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Our lovely drains!
by Philip Gorton.

£181,700 is a lot of money, and if you
read The Gazette last month you will
have seen that this is the sum that has
been awarded to carry out much-needed
repairs to the parish church of St Mary
the Virgin, Gamlingay. It might be
helpful therefore if we tried to explain
quite why this sum is needed and how it
will be spent.
Every five years, church buildings
are subject to a rigorous survey by
a qualified architect. The results of
these surveys are called quinquennial
reports. The purpose is to identify
problems and place any required repairs
in order of importance so that these can
be highlighted. In general terms, our
Church Council has kept repairs up to a
reasonable standard.

Thank you to Gamlingay Turbine’s Tithe Fund
Gamlingay First School Association (FSA), the parent- teacher association for the
school, is very grateful for the funding awarded to us from the Gamlingay Turbine’s
Tithe Fund. The funding has gone towards a new shed at the school for the dry
secure storage of all our equipment in a convenient location. This has improved the
school grounds as we can now remove the much dilapidated old shed taking up room
in the school courtyard near to classroom entrances.
The FSA supports the work of teachers and staff at the school. We are a volunteer
committee of parents who organise events such as our annual fireworks and summer
fayre to raise funds for our school. These funds are used to provide every student the
opportunity to attend trips through subsidies and provide resources for teaching and
learning.
A big thank you to the Gamlingay Turbine’s Tithe Fund for the award of £350
towards our new shed!
If you have children at the school and are interested in getting involved in our
fundraising work, then we would love to hear from you! Please leave your details at
the school office and we will get in touch.
Many thanks.
Janine Richardson, Chair of Gamlingay First School Association

Some two years ago, the Parochial
Church Council appointed a new
architect. It is quite clear that the new
architect was dissatisfied with many
aspects of the work of his predecessors.
He considered, quite rightly, that the
most important thing was to make the
building watertight. This definition not
only included such obvious things as
roof leads, gullies and water pipes, but
went much further to consider the old
Victorian hopper heads and down pipes
as well as the water disposal systems
once the rainwater got as far as the
gullies. All in all, it is sad to report
that he considered this Grade 1 Listed
Building to be a building “At Risk”. This
is a serious reflection upon the state of
the church repairs.
To add to our woes some 20 years ago,
gas fired heating systems were installed,
again under the instructions of the then
architect. It is sad to report that this
system never really worked in spite
of the £60,000 that had been spent on
it. The boilers have been constantly
continued on page 2
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Fiddle Daemons
Violin, Viola and Cello
Repair and Restoration

Providing a professional
service for musicians, with
first class repairs, set up
and restoration of violins,
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We can supply a range of
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all abilities from Beginner
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It is said that there is no such thing as total bad news and this is certainly so in the
case of the “at risk” category. Because of the poor state of the building the Parochial
Church Council was able to seek significant grants to put matters right. The £181,700
from the Heritage Lottery Fund will cover most of the costs of repairs required by
the architect. We expect, therefore, not only to have a building which is wind and
watertight but also one that can be heated so that services and events can continue be
held in the church.
Anyone who has walked down Church Street recently will have seen that work has
begun on the drainage system. The first sign of this was the curious wooden hats
which went over many of the tombstones. The builders are using mechanical diggers
and these hats are to protect the ancient stones. Of course, it is not possible to dig
in the churchyard without disturbing some graves. It is something like 140 years
since the last burial but even so, the bones of a few have been disturbed. A team of
archaeologists has been employed and
the disturbance kept to minimum. They
also preserve what remains are found. In
due course these will be reburied within
the churchyard.
Again, there is a bonus to all this
digging in that the archaeologists most
surprisingly found significant remnants
of a wall close to the North transept of
the church. Disturbance was kept to the
minimum but even so, we could see the
base of a wall approximately 1 metre
wide and in excess of 1.5 metre deep. It
is clear that this ancient wall goes under
the North transept in the north-west
corner. We have known for some time
that the North transept was refurbished
and rebuilt by Walter Taylard. So this
gives some sort of date to be existence
of this wall remnant. The old wall has to have been in existence before 1470 as this
is the date of the Taylard work. We do not have enough data to be able to identify
any clear purpose for this wall. In view of its width and depth, idle speculation might
suppose that it could have been the base of a tower. If this is so, it would open up
huge areas for conjecture about the early history of the church building.
We rang the Parish Clerk just to check they wanted villagers to be informed
that this meeting would be taking place, when we noticed it embedded in the
‘View from the Chair’ column. After consultation, the clerk also managed to
forward the Parish Coucil meeting notes which also appear in this edition for
the benefit of villagers who prefer to read hard copy.

Annual Parish Meeting

Kitchen worktops, Bathroom
Vanity tops, Fire hearths,
Memorials
re-lettered and restored

Tuesday 28th April, 7:30pm
at the Eco Hub.

Showroom: 83 High Street
Biggleswade SG18 0LA

Playscheme Summer 2015

01767 314180

Qstoneworks.co.uk
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breaking down and cutting out; in spite of devoted attention from members of the
congregation, it was clear that a radical new approach was required.

Playscheme will be running from the week beginning 3rd August.
Booking forms will be distributed from Monday 1st June at GVC and the First
School.
Additional copies will also be available at the GVC office.
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News from the churches
PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN

GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND
EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven
The Rectory, Stocks Lane 650 568
Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller
11 Bunyan Close
650 779

Services April 2015
2nd

Maundy Thursday

6.30pm

3rd

Good Friday

5th

Easter Day

12th

Easter 2

19th

Easter 3

12pm
2pm
8am
10am
11am
9.30am
11am
11am
9.30am
11am

26th

Easter 4

KEY

E=Everton
G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

8am
9.30am
11am
6pm

Quiet Supper followed by
Communion at 8pm
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Word and Worship
Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
followed by Annual Meeting
Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Evensong

G
E
G
H
G
E
G
E
H
G
E
H
G
E
G

Dear Readers,
The season of Easter usually occurs when Spring begins to flourish all round (at
least in this part of the world). Easter, like Spring, is a time that is rich in signs
and symbols. Many of these signs are a fusion between pre-Christian spring-time
festivals and the celebration of Easter. There are a rich variety of signs and symbols
in a church building: holy water symbolising baptism, candles, bread and wine, the
cross. Like hot cross buns, some of those symbols we have all year round because in
the church we remember Christ constantly, certainly every Sunday; every Eucharist
(or communion service) is a little Easter.
Perhaps the most telling sign is the one that’s most difficult to depict: the empty
tomb, the absence of death. That absence, like the absence of the corpse, is
ambivalent. It embraces both confusion and hope. Nothingness rests where death
once lay. In that nothingness we feel the work of God; we don’t see God, or touch
God, it’s more like a whiff of where God has been.
We may feel cynical about the signs of Easter in the commercial world, but it’s a
world we are a part of. Society may deal with Easter in a way that perhaps misses the
point, but nature with its signs of spring, with its promise of growth, of light, offers
a taste, sight and smell of resurrection. Nature’s changes, its swings from hot to
cold, from dark to light, and everything in between, is an indication of how creation
is unpredictable. It’s my belief that God is unpredictable too, occurring in unlikely
places at unexpected times. The Easter season celebrates the God of surprises; it’s my
hope that you may be surprised by God’s love this springtime.
Revd Steven Rothwell
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News from the churches
GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH
Stocks Lane
Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Linda Fraser 01767 677710
www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk
Dear Friends,
I don’t know if you have ever wondered why the date for Easter changes from year to
year; sometimes it is in March, sometimes in April, it is literally a ‘moveable feast’.
The reason lies within the events of the first Easter, 2000 years ago.
Jesus was a Jew and the events of the first Easter happened at the Jewish ‘Passover
Feast’, when the Jews celebrate the night God set them free from slavery in Egypt
(You can find this in Exodus 12 in the Old Testament). The ancient Hebrew calendar
is a lunar one, calculated on the phases of the moon and the first Easter Sunday
occurred on the first Sunday after the spring equinox (equal hours of daylight and
night). We, however, operate on the 365/6 day Gregorian calendar, which is a solar
calendar, based on the sun rather than the moon – so as the two calendars do not
match, Easter moves and can occur anywhere between 22nd March and 25th April.

Church Services:

Worship Service Every Sunday Morning
10:45am. (with J. A. M. for children)
Communion is always celebrated on the
first Sunday of each month.

Complicated? Yes, but at least that explains it! This year the Jewish Passover begins
on Friday April 3rd, which coincides with Good Friday. It is impossible to separate
Christianity from its Jewish roots, in fact the coming of Jesus marks the culmination,
the fulfilment of the Old Testament Scriptures and the fact that Jesus died at the Feast
of Passover is significant.

Family Service
Family Service – Palm Sunday
26th April 10:45am.
For Children
J.A.M.
Every Sunday 10:45am. (apart from
family service)

The Passover celebrates God setting His people free from slavery, the prelude to
the gift of ‘The Promised Land’ – a homeland, a refuge, a place of freedom for a
people who had been enslaved. The Passover is a shadow of what Jesus came to
do, the events of Easter mark something far greater – in Jesus, God became human
and on Good Friday He sacrificed Himself, willingly dying on the cross in our
place. His death brings us freedom, not from earthly slavery, but from a slavery far
more terrible. He died ‘for our sins’ to bring us forgiveness, freedom from guilt and
freedom from death itself – an eventuality that hangs over all of us.

‘Messy Church’ – Fun, games, stories,
getting messy (for children from 5
years). This month Saturday 25th April
at 2:00pm.
Weekday Meetings
Tuesday Group 7:30pm.
Wednesday Group 10:00am. (Venues as
announced)

Through Jesus we can experience true freedom, He died for us and on Easter Sunday
He won victory over death, His rising from the dead is our victory – because for all
who receive Him, we get to share in His resurrection. This is not dry theology, this is
something to experience now – and this is why Christians celebrate Easter with such
joy.
After Easter we will be running another Alpha Course – why not come along and find
out more for yourself?
Happy Easter!

James

Easter 2015 at Gamlingay Baptist Church
Palm Sunday 29th March
10:45am. Family Service
Maundy Thursday 2nd April
7:30pm. Maundy Thursday Communion
Good Friday 3rd April
10:30am. Reflective Service
Easter Sunday 5th April
10:45am. Easter Celebration Family Service (followed by Easter Egg Hunt)
6:00pm. Easter Praise
email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com

Alpha

The Alpha Course is an informal
evening set around a meal for those who
want to find out more about Christianity.
We are beginning a new course after
Easter - You are warmly invited!
Please contact James, our Minister for
details.
Women’s Prayer Breakfast
Saturday 18th April 8:00am
– a time to share, pray and then eat
together.
Craft Group – Spend time together
working at different crafts.
Thursday 2nd April
10:00am to 12:00 noon.
Coffee Morning
Thursday 16th April
(In aid of Gamlingay Baptist
Church and our 2015 Charities),
10:00am until 11:30am
Why not join us for tea/coffee and
cake?
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News from the Lodge
by Mark Brandon

I’m always amazed at how quickly
wildlife responds to a bit of warmth.
Going back a few weeks, after a cold
frosty spell we had two very sunny,
calm days in the middle of February
and straight away, the first bees of the
year at The Lodge were reported, along
with brimstone and small tortoiseshell
butterflies, several ladybirds and insects
in the air; and perhaps even more
surprisingly, one of our volunteers had
a grass snake on the path as she walked
her dog near her village of Clifton, in
Bedfordshire, which she photographed
as proof in case we didn’t believe her.

During the Half-Term week we set up the Woodpecker Quiz and Trail for the
youngsters and on the nice sunny days when it didn’t rain, we were very busy with
lots of families setting off and attempting to answer the questions as they enjoyed a
walk on the reserve. We also had a nestbox making day which tied in with National
Nest Box Week- a great hands on event and one that encourages children to give
nature a home in their own gardens.

