Philippa Smalls
Geoff Bruerton
Jackie Hough
Sebastian
Kindersley
Lawrie Edwards
Major
John McCall
Lee Packham
Brown
Brycchan Carey

650 178
651 932
650 628
650 748
651 070
651 982
311 418
650 039

651 141

audreywilliams@lineone.net
Kirstin Rayner
kirstin.rayner@tesco.net

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General
Enquiries
0345 045 5201
Adult Social Care

0345 045 5202

Children’s Services

0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health

0345 045 5205

Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory
Services
0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries

0345 045 5200

Switchboard

0345 045 5222

Trading Standards

0845 4040506

Waste Management

0345 045 5207

Education Transport

0345 045 5208

Human Resources (recruitment line)

0345 045 5210

Online Payments Support

0345 045 5211

Streetscene (highways, transport and
streets)

0345 045 5212

Library Services (includes automatic
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Citizenship

0345 045 5155

Family Information Service

0345 045 1360

Education Welfare Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

email: gamlingaylap@yahoo.com

raft session 9.15am - 10.00am

00

ining (please book)

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT
Medical Centre
Appointments:
Emergencies:
District nurses
0845
Child Health Clinic Thurs at Hub
CAMTAD
Bridget Smith
Age Concern
Car Care Scheme

Alison Baker

EMERGENCY SERVICES
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE
Non-emergency
Fire
Non-emergency
Police
Community Police PC K
Mahoney
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner
Leanne Bacon
at ecohub
Web page
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Library

01763 249815
650 510
01354
696650
07519
493701
999
01223
376 217
101

650 310

clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Sarah Groom
Jackie McGeady
Kate
651 226
Laugharne
Chair:
Ian Wakeling
Clerk:
Kim Wilde
650 596

Forward
Gamlingay
Hatley Parish
Council

Chairman:
POLITICS
MP

651 544
651 546
602 4064

hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
M Astor

County Councillor
District Councillors

South
Cambridgeshire
District Council
Gamlingay
Residents’
Association
Faulty street lamps

Andrew
Lansley.
Conservative.

01954
212 707

Sebastian
Kindersley
Sebastian
Kindersley
Bridget Smith
8am - 8pm
Mon - Sat

651 982

650 510
0345
0450 500

Roderick Starksfield

www.facebook.com/Gamlingayresidentsassociation

www. gamlingay-gra.org.uk

651 002

0800 7838 247

Village Information
email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com
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The Police
Non-emergency number:

101
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The GAZETTE Hand delivered free to every household

Postal contributions may be sent to 82 Church Street