Over the winter, I don’t think I’ve ever
seen so many birds visiting the feeders.
We have an established area for the
feeders, but a couple of years ago we put
just one small feeder up in a small area
of shrubs near the shop, quite close to
the entrance drive, and this soon proved
very popular, so more feeders have been
added over time. It’s now the favoured
spot of large flocks of tits and finches,
with a nuthatch and great spotted
woodpecker popping in at times as
well. Topping up the bird food has kept
us busy, as often we’ve been out in the
morning and then again in the afternoon
to re-fill all of the feeders around the
Gatehouse and down at the hide, as the
food had disappeared so quickly.

The RSPB Lodge reserve is open every day of the week, from dawn to dusk,
for everyone to enjoy and there are plenty of organised events: just ring to book.
Entry is included in the car-parking fee - £5 a car for non-members, free if you are
members or just visiting the shop.

Although we have had large flocks of
the common woodland birds, some of
the winter migrants that normally arrive
at The Lodge have been noticeable
by their absence this year. Only small
numbers of redpolls and siskins have
been seen - where we normally have
large flocks of these little finches at this
time of year- and very few bramblings,
and mostly these were heard flying over
early in the season. We did think that the
cold spell with northerly winds would
push these birds south, but this hasn’t
happened so far, as we start the month
of March.
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As we head into April and spring, we’ll be looking and listening out for the
summer migrant birds that arrive on the reserve. By now, the first chiffchaffs will
be calling and the lovely, descending call of the willow warbler will be singing out.
Other warblers such as blackcap, whitethroat and garden warbler will add to the
chorus, while wheatears sometimes stop off on the Sandy Ridge field to feed up
before heading to their moorland breeding grounds. Of course, it won’t really be
spring until we hear the first cuckoo, and fortunately, The Lodge still attracts these
increasingly scarce summer visitors from their winter sojourn to West Africa.

The shop (01767 680541) is open every day (9am-5pm and 10am-5pm weekends
and Bank Holidays) and has everything for people who love nature. You can find us
on the B1042 on the Sandy to Potton road, less than a mile from Sandy.
Our website; www.rspb.org.uk/thelodge is the place to look for all of the events
you can enjoy here at RSPB The Lodge.
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity. In
England and Wales, no: 207076.In Scotland, no: SC037654.
Wildlife of The Lodge - in Watercolour
Sunday 1 March
11.00 am – 3.00 pm
Local wildlife artist Steve Kershaw will be painting the birds and wildlife that
he encounters on his regular walks around The Lodge reserve and gardens, and
demonstrating his amazing art work. Find him at the Visitor Information Centre.
Free event, paintings for sale. Donations from sales to the RSPB.
Binocular and telescope event
5, 7 and 8 March
10.00 am – 4.00 pm
Our expert will be on hand to demonstrate the latest binoculars and telescopes. Try
them out while you enjoy and watch the birds on view at The Lodge as well.
Free event, held at The Lodge shop.
Easter at The Lodge
Children’s Easter hunt trail and pop up nature activity weekend.
Fri 3, Sat 4, Sun 5, Mon 6, Wed 8, Fri 10 April
11 am – 3 pm
Follow the Easter Trail for a fun time on the reserve - learning about nature as you
go. Collect a crème egg from the shop or Visitor Centre when you finish!
If the weather is fine, join in at the drop - in activity table to take part in with the
activity on the day.
Cost: Trail sheet £2.Donations for nature art
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Councillors’ Column
Keeping us abreast on
District Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget
Smith

Keeping us abreast on
County Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley

Your Councillors are always ready to
help. If you have any questions about
these - or indeed any other - matters,
please do not hesitate to contact County
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East
Hatley, SG19 3JA.
District Councillor Bridget Smith is on
01767 650510 or bridget@glockling.
com You can also follow your
councillors on Twitter: @Cllrbridget, @
Seb4SouthCambs
Council Tax
Yes folks that time of the year again.
Although at the time of writing neither
South Cambs nor the County have
officially agreed the Council Tax rise
(because it’s always a rise..) officer
reports so far prepared indicate a 1.99%
increase for both Authorities. South
Cambridgeshire District Council’s
medium term financial strategy forecasts
that the government grant it receives to
deliver services will be cut to zero within
five years, with savings in the region of
£670,000 needed in 2015/16 to balance
the books. Council tax for a band D
home is proposed to rise from £122.86
to £125.31. The £2.45 increase is around
the same amount as a shop bought
sandwich and equates to an increase of
1.99%. The good news is the Council
will also continue to provide £1,000 a
week for groups to bid for under the
Community Chest Grant scheme and
a further £85,000 will be provided as
funding for the Citizens Advice Bureaux
to help support people following the

economic downturn.

All Green Landscapes

Robinson Court Gamlingay

Mark is an award winning, fully qualified
horticulturist with over 25 years’
experience in landscaping.
We can provide:

Thanks to all the residents who came
to the drop-in about Robinson Court
at Avenalls Way. By the time that you
read this the plans should be available
for everyone to look at in The Eco Hub.
You will also be able to fill in a feedback
form which hopefully the architects
and South Cambs will take into
consideration. The plans are reasonable
but it is a shame that they have decided
not to re-do the whole road design as
the outlay is pretty restricted by where
the road currently goes. We also felt
that the houses looked a bit bland and
characterless. There are substantial
concerns about how the narrow Grays
Road would cope during the build phase
and afterwards when potentially there
would be more cars using it which the
District Council need to address.
City Deal

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Patios & Decking
Fencing
Planting & Pruning
Paving & Driveways
Turf laying or seeding
Full Liability Insurance
Fully Guaranteed

For advice or a FREE quotation call Mark

01767 651126 or 07850397317
17 Plane Tree Close, Gamlingay

www.allgreenlandscapes.co.uk
other than Cambridge City. And while
there has been a lot of grumbling that
the projects so far don’t include enough
for cyclists (they don’t) there is a lot of
planning work to be done and with any
luck the Board will wake up to the fact
that cycleways do work and are popular.

Now look. We realise that the City Deal
is fairly nebulous and has little or no
relevance to most of our daily lives and
that if you are still reading this paragraph
it’s because you’re trapped somehow.
BUT. We are all affected by things such
as congestion and potholes and school
places and decent affordable housing for
our families and the City Deal is going
to be – more and more – an important
element in the planning for these
everyday life issues. The bottom line
is many thousands of new homes will
be built somewhere locally and many
thousands of more jobs created locally
and City Deal cash will go some (small)
way towards dealing with the impacts of
those homes and jobs.

Sort of related to the above – Cambridge
Science Park station is now to be
delivered by Network Rail and not the
County Council so there will have to be
a new planning application in the near
future albeit substantially unchanged
from the previously approved proposal.

The first list of projects has been agreed
by the Executive (3 people making
decisions always end badly as you will
know from Roman history but that’s
what we’ve got….). They include Milton
Road bus priority, Madingley Road bus
priority and Histon Road bus priority
lanes, an A428 to M11 segregated bus
route / A428 corridor Park and Ride
and City centre capacity improvements/
cross-city cycle improvements. It was
extremely disappointing that no rural
cycle ways made their way through
the first selection but we are going to
be doing our best to get this rectified.
There was a lack of understanding that
some of us do want to go places to work

There are enough vacant properties in
Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire to
house the entire social housing waiting
list of either council. Almost 3,000
homes are standing empty in the area,
according to the latest Government
figures. Both councils currently have
thousands on their waiting lists for social
accommodation, with some going many
years before they are housed.

email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com

The collective aim has always been
to deliver the scheme as quickly as
possible. However, Network Rail and the
Rail Executive do not now believe that it
will be possible to deliver the station by
May 2016, so are aiming for the station
to open at the next rail industry timetable
change in December 2016. Sigh.
Vacant Property

Despite measures such as an option of
charging an extra 50 per cent council tax
on homes left vacant for two years or
more, and the Council’s empty homes
strategy, backed by £150 million of
continued on page 8
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investment and grants to councils to
reward them for bringing long-term
vacant properties back into use much
more needs to be done.
The good news in South Cambs is longterm vacant properties have fallen from
714 to 576 – but this is the number of
homes in one of the District’s larger
villages. If you have or know of a vacant
home could you think about how it
might be brought back into use to benefit
us all?
West Road Action Group Gamlingay
Please sign up to WRAG (West
Road Action Group) if you think that
opportunistic unplanned development
between Mill Street and Wootton Field
should be fought to the bitter end. Some
people have written to the Master of
Trinity College to ask the College to
withdraw the application with no luck.
We now await a Planning Application
by Endurance Estates so that we can see
exactly what is being planned. At this
point the Parish Council will implement
their large scale planning application
policy which will include a public
meeting and lots of opportunities for
the community to have their say. If you
would like to join WRAG please contact
Bridget.
Mental Health Support
Mind in Cambridgeshire writes: ‘We
need your help to understand the
experience of people who need support
with their mental health who live in rural
areas of the county. In particular, we’d
like to know how easy it is for you to
get the support you need. Please take a
few minutes to complete this survey. All
responses are confidential’: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/Mind_in_Cambs.
More about what Mind does and how
you can help: http://www.mindincambs.
org.uk/
Pot Hole App & Roads & Gritting
There is a brilliant free new phone App
available called Fill That Hole. It locates
where the hole is, allows you to send a
photo of it and automatically notifies the
relevant authority. Whether they then
do anything about it is another matter.
Sebastian has had a guided tour of the
rotten road surfaces in Blythe Way and
will be adding this to the list of other
rotten road surfaces in the village eg at
8

Green End. However, we all know the
current financial situation at the County
Council so please don’t expect miracles!
We’ve been lucky with the cold weather
so far this winter but did you know that
– when it comes to gritting – it’s not just
chucking stuff on the road and hoping
for the best? Advanced technology
enables a specialized operation that
differentiates the rate of salt spreading
according to local conditions, and
advanced weather forecasting provides
more reliable guidance on appropriate
times for the gritting lorries to run.
County-wide there are 37 gritting routes
with a fleet of 40 lorries (three spare),
two quad bikes for gritting cycle paths
(all in Cambridge except Hardwick and
Coton); one collective run costs about
£30K.
Croydon Solar Farm
We had lots of complaints about lorries
from the solar farm driving through
the village, damaging the road verges
and spreading mud all over the road
and especially on Croydon Hill where
passing traffic is treacherous at the best
of times. We have taken this up with
Highways and the enforcement team at
South Cambs. The latest update is that
Push Energy has agreed as a good will
gesture they will reinstate the verges on
Croydon Hill to a satisfactory standard
on completion of the project. They
expect to vacate the site before the end
of March 2015, and will ensure this is
done before they leave.
Police Matters
Our PCSO, John Coppard, has been very
visible of late in all our villages and we
are most grateful for this. He has been
following up a number of interesting
leads and we look forward to hearing
the results of his efforts in due course.
Please do ring the police immediately
if you see any suspicious behaviour in
particular anything that looks like drug
transaction but also if you see things like
motorbikes on the playing fields which
do huge damage and cause a lot of work
for the Parish Council and football club.
There has been an increase in burglaries
of late in particular entries though back
door which involve cars being taken as
well as phones, tablets, keys etc.
Street Lighting and so on
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County Council-owned street lights in
residential roads in selected villages
are likely to be switched off between
the hours of midnight-6AM from the
start of the new financial year. Where
the council has invested in a Central
Management System, new street lights
can be controlled on an individual basis,
and parish councils can pay to illuminate
any lights they want kept on during
these hours. This awkward exercise is
symptomatic of the extreme financial
position in which the council now finds
itself, endeavouring to save money in
ways that don’t seem logical.
Of course this assumes you don’t live
in a village currently suffering the
worst excesses of Balfour Beatty’s
streetlighting project. I see from a text
to BB that I advised I was inundated
with complaints from Haslingfield on
NOVEMBER 18th and here we are on
February 16th and no further forward.
Parish Councils have written to the CEO
of the County repeatedly complaining
and still – nothing. And yet the local
paper reports that a new section of the
City is to be ‘done’ shortly – WHY?
Children’s Centres
As you may be aware from the reconfiguration consultation, the County
Council have decided that some services
from the 19th of January will be charged
for. This includes Stay & Play, Let’s get
Physical and International group. This
is across all Cambridgeshire Children’s
Centres and is not a local decision. The
charge will be £2 per family per session
(£2 per child if with a child minder).
Vouchers for these sessions will need to
be purchased in advance and they will
be on sale from the Children’s Centre
Office. If a family would meet the
criteria for Free School Meals, whether
or not they are claiming them, they will
be entitled to free vouchers. There may
be some other exceptions so please do
ask.
Congratulations - Community Chest
Grants
Congratulations to Gamlingay & Hatley
PCC, Gamlingay Post and Longstowe
Parish Council for getting grants
of £1000 each from the last pot of
Community Chest Funding this financial
year. Hatley need money to install a
disabled loo at the church, the Post need
continued on page 9
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continued from page 8

computer equipment and Longstowe
need new notice boards.
Minor Highways Improvement Bids
We were delighted that the speed limits
along Lower Road in Croydon are to
be extended so that there are no longer
the numerous changes that exist at the
moment – Bridget made a presentation
to the Minor Highways Panel on behalf
of the Parish Council. Also welcomed
is the extension of the reduced speed
limit along Hurdleditch Road in Orwell
which will increase safety for children
going to school. Schemes in Arrington
and Barrington are on the reserve list this
year so might make it….
Superfast Broadband
A certain amount of concern in particular
from Gamlingay and Longstowe about
the positioning of the green roadside
cabinets being installed by Openreach
to connect existing copper lines with the
faster fibre broadband network. Changes
in legal regulations mean that planning
consent is not needed for cabinets and
Openreach is not required to consult
on the process. The siting of a cabinet
is complex: it has to be located safely
on public land, within 50 metres of the
existing cabinet, with access to power
and avoiding underground services – so
now you know!
Valley Court business park at Croydon is
set to benefit from superfast broadband
after receiving a £20,000 grant from
the connection voucher scheme, a
programme run by the government
to help small businesses connect to
the superfast broadband network. The
cash will be used to install a dedicated
broadband leased line at the park,
providing speeds of over 30Mbps.
Grants of up to £3,000 are available to
individual businesses, but firms at the
park applied for pool funding to secure
a larger sum. Businesses have until the
end of March to apply for a grant. See
destinationdigital.info for more details of
the scheme.
Road Closure- Lt Gransden Lane
The County writes: There is a section
of main carriageway in Little Gransden
Lane that has now been identified for
replacement. This is a very narrow
lane and hence for the safety of our

workforce and the safety of other road
users we have had to arrange for this
temporary road closure. The road closure
will commence Monday 2nd March for
4 weeks until Friday 27th March. It is
planned to remove the road closure over
the weekends.
Bus Service 75 (Wrestlingworth Orwell – Cambridge/Trumpington
P&R)
The tender process takes approximately
4 months and final timetables will be
dependent on the costs of bids returned.
Further information will be available
around April 2015. All existing
services will remain in place until
a new service commences as an
alternative. The timetables have had
changes made so please check ‘Working
with the Community’ page at www.
cambridgeshire.gov.uk/cft. email: cft@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk; tel: 0345 045
0675
Gamlingay Area Designation
Gamlingay Parish Council has decided it
would like to prepare a Neighbourhood
Plan (NP) for the area. It has applied
to the District Council for the parish
to be designated as a Neighbourhood
Area supplying a map of the area to be
designated, and a statement explaining
why the area should be designated.
The Planning Portfolio-holder has now
agreed this so the Council can proceed
with the Neighbourhood Plan.
So what? Well - Communities have
always been consulted in the planning
process whether it be during the creation
of planning policies or the assessment of
planning applications (that are assessed
against these policies). However, many
groups have felt that this engagement
is not meaningful giving them only a
minor role in shaping where they live
and work.
The Government responded to
this by allowing communities to
prepare their own planning policies
and site allocations in the shape
of neighbourhood plans. Through
this tool they can actually create
policies themselves which have real
power as planning applications and
appeals will be assessed against them.
Furthermore, through the introduction
of neighbourhood development orders,
communities can actually grant planning
permission for the types of development

email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com

POTTON WINDOWS LTD
Quality PVCu windows and doors
Double Glazed - Secured by Design
FENSA & 10 year guarantee
Professional Service Assured
Discounts for Pensioners

Tel: 01767 260626

E-mail: sales @pottonwindows.co.uk

they want to see in their area. This could
be on a single site for something such
as affordable housing or it could be a
blanket planning permission across a
wider area allowing changes of use to go
ahead in order to bring vacant units back
into occupation.
Got a problem? Issue? Something
you’d like to discuss?
Your Councillors are here to help you.
Please do feel free to contact us with
comments, questions, problems or
complaints. We hope we can help but if
we can’t we are likely to know someone
who can!

The GAZETTE
Our free village magazine is delivered
by volunteers. This means that tax
payers money is not being used to pay
for the door to door delivery, but we
do need to replace people from time to
time. If you able to help please contact
Julie Newman 650 685
Please note that The Gazette is not
using taxpayers money to subsidise
advertisers, nor are we using Ecohub
facilities to hold committee meetings or
asking for money from taxpayers to pay
for computer equipment.
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P McGregor & Son
Established 1967

Building Services
New builds, Conversions,
Extensions & Renovations

Laxton Close, Eaton Ford,
St.Neots PE19 7AR

Tel: 01480 405 964
Mobile: 07977 066515

email: davidpmcgregor@hotmail.com
www.pmcgregorbuildingservices.com
VAT reg 196566314

by Sarah Groom, Chair of Gamlingay Parish Council

VIEW FROM THE
CHAIR
Neighbourhood Plan
We all lead busy lives and
most of us struggle to keep
everything on track. So if you
only have time to do ONE thing
for your village this year, make
it count.
Helping us to create the
new Neighbourhood Plan for
Gamlingay is arguably the
most important thing you can
do to help secure the future
of our village as YOU want it
to be. We have developers
knocking on our door wanting
to build more houses. Because
there is more money in just
building houses and not work
spaces we have threats to the
future of our business and work
opportunities that could succeed
in Gamlingay becoming yet
another ‘dormitory’ village.
Are you bringing up a young
family here in Gamlingay?
Have you moved here to
retire? Do you run a business
here employing local people?
Whatever stage of life you
are at, and whatever your

10

reason for living here, we
need your input on how you
want Gamlingay to grow and
develop in the coming years.
We need people who live in all
corners of the village, and if
you have any specialist skills
in transport, housing, local
business, statistical analysis,
or you represent a local group
or charity in the village we
especially want to hear from
you.
Some people will say that there
is no point in putting together a
Neighbourhood Plan, as the big
bad planners will ride roughshod
over it anyway. But if we don’t
have a voice, how can we ever
speak up against the things
we don’t want? We need a
dynamic, positive plan to tell
everyone what we stand for,
which gives us more muscle to
fight against the things we are
against.
So, please come along to our
first meeting on Monday 20th
April at 7.30pm at the Eco
Hub. Even if you are not sure
you want to be involved, come
along just to listen and find out
about it and make up your mind
then.
Annual Parish Meeting
Every year, we have an annual
Parish Meeting, and this
year it will be on Tuesday
28th April, again at the Eco
Hub. The Parish Meeting is a
chance for village groups and
organisations, not connected
to the Parish Council, to come
along and tell us, and the rest
of the village, what they do. It
usually lasts an hour, and is
informative and interesting,
and we often manage a few
refreshments afterwards! We
don’t know who is speaking
yet, but will give you more
information when we have it.
Dog Poo – AGAIN!
Those of you who have been
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in the village for a while will
know that we periodically try to
fight the good fight against dog
fouling in the village. I know, as
a dog owner myself, that most
of us pick up after our dogs
as the concept of just leaving
poo on the pavements and
walkways, and on the grassy
areas where our children play
is revolting. However, some
dog owners still persist on just
leaving it where it lies, to the
general disgust of the rest of the
village.
It is difficult to put rigid metal
signs up on the lampposts as
they have to be at a height
where they won’t hurt anyone
– usually about six feet off the
ground where no one can see
them! So we have invested in
wrap around stickers, reminding
people to pick up after their
dogs, and these stickers will be
attached to lamp posts, poles
etc at a sensible height. It
might help. We can only hope!
As always, if you have any
questions about the work of the
Parish Council or want the latest
news on anything please get in
touch with Kirstin or Leanne on
650 310 or
clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk., or
look on our website
(www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk) or
our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/
Gamlingayparishcouncil or
twitter
https://twitter.com/
GamlingayPC
Everyone is very welcome at our
meetings which are at 7.30pm
at the Hub on the second
Tuesday of every month. This
is YOUR village, so don’t just
grumble on the sidelines – get
involved and tell us what you
think so we can do the best
job we can of looking after the
village which we all call home.
Best wishes,
Sarah Groom
Chair of Gamlingay Parish
Council.
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News from
Gamlingay & District
History Society,
by Peter Wright.
Gamlingay and District History
Society meets regularly throughout
the year, with organised talks, social
evenings, and visits to places of
historical interest. We also have a
growing archive documenting the
history of Gamlingay, and aim to
promote interest in the history of the
village and the local area.
We meet on the second Monday of
each month (except July and August)
at 7.30pm in room two at the Village
College. We usually have a guest
speaker, and since our 2014-15 season
began we have had talks on Victorian
medicine, a local ancient trackway,
development of retailing in St Ives,
and the history of the Workhouse. In
April, our speaker is Stephen Coleman,
who will give a lecture entitled Our
Greensand Heritage. You can attend
this meeting as a guest for £3.00, or
better still, join the Society and get free
entry to all ten lectures and functions
throughout the year for only £15.00.
Membership rates are reduced if you
join later in the year.
Take a look at our website, www.
gamlingayhistory.co.uk, or our sister
website, www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk,
to get a flavour of Gamlingay history,
or come along to one of our meetings.
We are a friendly bunch and you will be
made very welcome.

Before topping up the oil tank to see
through the winter months it might
be the right time to consider joining
an oil buying scheme.
Cambridgeshire ACRE’s community
oil buying scheme is designed to
help purchasers of central heating oil
to make savings by buying in bulk.
The scheme is open to anyone in
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.
Community buildings such as churches
and village halls as well as businesses
which are reliant upon heating oil can
join too. The annual membership fee
for domestic users is £20 and covers as
many oil orders as you need during the
course of the year.

Through our partnership with AF
Affinity Limited, a subsidiary of
Anglia Farmers Limited, the leading
agricultural purchasing co-operative in
the United Kingdom, the scheme makes
the most of collective purchasing power.
The average saving is usually 2pence
per litre against online prices .In
November and December 2014 scheme
members who ordered oil in these
months paid 46.99 and 42.49 pence per
litre respectively (exclusive of VAT at
5%). The environment benefits too as
every time a tanker comes out to make a
delivery, it is using a lot of diesel – a full
tanker can get as little as a horrifying
8 miles per gallon. If deliveries are
organised so that one tanker delivers to
several customers in a village, instead of
making lots of individual deliveries, the
fuel consumption is reduced and so is
traffic in the village.
There are five easy steps to cheaper
heating oil:
• Step 1: Join the Cambridgeshire
ACRE Community Oil Buying Scheme
Complete a membership form or apply
online and then set up a direct debit to
pay for your future oil purchases.
• Step 2: Receive a reminder to check
your oil levels
Each month, we’ll remind you to check
your tank and notify you of the deadline
to place an order. The minimum order is
500 litres.
• Step 3: Place your order online
Use our online portal to let us know
how much oil you want to buy. Your
order increases our negotiating power,
so once submitted we regard it as
binding.
• Step 4: Sit back whilst our negotiators
get the best possible price
AF Affinity Ltd negotiate the best
price from a range of suppliers. We
advise you who the supplier is, the price
per litre (exclusive of VAT, currently
at 5%) and the approximate date of
delivery.
• Step 5: Take delivery of the oil and
pay the company
The oil will be delivered as soon
as possible and your bank account is
debited with the amount you owe.

‘Gamlingay Festival of Choirs’
This exciting new event will feature
choirs from the First School, the
Village College, the A Capella Group, a
Barbershop Quartet, the Benefice Choir
and
Gamlingay Community Choir.
These six choirs will perform at a
Summer Concert on Saturday 6th June in
St Mary’s Church, with the concert
starting at 4pm.
The ticket price of £5 for adults will
include a glass of wine, Pimms or soft
drink. Additional drinks available for a
donation.
Children can come along for free!
Make a note of this date in your diaries
– a lovely way to spend a summer
afternoon!

www.gamlingaychurch.co.uk

POTTON SHOW
Each year Potton Show Committee has a
plant stall on the Market Square in order
to raise money towards the cost of the
Show which is held in September.
The stall this year will be held on the
morning of Saturday 16th May, where
we will also be selling homemade cakes
and holding a raffle.
There will be a wide range of plants
available at very reasonable prices so
why don’t you come along and buy your
plants ready for summer.

To find out more about the
Cambridgeshire ACRE Community
Oil Buying Scheme go to our website
www.cambsacre.org.uk or contact Julie
Weekes on 01353 860850 email oil@
cambsacre.org.uk

email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com
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EVERTON VILLAGE HALL
Available for hire for Parties,
Classes, Meetings & Exhibitions.
Excellent enclosed rear garden.

Unwell?
Choose Well

Choose
well.

Your pharmacist, GP or NHS 111 can
help you get treatment quickly
A&E is for life threatening emergencies only
for illnesses like
coughs
and colds see your
pharmacist

www.evertonvillagehall.org.uk

Contact Bookings Sec: 01767 682251

unsure where
to go or need
advice? call 111

GARY HARE
Property Improvements
All aspects of carpentry,
internal/external doors
Real wood/laminate floors
Bathrooms
Kitchens designed, supplied, fitted
Ceramic wall and floor tiling
External and internal painting,
decorating and wallpapering
Complete property refurbishment

Telephone: 01767 651 821
Mobile: 0777 397 3420

for illnesses like
headaches, sore
throats and
stomach aches Self-care

for illnesses that
won’t go away see your GP

Help your NHS save lives

www.choosewellcambs.nhs.uk

City and Guilds
25 years experience

I would like to promote the Soup
Lunches held at the Church Hall on
the last Wednesday of each month.

SOUP LUNCHES
The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall continue to be held on the
4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.
Come and support this worthy cause and, for £5, enjoy
home-made soup, home made bread
pudding with cream or custard
followed by tea or coffee.
March April and May in support of Christian Aid

12

The GAZETTE Hand delivered free to every household

It seems such a pity that more
people do not make use of this
really good opportunity. It is a very
companionable affair with about
35 participants. Many of those
who come live on their own, so
it is a social occasion as well as
being a first class meal. So if you
have not been yet, why not come
along on April 22nd. at 12.30 pm?
Five different soups with delicious
home-made bread will be on offer,
followed by a choice of 5 puddings,
all this for only £5, followed by a
cup of tea or coffee. Not only do
you have a good meal but you will
not have to cook again that day.
Rosalind

Postal contributions may be sent to 82 Church Street

letters
Dear James,
We were very surprised to read your
statement on the front page of the
November Gazette. As regular readers
of the Gazette my wife and I do not
understand why anyone would feel that
the content is in any way biased. To our
knowledge all sections of the community
are given equal rights to contribute
should they take the time and effort to
do so.
I had a conversation with Jackie on
Wednesday and she said that as a direct
result of the complaints, that have been
received recently, she does not wish to
carry on as editor and that the December
issue will be the last unless another
editor is found. We feel that this will be
a great loss to the community and would
like to put on record how much we
appreciate her work on The Gazette as
editor. I understand that the complaints
are totally unsubstantiated and that some
of the communication has been abusive.
If you believe this to be the case perhaps
you should consider legal action.
We completely support the whole
Gazette editorial team and feel that
the pressure being applied by one or
two people should be strongly resisted.
Please let us know if there is anything
we can do to SAVE OUR GAZETTE!

A T COMPUTERS   

Church of St. Mary the
Virgin, Gamlingay

COMPUTER SUPPLIES AND HARDWARE
The Old Swan, 9 Honey Hill, Gamlingay, Sandy, BEDS SG19 3JU

Telephone 01767 650429

Quiz Night

ACCOUNTING

TAILORED PACKAGES

INVOICING

BESPOKE SOFTWARE

PAYROLL

SYSTEM DESIGN

ADMINISTRATION

MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

PRODUCTION CONTROL

TRAINING

STOCK CONTROL

PRINTER
CONSUMABLES

UNISYS - MCP

IT SUPPLIES

D.E.C.
UNIX

J EDWARD BRADSHAWE
SYSTEMS SPECIALIST

Friday 17th April. - - 7.30 p.m. CHURCH HALL - - £3 per person
Come and pit your wits against the finest
Gamlingay has to offer – or just come
along anyway, do your best and enjoy the
fun! You can make up your own team
of no more than four members or give us
your name(s) and we’ll team you with
others. We will provide nibbles but you
will need to bring your own drink. Our
Quiz Nights are always popular, great
fun, and not too difficult!




To register as a team or team member
please phone Anne Clarke on 651932 as
soon as possible.

ALL WELCOME!.

Yours sincerely
Rosaline and Alec Hissett.



LOCAL STRUCTURAL
ENGINEERS

EST. OVER 30 YEARS



• 
Structural Surveys on
domestic and


commercial
properties.


• All aspects
of structural
design for

 
domestic alterations. 
 
• Subsidence
investigations
and surveys.

 
• CCTV inspections and drainage repairs.



Office hours:
Tuesday
to Friday

8.00am
- 4.00pm






Tel: 01234 272772

Email:paul.carruthers@hace-consultancy.co.uk
www.hace-consultancy.co.uk
15 Cuthbert’s Street, Bedford,
Bedfordshire MK40 3JB
Please quote reference: GAZ/HACE/01

FOOT HEALTH
PRACTITIONER
Treatment of corns, callus, flat foot, verruca, bunions,
nail conditions and structural defects.
Also hand nail conditions
Surgery appointments or home visits
The Wald, Eltisley Road,
Waresley, Sandy SG19 3BU
Phone Carol Lovitt SAC DIP.FHP.APSPRACT

01767 677210

Member of the Complementary Medical Association
email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com

Ian Williamson
Local Painter and Decorator
Home:
01767 651 023
Mobile:
07968 658437

29 Mill Street
Gamlingay
Sandy
SG19 3JW
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Do you like Football?
So does Benjamin.

Why not help him enjoy it....
Eddie’s is looking
for volunteers for
its Befriending &
Family Support
Schemes.
It only takes a few
hours of your time
and it really does
change lives.

Like to know more?
Call us on
01223 883141
Email volunteer@
eddies.org.uk or scan
this code.
www.eddies.org.uk

Registered charity no. 1143944

POSTER FOOTNOTE:
The copier paper, pad pencils,
and printer cartridges, are for the
St Neots Food Bank Office use.
As there are so many printer
cartridges, it was suggested
if you wish to contribute cash
for any of the office stationery,
please put your donation in
an envelope marked Office
Sundries.
I am happy to pass them on.
Contact me, Gerry Brunt at
g.brunt321@btinternet.com
Mobile 07752428191

Dear Readers
Again, this month, I start with thank you. Following the March edition, I have received some very encouraging telephone
calls from villagers I know and some I haven’t spoken to before. My grateful thanks go to the team who helped me
publish my first edition, and to Julie Newman and her band of helpers and the volunteer distributors who brought it to
your letterboxes.
I know that not everybody gets their copy at the same time – some of our distributors can only bring these round at the
weekends owing to work and family commitments, so please bear with them. It’s all done at no cost to The Gazette so
that all revenue raised from the advertisers covers the publication costs.
As you will see this month, we have the return of more of the regular contributors and some new advertisers. If you
would like to contribute an article or place an advert, please contact me on 01767 651025 or nb777@btinternet.com
Don’t forget that we still have the Letters page; as I write this morning, I received a telephone call regarding the lost
school friend mentioned last month and am pleased to report that contact has been made.
The March picture quiz has turned out to be a real “Puzzler” but as you will see from this month’s edition, there is still
plenty of time to enter – please do have a go.
Yours, Nick
Nick Bruce – Chairman
14
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Cambridge Gliding Centre Open Day,
Sunday 12th April, 10am - 4pm.
Come and visit Gransden Lodge Airfield to find out about the sport of gliding. All welcome. Trial
flights with our qualified instructors available on a first-come, first-fly basis.
Free admission.
Refreshments.
The airfield entrance is on the B1046 between Little Gransden & Longstowe, opposite Gransden
Lodge Farm (enter SG19 3EB into your SatNav). More information online: http://www.camgliding.
uk/
The club operates from
Gransden Lodge airfield,
about 3 miles east of
Gamlingay - on a fine
day, you may sometimes
see our gliders flying
(silently!) overhead.
Photograph of
Cambridge Gliding Club
instructor Emilie House
about to take to the air
with Tim Levine.
Photo Credit: David
Jokinen.

TO LET

MODERN

BUSINESS SPACE

OS Licence No.100020449

From £850 PER MONTH

• Modern business space

CONTACT

• Self contained specification

Redmayne Arnold & Harris
Contact Nick Harris
on 01223 819315
or email nharris@rah.co.uk

• From 1,198 sq ft (111 sq m)
• Easy in, easy out terms
• Up to 50mb fibre internet available
• Accessible immediately
• www.hatleyparkestate.co.uk/office-units/

ST. GEORGE’S TOWER, HATLEY ST GEORGE, CAMBRIDGESHIRE SG19 3HW

email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com

Hatley Park Estate
Contact Robbie Papworth
on 01767 650258
or email hatley.park@farming.co.uk
Robinson Hall
Contact Simon Patrick
on 01234 362921
or srp@robinsonandhall.co.uk
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Stepping Stones
Children’s Centre

Stay and Play Thursdays 13.30 15.00 for 0- 5 year olds.
Free. Engage with your child in a
variety of planned activities.
Health visitor advice and weighing
clinic on 2nd and 4th Thursdays at the
same time.
Takes place at The Ecohub,
Stocks Lane, Gamlingay, SG19 3JR
For more details call us on 01763
249815 or check our website. www.
cambridgeshirechildrenscentres.org.
uk Jane Malins
Senior Creche and Playworker

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s
clubs etc.
£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding
Tel: 01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall

is available for general hiring every day
8.30am to 12 midnight
Full details can be found on the
website www.hatley.info or ring
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or
email mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
Basic hire charges per hour are £7.50
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater
for 85
seated
or 120
standing.
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by clerks Leanne Bacon and Kirstin Rayner

Website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk to view parish council documents and
information.
Facebook page www.facebook.com/Gamlingayparishcouncil for latest news and
updates.
twitter.com/GamlingayPC
Summary of Jan and Feb Gamlingay Parish Council Meetings
Speed Watch
Very good presentation from Mr Brian Robins, Speed Watch Co-coordinator for
Cambridgeshire Constabulary. Great to see so many potential volunteers turn up to
hear about the scheme, which the parish council fully supports.
The Cambridgeshire Speed Watch scheme is an exemplar which does not use hand
held radar guns, which can be confrontational. It uses a passive; radar based SID
(speed indicator device) to display the speed of passing vehicles. Gamlingay parish
council is going to buy its own device for the Speed Watch team, so it will always
be available for use. Training will be provided (free and about an hour). If you are
concerned about speeding in and around Gamlingay how about getting involved
and joining Speed Watch? email us at clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk, phone 01767
650310 or pop in to the Eco Hub and we will put you in touch.
https://www.cambs.police.uk/roadsafety/speedwatch/
Eco Hub Phase 2
G and S Hutchinson’s have been awarded the contract for the completion of the
Eco Hub and external space. Architect Dan Jones of Civic Architects and Greg
Collins of CSA Environmental are key members of the design team. Work should
commence in March.
Church Street Improvements
A revised scheme to include resurfacing the pavements on both sides on Church
Street,creation of a footway and build outs at the Church St/Church Lane junction,
upgrading the road from Church Street past the Emplins to the new cemetery site
and construction of the cemetery car park on St Mary’s field was approved. This
will now go forward for detailed specification and submission for approval by
County Council, the Highways authority. Hopefully, work will commence in the
summer.
The Butts Play Area Improvements
A draft terms of reference for the working party looking at installing new
equipment in the playground was considered. The budget will come from Section
106 contributions from developers.
If you are interested in being involved, please get in touch.
Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
For information on the Eco – Hub please visit www.eco-hub.info
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Picture Puzzler No: 2
I am pleased to say that entries have
started to come in from the March
edition’s Puzzler. Don’t worry if you
have not entered yet.
The only Deadline for all these
Puzzlers is 31st December 2015.
Please just make sure that when
entering by email or note through
my door, you include your name,
telephone number or email address,
which Puzzler number/edition and
your answer, including, if requested,
a precise location/where the picture
was taken from.
I will announce the overall winner in
the March 2016 edition.
This month’s Puzzler has been taken
from a slightly unusual angle.
So, what is it, and where is it?
Look forward to hearing from you –
Nick

nb777@btinternet.com
No: 80-82 Church Street

Ever fancied singing in a choir?
Now’s your chance!

Friendship Coffee
Mornings
All welcome, 10:30am
Friendship Coffee Morning

Come along to our rehearsals held in the
Kingspan Hall at the Eco Hub.
Wednesdays 8.00–9.30pm & Saturdays 10.15–12.15pm

(Subscription is £2 per rehearsal)

Thursday 7 May
Philippa Smalls
43 Green End
th

Wednesday 8th & Saturday 18th April
Wednesday 6th & Saturday 16th May

If you need a lift please contact Gerry
Brunt
01767 650 693

Wednesday 3rd & Saturday 20th June
We’ve been invited to perform at the
Summer concert in June,
The Gamlingay Show in September,
‘The Big Christmas Weekend’ at St Mary’s Church
And at ‘Carols in The Cock’ in December

For further info, please call 01767 650 178
email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com
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St Mary’s Churchyard

by Philip Gorton
It would seem that cemeteries are all in
the village news these days. I have been
considering how the parish church of St
Mary’s stands within the land form of
the village. There seems little doubt that
originally the church was sited at the top
of the small rise above the stream and its
bridge. If you look closely at the church,
it now appears to nestle within the
churchyard. The floor of the church is
lower than the surrounding area but the
entrances are higher. All this intrigued
me sufficiently to do a bit of research.

foundations - digging a pit for the then heating system and excavating roof drainage
runs – there is even a family vault. All this spoil had to go somewhere and to trundle
it downhill to the hedge near the Church Hall was an obvious choice. The result is
that the surface is a metre higher along the eastern edge of the churchyard.
Of course the churchyard is not the only area affected by the occupation of the
village for hundreds of years. Keep an eye open as you walk through the older areas
and you will see many changes in land form. Good hunting!

I started by doing a rough estimate
of the number of burials within the
graveyard. I came up with the figure of
some 20,000. I then assumed that any
grave would occupy some 6ft by 2ft
of surface space. Simple mathematics
indicated that this would represent some
27 layers of bodies one above the other!!
This presupposes however, that the
burials were distributed evenly across
the whole area and the calculation is
based on adult burials whereas we know
that infant mortality was very high. Even
so, reuse of the burial space was the
normal accepted practice.
In mediæval times it was considered by
some that the South side of the church
was “God’s side” whereas the North
side belonged to the Devil. Thus, burials
to the South were more popular than
those to the North. If you look at the
land form within the graveyard it is
easy to see the surface is higher to the
South of the church than to the North.
Go into church and you will see that
there is a significant step down from the
South porch compared with that from
the normal entrance which is the North
porch. This leads to the conclusion that
the porches (as they were) were added
to the main body of the church at a later
date.
The churchyard walls also had their
effect on the land form. When they
were built, the soil from the foundations
could not go onto the surrounding
roads but had to be thrown back into
the churchyard. This again added to the
height of the graveyard.
Over the years building works also had
their effect on the land form. The works
are more extensive than can be at first
imagined. They include - building of
the South aisle and the Vestry with their
18
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Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Rhoda Ludford www.gamlingaywriters.weebly.com

Welcome to the Gamlingay
District Writers’ Group
newsletter for February
2015. A quieter meeting this
month but still with some
excellent discussion around
the various submissions. As
always if you weren’t able
to make the meeting, you
are all encouraged to feed
back to writers individually
on any writing, if you feel so
inspired. If you are unable
to attend the meeting and
would like to request specific
feedback on your submission,
do let the team know and we
will gather feedback for you.
1. Review of targets
As always our collective
target every month is to
do some new writing –
The theme for February
was “Same first and last
sentence. This month all
stories will begin and end
with the same sentences”.
The sentences were:
Start: “Did you get my
message?”

2. News from members
Our Chair has not let her
doctorate stop her from
submitting work and has sent
work out to six agents. She
will forward her approach
when contacting agents to
the rest of the group.
Another member was
planning on attending the
‘Getting Published Day’ on
14th March at Regents College
London.
3. Other news
We will be updating our
web pages with new stories
from each of our members.
Members are asked to select
a story they have written
during 2014 to go up on the
website to show samples of
our writing. Please send your
chosen story to Rhoda to be
included on the web pages.
http://gamlingaywriters.
weebly.com/
4. Discussion of work

End: “I can’t believe you just
said that!”
Although we had fewer
submissions this month,
there was still a brilliant
variety of writing with some
members choosing to rewrite older work to fit the
brief and others using the
sentences as inspiration.
Some writers were even
brave enough to ‘just see
where the writing took them’.

Interesting submissions this
month with the first and
last sentences taking us in
many different directions.
Writing included thoughtful
and clever dialogue with a
twist at the end. A potential
courtroom drama. The
reading of a will. A discussion
around dragons between
two king’s courtiers and a
developing relationship. Very
individual takes on the same
start and end!

email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com

5. Aims for the coming
month
You can find this year’s
programme of topics on
our website at http://
gamlingaywriters.weebly.
com/
Spring’s topic was Early
memories - What are your
earliest memories? Are they
about an event, or a place,
or a person? Take us back in
time to find out.
The deadline was Tuesday
3rd March 2015 at midnight
and the next meeting is at
7pm on Tuesday 10th March
2015.
If you are part of the group
and are unable to attend a
meeting, you can still have
your work discussed if you
wish. Please inform us before
the meeting and we will
gather feedback into a short
summary which will be sent
to you after the meeting.
This will hopefully encourage
our ‘virtual’ members who
are unable to attend each
meeting to be able to
continue to contribute their
work for discussion.
6. Tips
As suggested by our chair,
you can find an excellent
resource for finding agents
at www.agenthunter.co.uk
- a comprehensive literary
agent.
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ONION SOUP
Onion Soup, or, as is usually called French Onion Soup. Most people have heard of it, few
have actually tasted it, in its full form, below, and very few have actually made it.
It is a fun soup to make as it could be said to be only suitable for eating in the bath! The thin
strands of onion hang over the edge of the spoon and are bound to dribble down your front, and
if you can manage the strings of molten cheese between the bowl and your mouth in an elegant
way …

There are many more vegetarian recipes in my book “Roderick’s Vegetarian Recipes”, proceeds of the sale go to Gamlingay Church.

This soup is very sweet, as there is more sugar in an onion than in an apple. Try it in its full
form, below, though a quick and simple version can be made with just onions and stock; either
method you use, the onions must be cooked to perfection, golden, not pale and grey, and
definitely not burnt.

Serves two (easily doubled for more)

Ingredients:
About three medium onions. - They really shrink down when cooked
2oz/50g Butter with a good glug of oil - The butter is for flavour, the oil stops the butter burning.
A good sprig of thyme, stalks discarded.
1 pint/550 ml vegetable stock (Marigold stock powder dissolved in hot water is good.
Glug of Brandy (optional)
Bread for toasting – either four rounds from a small French stick, or two rounds from a larger loaf.
Cheese – preferably Gruyère (though any hard cheese would do).
Method

Peel and halve the onions, top to root, and slice into thin half moons, the thinner the better. Cook gently with the
butter and oil in a large saucepan. This is the tricky bit and will take up to 30 minutes. Make sure the heat is low, just
enough for the onions to sizzle but no more. Keep sizzling until they have softened, about 15-20 minutes. Add the
thyme leaves, then stir regularly until the onions are a lovely golden colour; you could increase the heat a bit but be
cautious, this is the tricky bit, you need a good colour but no burning, or onions will taste bitter if burnt. Do not season
until this stage, as salt will stop the onions turning gold; you can be quite generous with pepper.
Add the stock, season and simmer for about 10 minutes. During this simmering, make the topping:

Toast the bread on one side, turn and cover with a thick layer of cheese.
Pour the soup into bowls, and add a good tot of brandy (optional and decadent, but adds a lovely flavour).
The traditional way is to now float the toasts on the soup in the bowls, then grill until the cheese melts. If you do this the bowls
will become so hot you cannot steady them when attempting to break up the cheesy toasts (I mentioned this was a fun soup and
difficult to eat daintily!) so toast the cheesy side until the cheese has melted. Serve with a crusty bread to mop up the drips and
splashes!
I do love this soup,
filling, flavoursome
– just gorgeous
– enjoy.

20

The GAZETTE Hand delivered free to every household

Postal contributions may be sent to 82 Church Street

Tangy B B Q
This is for sauce to either cook with
or pour on, or use cold as a pouring or
dipping sauce.
Best with Beef Steak, Pork or Chicken.
Ingredients:
Plum Jam
Tomato Sauce
Brown Sauce
Mustard, English (either powder or
mixed).
Splash of Soy Sauce.
Large splash of Oyster sauce
Sprinkling of Paprika
Measure of port or brandy (optional)
Beef steak, pork or chicken (streaky
bacon)
Method:
Put plum jam, tomato sauce, brown sauce on gentle heat in a saucepan. Add mustard, soy sauce when coming to the boil, cut heat
and add oyster sauce, paprika and port or brandy. Simmer, stirring all the time then leave to cool.
Marinate meat over night. Cook steak or pork in griddle pan but for best results cook chicken and bacon wrapped in foil in the
oven.
As you cook the meat in the pan add a little more sauce the make a gravy the pour over on the plate.
With the chicken and bacon wrap, cook in pre heated oven at 180ºC for 20 minutes then open foil and add sauce, turn oven up a
little and cook for 10 minutes more to make the bacon crispy.
You can also decant the sauce and serve cold as a dipping or pouring sauce.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE
AND RESCUE SERVICE
HOW many times have you tested your
smoke alarm since the start of 2015? If
the answer is zero, please go and do it
now! We’re asking residents to test their
smoke alarms every month – mark it in
your diary and make sure you press the
button.
If you have young children, then why not
devise a fun game to get them involved
in testing the smoke alarms in the
household? If you can’t quite reach it,
then use a broom handle to press the test
button.
Don’t forget to also test the smoke
alarms of those you love. If you have an
elderly or vulnerable relative, friend or
neighbour, pop by and make sure they
have a working smoke alarm. If you think
someone is vulnerable and could be at
a higher risk if a fire broke out in their
home, then please call us on 0800 917
9994 and we can provide advice and
support.
Log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk
for the latest incidents, news and safety
advice. Find us on Twitter, Facebook and
Instagram.
email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com
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theWI
INSPIRING WOMEN

Many readers may already know that
2015 marks the Centenary of the W.I.,
and there will be special celebrations and
events taking place all over the country
to mark the occasion. Gamlingay W.I.
is no exception, and there is quite a full
diary planned.
For anyone considering joining in the
fun, here is a resume of our activities
during 2014, to whet your appetite.
SPEAKERS included: a lady plumber,
a steam-train driver, a colour confidence/
image consultant, an estate planner
advising on protecting one’s assets/
inheritance legal services; dementia
awareness, a costume designer, formerly
from the London College of Fashion,
who now runs workshops, amusing
quotes from famous gardeners, an interactive belly dancing demonstration and
finally, a cake icing demonstration by
two members, again inter-active.
TRIPS included greyhound racing,
including a meal; seeing “Wicked”
at Milton Keynes Theatre, Jordan’s
Mill and Cathy Brown’s Garden in
Biggleswade, The Higgins Gallery at
Bedford, and Hitchin Lavender Fields.
Monthly, local events include lunches
out, cinema visits and craft afternoons in
members’ homes. Some crafty-minded
members even involve themselves in
local competitions, e.g. Christmas tree
and scarecrow festivals. Some members
went on a guided walk around Orwell.
Other events included quiz nights, darts
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evenings and poetry-reading evenings,
usually at other W.I. groups. Cambridge
Federation Head Office at Girton
regularly hosts day classes in various
crafts and skills.
GAMLINGAY also hosts several
seasonal ‘regulars’, these being a garden
party, a Bring-and-Buy/coffee morning
(two in 2014), a Harvest Supper and
Auction, and a Christmas Party. We
also hosted a Clairvoyant evening. The
W.I. Centenary Baton came through the
village on its way round every W.I. in
the country, followed by a marvellous
handing-over ceremony and tea party at
the Masonic Hall in Cambridge.
2015 January’s speaker informed
members about The History of Audley
End stately home at Saffron Walden,
and February’s topic is on Building the
Tower at St. Edmundsbury Cathedral.
March’s speaker will be “Curiouser
and Curiouser” (?) and it will also be
the AGM. (Tuesday 17th). Visits to
the American Cemetery in Cambridge
and the Chelsea Pensioners and Physic
Garden in London are to be arranged,
dates to be announced later. There will
be a ‘live’ link up of the W.I. Centenary
Event in the Royal Albert Hall shown at
local cinemas on 4th June.
So you can see, plenty of choice and
something for all tastes.

‘Up Pompeii!’
To launch our 50th anniversary
year, Gamlingay Players will
be performing ‘Up Pompeii!’,
an adult comedy full of double
entrendres, mistaken identities and
farcical humour – a sort of ‘Carry On
meets Ancient Rome’.
Come and see the Players donning togas
for the first time in their history, erupting
volcanoes, toppling pillars and have a
really good laugh.
Due to sell out audiences for our
productions last year, we will be offering
three performances for this play on
Thursday 24th, Friday 25th and Saturday
26th April at Gamlingay Eco-hub in
Stocks Lane at 7.45pm,
with a licensed bar available from
7.15pm.
Tickets for unreserved seating will be
available from the Eco-hub or on online
from: www.gamlingayplayers.
co.uk from 23rd March.
Tickets purchased in advance are £8.50
for adults and £7 for concessions.
Tickets purchased on the door are £9 and
£7.50 for concessions.
‘Woe, woe and thrice woe’ if you miss
this great production – so buy your
tickets early to avoid disappointment.

New member and visitors are always
welcome.Have a go, you never know,
Come and try Your W.I.
Gill Spaul.
It’s Gold for the Gamlingay Players!
Gamlingay Players are celebrating their 50th anniversary this year with an exciting
programme of productions. The group began as an evening class based at Gamlingay
Village College in 1965 and performed their first play, ‘The Happiest Days of Your
Life’ in 1966. Since then, we have performed nearly 200 productions including
musicals, plays, pantomimes, variety evenings, one act plays, farces, murder
mysteries and comedies. We have entered Drama Festivals, been on tour around
neighbouring villages and towns and even performed in Germany.
Over the years our stage has been graced by many talented actors, both adult and
children, supported by brilliant stage crews, technicians and writers, some of whom
have gone on to forge careers in the professional theatre.
The current membership is as enthusiastic today as the original founders and we are
grateful to them for the legacy they have left us. We hope we continue to maintain
the standards they set for us 50 years ago.
Our anniversary year begins with ‘Up Pompeii!’ in April followed by two
One-act plays in July and our year ends with the family pantomime,
‘Aladdin’ in December.
Further details for ‘Up Pompeii!’ can be found elsewhere in this issue and look
out for further information throughout the year. Check out our website at www.
gamlingayplayers.co.uk for details and photos of past productions as well as
current information.
We thank all our loyal audiences over the past fifty years and hope that you will
support us especially in 2015 and join us in our anniversary celebrations.
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Jim Empson
A Gamlingay man at
Heart
As a schoolboy at Bedford Modern
School during WWII, I had to read
‘Farmer’s Glory’ by A .G. Street. Much
of this dealt with nostalgia, and I now
realize at 83 years of age how my own
mind harks back to those early years
spent at home on the Cross, or Dad’s
garage and nursery on Waresley Road
during the war years.
For a boy, those years between eight and
fourteen were at times exciting and at
others, frightening - though mainly from
not understanding what was going on
at the time. Now, with the aid of books
and film, I have managed to piece some
of it together!

Mother was left with two babes, (Bill
and Barbara) in 1916, the year Barbara
was born! They lived in the first house
of a pair on Hatley Road, just past Castle
Farm. No place for a young girl with two
babies and no transport of any kind.
After demobilization in 1919, Dad
started his garage business in Church

obtained a position working for Mrs.
Wingfield, at Ampthill House, near
Bedford and gained a reputation as a fine
gardener with the Royal Horticultural
Society by winning many trophies at
the annual show in the Horticultural
Hall, London each year. He moved on
from there to manage Merton Farm,
Gamlingay, at that time a cattle farm and
again, continued to win trophies. His
employer died and he took on the farm.
The family has a paid cheque for £1,900,
a huge sum in those days. However, he
died young at 53 (my father died at 67
so his offspring obviously had some
Taylor blood from Shefford, since three
reached their nineties and two their
eighties) - well, I haven’t finished yet,
so we’ll see! Dad was still in France
in WWI when grandfather died, so the
farm was run by the “War Ag.” Until he
came home in 1919, his younger brother
having missed war service, had by this
time, moved to Theberton, Suffolk with
the Jersey herd of pedigree cattle.

Although the boys of the American
Army Air Force were only a short
distance away at Bassingbourn, we
didn’t see much of them in the village,
where the Hardwicke Arms under the
aegis of Ted Hayes was patronised by
the French Canadians of the Pathfinder
Squadrons at Gransden Lodge. Leonard
Jeffries and I would cycle from
Fullers Hill Farm to a point along the
Longstowe Road, near Model Farm, to
watch the Lancasters and Mosquitoes
departing on a raid. On one occasion,
they had obviously been to North Africa
to refuel after bombing the Vichy area of
Southern France, since one of the crew
members brought mother a bunch of
small bananas - unknown in those times!
Wg. Cdr. Fielden, (known as ‘mouse’)
was a C.O. at R.A.F. Tempsford and
was friendly with mother and father calling at the garage for petrol. I was to
encounter him later when, as I served the
King in the R.A.F. at Benson, Oxon. on
a photographic reconnaissance squadron,
he was commanding officer of the King’s
Flight, Vickers Vikings, all shiny and
bright. Benson was a good camp, with
good friends and near the Thames where
we would hire motor boats on a summer
day. Some of us are still in touch after
over sixty years! Indeed, I had a ‘phone
call on my birthday, 28th January from
Australia.

Street by buying a WWI Army shed
and reinforcing it with brick to become
his first garage, (a photograph of this
can be seen on Gamlingayphotos.
com). He was only there for four years
before he bought the plot of land in
Waresley Road, now known as Bell
Foundry Close, an odd name which has
always puzzled me because the church
bells were struck by the “Whitechapel
Foundry” next to the church where a pit
had been dug especially for the purpose,
or so I understand! When brother Bob
left the cottage next to the Hardwicke
Arms on the Cross, the Empson family
had been in the village for just over one
hundred years.

In WWI, dad was conscripted into the
Royal Naval Air Service where he saw
service at Dunkirk.

My grandfather, also Bill (three Bill’s in
a row, grandfather, father and brother!)
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Dad’s interest was always in engineering
and so, it was a good agreement.
Incidentally, grandfather’s cattle sheds
- the white brick buildings which
resemble a church, are currently (2015)
being converted into “luxury” homes!
They are adjacent to Merton Grange, for
many years the home of the Ellis
family and where, during WWII, fetes
were held to help the war effort. As
children, we always enjoyed these and
also those at St. Mary’s Vicarage, now
given another name R. & H. Wale Ltd.,
which was a hive of industry during
WWII, established by Reg and Hubert,
who were builders in the 1930’s.
Their prime task, which gave
employment to very many in the village
and those around, was to pack weapons
and instruments for despatch to the front,
airfields, or seaports. It carried on for
some time after the war, servicing the
requirements of Pye Radio and Telecom
of Cambridge.
Reg and Hubert were prime movers in
establishing the John O’Gaunt house and
park as a golf club circa 1947-1950, at
continued on page 24
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continued from page 23

Sutton.
However, I was only ever a social
member, my sole interest has always
been aircraft and there isn’t time for
both! Armed with a P.P.L (Private
Pilot’s Licence) I saw an advertisement
in of all places. Exchange and Mart for
a Piper L.4.H. This transpired to have
been used in Normandy after D-Day by
the U.S. Army. It was sold by a French
crop spraying company in 1974 and
was barely airworthy, but with loving
care I rebuilt it, to win a prize for the
best restored vintage aeroplane at the
British International fly-in in 1976. I
was chuffed! But the prize I received
was bought by the organizers from a
shoe heel bar, hardly a measure of so
much sweat and time given, so I bought
a silver rose bowl which is now awarded
annually, going abroad on occasion to
those who have restored aircraft of all
makes.

Bill Empson snr at Dunkirk in WWI

But to return to the true nostalgia part
- one photograph I have, is of a British
Legion march down Church Street, near
the Cock, with proud boys this time in
civvies, Lengie Allen, Ken Warboys,
George Arnold, Ernie Harley, Frank
Cooper, Reg Hutchinson and many
others - but including the wonderful
Siddy Hales - still alive and kicking in
spite of all that the Japanese put him
through. It always evokes a tear from
me.

The first Grand Prix after WWII at Gransden Lodge Airfield circa 1948

Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners
Association (GAGA)
Gamlingay.allotments@gmail.com

In November 2014 Gamlingay Allotment
Gardeners Association (GAGA) was awarded
£550 from Gamlingay Community Turbine’s Tithe
Fund to put towards the Community Orchard
project. This kind award has enabled GAGA
to purchase fifty additional mixed fruit trees to
extend the Community Orchard at the Long Lane
allotment site. A working party of plot holders and
their families arranged by GAGA recently planted
the fruit trees.
On behalf of GAGA we would like to extend
our gratitude for the funding, which enables the
Community in years to come to reap benefit from
this resource.
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The Ghost of
Gamlingay
Gravediggers
The story of the Gamlingay
Gravediggers starts at the turn of the
19th century. In the late 1800’s the trade
in fresh corpses dug out of graves was
rife, for the purpose of medical research
by unqualified doctors from London,
eager to learn Anatomy by the cheapest
means possible. To go to medical school
was both expensive and time consuming,
and they soon learned that labourers
from small villages such as Gamlingay
would do anything to earn a little more
money; this included digging up fresh
bodies within three days of burial and
transporting them to the next person in
the line, usually someone working at the
local station. From the station the bodies
were loaded on to the trains as cargo,
now in packing cases bound for their
destination in London, with the help of
Guards working on the trains. From the
London Stations the bodies were moved
to the Doctor’s premises just as if the
packing cases contained everyday items,
not corpses to be dissected in dirty low
lit basements.
After a while the networks grew, and
professional organisations would see
to everything and the cost of the bodies
became so expensive that the demand
dropped, except for the bodies of the
well to do and the gentry. So by the
1910’s the cost of a corpse had trebled
in price and only fresh corpses were
required.
At the bottom end of the chain, the
labourers, who had been making lots
of extra money digging up the corpses,
were fighting amongst themselves to
get to the graves first, some being dug
up within an hour of burial. Gamlingay
was one such village where this was
happening, with two such gangs
operating by 1920; one had three
members and came from the Cinques
and the other from Church Street, which
was larger with seven members.
The Church Street gang was known
as “ The Body Snatchers” and used a
network of tunnels along Church Street
to move the corpses to a safe house only
fifty yards from the church, where they
would then be transported to the station
by a coal cart one of the gang owned.

The Cinques gang were known as
“The Landers” because of their jobs
on the land, and could often be seen
hanging around near the entrance to the
Church Yard where the telephone box
now stands waiting for a funeral to take
place. ‘The Landers” were unmistakable
in their flat caps and donkey jackets
and would hide their shovels behind the
hedge near where they stood until the
funeral had finished and moved on, then
they would strike and be away within
five or so minutes.
“The Body Snatchers” would hide
in the entrance to their tunnel, which
was just behind the hedge where “The
Landers” would hide their shovels and
often a fight would take place to see who
would get the prize, but this always drew
attention to them which was not a good
idea. One foggy winter’s evening “The
Body Snatchers” were seen drinking
in a local inn all huddled around a
table in one comer of the room; they
were hatching a plan to ambush “The
Landers” as they were not going to put
up with sharing the corpses any more.
The next afternoon, as dark was drawing
in, there was a funeral and it was still
very foggy and as usual “The Landers”
took up their spot near the hedge, but
“The Body Snatchers” were laying in
wait and crept from the tunnel entrance
and slit their rival gang’s throats and
dragged their bodies into the tunnel.
Two of the bodies were transported
to London after being dressed in fine
clothes, but one of “The Landers”,
Arthur Brown was disfigured and
so could not be sent to the Doctor’s
practice rooms, so was left in the tunnel
entrance where it lay undiscovered for
three months. Arthur Brown was from a
travelling family, and on the discovery
of his badly mutilated and decomposed
body, a curse was put on his murderers
by his elderly grandmother that all would
be dead within a year by grizzly means.

and the last disappeared and was found
three months later at the exact spot
where Arthur Brown’s body was found,
with no visible signs of the cause of
death.
On the night the last member of the
Body Snatchers gang disappeared a
couple walking home from a pub in
Dutter End passed three men standing
near the gate to the church yard all
wearing flat caps and donkey jackets
and each with a shovel. After the couple
had walked a few yards something made
them look around, but the men had
vanished into the thick fog which itself
vanished a few minutes later.
Over the years more sightings of the
men took place always on a foggy
evening which would be gone soon after.
In 1947 Jabez Brown, the brother of
Arthur, was walking home from Hatley
just as night was falling; he crossed the
brook in Station Road and came over the
fields and through the Church Yard. As
he neared the gate in Dutter End a mist
appeared and he caught sight of three
men just by the hedge and passed by
within ten feet of them. As he passed the
men he saw one was smoking a pipe, just
as his dead brother Arthur had done, he
took a glance as the pipe smoker raised
his head and said “goodnight Jabez”.
Jabez walked on a few paces, not able to
stop or look back, then he stopped and
summoned up the courage and looked
back, the men had vanished including
his dead brother Arthur whom he had
recognised without any doubt.
After this the sightings became less
frequent, but on occasions the men are
still seen in the same spot and always
on a foggy night. In the house where the
Body Snatchers gang member hanged
himself, strange noises are said to be
heard from time to time and for some
years the house was empty as no one
would buy it or live in it.

The curse was to become horribly true
as one died from a form of leprosy, two
burned to death in a barn fire, one taking
four days to die, one drowned, one died
in a knife fight, one hanged himself in
the cellar where they kept their corpses

email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com
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New Police Contact
Point opens in

Police news items

SAINSBURY’S Coldhams Lane store
in Cambridge is host to the latest Police
Contact Point officially opened on
Tuesday 24 February by Police and
Crime Commissioner, Sir Graham
Bright.

Working together to
develop Restorative
Justice
THE benefits of a victim of crime
meeting their offender to understand
why they did what they did will be spelt
out at conference on restorative justice
next week (February 9th).
The event is being hosted by
Cambridgeshire’s Police and Crime
Commissioner, Sir Graham Bright, as
part of plans to develop the provision of
restorative justice in the county.
Speakers include Ellie Acton, National
Policing Lead for Restorative Justice and
the Chief Executive of the Restorative
Justice Council Jon Collins. There will
also be an extended session from Peter
Woolf, an ex-prolific offender who will
share his experience of restorative justice
and how it changed his life forever.
The conference will bring delegates
from agencies across the Eastern
Region together to understand how
restorative justice can have a positive
impact on victims and offenders in their
communities.
Deputy Chief Constable Alec Wood
will also share his vision of the future
of restorative justice in Cambridgeshire
through a model which builds on the
existing work of colleagues in partner
agencies.

to provide advice and guidance in
moving this forward.
Restorative justice is a process which
“brings those harmed by crime or
conflict, and those responsible for the
harm, into communication, enabling
everyone affected by a particular
incident to play a part in repairing
the harm and finding a positive way
forward”.
Victims of crime who take part in
restorative justice are more likely to get
closure from the crime committed and
offenders are less likely to offend again.
Restorative justice will be offered
through a number of different models,
from 1-1 conferences between the
victim and offender to community
conferencing, involving a number of
people from a community who have
been affected by a crime or anti-social
behaviour.
The Constabulary and OPCC are
currently recruiting for a Restorative
Justice Co-ordinator to support this area
of work.

The Police and Crime Commissioner
has received funding from the Ministry
of Justice, as part of the Victim Services
Grant to develop victim-initiated
restorative justice.
Sir Graham has appointed Restorative
Solutions, a not for profit Community
Interest Company, as a delivery partner
26

Sainsbury’s, Cambridge
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The Police Contact Point will be
regularly staffed by the local policing
team and Sir Graham’s Outreach Worker,
Beka Avery, who will be on hand to
hear the views of the public and provide
advice and guidance on police and crime
issues.
Sir Graham said: “The idea of the Police
Contact Point is to be a highly visible
and easily accessible way for the public
to raise any issues or concerns either
with my Outreach Worker or with the
local policing team. Having a contact
point like this in such a popular location
makes it easier for people to discuss
local issues. This is about listening to
the public and further increasing the
time our officers spend out in their
communities.”
Steve Archer, Deputy Store Manager
at the store said: “We are very pleased
to host this Police Contact Point in our
busy store. The store is a focal point
of the community with around 33,000
customers each week and providing
additional community services such as
this is something that Sainsbury’s are
delighted to be a part of.”
Insp Matt Johnson, who manages the
local policing team, said “We know that
people want to see officers out in their
communities as much as possible and
having a regular Contact Point at such
a busy location allows more people to
drop by and talk to their local team. My
team will be on hand to support people
with any policing issue they may have
and also to hear about what concerns
people have in their community.”
This is fourth Police Contact Point in
Cambridgeshire, our nearest is at
St Neots (Tesco).

Postal contributions may be sent to 82 Church Street

Volunteer Police
Cadet’s first assignment
SHOPPERS were provided with
helpful crime prevention advice
in Peterborough last week by
Cambridgeshire’s Volunteer Police
Cadets, out on their first assignment.
Supporting regular officers from
Cambridgeshire Constabulary, the
Volunteer Cadets and Cadet leaders’
gave members of the public advice about
keeping personal items such as purses,
wallets and mobile phones safe whilst
out and about shopping in Peterborough
City Centre.
As part of the local Safer Neighbourhood
Team initiative the Volunteer Police
Cadets were invited to put the skills
they have learnt so far into practice. The
Volunteer Police Cadets handed out to
shoppers’ safety items designed to foil
opportunistic thefts such as purse bells
and restrainer cords for use with phones
or other valuable items.
Now that the Volunteer Police Cadets
have completed their initial training they
will be seen out engaging with the public
at least 3 hours each month supporting
the Constabulary on local matters in
the communities in which they serve.
This was an ideal opportunity for the
Volunteer Police Cadets to engage with
members of the public and support local
officers in providing an impact on a real
community issue in Peterborough.
Commenting on the first assignment of
the Volunteer Police Cadets, Police and
Crime Commissioner Sir Graham Bright
said: “I am impressed to see how quickly
the Cadets have put their training into
action by helping the public with crime
prevention advice. Sometimes, we
tend to forget the most basic aspects
of personal safety, and, keeping our
belongings and valuable items secure in
our leisure time is part and parcel of that.

The Volunteer Police Cadets are
engaging with the public and raising
the profile on local safety partnership
matters which is most commendable.”

Police forces agree to
progress collaboration of key
departments
Proposals to collaborate key police
departments across Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire are
another step closer.
The Police and Crime Commissioners
and Chief Constables for the three forces
agreed yesterday (Thursday 19 February)
to look at the collaboration of Firearms
and Explosives Licensing and Human
Resources, which includes Learning and
Development.
The move will enable all three forces to
reduce the impact the budget cuts will
have on front line policing and make
existing processes more streamlined.

across the three forces.”
By 2019, it is anticipated that a wide
range of further joint operational
and organisational support functions
will have been established to bring
economies of scale and increased
resilience. Savings of £23m are forecast
to be delivered by new collaborations
between 2015/16 and 2018/19.
Chief Constable Simon Parr added: “The
operational and financial advantages of
joining specialist units together have
already been proven by units such
as Major Crime and Roads Policing.
Joining up these teams will enable
us to deliver even more coordinated
and efficient services across the three
forces. They will also help sustain local
policing which is key to fighting crime in
Cambridgeshire.”

Under the proposals, the two existing
Firearms and Explosives Licensing units,
serving the three counties, will become
one shared function based at either one
or two sites. The final proposal will be
determined in the coming months.

The Firearms and Explosives Licensing
units are responsible for granting
permission for members of the public
to own and use firearms and explosives
under specified conditions.

The three forces are also considering
the introduction of new technologies to
help streamline processes further. These
include an e-commerce system that
would enable people to apply for their
firearms and explosives licences online.

Human Resources (including Learning
and Development) is responsible for the
core functions of employee relations,
workforce planning, recruitment,
training, development, pay and
conditions, health and wellbeing and
other key services relating to people.

Having considered an Outline Business
Case for Human Resources and Learning
and Development, the Police and Crime
Commissioners and Chief Constables
have given their agreement to progress
the development of a Full Business Case,
which will look at a collaborated support
function for the three forces.
This work forms part of a Strategic
Alliance between the three forces,
which is focusing on collaboration as an
effective way to meet continued financial
challenges and reduce the impact budget
cuts could have on frontline services.
Sir Graham Bright, Police and Crime
Commissioner for Cambridgeshire,
said: “The decision to collaborate our
Firearms and Explosives Licensing
teams is another important step forward
for the Strategic Alliance. By working
more closely together in this way
and streamlining processes based on
industry best practice, Cambridgeshire
Constabulary will be even better placed
to meet tough spending targets while
minimising the impact on local policing.
“As we move forward with collaboration
it also makes sense to have a
collaborated Human Resources and
Learning and Development function that
will be able to support staff and officers

email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com

In December 2013, the three Police
and Crime Commissioners signed a
‘Memorandum of Understanding’ to
proceed with collaboration in the areas
of Organisational Support (e.g.: Finance,
Human Resources and Learning and
Development) and Operational Support
(e.g.: Force Control Rooms and Firearms
and Explosives Licensing).
Extensive scoping work has highlighted
the advantages that collaboration can
deliver to meet the challenges each
force continues to face whilst protecting
frontline policing and service delivery as
much as possible.
Future collaboration will support the
three-force collaboration already in
place across a number of Protective
Services functions (operational functions
that are delivered to support locallybased crime investigation, response and
neighbourhood policing, e.g. Major
Crime, Firearms and Roads Policing)
with these areas also being reviewed and
refined.
Each of the forces will also continue to
consider further ways in which to create
efficiencies within the non-collaborated
parts of their business while maintaining
a key focus on local policing.
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WHAT’S ON IN APRIL
Over 50’s walks

Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome. Phone 654 891 for further
information.

Wednesday, 11th March, Thursday
9th April, Wednesday 6th May
Gardening Club

Monthly meetings held at the WI Hall, 7:30pm (not June, July or August)

Wednesday, 1st April

Kathy Brown on Spring and Summer containers

WI

7.30pm WI Hall AGM Speaker Marion Maule Curiouser and Curiouser

Parental Forum, GVC

7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

see school website

Fridays

Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor work. £5 per
class.
9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near The Emplins).

Soup lunches

Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall.

Total wellness workout

Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights
Second Monday of the month

8pm at The Cock, but to secure a table please come a little earlier. £1 per
head, raising money for Charity. New teams always welcome. Varied themes.

Gamlingay Community Centre Hub Community events. See Village information for all Library details
Monday

Libary open
Library open

Toddlers’ story time and craft session

9.15am - 10.00am
2.00pm - 8.00pm

Library open

Board games

10.00am - 12.00

Indoor Carpet bowls

Friendly group, just drop in and pay and play

1.30pm- 3.30pm

Parish Council

2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month Public Meetings

7.00pm

Gamlingay Players

Hayley Parker 652 992 Small friendly society who
produce plays and pantomime

8.00pm - 10.00pm

Tuesday

Wednesday
Toddler story time

11.30pm

Library open Free computer
training

Free, friendly computer training for beginners Please
contact the library to book

12.30pm - 3.15pm

GEAG

Gamlingay Environmental Action Group - monthly
meeting

8:00pm - 10.00pm

Stay and Play

0-5yrs Free.

1.30pm - 3.00pm

Health visitor

Health visitor advice and Weighing clinic on 2nd
and 4th Thursdays

Thursday

Library open

4.00pm - 7.00pm

Youth Cafe and Club

Local children’s group - Cafe YR4+
Club YR 8+

5.15pm - 9.00pm

Gamlingay
Players

Small friendly society who produce plays and
pantomime

8.00pm - 10.00pm

Saturday
Library open
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9.30am - 12.30pm
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WHAT’S ON IN APRIL
Baby and Toddler clinic

Community Centre Ecohub

2nd and 4th Thursdays

1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments.

Parish Council

For information contact the Clerk on 650 310

2nd and 4th Tuesday each month

7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub

2nd Tuesday each month

7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub

Hatley Parish Council

Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde 650 596 or email hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.
info. Details on the website www.hatley.info or noticeboards

The Gazette
27th April

May copy deadline

1st May

June copy deadline

Gamlingay Writers

Please contact Rhoda Ludford for full details

1st Tuesday of the month
Guitar Club

Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff
Bruerton on 650748

Sandy and District Round Table

Contact Lee Packham-Brown

1st and 3rd Monday of each month

A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes

St Mary’s choir practice
Thursdays

6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers

Guild of St Mary’s

Church Hall 7:30pm, all ladies welcome

Monday, 20th April

The Hope Charity with Simon Gorton

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group
(GAMARCH)
First Thursday of the month

7:30pm at the WI Hall

Bellringers
Thursdays
Photographic Society
Friday,17th April

7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay
Meetings are term time at the Village College Fridays 8 pm start.
New members most welcome. Phone: 651 025
Competition 8 A The Lawrence Broderick Trophy - Open B The Lyndon
Baker Trophy - Open Judge: Trevor McHugh

Friday 1st May

Studio night format to be announced

History Society

7.30pm , Village College Free to members, £3 at door for visitors

Monday, 13th April

Stephen Coleman, Our Greensand Heritage

Monday, 11th May

Mike Petty, Victorian Cambridgeshire; aspects of rural life; 1839-1838

email contributions to: nb777@btinternet.com
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PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND
EDUCATION
Mucky Pups
Jeanette Rafferty 652 047
Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori
Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645
0771 4821
940
Rainbow Preschool
Sunshine Preschool

Julie Prior
Ann Wiseman

Everton Preschool

Julie

Care Club
SCHOOLS
Village College
First School
Carers Group
SPORTS
Bowls Club
Football Club

Junior Football School
Tennis Club
Fitness Workshop

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church
Hall
WI Hall
Social Club
Methodist Chapel
Hatley St George
Village Hall
Ecohub Manager
CHURCHES
Baptist Church,
Minister,
St Mary The Virgin,
Rector:
SCHOOLS
First School
Village College
First School
Association
Village College
Friends Association

30

Natalie
closed

652 157
0770 3770
676
07814 815
491
691 477

Office
Office
Bridget Smith

650 360
650 208
650 510

Roy Dennis
Chair:
Brian
Culverhouse
(youth teams)

650183
651 020

Brian
Culverhouse
John Gray
Elaine Dolling

651 020

Kate Golding

651 215

Parish Council
Martin Hull
Parish Council
Mr Marshall

650 310
650418
650 310
650 971

Andrea
Hutchison

0798 0612
077

654 165
651 785

James Gilbert

651 519

Steven
Rothwell

650 568

Head J
Newman
Head C
Pheysey
Via school
office
Village College

650 208
650 360
650 208
650 360
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YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay
Guides
1st Gamlingay
Brownies
1st Gamlingay
Rainbows
Tinuwen Rangers
Scouting enquiries
Gamlingay Cubs
Gamlingay
Gransden Cubs
Gamlingay Scouts
Thursday

Benita Scott

650 547

Jane Brown

652 997

Helen Brown

449 043

Irene Gray

651 212

ggescoutsmemenqs@gmail.com

Steve Palmer
Barry Jefferd

651 532
261 000

Brandon Booth 07812
049139
b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts
Chris Elwood
07879
Friday
698477
Explorers
Phil Wood
01480
830 866
(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club
Carol Wright or 651 120
Chris Robins
651 119
Youth Club
07929
Lucy Rands
453235
Youth Cafe
HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS
Gamlingay Players
Hayley Parker
652 992
Bell Ringers
John Boocock
650 736
Gardening Club
Lindy Gorton
650 581
Janet Hale
650 794
History Society
Peter Wright
652899.
Over 50’s walks
Miriam and Phil 654 891
meet at Ecohub
Titchner
0779 1145744
Booklinks
Fay Boissieux
Friend’s of St Mary’s
Philip Gorton
650 581
Ladybird Club
Mrs C Watson
650 707
St. Neot’s Model
John Kneeshaw E mail:
Railway club
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com
East Beds Model
Sec: John Wakeman
Railway Society
wakemanpj@aol.com
Painting for Pleasure
Roy Turner
650426
Photographic Society
Jackie Bruce,
651 025
Secretary
Royal British Legion
Sebastian
651 982
Kindersley
Jackie Hough
651 070
Gamlingay Writers
Rhoda Ludford
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Library Opening hours 01767 651 226

e

Monday

9.15am-10.30am. Toddlers’ story time and cr
2.00pm - 8.00pm

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday

9.15am - 12.15pm Board games 10.00am - 12.0
12.30pm - 3.15pm Free drop in computer trai
4.00pm – 7.00pm
9.30am - 12.30pm

Postal contributions may be sent to 82 Church Street

Village Show
WI
Guild of St Mary’s
Music Club
Sir John Jacob’s
Almshouses Trustees:

Sandy and District
Round Table
GEAG (Gamlingay
Environmental Action
Group)
CFRS community
champion
Gamarch (gamlingay
Archaelogical Group)

Jan Cooper
Anne Clarke
Philippa Smalls
Geoff Bruerton
Jackie Hough
Sebastian
Kindersley
Lawrie Edwards
Major
John McCall
Lee Packham
Brown
Brycchan Carey

650 178
651 932
650 628
650 748
651 070
651 982
311 418
650 039

651 141

audreywilliams@lineone.net
Kirstin Rayner
kirstin.rayner@tesco.net

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General
Enquiries
0345 045 5201
Adult Social Care

0345 045 5202

Children’s Services

0345 045 5203

Blue Badges Disabled Parking

0345 045 5204

Occupational Health

0345 045 5205

Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory
Services
0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries

0345 045 5200

Switchboard

0345 045 5222

Trading Standards

0845 4040506

Waste Management

0345 045 5207

Education Transport

0345 045 5208

Human Resources (recruitment line)

0345 045 5210

Online Payments Support

0345 045 5211

Streetscene (highways, transport and
streets)

0345 045 5212

Library Services (includes automatic
renewals)

0345 045 5225

Citizenship

0345 045 5155

Family Information Service

0345 045 1360

Education Welfare Benefits Service

0345 045 1361

email: gamlingaylap@yahoo.com

raft session 9.15am - 10.00am

00

ining (please book)

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT
Medical Centre
Appointments:
Emergencies:
District nurses
0845
Child Health Clinic Thurs at Hub
CAMTAD
Bridget Smith
Age Concern
Alison Baker
Car Care Scheme

Sue
McPherson
EMERGENCY SERVICES
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE
Non-emergency
Fire
Non-emergency
Police
Community Police PC K
Mahoney
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner
Leanne Bacon
at ecohub
Web page
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Library

01763 249815
650 510
01354
696650
07519
493701
999
01223
376 217
101

650 310

clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Sarah Groom
Jackie McGeady
Kate
651 226
Laugharne
Chair:
Ian Wakeling
Clerk:
Kim Wilde
650 596

Forward
Gamlingay
Hatley Parish
Council

Chairman:
POLITICS
MP

651 544
651 546
602 4064

hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info
M Astor

County Councillor
District Councillors

South
Cambridgeshire
District Council
Gamlingay
Residents’
Association
Faulty street lamps

Andrew
Lansley.
Conservative.

01954
212 707

Sebastian
Kindersley
Sebastian
Kindersley
Bridget Smith
8am - 8pm
Mon - Sat

651 982

650 510
0345
0450 500

Roderick Starksfield

www.facebook.com/Gamlingayresidentsassociation

www. gamlingay-gra.org.uk

651 002

0800 7838 247

Village Information
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CHIROPR ACTOR

McTimoney
For Back, Neck and Shoulder
Pain and Stiffness
Gentle Whole body care
Longer than average Times
Some Saturday Appointments

Karen Moss
BSc (Chiro) MMCA

01480 473892
General Chiropractic Council Reg No. 02138
Member of McTimoney Chiropractic Association

Grovemount Limited
General Builders
All building & refurbishment work
undertaken
PVCu windows, doors & conservatories
Potton Road The Heath, Gamlingay

Tel: 01767 651299

C & M Care

Many Years Experience

Personal Care
Home Help
Companionship
Assisted Outings
Medication
Shopping
Meal Preparation
Other Services available

EST 1972

Bill Tangye
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
ENGINEER
Automatics, Cookers, Vacs, Dryers

Tel:
01767
650 750

Mobile:
07802
393 331

The Police
Non-emergency number:

101

Anstee Gorst
Chartered Certified Accountants

Mill Street, Gamlingay

Serving Gamlingay since 1936

MOT
TESTING STATION
Servicing and repairs on most
makes of car and light commercials
Tyres - batteries - exhausts

Tel: 01767 650 273
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General Builders

• Restoration & Joinery
Specialist
• All joinery work undertaken
from doors, windows to fitted
oak units
• All carpentry works
• Upvc fascias, soffits gutters
• Property refurbishment
• Timber decking
• Painting & decorating
• All building services

Office Tel / Fax 01767 650 339
Mobile 07713 088 792

Tel: 07835 419093
Cara Hemmins

WORBOYS GARAGE
& FILLING STATION

L.F.JARVIS & SON Ltd



The Paddock
Farmhouse
Bed & Breakfast
Telephone 01767 654137

- Accounts preparation
- Self assessment tax returns
- Cash Flow forecasting
- VAT, Payroll and Bookkeeping
- Business start-ups

Free Initial Consultation Phone:
Antoinette Gorst ACCA
Sally Anstee FCCA
01767 650 700
Ground Floor Offices, Unit 30, Green End
Gamlingay Sandy, Beds SG19 3LF
Email: office@ansteegorst.co.uk
Website: www.ansteegorst.co.uk
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Castle Farm, Hatley Road
Gamlingay
SG19 3HH
www.paddockfarmhousebandb.co.uk

Postal contributions may be sent to 82 Church Street

